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THE LOYALIST LIBIL RY

THE LOYALISTS in the American Revolu-

tion represent one of the most misunderstood groups in our
nation's history. For the past two centuries, they have
fared badly at the hands of historians; Tories have either

been neglected, or protrayed in an unsympathetic light by
ultra-patriotic writers. The remark that a Loyalist was "a
thing whose head is in England... body.., in America,
and its neck ought to be stretched," typifies the common
attitude during the first century after the Revolution. This
early period was one of outspoken nationalism, and resent-
ment against the Loyalists and former mother country
remained high. Although Anglo-American animosities
diminished in the second century, and scholars adopted a
more detached approach, the Tories were studied only
sporadically. The present collection-called the Loyalist
Library-contains both writings of important Tories and
scholarly monographs on the subject. It should help to
stimulate renewed research and interest in this forgotten
part of America's past.

History is usually written by winners, not losers, and
therefore we do not know as much about the Loyalists as
we should. For one thing, we do not know how many
Tories there actually were. The old estimate-mistakenly
attributed to John Adams-claimed that the country was
split three ways during the war: one-third becoming
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Loyalists; one-third supporting the patriot cause; and
one-third remaining neutral or indifferent. Modern scholars
estimate that the Tories comprised something closer to
nineteen percent of the total number of white Americans.
Several studies included in this collection, such as Otis G.
Hammond's Tories of New ltampsbire, and Janet B.

Johnson's biography of Robert Alexander, a Maryland
Loyalist, provide evidence that casts serious doubts on the
older assumption.

The Loyalist Library should help to correct another
misconception-the idea that Tories came mainly from the
upper class-from the ranks of royal officeholders, rich
merchants, professional men, and well-to-do Anglicans.
Recent research into the socio-economic background of
Tories reveals that they hailed instead from the middle or
lower classes in most of the colonies. Farmers, artisans, and

small businessmen formed the backbone of the Loyalist
movement for the most part. Wilbur tt. Siebert's work on
The Loyalists of Penn._ylvania, for example, shows that in
the Quaker colony many frontier farmers became Tories.

In geographical terms, the IJovalists were scattered

throughout all of the original thirteen colonies. Virginia and
Massachusetts had the smallest number. The strongest Tory
support seems to have been in certain of the Middle

Colonies-New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania-and in
the South-in the Carolinas and Georgia. State studies of
these areas, such as Edward Alfred Jones' The Loyahsts o]"
New Jersey and Harold B. Hancock's The Delaware Loyal-
ists, tell us specifically who the Tories were--their names,

place of residence, occupation or profession, and religion.
Loyalists, moreover, tended to concentrate in urban areas
and along the seacoast-except in New York, North

Carolina, and parts of Pennsylvania where major pockets of
Tories could be found in the interior. The treatment that

Tories received at the hands of the Whigs in such seacoast
cities as Boston may be gleaned from Arthur W. Eaton's
biography of Mather Byles.
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The Loyalist Library also provides proof that the
Floridas and Nova Scotia-none of which rebelled--may
have held the highest ratio of Tories. Wilbur H. Siebert's
Loyalists in East Florida, 1774 to 1785 indicates that the
number of Tories in that colony increased substantially as a
result of the exodus from the Carolinas and Georgia. The
papers of Edward Winslow reflect the problems that
incoming Loyalists encountered in resettling in Nova Scotia.

It is estimated that seventy-five to eighty thousand
Loyalists left the United States during the war for England,
Canada, the West Indies, and other parts of the British
empire. Pamphlets of refugees like Joseph Galloway, which
are reprinted here, reveal much about the views of the
Loyalists who went to England. Some individuals remained
men without a country, and lived out their days in London
while dreaming about America. Others took up careers on
the continent, as is evident in George E. Ellis' Memoir of
Sir Benjamin Thompson, Count Rumfbrd. Another major
group-the United Empire Loyalists-whose story is pre-
sented in certain of these writings, settled in Canada and
became the founding fathers of new communities.

The Loyalist Library includes also valuable primary
source materials. Loyalist letters, pamphlets, and personal
narratives help to shed light on the key question: Why did
the American Tories remain loyal to their King? Prominent
Loyalists like Daniel Leonard of Massachusetts and Joseph
Galloway of Pennsylvania explain their political position in
their writings. They tell us what they considered to be the
proper relationship between colonies and mother country,
the King and his subjects, and colonial governors and the
American people. Until we view the Loyalists as men with
"positive political ideas" and individuals capable of
"creative statesmanship," a balanced interpretation of the
Revolution will elude us, says one historian.

The Loyalist Library, then, is a combination of primary
source documents and secondary materials. It includes
private letters, diaries, and narratives, Tory histories and
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pamphlets, as well as scholarly books written on the
subject. The collection makes available certain sources that
were heretofore less accessible, and it should enable

students to become more familiar with the Loyalist side of
the story of the Revolution.
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P RE I'AC E

DANIEL LEONARD (1740-1829) a Taunton

lawyer, signed himself "Massachusettensis" when he
published a series of articles in the Massacbusetts Gazette in
1774-1775. His pseudonym was intended to convey the
impression that the author had deep roots in the Bay
Colony. Such was the case, for Leonard's ancestry stretched
back to the seventeenth century. He sprang from a
prominent Massachusetts family whose fortune was made in
producing iron. Politically they were so powerful in Bristol
county that it was once called "the land of the Leonards."

Leonard was himself one of the Bay Colony's leading
politicians. Graduating from Harvard in 1764, he studied
law in the office of his future father-in-law, who was

speaker in the House of Representatives at one time.
Although favoring the Whigs at first, Leonard was con °
vetted to the Loyalist cause by Thomas Hutchinson. When
the British appointed royal councillors for Massachusetts in
1774, Leonard was named as one. His acceptance of the
post annoyed his neighbors, and he was soon forced to flee
to Boston to seek protection of the redcoats. Leonard lost
his property and citizenship when he sailed from Boston
with the British army in 1776. After the Revolution he
became Chief Justice of Bermuda, and later, as a London

lawyer, was regarded as "dean of English barristers."
Leonard's "Massachusettensis" articles read like a
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lawyer's brief. His thesis is that self-serving Whig politicians
were primarily responsible for the turmoil within the Bay ',
Colony. He accused them of establishing a democratic
despotism. The Massachusetts Whigs instead of fighting for
the traditional rights of Englishmen were leading America
down the road to rebellion and independence. Britain, as
far as he was concerned, had acted within her rightful

powers during the constitutional crisis. Leonard's legal
training is evident in his impressive use of constitutional
and historical precedents to support his case.

Leonard's articles were answered by another lawyer-

John Adams. Using the nom de plum "Novanglus"-or New
Englishman-Adams challenged Leonard's points one-by-one
as though the two men were arguing in court. Adams
presented a sympathetic view of the Whigs, and a different
picture of the British constitution, imperial relationship,
and colonial social structure.

"Massachusettensis" represents the Loyalist case in its
legal dimensions. Leonard's articles and Adams' replies
constitute one of the most important exchanges between
Tories and Whigs on Constitutional matters in the pre-
Revolutionary period.

George Athan Billias
Clark University
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PREFACE.

HIS excellent pamphlet was publifhed inferies of letters, which firR appeared ia
one of the weekly news-papers at BoRon, -_nd
afterwards in the form of a pamphlet, entitled
MASSACHVSZTTrNSIS, in the courfe of the Iaft
winter. It has been thought, that a republicatior_
of a detail and difcuflion of fad'ts and circumftar.ces,

vthich were unanfwerable upon the fpot, might at
lear filence the clamors of thofe pecple at home,
who, without proper evidence or il_formation, but
with an excefs of terror for our public liberties,
have perfuaded themfelves, that the caufe of Am.--
rica and true patriotifm is ol, e and the fame, an_.
that, therefore, the conftitution of this country
rnuR at all events fubmlt to the ruinous pretenfions
of her colonies. To enlarge upon the merits of
the piece itfelf, either refpe&ing the intimate
knowledge it contains of the fubje&, or the force,
acumen and juRiceof the author's reafonings (what-
ever room the editor may fuppofe there is tor en-
comiums), is purpofely omitted, in deference to
the public, who will undoubtedly render the ap-
probation it may be found to defc,,rvg. It is hectiC.

fary,



vl PREFACE.

fary, and only ncceC/'ary,to fay, that theCe letters'
were written by a gentleman of honor, rank and
learning, who law what he defcribes, and who
knows the truth of what he avers. The reflections,
which he has made (and retie&ions, juf_ly made,
¢onff:itute, as M. Ro//in obferves, " the very foul
" of hiff:ory"), are natural and folid dedu&ions
from tile ftate of things under his own obfcrvation.
They need only a candid and impartial perufal to
be both admitted and admired; though, to the dif-.
grace of human nature, it muff: be owned, in the
words of a very ingenious writer, that _veak is t.be
e_e_ of eloquence land, I may add, even of reafoa
and truth iffclf) on the t_r_edetermin_tions of party _.
In a word, his fa&s ._nd arguments not only feem
in£onte/_able; but there appears, throughout the
whole, that fpirit of philanthropy and concern for
the welfare of his mifguided countrymen, which
recommends the author as much to the heart, as
his good fenfo does his book to the underff:anding.

The reader, however, ought to bc apprized of
the author's meaning in the ufe of the words Whig
and Tory, which frequently occur in the letters.
Thefe terms have very different fignifications in
Old and New England. In America, the word
ToR _"now implies a/Hend to the fupremacy of the
BritiJh co_itution over all the empire ; and the word
Wu , G, an a_'erter _ colonial independence, or (what
is jufl: the Came) of legiflations, dif[in& and divided
from Britifh legiflation, in all the feveral provinces.
In this fenfe, and in this t'enfc alone, are the terms

applied
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P R E F A C E. vtt

applied throughout the letters (as the author him-
fell explains them at page J I5.), and have no fort
of reference to the odious dlftin6tions which for,.
marly prevailed, but have now happily fubfi_led,
in this country, upon the notion of a feparate in-,
tere_ between the King and People. In the prefent
controverfy, the King and People of the Briti_
itlands have, and can have, but one intereft ; which
American independence, aiming firPt at the unity of
our conRitution, then at the extent of our com-
merce, and laftly at the dignity of our power, at-
tempts to deftroy. Yet tla_s is the mock-patriot-
ifm of the dayma patriotifm, founded on the igno-
rance of rome, urged by the artifices of others, and
tending to the ruin of all. To be a patriot in.
mode, is to aim at a reparation of the t_ate into
twenty or thirty different parcels, inttead of £eeking
a confolidation of feveral provinces into one empire.
People of this t_amp are Ior laving our enemies the
trouble of enforcing the difficult part of their motto
--- divide _ impera _ by attempting the .flrfl for
them. Happily, the good £enfe of the nation has
began to detec"t the impofture ; and, 'tis hoped,
that, in a little time, the well-difpofed Americans
will perceive, that Britons, deteRing tyranny in all
its forms, and always willing to refcue even foreign
nations from the yoke of bondage, have no
thoughts ofimpofing it upon their children. "They
have ever been too brave to be /laves themfelves,
and too generous to make flares of others. They
never had more liberty in their patrons, properties,
religion, fpeech, writings, and a_ions, than in the
prefent rezgn : I had almolf/'aid, they cannot have
more, without an abrogation of all order and go-

vern-



• _ PREFACE.

vernment. Theft invaluable blefl],gs can only be
fecured by the prefervation of their happy con/_i-
tution. In a word, let their enemies name the
monarchy or republic upon earth, which can boars
their noble zeal for true liberty, or an equal polo
fefIion of public freedom !

And what has America obtained by her revolt
from the conf_itution of Britain ? I fpeak not of
that province, which is at prefent the feat of war ;
but of thole, who are yet unmolefced in the exercife
of their new prerogatives, and of their boafted na-
tural rights. What oppreffions have not theft en-
dared from the arbitrary di&ates of a lawlefs con-
grefs, or the ravage determinations of an infolent
mob ? Peaceable fubje_s, merely for being peace-
able, have been haled away to prifon, forced into
their army, or i_ripped of their poffeffions. Men,
xvho have remonftrated againft fuch brutal proceed-
ings, have been frill more ignominioufly treated,
and, without either the appearance of legal deci-
/ion or the forms of legal punifl_ment, have been
expofed to all the indecent refentments of an aban-
doned multitude. Clergymen, of the efiablifhed
church, have been driver, from their cures, upoi,
s_o other account than for not omitting the prayer
/'or the King and royal family, in the common
ufe of divine ti:rvice. Theft are rome of the
choicef_ bleffings, which congreffes and commit-
tees have befiowed : Let me a/k. if fuch can poffi-
bly be expe&ed from the King arid parliament of
Great-Britain ?



__.ol_o_lk_a/oe_o otoolb_t_o_oolfoal_O_eol_
ol¢__olo_¢_olo'_olo_ollo olooto_olootooloolo_olo_, olo01t*

LETTER I.

To the Inhabitants of the Province of the Maffachu-

fetts-Bay.

a people,by hatmeans oever,
_-_:-,'_S_._]_._ are reduced to tuch a fituation, that every

,hi° hold_,nt.). .....
C__te_ zs at Rake, it is not only excufable, but
__7_ even praifcworthy, for an individual to offer
_'__ to the public any thing, that he may think

has a tendency to ward off the impending
danger ; nor flmuld he be reffrained from an apprehen-
fion that what he may offer will be unpopular, any more
than a phyfician/hould be reRrained from prel_ribing a
falutary medicine, through fear it might be unpalatable to
his patient.

The pref_, when open to all parties and influenced b/
none, is a falutary engine in a freeftate, perhaps a neeeffary'
one to preferve the freedom of that Rate ; but, when a
party has gained the afcendeney fo far as to become the
ticenfers of the prefs, either by an a& of government, or
by playing off the refcntment of the populace againfc prin-
ters and authors ; the prefs itfelf becomes an engine of op-
prelIion or licentioufnel_, and is as pernicious to fociety as
otherwife it would be beneficial. It is too true to be de-

nied, that, ever fince the origin of our controverfy with
Great Britain, the prefs, in this town, has been much de-
voted to the partizans of liberty : they have been indulged
in publilhing what they pleafed, flu eel hcfas, while httle
has been publiflaed on the part of government. The cite&
this tour have had upon the minds of the people in gene-
ral is obvious ; they muR have formed their opinion upon
a partial view of the fubjec"t, and of courfe it mufc have
been in fome degree erroneous: In /}tort, the changes

B have



have been rung fo often upon opprefllon, tyranny and
llavery, that, whether llceping or waking, they are con-
tinually vibrating in our ears ; and it is now high time tc_
alk ourfelves, whether we have not been deluded by found
only.

My dear countrymen, let us divePcourfelves of prejudice,
take a view of our prefent wretched fituation, contra_ it
with our former happy one, carefully inve_igate the caufe,
and indu_rioufly feek fome means to eli:ape tile evils we
now feel, and prevent tholi: that we have reafon to expect.

"_Vehave been fo long advancing to ourprefcnt ftate, and
by fuch gradations, that perhaps many of us are infenfible
of our true t'cateand real dan_r. Should you be told,
that ad'tsof high treafon are flagrant through the country,
that a great part ot the prov;nce is in ac't.ualrebellion; would
.you believe it true ._ Should you not deem the perfonaffert-
ang it an enemy to tile province ? Nay, flaould you not
fpurn him from you with indignation ? Be cahn, nay
friends, it is neceffat3, to know the worf'cof a difeafe, to
enable us to provide an effe&ual remedy. Are not the
bands of fociety cut afunder, and the fanctions, that hold
man to man, trampled upon ? Can any of us recover a
debt, or obtain compenfation for an injury, by law ? Are
not many perfons, whom once we refpec'tedand revered,
driven from their homes and families, and forced to fly to
the army for protection, for no other reafon but their hav-
ing accepted commlflions under our king ? Is not civil
government diffolvcd ? Some have been made to believe,
that nothing flaortof attempting the life of the king, or
fighting his troops, can amount to high treafon or rebel-
lion. If, reader, you are one of thole, apply to an honeft
lawyer (if ruth an one can be found), and enquire wh.i_
kind of ofli:nce it is, for a number of men to affemble
armed, and forceably to obtcru& the courfe of iut'cice,even
to prevent the king's courts from beingheld at tt;eir fl:ated
terms ; for a body of people to ti:ize upon the king's pro-
vinciai revenue, I mean the monies coiled'tedby virtue of
grants made to his Maiefty for the fupport of his gc,vern-
meat within this province _ for a body of men to affemble

without
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without being called by authority, and to pals governmental
a(_ts; or fer a number of people to take the militia out of the
hands of the king's reprefentative_ or to form a new mili-
tia. or to raife men and appoint officers for a public pur-
pole, without the order or permiffion of the king or his
reprefentative ; or for a number of men to take to their
arms, and march with a profeffed defign of oppofing the
king's troops: ark, reader, ot fuch a lawyer, what is the
crime, and what the punilbment ; and if per chance thou
art one that hat1 been ac"tive in theA'e things, and art not
infenfibility itfelf, his anfwer will harrow up thy foul.

I affure you, my friends, I would not that this conducq:
fhouid be told beyond the borders of this province ; I
wifh it were configned to perpetual oblivion ; but, alas, it
is too notorious to be concealed : our news-papers bare al-
ready publi/hed it to tile world, and we can neither precent
nor conceal it. The/haft is already fped, aad the utmofl:
exertion is neceffary to prevent the blow. We already
feel the effe&s of anarchy: mutual confidence, affec'tion
and tranquiility, tholi: fweeteners of human life, are fuc-
ceeded by dnt_rul_, hatred and wild uproar ; the ufeful
arts of agriculture and commerce are neglecqed for cabal-
ing, mobbing this or the other man, becaufe he ac"ts,
fpeaks, or is fufpe6ted of thinking different from the pre-
vailing fentiment of the times, in purchafing arms anti
forming a militia, O height of madnefs ! with a profeffed
defign of oppofing Great-Britain. I fufpe& many of us
have been induced to join in there meafures, or but faint-
ly to oppofe them, from an apprehenfion that Great-Bri-
tain would not or could not exert herfelf fufficiently" to
fubdue America. Let us confider this matter : However

clofely we may hug ourfelves in the opinioa that the parli-
ament has no right to tax or legiflate for us, the people
of E.ngland hold the contrary opinion as firmly : they tell
us we are a part of the Britilh empire ; that ecery Irate
from the nature of government muff: have a fupreme uncon-.
troulable powerco_xtenfive with the empire itfi:lfl and that,
that power is veiled in parliament. It is as abfurd to
deny this doe"trinein Great-Britain, as it is to affert it in the

B z colonies;



(4)
colonies ; fo there is but little probability of ferving our-
felv_:, at thIs day by our ingenious diffin&ions between a
rio,,htot" l."_i.qature for one-purpofe and not for another.
We have b':_ them defiance, and the longef'c fword muff:
carry it, unlefs we change our meafu'res. Mankind are the
lame ia all parts of the world ; the fame fondnefs for do-
minion that pr:fides in the breaft of an American, a&uates
the breapc of an European. If the colonies are not a part
of the Britifh empire already, and fubje& to the fupreme
authority of the i_ate, Great-Britain will make them fo.

Had we been pruttent enough to confine our oppofition
within certain limits, we might have Pcood finne chance of
fucceeding once more ; but alas we have paffed the Rubi-
con. It is now univerlklly laid and believed, in England,
that if this opportunity of reclaiming the colonies, and re-
ducing them to a tenle of their duty is loft, they in truth
will be difmembered from the empire, aL-d become as dif-
tin& a Rate from Great-Britain as Hanover ; that is, al-
though they may continue their allegiance to the perlbn of

e King, they will own none to the imperial crown of
reat-Britain, nor yield obrdicnce to any of her lawo but

fuch as they flmll think proper to adopt. Can 7ou indulge
the thought one momenb that Great-Britain will conl_:nt
to this ? For what has fhe prote&ed and d_ended the colo-
nies againft the maritime powers of Europ_, from their firIl:
Britifh lettle,nent to this day ? For what did fhe purchafe
New-York of the Dutch ? i:or what was fh.e |o lavifl_ of her

ix:Pcblood and treafure in the conqueft of Canada, and other
territories in America ? Was it to raife up a rival ftate, or
to enlarge her own empire? Or, if the confi'deration of
emplre was out of the quell.ion, what fecurity can the have
6four trade, when once lhe has loPeour obedience ? I men-

tion there things, my friends, that you may know how
people reafon upon the fubie& in England; and to convince
you that you are much deceived, if you imagine that Great-
Britain will accede to the claims of the colonies: lhe will as
loon conquer New-England as Ireland or Canada, if either
ot them revolted; and by arms, if the milder influences

of government prove ineffectual. Perhaps you are as fa.
tally



( s )
tally tall'taken in another refpe&. I mean as to the power
of Great-Britain to conquer; but can any ot" you. that
think foberly upon the matter, be fo dduded as to believe
that Great-Britain. who fo lately carried her arms with
fuccefs to every part of the globe, triumphed over the
united powers of France and Spain. and whole: fleets give
law to the ocean, is unable to conquer us ? Should the
colonies unite in a war with Great-Britain _which by the
way is not a lbppofable care) file colonies fouth of Penn-
fylvania would be unable to furnilh any men ; they have
not more than is necefl'ar_' to govern their numerous llaves.
and to defend themfelves againf't the Indians. I will fup-
pole that the ,orthcra colonies can furnifl_ as many. and
indeed more men than can be ut_:d to advantage; but have
you arms fit for a campaign? If you have arms, have
you military ttores, or can you procure them ? When
this war is proclaimed, all fupplies from foreign parts
will be cut otF. Have you money to maintain the war ._
Or had you all thole things, fome others are Rill wanting,
which are ablblutely necelfary to encounter rrgular troops,
that is dil_:ipline, and that fubordination whereby each
can co:nmand all below him from a general officer to
the lowcCc lubaltern: theli: you neither have nor can
have in tbch a war. It is well known that the provincials
in the late war were never brought to a proper dili:iphne,
'though they had the example ot the regular troops to en-
courage, and the martial law to enforce it. We all know.
notwitht[anding the province law for regulating the militia.
it was under but little more command than what the officers

could obtain, from treating and humouring the common
foldiers : what then can be expe&ed frem fuch an army as
you will bring into the field, if you bring any. each one a
politician, put_:d up with his own opinion, and feeling

t himldf fecond to none ? Can any of you command ten
thoufand fuch men ? Can you punilh the dilbbedient ._
Can all your wifdom dire& their Rrength, courage and
a_ivity to any given point i_ Would not the lea_ dilap-
pointment or unfavourable afpec"t caufe a general dcrelic.
tion of the fervice ._ Your ncw-fangicd mihtia _vc already'

given



C 6)
given us afpecimen of their future condu&. In rome of
their companies, they have already chofen two, in others
three fets of officers, and are as diffatisfied with the lat'c
choice --s the firR. 1 do not doubt the natural bravery of
my countrymen : all men would a& the fame part in the
fame fituation. Such is the army, with which you are' to
oppofe the moR powerful nation upon tile globe. An
experienced officer would rather take his chance with five
thoufand Britifh troops, than with fifty thoufand fuch mi-
litia. I have hitherto confined my obfervations to the war
within the interior parts of the colonies ; let us now turn
our eyes to our extenfive lea coaff, and that we find
wholly at the mercy of Great-Britain ; our trade, fifhery,
navigation and maritime towns taken from us, the very day
that war is proclaimed. Inconceivably thocking the t/:ene,
if we turn our views to the wildernefs_ our back l_ttlements
a prey to our ancient enemy, the Canadians, whof_:wounds
received from us in the late war will bleed afi'efl_ at the

profpc& of revenge, and to the numerous tribes of fa-
rages, whole tender mercies are cruelties : thus with the
Britifh navy in the front, Canadians and favages in the
rear, a regular army in the midfl:, we muR be certain that,
when ever the fword of civil war is unfheathed, devaRa-
tion will pals through our land like a whirlwind, our
houfes be burnt to alhes, our fair poffeffions laid ware,
and he that falls by the fword will be happy in efcaping
a more ignominious death.

I have hitherto gone upon a fuppofition that all the co-.
lonies from Nova-Scotia to Georgia would unite in the war
againft Great-Britain; but I believe if we confider coolly
upon the matter, we lhall find no rcafon to expe& any af-
filtance out of New-England : if fo, there will be no arm
1_retched out to lave us, New-England, or perhaps this
fell-devoted province will fall alone the unpitied vi&im of
its own folly, and furnill_ the world with oat more inRance
of the fatal confequences of rebellion.

I have as yet laid nothing of the difference in fenti.
ment amon.g ourfelves: upon a fuperfieial view we
might imagine, thatthis province was nearly unanimous,

but
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but the care is far different. A very confiderable part o[
the men of property in this province are at this day
firmly attached to the cauli: ot government; bodies of
men coa_pelling perfons to difavow their fentiments, to
refign commi/I_ons, or to fubfcribe leagues and covenants,
have wrought no change in their fentiments : it has only
attached them more clofely to government, and caufed
them to wi/h more fervently, and to pray more devoutly
for its reRoration: there and thoufands betide, if theyfight
at all, will fight under the banners of loyalty. I can a/lure
you that affociations are now forming in feveral parts of
this province for the fupport of his Majefiy's government
and muttlal defence; and let me tell you, when ever the
royal Randard/hall be fet up, there will be fuch a flocking
to it. as will af_onifh the moR obdurate. And now, in
God's name, what is it that has brought us to this brink
of deRru&ion ? Has not the government of Great-Britain
been as mild and equitable in the colonies as in any part o£
her extenfive dominions ? Has not file been a nurfing mo-
ther to us from the days of our infancy to this time ? Has
/he not been indulgent almol_ to a fault ? Might not each
one of us at this day have fat quietly under his own vine
and fig-tree, and there have been none to make us afraid,
were it not for our own folly ? Will not poRerity be amazed,
when they are told that the prefent diRra&ion took its rife
from a three-penny duty on tea, and call it a more unac-
countable frenzy, and more difgraceful to the annals of
America than that of the ..vittho'aft.

I will attempt in the next paper to retrace the Reps and
mark the progreffions that led us to this Rate. I promife
to do it with fidelity, and, if any thing fhould look like re-
fle&ing on individuals or bodies of men, it mutt be let down
to my impartiality, and not to a fondnefs for cenfuring.

MASSACHUSETTENSIS.

December z2, 1774.

LET-
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LETTER II.

g'o the Inbabitantt of the Province of Maffacbufett_-Bay.

_Y DEAR COUNTRYMEN,

I ENDEAVOURED laPcweek to convince you of ourreal danger, not to render you defperate, but to induce
you to fcek immediately fume effc&ual remedy. Our care
is not remedilefs, as we have to deal with a nation not lefs

generous and humane than powerful and brave ; ju_ in-
deed, but not vindictive.

I fl_all, in this and fucceffive papers, trace this yet
growing diffemper through its feveral _ages, from its firfl:
rife to the prefent hour, point out the caulks, mark the
effc_'ts, fl_ewthe madncfs of perfe'¢cring in our prefent line
of condu&, and recommend what, I have been long con-
vinced, is our only remedy. I confers my fell to be one
of thofe that think our prefent calamity is in a great inca-
lure to be attributed to the bad policy of a popular party
in this province ; and that their meafures for feveral years
part° whatever may have been their intention, have been
dianaetrically oppofite to their profifflion,mthe public
good ; and cannot, at prefent, but compare their leaders
to a falfe guide, who, having led a benighted traveller
through many mazes and windings in a thick wood, finds
himli:lf at length on the brink ot a horrid precipice, and,
to lave himli:tf, feizes fall hold of his follower, to the utmofl:
hazard of plunging both headiong down the _eep, and
being dafhed in pieces together againff the rocks below.

In ordinary calcs, we may talk in the meafured language
of a courtier ; but when fuch a weight of vengeance is futZ.
pended over our heads, by a tingle thread, as threatens
every moment to crulh us to atoms, delicacy itfelf would
be ill-timed : I will declare the plain truth whenever I find
it, and claim it as a right to canvat_, popular meafures and
expoli: their errors and pernicious tende,acy, as freely as
governmental meafures are canvaffed, fo loiag as 1 confine
myf¢lf within the limits of the law.

At the conclufion of.the late war, Great-Britain found,
thah though lh¢ had humbled her enemies, anti greatly en-

larged



larged her own empire, that the national debt amounted
to almof_ one hundred and rft). millions, and that the an-
nual expence of keeping her extended dominions m a f_ate
of defence, which good polic_, di&ates no lefs in a time of
peace than war, was increafed in proportion to the new ac-
quilitions. Heavy taxes and duties were already laid, not
only upon the luxuries and conveniences, but even the ne-
ceffaries of life in Great-Britain and Ireland. She knew,
that the colonies were as much benefited by the conquePts
in the late war, as any part of the empire, and indeed
more fo, as their continental foes were fubdued, and they
mi?_ht now extend their fettlements not only to Canada,
but even to the wef_ern oceanDThe greatef_ opening wa_
given to agriculture, the natural livelihood of the country,
that ever was known in the hif_orv of the world, an.d their
trade was prote&ed by the Britifh"navy. The revenue to
the crown, from America, amounted to but little more
than the charges of colleSting it.BShe thought it as reafon-
able, that the colonies fhould bear a part of the national
burden, as that they fhould fhare in the national benefit.
For this purpofe, the f_amp-a& was paffed. " The colonies
loon found, that the duties impofed by the f_amp-a& would
be grievous, as they were laid upon euf_om-houfe papers,
law-proceedings, conveyancing, and indeed extended to
almof_ all their internal trade and dealings. It was gene-
rally believed through the colonies, that this was a tax not
only exceeding our proportion, but beyond our utmofl:
.ability to pay. This idea united the colonies generally
]n oppofing it. At firfk we did not dream'of denying the
autkori_ of parliament to tax us, much lefs to legiflate
for us. We had always confidered ourfflves, as a part of
the Britifh empire, and the parliament, as the fupreme
legiflature of the ,.hole. A&s of parliament for regtdating

] our internal polity were familiar. We had paid poflage,
agreeable to a& of parliament for eRablifhin_ a poff-office,

[ duties impofed for regulating trade, and even for raifing a.
revenue to the crown, without queflioning the right, though
.wecloffly adverted to the rate or quantum. We knew that,
m all thole a_l:sof governmenh the good of the whole had
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beenconfulted, and, whenever through want of information
any thing -rievous had been ordained, we were lure of
obtaining redrefs by a proper reprefentation of it. We
were happy in our fubordinaticm ; but in an evil hour, un-
der the influence of rome malignant planet, the defign was
formed of oppofing the ftamp-a& by a denial of the right
of.parliament to make it. The love of empire is fo predo-
minant in the human brea_, that we rarely find an indivi°
dual content with relinquiflfing a power that he is able to
retain ; never, a body of men. Some few months after it
wasknown that the ltamp-a_ was paffed, rome relblves of
the houfe of burgeffes in Virginia, denying the right of
parliament to tax the colonies, made their appearance.
We read them with wonder--they favoured of indepen-
dence_they flattered the human paflions_the reafoning
was fpecious_we wifl_ed it conclufive. The tranfition,
to believing it fo, was eafv_and we, and almofc all Ame-
rica, followed their example, in refolving that the parlia-
ment had no fuch right. It now became unpopular to
fugge_cthe contrary ; his life would be in danger that af-
ferted it. The news-papers were open to but one fide of
the quefltion; and the inflammatory pieces that iffued
weekly from the prefs, worked up the populace to a fit
temper to commit the outrages that infued. A non-im-
portation was agreed upon, which alarmed the merchants
and manufacC'turersin England. It was novel, and the
people in England then fuppofed, that the love of liberty
was fo powerful in an American merchant, as to Cciflehis
love of gain, and that the agreement would be religioufly
adhered to. It has been laid, that fcgeral thoufands were
expended in England, to foment the diCttirbances there.
However t.bat may be, oppofition to the miniPcrywas then
gaimng ground, from circumCtances, foreign to this._
The mim't_rywas changed, and the fcamp-a& repealed._
The repealing ftatute paired, with difficulty however,
through the houl_ of peers: near forty noble lords protel_ed
againlt giving way to inch anoppofition, and foretold what
has fmceliterally come to pals in contequence of it. When
the ltatut¢ was made., impoling duties upon glaf_ paper,
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India tea_, &c. imported into the colonies, it was laid, that
this was another int_anceof taxation; for rome of the dulled
commodities were neceffaries, we had them not within
ourfelves, were prohibited from importing them from any
place except Great-Britain, were therefore obliged to im-
port them from Great.Britain, and, confequently, were
obliged to pay the duties. Accordingly, news-paper pub-
lications, pamphlets, relblves, non-importation agreements,
and the whole fyfcem of American oppofition, were again
put in motion. We obtained a partial repeal of this
Ccatute,which took off the duties from all the articles, ex-
cept teas. This was the lucky moment when to have
clofed the difpute. We might have made a fafe and ho-
norable retreat. We had gained much, perhaps more
than we expe&ed. If the parliament had paffed an a&,
declaratory of their right to tax us; our affemblies had re-
folved, ten times, that they had no fuch right. We could
not complain of the three-penny duty on tea as burden.
1brae, for a 1hilling which had been laid upon it, for the
purpofe of regulating trade and therefore was allowed to
be conf_itutional, was taken off; fo that we were in fa&
gainers nine-pence in a pound by the new regulation. If
the appropriation of the revenue, arifing from this Ratute
was difrelifl_ed, it was only our _riking off one article of
luxury from our manner of living, an article too, which
if we may believe the refoives of mol'cof the towns in this
province, or rely on its callttTed_vifdomin a refolve of the
boule of repreli:ntatives, was to the la_ degree ruinous to
health. It was futile to urge its being a precedent, as a
reafon for keeping up the ball of contention ; lbr, allowing
the fupreme legiflature ever to want a precedent, they had
many for laying duties on comn,odities imported into the
colonies. And betides, we had great reafon to believe that
the remaining part of the Ratute would be repealed, as
loon as the parliament fhould fuppofe it could be done
with honour to themfelves; as the incidentalrevenue, aril:,ng
from the former regulation, was four fold to the revenue
arifing from the latter. A claim of the right, could work
no injury, 1olong as there was no grievous excrcile of it_
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efpecially as we had proteRed againft it, through the whole,
and could not be laid to have departed from our claims in
the lea_. We might now upon good terms have dropped
the difpute, and been happy in the affc&ions of our mo-
ther-country; but that is yet to come. Party is infepara-

fromaf eeif:ate.The vora}.dia ibuti,;nspo,,,er.as they are limited by, fo th.y cm,.te perpetual diffentions
brtaveen, each other, about their refpe&ive boundaries ;
but tile greateff: fource is the competition of indwiduals for
preferment in the if:ate. Popularity is the ladder by which
the partizans ufually climb.mAccordingly the ff:ruggle is,
who [hall have the greatef_ lhare of ic. Each party l:rofeffes
di_qnteresTedpatriotifin, though fome cynical writers have
ventured to affert, that fell-love is the ruling paffion of tile
whole. There were two parties in this province of pretty'
long flanding, known by the name of whig and toO',
which at this time were not a little imbittered againff: each
other.mMen of abilities and acknowledged probity were
on both tides. If the tories were fufpe&ed of purfuing
their private inte.reR through the medium of court favour,
there was equal reafon to fufpe& the whigs of purfuing
their private intereR by the means of popularity. Indeed
rome of them owed all their importance to it, and muff: in
a little time have funk into obfcurity, had there turbulent
commotions then fubfidcd.

The tories and whigs took different routs, as ufual.
The tories were for clofing the controverfy with Great-
Britain, the whigs for continuing it: the tories were for
_'eRoring government in the province, which had become
greatly relaxed by there convulfions, to its former tone
the whigs were averfe to it : they even refufed to revive a
temporary riot a&, which expired about this time. Per-
haps. they thought, that. mobs were a neceffary.ingredient in
their fyff:emofoppofiuon : However, the whigs had great
advantages in the unequal combat, their fcheme flattered
the people with the idea of independence ; the tories' plan
fuppofed a degree of fubordination, which is rather an hu-
miliating ideal betides there is a propenfity in men to believe

gbr,a_felv_ ".injured and o.ppreffed whenever they are told
fo.



C x3 )
fo. Tl_e ferment, railed in their minds in the time of tile

ftamp-ac"t, was not yet allayed, and the leaders of the whigs
had gained the confidence of the people by their fucceflcs
in their former t_ruggle; fo that they had nothing to do but
to keep up the l]_irit zmong.the people, and they were fure
of commanding i.a this province, It required lbme pains
to prevent thei" minds l_:ttling into that czlm, which is or-
c]inarily the effccctof a mild government ; the whigs were
l_:nfible th,_t there was no opprelfion that could be either
fcen or felt; it any thing was i_; reality amit_ in govern-
ment, it was its being too lax : So far was it fi'om the in-
nocent beil_g in danger cf ihffering, that the moll: atrocious
offenders-elcaped with impuni'_y. They accordingly ap-
plied themfel'ees to work upon the imagination, and to
inflame the paiq%n ; for this work they polli:ffed great
talents. I _,ill do jul[ice to their ingenuity : they were in.
timately acquainted with the feelings of man, and kne_'
all the avenues to the human heart :_Effigies, paintings,
az_dother im,tgery, were exhibited ; the fourteemh of Au-
gul't was celebrated annually as a t'eftival in commemoration
of a mob's deftroyii_g a building, owned by the late I_,ieu-
tenant Governor, which was lklppol_:d to have been ere&ed
for a ftamp-office, and compelling him to refign his office
of ftamp-mafter under liberty-tree ; annual orations were
delivered in the old-fouth meeting hout}, on the fifth of
March, the day when rome perfoas were unfortunately
killed by a party of the twenty-ninth regiment ; lifts of
imaginary grievances were continually publilhed ; the
people were told weekly, that the miniftry had formed a
plan to enllave them ; that the duty upon tea was only a
prelude to a window-tax, hearth-tax, land-tax, and poll-
tax, and there were only paving the way for reducing the
cout_try to lordflaips: this laft bait was the more eafily
fwallowed, as there feems to be an apprehenfion of that kind
hereditary to the people of New-England ; and they were
conjured by the duty they owed themfelves, their country,
and their GOD, by the reverence due to the facred memory
of their anceftors, and all their toils and fufferings in this
once inhofpitable wilderncfs_ and by their affed_ions for
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unborn millions, to roufe and exert themfelves in the
common caufe. This perpetual incantation kept the peo-
ple in continual alarm. We were farther Rl:nulated by
being told, that the people of England were depraved, the
parliament venal, and the minifcry corrupt ; nor were at-
tempts wanting to traduce MajeRy itfclf. The ki,_gdom
of Great.Britain was depicted as an aa,cient Rru&ure, once
the admiration ot the world, now fliding from its bale, and
rufhing to its fall. Atthe fame time, we were called upon
to mark our own rapid growth, and to behold the certain
evidence that America was upon the eve of independent
empire.

When we confider what effe& a well wrote tragedy or
novel has on the human paffions, though we know it to be
all fi&itious ; what etTe&tour all this be fuppofed to have
had upon thol/:, that believed there high wrought images tobe realities ?

The torieshave been cenfuredfor remiffilefsin not having
evened themfelves fufficiently at this period : The truth of
the care is this ; they faw and fhuddered at the gathering
Rorm, but durR not attempt to difpel it, 1eR it thouid
burr on their own heads. Printers were threamcd with
the lofs of their bread, tbr publifhing freely on the tory
fide. One Mr. Mien was forced to fly the country for
perfiRing in it.

All our diffenting miniRerswere not ina&ive on this oc-
cation. When the clergy engage in a political warfare,
religion becomes a moR powerful engine, either to fupport
or overthrow the Rate. What effe&tour it have had upon
the audience to hear the fame fentiments an,d principles
which they had before read in a news-paper, delivered on
Sundays from the pulpits, with a rehgious awe, and
the moR folemn appeals to heaven, from lips which they
had beentaught, from.their cradles, to believe could utter
nothing but eternal truths ? What was it natural to expe&
from a people, bred under a free conRitution, .jealous of
their .liberty, credulous even to a proverb, when told their
privileges were in dan_r, thus wrought upon in the ex-
treme?. I aafwer:--Ousa'ages, difgraceful to humanity itfelf.

What
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What m_fchiefwas not an artful man, who had obtained the
confidence and guidance of fuch an enraged multitude, ca-
pable of doing ? He had only to point out this or the other
man as an enemy to his country, and no chara&er, Ration,
_ge or merit, could prote& the profcribed from their fury.
Happy was it for him, if he could fecrete his perfon, and
fubje& his property only to their lawlel_ ravages. By fuch
means, many people naturally brave and humane, have
been wrought upon to commit fuch a&s of private mifchief
and public violence, as will blacken many a page in the
hiRory of our country.

I fhall next trace the effc&s of this fpifit, which the whigs
had thus infufed into the body of the people, through the
courts of common law, and the general-affembly ; and
mark the ways and means whereby they availed themfelves
of it to the lhbverfion of our charter conftitution, antece-
dent to the late a& of parliament.

M/kSSACHUSETTENSIS.

December xg, z774.
| j u||

L E T T E R Ill

• "othe h_abitants of the Province of Ma_acht_tta-Ba.y.

O undertake to convince a perfon of his error is theindifpenfable duty, the certain, though dangerous,
teft of fricndihip. Hc that could fee his friend pcrfevering
in a fatal error, without reminding him of it, and ltriving to
reclaim him, through fear that he might thereby incur his
difpleafure, would little deferve the facred name himfelf.
Such delicacy is not only falfe, but criminal. Were
I not fully convinced, upon the rnofc mature deliberation
that I am capable of, that the temporal falvation of this
province depends upon an entire and J'peedy change of men-

lures,, which muff. depend upon .a change of fentiment,... re-
fpe&mg ourown condu&, and thej tifliceof the Brmfh natxon;
I never fl_ould have obtruded myli_lf on the public._[ re-
peat my promife, to avoid peffonal retie&ion as much as
the nature of the talk will admit of; but I will, continue
faithfully to expofe the wretched policy of the whigs, tho'
I may be obliged to penetrate the arcana, and difcover fuch

things
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thin_ as, were there not a neceffity for it, I flaould be in-
finitely happier in drawing a veil over, or covering with a
mantle. Should I be It) unfortuna:e as to incur your dii-

pleafure, 1 fllall neverthelefs think myfelf happy if I can
but fnatch one of my fellow-fubje&s as a brand out of the
burning.

Perhaps rome may imagine, that I have reprefented
too many of my countrymen, as well as the leading whigs,
in an uniult point of light, by fuppofing tbeJe fo wicked
as to miflead, or tbofe fo little circumfpc& as to be milled,
in matters of the la.q importance. Whoever has been con-
verfant with the hi/tory of man, muff- know tl::tt it abounds
•with fuch inftances. The fame game, end with the fame
luccefs, has been played in all ages and in all countries.

The bulk of the people are generally but little verli:d in
•matters of Irate. b_,'ant of inclination or opportunity to

fi_ure in public life, makes them content to reft the affairs
_[.government in the hands, where accident or merit has
])laced them. Their views _nd employments are confined
to the humbler walks of bufinefs or retirement. There is

a latent fpark however in their breafts, capab!e of being
kindled into a flame ; to do this ha-'.always been the em-
ployment of the difaffeEted. They begin by reminding
the people of the elevated rank they hoid in the univerfe,
as men ; that all men by nature are equal ; that Kings are
but the minil_ers of the people ; that their authority is de-
legated to them by the people for their good ; and that they

ha're a right to refume'it,'and place i_-in other hands, or
keep it themfelves, wheneeer it is made ufe of to opprefs
-them. Doubtlefs there have been inftances, where there

principles have been inculcated to obtain a rcdrcls of real
grievances, but they have been much oftener perverted to
athe worft of purpoli-s._No government, however perle&
in theory, is adminiftered in perle&ion ; the frailty of man
does not admit of it. A fmali mifl:ake, in point of policy_
often furnifnes a pretence to libel government, and per-,
fuadethe people, that their _ulcrs are tyrants, and the whole
government a fyt[em ot opprcfiqon. Thus the feeds of li:-
diticm are ufuall)' fownl and the people are led to facrifice
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real llbeny to licentmufne_, which gradually ripens into
rebellion and civil war. And what is fiill more to be la-
mented, the generality of the people, who are thus made
the dupes of artifice, and the mere _ilts of ambition, are
lure to be lofers in the end. "Ihe heft they can expe&, is
to be thrown negle&ed by, when they are no longer want.
ed ; but they are feldom fo happy : if they are fubdued,
confi:cadon of el'fateand ignominious death are their por-
tion, if they conquer, their own army is often turned
upon them, to fubjugat¢ them to a more tyrannical go-.
vernment than that they rebelled againlL Hif'tory is re-.
piece with inftances'of this kind : we can trace them in re-.
mote antiquity, we find them in modem times, and have a
rema, kable one in the very country from which we are de..
rived. It is an univerfal truth, that he that would excite
a rebellion, whatever profeltions of philanthropy he may'
make, when he is infinuating and worming himfelf into the
good graces of the people, is at heart as great a tyrant as
ever wciided the iron rod of oppreQ3on, l/hall have occa-
fion hereafter to confider this matter more fully, when I
/hall endeavour to convince you, how little we can gain,
and how much we may lore, by this unequal, unnatural,
and defperate conte_. My prefent bufinefsis, to trace the
fpirit of oppofition to Great-Britain through the general
court, and thecourts of common law. In moderate times,
a reprefentative that votes for an unpopular meafure, or
oppofes a popular one. is in danger of lofin_ his ele&ioa
the next year, when party runs high, he is _ure to do it.
It was the policy of the whigs to have their queftions, upon
high matters, determined by yea and nay votes, whiclx
were publifhed with the reprefentatives names in the next
gazette. This was commonly followed by levere l_ri&ures
a_,d the mo_ illiberal invectives upon the diffcntients :
fometimes they we,e held up as objects of reientment, of
contempt at others ; the abufe was in proportion to the
extravagance of the meafure they oppofed. This may
feem not worth notice., but its confequences were impor-
tant. The fcurrility made its way into the diff_ntient',
town, it _urailhcd his competitor wi:h mcam to fupphnt

D him,



( x8 )
him, and he took care to fl_un the rock his predecefl_Jr
had fplit upon. In this temper of the times, it was enough
to know who voted with Caffius and who with Lucius,
to determine who was a friend and who an enemy to the
country, without once adverting to the quei'cion before the
houfe. The lois of a feat in the houfe was not of fo much
confequence T,but, when once he became ftigmatized as an
enemy to his country, he was expofed to infilh ; and if his
profeffion or bufinefs was fuch, that his livelihood depend-
ed much on the good graces of hisfellow citizens, he was
in danger of lofing his bread and involving his whole fami-
ly in ruin.

One particular let of members, in committee, always
]_l'eparedthe refolves and other fpirited meafures. At firfl;
they were canvaffed freely, at length would flide through
the boule without meeting an obt_acle : The lips of the
diffentients were fealed up ; they fat in filence, and beheld
with infinite regret the meafures they durft not oppofe.
Many were borne down again_ their wills by the violence
of the current : upon no other principle can we reconcile
their ol_enfible condu& in the houfe to their declarations in
private circles. The apparent unanimity in the houle en-
couraged the oppofition out ofdoors, and that in its turn
/_rengthened the party in the houfe. Thus they went on,
mutually fupporting and up-lifting each other. Affemblies
and towns relolved alternately : fome of them only omitted
refolving to fnatch the l}:eptreout of the hands of our So-
vereign, and to ftrike the imperial crown trom his facrcd
head.

A maPcer.fcrokein politics, refpe&ing the agent, ought
not to be negle&ed. Each colony has ufually an agent re-
tiding at the court of Great-Britain : Thel}: agents are ap-
pointed by the three branches of their feveral affemblies,
and indeed there cannot be a provincial agent without fuch
appointment. The whigs loon found, that they could not
have fuch fervices rendered them from a provincial agent,
as would anfwer their purpoli:s. The houf_ therefore re-
tufed tojoin with the othor two branches of the general
court ia the appointment. The boule chore an agent _br
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themfdees ; and the council appolnteJ another. Thus we
had two agents for private purpofes, and the expence of
agency doubled ; and with equal reafon a third might have
been added, as agent for the Governor, and the charges
been trebled.

The additional expence was of little confideration, com-
pared with another inconvenience that attended this ne_v
mode of agency. The perfon, appointed by the boule, was
the oftenfibl¢ agent of the province, though in fa& he was
only the agent of a few individuals that had got the art of
managing the houfe at their pleafure. I-Ic knew his con-
tinuing in offce depended upon lbtm. An office th._t
yielded feveral hundred pounds fterling annually, the buff-
nefs of which confil_ed in little more than attending the le-
vees of the Great, and writing letters to America, was
wortll preferving. Thus he was under a ftrong temptation
to facrifice the province to a party ; and echoed back the
fentiments of his patrons.

The advices, continually received from one of the perfons
that was thus appointed agent, had _rcat influence upon
the members of the boule of more moderate principle"s.
He had pufhed his refearches deep into nature, and made
important dil_overies : they thought he had done the fame
in politics, and did not admire him lefs as a politician than
as a phiiofopher. His intelligence, as to the difpofition of
his Maiefty, the miniftry, the parliament, and the nation in
general, was deemed the molt authentic. He advili:d us
to keep up our oppofition, to rcfolvc and rc-rcfolve, to
cherifh a military fpirit ; uniformly holding up this idea,
that if we continued firm, we had nothing to fear from tth_c
government in England. He even propofcd rome modes
of oppofition himlelf. The fpirited meafures wcre always
ul'heredinto the boule with a letter from him. I have been
fometimes almo_ ready to fufpe& him of being the primum
mobile,and that, like tae man behind the curtain at a pup-.
pet-fhcw, he was playing off' the figures here with his own
fecret wires. If he advifed to there mcalures contrary to
his better knowledge, from finifter views, and to fcrvc a
private purl_ot_:, he has _il/'ul/y done the province irrepa-
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tableinjury.However, I willdo himjuRice.,heenioined
itupon ustorefrainfromviolence,asthatwouldunitethe
natron againPc us _ and I am rather inclined to think chat
be was deceived himfelf with refpe& to the meafures he re-
commended, as he had already felt the refentment of that
very government which he told us there was nothing to fear
from. This difpofition of the boule could not have pro.
duced fuch fatal effe&s, had the other two branches of tho
legiflature retained their conftitutional freedom and in-
fluence. They might have been a fuffcient check.

u-- IThe councillorsdepended l_n thegeneraaffemb|yfor
their political exiRence: the whigs reminded the council
of their mortality. If a councillor oppofed the violent
meafures of the whigs with any fpirit, he loft his ele&i,,a
the next May. The council confifted of twenty-eight.
]From this principle, near half that number, moftly men
of the firtt families, note and abilities, with every pcffible
attachment to their native country, and as far from temp-
tation as wealth and independence could remove them,
were tumbled from their feats in difgrace. Thus the board,
which was intended to moderate between the two extremes

of prerogative and privilege,lo{'c its weight in the fcale, and
the political balance of the province was deftroyed.

Had the chair been able to retain its own conf_itutional
influence, the lofs of the board would have been lefs felt
but, no longer fupportcd by the board, that fell likewili:.
The Governor, by the charter, could do httle or nothing
without the council. If he called upon a military officer
to raife the militia, he was anfweled, they were there al-
ready. If he called upon his council for their affiRance,
they muft firPcenquire into the caufe. If he wrote to go-
vernment at home to Rrengthen his hands, form: officious
]perfom procured and lent back his letters.

It was not the perfon of a Bernard or Hutchinfon that
made them obnoxi6u$: any other governors would have
met with the farr.e fate, had they difcharged their duty with.
equal fidelity _ that ih had they Rrenuoufly oppofod the
principles and pri&ices of the whigs _ and when they'
tomai that the government hcrc could nat fupport itfelt_
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wrote home for aid fufficient to do it. And let me tell yo_,
had the intimations in thole letters, which you are taught
to execrate, been timely attended to, wehad been as happy
a people as good government could make us. Governor
Bernard came here recommended by the affe&ions of the

rovince, over which be had prefided. His abilities are ac-
nowledged. True Britith honeflcyand pun&uality are

traits in his character too Pcronglymarked to efcape the eye
of prejudice itfelf. We know Governor Hutchinfon to b_
amiable and exemplary in private life: his great abilities,
integrity and humanity, were confpicuous in the feveral
important departn_.entsthat he filled, before his appoint-
ment to the chair, and retie& honour on his native country.
But his abillttcs and integrity, added to his thorougk
knowledge of the province, in all its intereffs and connec-
tions, were infufl_cientin this care. The constitution it-
fclf was gone, though the ancient form remained: the
fpirit was truly republican. He endeavoured to reclaim
us by gentle means. He f'crove to convince us by argo-
meats, drawn from the fir/_ principles of government, our
fever_l charters, and the exprefs acknowledgments of our
ancePcors, that our claims were inconfiftent with the fob-
ordination due to Great-Britain ; a,d, if perfi_cedin, might
work the det_ruc'tionof thole that we were entitled to. ].'or
this, he was called an enemy to his country, and fet up as z
mark for the envenomed arrows of malice and party rage.
Had I entertained a doubt about its being the governor,
and not the man, that was aimed at ; the admirable facility
with which the news-paper abufe was transferred from
Governor Hutchinfon to his humane and benevolent fuc-
ceflbr, General Gage, aimo_ u loon as he let foot on our.
thore, would have removed it.

Thus, difaffe&ion to Great-Britain being infufed into
the body of the people, the fubtle poifon _ole through all
the veins and artertes, contaminated the blood, and deftroy-
ed the very ftamina of the con_itution. Had not the courts
of jolt.ice been tainted in the early ffages, our government:
might have ex,Delledthe.virus, p.urgedoff.the peccant hu-
moth and recovered _t4former v2gourby t_ own x'h-ength,
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The judges of the filperior courts were dependent upon
the annual grants of the general court for their fuppo .
Their falaries were fmail in proportion to the falaries of
other officers in the government of lefs importance.

They had often petitioned the affemblvto enlarge them,
without fuccefs. They were at this rime'reminded of their
dependence. However, it is but .]uf'ciceto fay, that the
judges remained unlhaken, amidthe raging tempef_cs,which
is to be attributed rather to their firmnefsthan fituation.
But the fpirit of the times was very apparent in the juries.
The grand jurors were elf&ire ; and in fuch places where
libels, riots, and infurre&ionswere the mo_ frequent, the
high whigs took care to get themfelves chofrn. The judges
pointed out to them the ii:ditious hbels on governors, ma-
g_ffrates,and the whole government; but to no effec'LThey
were en._oinedto prefent riots and infurre_ions, of which
there was ample evidence, with as little fuccefs.

It is difficutt to account for fo many of the flrf[rate
whigs being returned to ferveon the petit-iury at the term
next after extraordinary infurre&ions, without fuppofing
rome legerdemain in drawing their names out of the box.
It is certain, that, notwithfl:andingfwarmsof the mof[viruo
lent libels infePcedthe province, and there were fo many
riots and infurre&ions, fcarce one offender was indi&ed,
and I think not one convi_'ted and punilhed. Caufes of
mettme¢tram were net alwaysexempt from party influence.
The mere circumftance ot the whigs gaining the af.cen-
dency over the tories is trifling. Had the whigs diwded
the province between them, as they once flattered them-
fi:lves they lhmlld be able to do, it would have been of
little contequera:e to the community, had they not cut
afunder the very finews of government, and broke in
pieces the ligaments of focial life in the attempt. I will
mention two inRances, which I have fele&ed out of many,
of the weaknefs of our government, as they are recent and
unconnc&ed with a&s of parliament. One Malcolm, a
loyal fubje&, and, as ruth, entitled to prote6tion, the even-
ing before the lafc winter feffionsof the general-court, was
dragged out of his hour#, flxipped, tarrtd and feathered:
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ant1 carted feveral hours in the feveret_ fro{[ of that w;rit_
to the utmo_ hazard of his life. He was carried to the

gallows with an halter about his neck, and, in his naffa_,¢• r . D

to and from the gallows, was beaten with as cruel fl:rlpes
as ever were adminifl:ered by the hands of a ravage. The
whipping, however, kept up the circulation of his blood,
and fared the poor man's life• When they had fatiated
their malice, they difperfed in uood order. This was tranf-
a&ed in the prefence of thousands of fpe&ators, fome of
whom were members of the general-court. Malcolm's
life was defpaired of feveral days, but he furvlved and pre-.

rented a.memorial to the. g_neral-affembly, praying their, in-
terpofiuon. The peution was read, and all he obtained
was, leave to withdraw it. So that he was defdtute of pro-
re&ion every, hour until he left the country ; as were thou-
lands betide, until the arrival of the King's troops." This
originated in a fmail fracas in the Rreet, wherein Malcolm
Rruck, or threatened to Rrike, a perJbn that infulted him,
with a cutlafs, and had no conne&ion with the quarrel of the
times, unlefs his fufl:aining a fmall pofc in the cuRoms made it.

The other inffance is much fl:ronger than this, as it
was totally detached from politics. It had been lufpe&ed,
that infe&ion had been communicated from an hofpital,
lately ere&ed at Marblehead, for the purpofe of innocula-
ring the fmall-pox, to the town's people. This caufed a
great infurre&ion : the inlurgents burnt the hofpital ; not
content with that, threatened the proprietors and many
others, fume of the firR fortunes and chara&ers in the
town, with burning their boules over their beads, and
continued parading the Rreets, to the utmofi terror of the
inhabitants fevera_ days. A maffacre and genera| deva_a-
tion was apprehended. The perfons threatened, armed them-
felves, and petitioned _he general-affembly, which was
then fitting, for affiRance, as there was little or no civi_
authority in the place. A committee was ordered to re-
pair to Marblehead, report the fa&*, and inquire into the
caufe. The committee reported the facq:snearly as Rated
in the petition ; the report wm accepted, and nothing far.
ther done by the affembl¥. Such dcmonRrations of the
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_'aknef_ of' government, induced many perf'ons tojoin the
whi_, to leek from them that prote&ion, which the con..
ttitutional authority of the province was unable to afford.

Government, at home, early in the day, made an effor_
check us in our career, anti to enable us to recover from

anarchy without her being driven to tlae neceffity of alter-
ing our provincial conflitution, knowing the predileSion
that people always have for an antient form of government.
The judges of the fuperior court had not bern t_aggered,
though their feet flood in flippery places ; thry depended
upon the leading whig_ for their fupport. To keep them
_eady, they were made independent of the grants of the
general-affembly. But it was not a remedy any way ade-
quate to the difeafe. The whigs now turned their artille-
ry againi_ them ; and it played brifkly.--.The chiefjuflice_
for accepting the crown grant, was accufed of receiving
a royal bribe.

"l'hus, my friends, thole very perfons, who had made yotl
believe, that every attempt to flrengthcn government, and
fare our charter, was an infringement of your privileges ;
by little and little, dcRroyed your real liberty, thbverted
your charter conflitution, abridged the freedom of the houl'e,
annihilated the freed,m of the board, and rendered the go-
vernor a mere doge of Venice. They engroffed all the
power of the province into their own hands : A democracy
or republic it ha_ been called, but it does not deffrve the
name of elther_lt was, however, a delpotifm, cruelly car-
tied into execution by mobs and riots, and more incompa-
tible with the rights of mankind, than the enormous mo-
narchies of the Ealt. The abfolute neceffity of the inter-
pofidon of parliament is apparent. The good policy of
the a&, for. regulating the government in this .province, will
be the lubjec't cf rome future paper. A parucular Inquiry
into the delpotifm of the whigs will be deferred for a
chapter on ¢ongreffes. I fhall next atk your attention to a
tranfa&ion, as important in its eonti:quences, and perhaps
more fo, than any 1 have yet mentioned, 1 mean the de-
flru&ion of the tea, belonging to the Eaft-lndia company.
| am fcnfibl¢ of _h¢ diJ_ul_ of the tafk_ ila combating ge-
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nerally received opinions. It is hard work to erad,cat_
deep-rooted prejudice. But I will perlevere. There arc
hundreds, if not thoufands, in the province, that will feel
the truth of what I have written, line byline, as they read it
and as to thole who obftinately lhut their eyes againR it now,
haply the fever of the times may intermit _ there may bc
i0me lucid interval when their minds fhall be open to truth.
before it is too late to ferve them, otherwife it will be re-
vealed to them in bitter moments, attended with keen re-
morfe and unutterable anguifl_. Magna el7 _erita_ et pra..
"oalebit.

MASSACH USETTENSIS.

December a6, 1774.
ql ,, • ,, , --

L E T T E R III.

_'othe Inbabita.tsof tl,e Province_f M_gacbafctts-Bay.
ERHAPS, by this time, rome of you may enquire who
it .is, that fufl_rs his pen to run fo freely ? I will tell

you; It is a native of this province, that knew it befores
many, that are now balking in the rays of pelitical funfhine,
had a being. He was favorcd, not by whigs or tories, but
the people, with fuch a t_and in the community, as that hc
could dlfl:m&ly fee all the polkical manoeuvres of the pro-
vince. He faw fome with plralhre, others with pain. It_
he condemns the condu& of the whigs, he does not alway,
approve of the condu& of the tories. He dwells upon
the mifcondu& of the former, becaufe we are indebted to
that for bringing us into this wretched l'cate; unlefs the fu-
pinenefs of the latter, at lbme periods, and rome impolitic
effurts to check the whigs m their career, at others, that
ferved like adding fuel to the fire, ought to be added to the
account. He is now repaying your favours, if hc knuwa
his own heart, /'rom the pureft gratitude and the moil: un..
diffembled patriotilh_, wh,ch _ ill one day be acknowledged.
I laW the fmall feed of fedition, when it was implanted : it
was, as a grain of muRard. 1 have watched the plant ua-
til it has become a great tree ; the vilefl: reptiles that crawl
upon the earth_ are concealed at the root _ the fouler birds
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of the air relt upon its branches. I now would induce you
to go to work imm_'diately with axes and hatchets, and
cut it down, for a two-fold real'on ; becaufe it is a per to
|bciety, and leR it be felled fuddenly by a Rronger arm,
and crufh its thoufands in the fall.

An apprehenfion of injuftice in the condu& of Great-
Britain towards us, I have alrt'ady told you was one fource
of our mifery. Laft week I endeavoured to convince you
of the neceflity of her regulating, or rather e_ablifl_ing,
rome government amongR us. I am now to point out tile
principles and motives, upon which the blockade a6t"was
made. The violent attack upon the property of the Eaf_-
India company, in the deRru&ion of their tea, was the
caufe of it. In order to form a right judgment of that
tranfa&ion, it is neceffary to go bacl¢, and view the caule
of its being fent here. As the government of England is
mixt, fo the fpirit or genius of the nation is at once mon-
archical, ariftocratica], democratica], martial, and ¢o_nmer-
cial. It is difficult to determine, which is the mol_ predo-
n-,inant principle ; but it is worthy of remark, that to injure
the Britifh nation upon either of theli: points, is like in-
juring a Frenchman in the point of honor. Comn_erce is
the great fource of national wealth; for this realbn it is
¢herllhed by all orders of men from the palace to the cot-
tage. In Ibme countries, a merchant is held in co,_tempt
by the nobles ; in England they relpe& him. He riles to
high honors in the Rate, often contrac"ts alliances with the
firR families in the kingdom, anti noble blood flows in tile
veins of his pollerity. Trade is founded upon perfons or
countries mutually fupplying each other with their redtm-
dances. Thus none are impoverifl,ed, all enriched, the
afperities of human life worn away, and mankind made
happier by it. Hufbandry, manuf, wRure, and merchandize
are ks triple fupport : deprived of either of there, it would
¢.eafe.

Agriculture is the natural livelihood of a country but
thinly inhabited, as arts an,l manufac"tures are of a popu-
lous one. The high price of labour prevents manufac"tures
bring carried oa to advantage ia the firft _ fcarcity of foil
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obliges the inhabitants to purfue them in the latter. Upon
theft', and the confiderations arifing from the fertility and
produce of different climates, and fuch like principles, the
grand fyRem of the Britifh trade is founded. The col°
le&ed wisdom of the natio_ has always been attentive to
this great point of policy, that the national trade might
be fo balanced and poifi:d, as that each part of herextend-
ed dominions might be benefited, and the whole concen-
tre to the good of the empire. This evinces the neceffity
of a&s for regulating trade.

To prevent one part of the empire being enriched at
the expence and to the impoveriflfing of another, checks,
reRri_tions, and lbmetimes abfolute prohibitions, are necef-
fary. "J.'hefeare impofed ortaken off as circumRances vary.
To carry the a&s of trade into execution, many officers
are neceffary. Thus we fee a number of cuRom-houfe
officers fo conRituted, as to be checks and controuls upon
each other, and prevent their fwerving from their duty,
flaould they be tempted ; and a board ofcommiflioners ap-
pointed to fuperintend the whole, like the commiffioners
of the cuttoms in England. Hence alfo ariles the necef-
fity of courts of admiralty.

The laws and regulations of trade are eReemed in Eng-
land as facred. An eRate made by tinuggling, or purfuing
an illicit trade, is there looked upon asfilthylucre, as monies
amaffcd by gaming _ and upon the fame principle, becaufe
it is obtait:ed at the expence and often ruin of others. The
fmuggler not only injures the public, but often ruins the
fair trader.

The great extent offea-coafc, many harbours, the variety
of iflands, the numerous creeks and navigable rivers, af-
ford the greater opportunity to drive an illicit trade in there
colonies without dete&ion. This advantage has not been
overlooked by the avaricious, and many perfons feem to
have fet the laws of trade at a defiance. This accounts for

fo many new regulations being made, new officers appoint-
ed, and lhips ot war from time to time Rationed along th¢
continent. The way to Holland and back again is wetl
known; and by much the greatei't part of the tea that has
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been drank in America for feveral years, has been im-

Orted from thence and other places, in direct violation of
w. By this the fmugglers have amaffcd great crates, to

the prejudice of the fair trader. It was fentibly felt by the
EaR-India company ; they were prohibited from exporting
their teas to America, and were obliged to fell it at auC"tion
in London ; the London merchant purchafed it, and ptlt
a profit upon it when he fhipt it for America ; tile Ameri-
can merchant, in his turn, put a profit upon _t, and after
him tile l'hopkeeper ; fo that it came to the confumers
hands, at a very advanced price. Such quantities of tea
wereannually fmuggled, that it was l_.arcely worth while
for the American merchant to import tea/rom England at
all. Some of the principal trading towns in Ame, ica were
wholly fupplied with this commodity by thauggling: BoRon
however continued to import it, until advice was received
that the parliament had it in contemplation to permit the
EaR-India company to fend their teas dire&ly to America.
The Boil:on merchants then lent tk.cir orders conditionally
to their correfpondents in England, to have tea fhipt for
them, in care the EaR-India company's tea did not come
out. One merchant, a great whig, had fuch an order lying
in England for fixty cherts, on his own account, when the
company's tea was fcnt. An act of parliament was made
to enable the EaR-India company to ti:nd their tea direc_tly
to America, and fell it at au&ion there ; not with a view of

raifing a revenue from the three-penny duty, but to put it
©ut of the power of the fmugglers to injure them by their
infamous trade. We have it trom good authority, that
the revenue was not the confideration before parliament ;
and it is reafonable to fuppoli: it : for had that been the
point in view, it was only to reRore the former regulation,
which was then allowed to be conRitutional, and the re-

venue would have been refpectable. Had this new regu-
lation taken effe&, the people in America would have been
dgreatgainers. The wholefale merchant might have been

ep_ivcgl of rome of his gains ; but the retailer would have
fupplied himli:lfwith this article, dirc&ly from the au&ion,
and the coafumcr reap the benefit i as tea would have been

fold
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fold, under the price that had been ufual, b._,near one half,
Thus the country in general would have been great gain-
ers, the Eaft-lndia company fecured in fupplying the A-
merican markets with this article, which they are entitled
to by the laws of trade, and finuggling ftapprelred, at leat'_
as to tea. /_ lmug_ler and a whig are coufin-germans,
the offspring of two fi_ers, avarice and ambition. They'
had been playing into each others hands a long time. "l'hc
finuggler received protr&ion from the whi_: ; and he, in his
turn, received lupport from the frrmggler. Ti_e illicit trader
now demanded protc&ion from his kintman, and it would
have been unnatural in him to have rcfufed it ; and betide,
an opportunity pretimted ofl_rengthening his own intercfL
The confignees were conne&ed with the tories, and that
was a further llimulus._Accordingiv, the prefi; was.again
fee to work, and the old {tory repea_ed with additions about:
monopolies ; and many infatuated perfons once more
wrought up to a proper pitch to carry into execution any
violent mealiares, that their leaders fhould propofe. A bold
ftroke was refolved upon. The whigs, though they had
got the art of managing the people, had too much fenfe to
be ignorant that it was all a meet fineffe, not only without,
but dire&ly repugnant to law, coniC{rut{onand government,
and could not lall: always. "/'hey determined to put all at
hazard, and to be aut C,efar ave nibil. The approaching
fl_rm was/brefcen ; and the firt_ flfip that arrived with tim
tea was detained below Caftle-William. A body meetmgwas
affembled at the cld-fouth mecting-houfe, which has great
advantage over a town-meeting, as no law has yet af,-er-
rained the qualification of the voters ; each perlbn preti:nr,
of whatever age, et_ate, or country, may take the hberty to
{peak or vote at fuch an afli:mbly ;. and that may reeve at
a Ikrcen to the town where it originated, in cali: of any
difaffrous conf_:quence. The body-meeting cotafifl:ing of
feveral thou{ands, being thus affembled, with the leading
whigs at its head, in the firfr place lent for the owner ot_
the tca-thip, and required lrim to bring her to the wharf,
upon pain of their ddpleafure ; the fl_ip was accordingly
brought up, and the maf_cr was obliged to cater at the

cuftom.
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eul_om-houfe: He reported the tea, after which twenty
days are allowed for landing it and paying the duty.

The nex: f_cp was to refolve.mThcy relblved that the
tea lhould not be landed, nor the duty paid, that It fl_ould
go home in the fame bottom that it came in, &c. &c.
This was the fame as refolving to de,roy it, for as the/hip
had been compellrd to come to the wharf, and was entered
at the cuftom-houle, it could not, by law, be ck'ared out,
_ithout the duties being firft paid, nor could the Governor
grant a permit for the veffel to pals Cable-William, _ ithout
a cerlificate from the cul_om-houfi: of fuch clearance, con-
liflent with his duty. The body accordingly ordered a
military 8uard to watch the flfip every night untii further
orders. The confi_nees had been applied to, by the fele&-
men, to fired the tea-to England : they anfwered, they cnuld
not, for if they did, it would be torikited by the a_qs of
trade, and they fhould be liable to make good the lots to
the Ealblndia company. Some of the confignres were
mobbed, and all were obliged to fly to the cal_le, and there
immure themfelves. "Ihey petitioned the Governor and
Council to take the property of the li.afl:.India company
under their prote&ion. The council declined being con-
cerned in it. The confignees then offered the body to fcore
the tea under the care of the felt&men or a committee of
the town of Boron, and to have no further concern in the
matter until they could fend to England, and receive fur-
ther inl_ru&ions from their principals. This was refufed
• vith difdain. The military guard was regularly kept ia
rotation till the eve of the twentieth day, when the duties
muff. have been paid, the tea landed, or be liable to feizure;
then the m_htary guard was withdrawn, or rather omitted
being poiked ; and a number of perfons in difguife force-
ably entered the flfips (three being by this time arrived)
fplit open the cheRs, and emptied all the tea, being of tea
thoulhnd pounds fcerling value, into the dock, and per-
fumed the town with its fragrance. Another circumfcance
ought not to be omitted : the afternoon before the dettruc-
tionofthe tea, the body lent the ownerof one of the lhips to
_h¢ Governor_ to demand a pals _ h¢ anfwered_ that he

would




