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PRETF A CE

H1IS excellent pamphlet was publithed in

a feries of letters, which firft appeared in

one of the weekly news-papers at Boften, and
afterwards in the form of a pamphlet, entitled
MassaCcHUSETTENSIS, in the courfc of the laft
winter. It has been thought, that a republication
of a detail and difcuflion of fa&s and circuinftances,
which were unanfwerable upon the fpot, might at
leaft filence the clamors of thofe pecple at home,
who, without proper evidence or information, but
with an excefs of terror for our public liberties,
have perfuaded themfelves, that the caufe of Ame-
rica and true patriotifm is one and the fame, and
that, therefore, the conftitution of this country
muft at all events fubmit to the ruinous pretenfions
of her colonies. To enlarge upon the merits of
the piece itfelf, either refpeing the intimate
knowledge it contains of the fubje&, or the force,
acumen and jufticeof the author’s reafonings (what-
ever room the editor may fuppofe there is for en-
comiums), is purpofcly omitted, in deference to
the public, who will undoubtedly render the ap-
probation it may be fecund to deferve, It is necel=
fary,



vi PREFACE.

fary, and only ncceffary, to fay, that thefe letters’
were written by a gentleman of honor, rank and
Jearning, who faw what he defcribes, and who
knows the truth of what he avers. The refleftions,
which he has made (and refleCtions, juftly made,
conftitute, as M. Ro//in oblcrves, ¢¢ the very foul
¢ of hiftory’’), are natural and folid dedu&ions
from the ftate of things under his own obfervation.
They nced only a candid and impartial perufal to
be both admitted and admired; though, to the dif-
grace of human nature, it muft be owned, in the
words of a very ingenious writer, that weak is the
effeét of eloquence (and, | may add, even of reafon
and truth itlelf ) on the predeterminations of party®.
In a word, his fadts and arguments not only feem
inconteftable; but there appears, throughout the
whole, that fpirit of philanthropy and concern for
the welfare of his mifguided countrymen, which
recommends the author as much to the heart, as
his good fenfe docs his book to the underftanding.
The reader, however, ought to be apprized of
the author’s meaning in the ufe of the werds Whig
and Tory, which frequently occur in the letters.
Thefe terms have very different fignifications in
Old and New England. In America, the word
Tory now implies a friend to the fupremacy of the
Britifb conflitution over all the empire ; and the word
WG, an afferter of colonial independence, or (what
is juft the fame) of legiflations, diftinét and divided
from Britifh legiflation, in all the feveral provinces.
In this fenfe, and in this fenfe alone, are the terms
applied

® Principles of Pcnal Law: c. v.



PREFACE. vii

applied throughout the lctters (as the author him-
felf explains them at page 115.), and have no fort
of reference to the odious diftin&ions which fore
merly prevailed, but have now happily fubfided,
in this country, upon the notion of a feparate in=
tereft between the King and People. 1n the prefent
controver{y, the King and Pcople of the Britith
1flands bave, and can have, but oze intereft ; which
American independence, aiming firft at the anity of
our conftitution, then at the extent of our com-
merce, and laftly at the digmity of our power, at-
tempts to deftroy.  Yet this is the mock-patriot-
ifm of the day—a patrioti{m, founded on the igno-
rance of fome, urged by the artifices of others, and
tending to the ruin of all. To be a patriot in
inode, is to aim at a feparation of the ftate into
1wenty or thirty different parcels, inftead of feeking
a confolidation of feveral provinces into oze empire.
People of this ftamp are for faving our encmies the
trouble of enforcing the difficult part of their motto
— divide & impera — by attempting the frf? for
them. Happily, the good fenfe of the nation has
begun to detect the impofture; and, ’tis hoped,
that, in a little time, the well-difpofed Americans
will perceive, that Britons, detefting tyranny in all
its forms, and always willing to refcue even foreign
nations from the yoke of bondage, have no
thoughts of impofing it upon their children, ‘They
have ever been too brave.to be flaves themfelves,
and too gencrous to make flaves of others. They
never had more liberty in their perfons, propertics,
religion, fpeech, writings, and a&ions, than in the
prefent reign : 1 had almoft faid, they cannot have
more, without an abrogation of all order and go-

virne
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vernment. Thefe iavaluable bleflings can only be
fecured by the prefervation of their happy confti-
tution. In a word, let their enemies name the
monarchy or republic upon earth, which can boaft
their noble zeal for true liberty, or an equal pof-
feflion of public freedom !

And what has America obtained by her revolt
from the conftitution of Britain ? I fpeak not of
that province, which is at prefent the feat of war;
but of thofe, who are yet unmolefted in the exercife
of their new prerogatives, and of their boafted 7z-
tural rights. 'What oppreflions have not thefe en-
dared ffom the arbitrary dictates of a lawlefs con-
grefs, or the favage determinations of an infolent
mob ? Peaccable {ubjeéts, merely for being peace-
able, have been haled away to prifon, forced into
their army, or ftripped of their poffeflions. Men,
who have remonftrated againft fuch brutal proceed-
ings, have been ftill more ignominioufly treated,
and, without either the appearance of legal deci-
fion or the forms of legal punithment, have been
expofed to all the indecent refentments of an aban-
doncd multitude. Clergymen, of the eftablithed
church, have been driven from their cures, upon
no other account than for not omitting the prayer
for the King and royal family, in the common
ufe pf divinc fervice. Thefe are fome of the
choiceft bleflings, which congreflfes and commit-
tees have beftowed : Let me aik, if fuch can poffi-
bly be expe@ted from the King and parliament of
Great-Britain ?
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LETTER L

To the Inbhabitants of the Province of the Maffachu-
Jetts- Bay.
@Q@;EQ@HEN a people, by what means foever,
E"%:ﬁ%ﬁ;"ﬂ are reduced to fuch a fituation, that every
¥ r_{S‘{ thing they hold dear, as men and citizens,
PAND W 9 . ..
& %%3 is at ftake, it is not only excufable, but
Lémg cven praiicworthy, for an individual to offer
%‘P 5&4 to the public any thing, that he may think
has a tendency to ward off the impending
danger; nor fhould he be reftrained from an apprehen-
fion that what he may offer will be unpopular, any more
than a phyfician thould be reftrained from prefcribing a
(alutary medicine, through fear it might be unpalatable to
his patient.

‘The prefs, when open to all parties and influenced by
none, is a falutary engine in a free ftate, perhaps a neceffary
one to preferve the freedom of that ftate; but, when a
party has gained the afcendency fo far as to become the
licenfers of the prefs, either by an a& of government, or
by playing off the refentment of the populace againt prin-
ters and authors; the prefs itfelf becomes an engine of op-
preflion or licentioufnels, and is as pernicious to fociety as
otherwife it would be beneficial. It is too true to be de-
nied, that, ever fince the origin of our controver{y with
Great Britain, the prefs, in this town, has been much de-
voted to the partizans of liberty : they have been indulged
in publithing what they pleafed, fus vel nefas, while hrtle
has been publifhed on the part of government. The effe&t
this muft have had upon the minds of the people in genc-
ral is obvious ; they muft have formed their opinion upon
a partial view of the fubje&, and of courfe it muft have
been in fome degree erroncous: In thort, the changes

have
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have been rung fo often upon opprefiion, tyranny and
flavery, that, whether flceping or waking, they are con-
tinually vibrating in our ears; and it is now high time to
afk ourfclves, whether we have not been deluded by found
only.

Izly dear countrymen, let us diveft ourfelves of prejudice,
take a view of our prefent wretched fituation, contraft it
with our former happy one, carefully inveftigate the caufe,
and induftrioufly feek fome means to efcape the evils we
now feel, and prevent tholc that we have reafon to expect.

We have been fo long advancing to our prefent ftate, and
by fuch gradations, that perhaps many of us are infenfible
of our true ftate and real danger. Should you be told,
that a&s of high treafon are flagrant through the country,
that a great part of the province is in aclual rebellion; would
you believe it true 2 Should you not deem the perfon affert-
ing it an enemy to the province? Nay, fhould you not
fpurn him from you with indignation? Be calin, my

riends, it is neceffary to know the worft of a difeafe, to

enable us to provide an effeftual remedy. Are not the
bands of fociety cut afunder, and the fanctions, that hold
man to man, trampled upon? Can any of us recover a
debt, or obtain compenfation for an ir}jury, by law? Are
not many perfons, whom once we refpected and revered,
driven from their homes and tamilies, and forced to fly to
the army for protection, for no other reafon but their hav-
ing accepted commuffions under our king? Is not civil
government diffolved ? Some have been made to believe,
that nothing fhort of attempting the life of the king, or
fighting his troops, can amount to high treafon or rebel-
lion. 1If, reader, you arc one of thofe, apply to an honeft
lawyer (if fuch an one can be found), and enquire what
kind of offence it is, for a number of men to affemble
armed, and forceably to obftruét the courfe of juttice, even
to prevent the king’s courts from being held at their ftated
terms ; for a body of people to feize upon the king’s pro-
vincial revenue, I mean the monies colleéted by virtue of
grants made to his Majelty for the fupport of his govern-
ment within this proviace; for a body of men to aﬂ'q:blc
without
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without being called by authority, and to pafs governmental
aéls; or fer a number of people to take the militia out of the
hands of the king’s reprefentative; or to form a new mili-
tia, or to raife men and appoint officers for a public pur-
pofe, without the order or permiffion of the king or his
reprefentative ; or for a number of men to take to their
arms, and march with a profefled defign of oppofing the
king’s troops: afk, reader, of fuch a lawyer, what is the
crime, and what the punifhment ; and if per chance thou
art one that haft been a@ive in thefe things, and art not
infenfibility itfelf, his anfwer will harrow up thy foul.

I affure you, my friends, I would not that this conduét
fhould be told beyond the borders of this province; I
wifh it were configned to perpetual oblivion ; but, alas, it
is too notorious to be ccncealed : our news-papers have al-
ready publifhed it to the world, and we can neither prevent
nor conceal it. The fhaft is already fped, and the utmoft
excrtion is neceflary to prevent the blow. We already
feel the effe@s of anarchy : mutual confidence, affeltion
and tranquiility, thole fwecteners of human life, are fuc-
ceeded by diftruft, hatred and wild uproar; the ufeful
arts of agriculture and commerce are negletted for cabal-
ing, mobbing this or the other man, becaufe he atts,
fpeaks, or is fufpected of thinking different from the pre-
vailing fentiment of the times, in purchafing arms and
forming a militia, O height of madnefs! with a profefled
defign of oppofing Great-Britain. I fufpect many of us
have been induced to join in thefe meafures, or but faint-
ly to oppofe them, from an apprehenfion that Great-Bri-
tain would not or could not exert herfelf fufficiently to
fubdue America. Let us confider this matter : However
clofely we may hug ourfelves in the opinior that the parli-
ament has no right to tax or legiflate for us, the people
of England hold the contrary opinion as firmly : they tel}
us we arc a part of the Britfh empire; that every ftate
from the nature of government muft have a fupreme uncon-
troulable power coéxtenfive with the empire itielf; and that,
that power is velted in parliament. It is as abfurd to
deny this dottrine in Great-Britain, as it is to affert itin the

B2 colonics ;
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colonies; fo there is but little probability of ferving our-
felve. at this day by our ingenious diftinQlions between a
right of lzziflature for one purpofe and not for another.
We have bid them defiance, and the longeft fword muft
carry it, unlefs we change our meafures. Mankind are the
Jame in all parts of the world ; the fame fondncfs tor do-
minion that prefides in the breaft of an American, actuates
the breaft of an European. 1f the colonies are not a part
of the Britith empire already, and fubjet to the fupreme
authority of the itate, Great-Britain will make them fo.
Had e been prudent enough to confine our oppofition
within certain limits, we might have ftood fome chance of
fucceeding once more ; but alas we have paffed the Rubi-
con. It is now univerfally faid and belicved, in England,
that if this opportunity of reclaiming the colonies, and re-
ducing them to a fenie of their duty is loft, they in truth
will be difmembered from the empire, aid become as dif«
tin& a ftate from Great-Britain as Hanover that is, al-
though they may continue their allegiance to the perfon of
the King, they will own none to the imperial crown of
Great-Britain, nor yield obedicnce to any of her laws but
fuch as they fhall think proper to adopt. ~Can you indulge
the thought one moment, that Great-Britain will confent
to this ? For what has fhe protected and defended the colo-
nies againft the maritime powers of Europz, from their firft
Britifh fettlement to this day ? For what did fhe purchafe
New-York of the Dutch ? iFor what was fhe fo favifh of her
beft blood and treafure in the conqueft of Canada, and other
territories in America? Was it to raife up a rival ftate, or
to enlarge her own empire? Or, if the confideration of
empire was out of the quetiion, what fecurity can fhe have
of our trade, when once fhe has loft our obedience ? I men-
tion thefe things, my friends, that you may know how
people reafon upon the fubject in England; and to convince
you that you are much deccived, if you imagine that Great-
Britain wiil accede to the claims of the colonies: fhe will as
foon conquer New-England as Ireland or Canada, ifeicher
of them revolted; and by arms, if the milder influences
of government prove incfic&ual, Perhaps you are as {'la-

tally
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tally miftaken in another refpet, I mean as to the power
of Great-Britain to conquer; but can any of you, thac
think foberly upon the matter, be fo deluded as to believe
that Great-Britain, who fo lately carried her arms with
fuccefs to every part of the globe, triumphed over the
united powers of France and Spain, and whofe ficets give
law to the ocean, is unable to conquer us? Should the
colonies unite in a war with Great-Britain (which by the
way is not a fuppofable cafe) the colonies fouth of Penn-
fylvania would be unable to furnifh any men; they have
not more than is neceflary to govern their numerous flaves,
and to defend themfelves againtt the Indians. 1 will fup-
pofe that the northern colonies can furnith as many, and
indeed more men than can be ufed to advantage; but have
you arms fit for a campaign? If you have arms, have
you military flores, or can you procure them? When
this war is proclaimed, all fupplies from foreign parts
will be cut off. Have you money to maintain the war 2
Or had you all thoe things, fome others are ftill wanting,
which are ablolutely neceffary to encounter regular troops,
that is difcipline, and that fubordination whereby each
can command all below him from a general ofticer to
the lowelt fubaltern: thefe you neither have nor can
have in fuch a war. It is well known that the provincials
in the late war were never brought to a proper difcipline,
though they had the example ot the regular troops to en-
courage, and the martial law to enforce it.  We all know,
notwithitanding the province law for regulating the militia,
it was under but little more command than what the ofiicers
could obtain from treating and humouring the common
foldiers : what then can be expeéted frem fuch an army as
you will bring into the field, it you bring any, each one a
politician, pufted up with his own opinion, and feeling
himtelf fecond to none? Can any of you command ten
thoufand fuch men? Can you punifh the dilobedicnt ?
Can all your wifdom direét their ftrength, courage and
adtivity to any given point? Would not the leaft difap-
pointment or unfavourable afpect caufe a general derelic-
tion of the fervice ? Your new-fangled militia have alrcady

given
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given us a fpecimen of their future condut. In fome of
their companies, they have already chofen two, in others
three fets of officers, and are as diffatisfied with the laft
choice as the firft. 1 do not doubt the natural bravery of
my countrymen : all men would a& the fame part in the
fame fituation. Such is the army, with which you ar¢ to
oppofe the moft powerful nation upon the globe. An
experienced officer would rather take his chance with five
thoufand Britith troops, than with fifty thoufand fuch mi-
litia, I have hitherto confined my obfervations to the war
within the interior parts of the colonies ; let us now turn
our eyes to our extenfive fea coalt, and that we find
wholly at the mercy of Great-Britain ; our trade, ffhery,
navigation and maritime towns taken {from us, the very day
that war is proclaimed. Inconceivably thocking the icene,
if we turn our views to the wildernefs; our back fettlements
a prey to our ancient encmy, the Canadians, whofe wounds
received from us in the late war will bleed afrefh at the
profpet of revenge, and to the numerous tribes of fa-
vages, whofe tender mercies are cruelties : thus with the
Britith navy in the front, Canadians and favages in the
rear, a regular army in the midft, we muft be certain thar,
when cver the fword of civil war is unfheathed, devafta-
tion will pafs through our land like a whirlwind, our
boufes be burnt to athes, our fair poffeffions laid watfte,
and he thar falls by the fword will be happy in efcaping
a more ignominious death.

I have hitherto gone upon a fuppofition that all the co-
lonies from Nova-Scotia to Georgia would unite in the war
againft Great-Britain; but I believe if we conflider coolly
upon the matter, we fhall find no reafon to expet any af-
fiftance out of New-England: if fo, there will be no arm
ftrctched out to fave us, New-England, or perhaps this
felf-devoted province will fall alone the unpitied viétim of
its own folly, and furnifh the world with one more inftance
of the fatal confequences of rebellion.

1 have as yet faid nothing of the diffcrence in fenti-
ment among ourfelves: upon a fuperficial view we
might imagine, that this province was nearly unanimoEs,

ut
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but the cafe is far different. A very confiderable part of
the men of property in this province are at this day
firmly attached to the caule of government; bodies of
men compelling perfons to difavow their fentiments, to
refign commilflions, or to fubfcribe leagues and covenants,
have wrought no change in their fentiments : it has only
attached them more clofely to government, and cavcfed
them to wifh more fervently, and to pray more devoutly
for its reftoration: thefe and thoufands befide, if they fight
at all, will fight under the banners of loyalty. I can affure
you that affociations are now forming in feveral parts of
this province for the fupport of his Majefty’s government
and mutval defence; and let me tell you, when ever the
royal ftandard fhall be fet up, there will be fuch a flocking
to it, as will aftonith the moft obdurate. And now, in
God’s name, what is it that has brought us to this brink
of deftruétion ? Has not the government of Great-Britain
been as mild and equitable in the colonies as in any pare of
her extenfive dominions ? Has not fhe been a nurling mo-
ther to us from the days of our infancy to this time? Has
fhe not been indulgent almotft to a faule? Might not each
one of us at this day have fat quictly under his own vine
and fig-tree, and there have been none to make us afraid,
were it not for our own folly? Will not pofterity be amazed,
when they are told that the prefent diftraétion took its rife
from a three-penny duty on tea, and call it a more unac-
countable frenzy, and more difgraceful to the annals of
America than that of the witcheraft.

I will attempt in the next paper to retrace the fteps and
mark the progreffions that led us to this ftate. I promife
to do it with fidelity, and, if any thing fhould look like re-
fleing on individuzls or bodies of men, it muft be fet down
to my impartiality, and not to a fondnefs for cenfuring,.

MASSACHUSETTENSIS,
December 12, 1774.

LET-
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LETTER IL
To the Inbabitants of the Province of MafJacbufetts-Bay.

My pear COunNTRYMEN,

ENDEAVOURED laft weck to convince you of our

rcal danger, not to render you defperate, but to induce
you to feeck immediately fome effe€tual remedy.  Our cafe
is not remedilefs, as we have to deal with a nation not lefs
generous and humane than powerful and brave; juft in-
deed, but not viadi€tive,

I fhall, in this and fucceflive papers, trace this yet
growing diftemper through its feveral ftages, from its firft
rife to the prefent hour, point out the caules, mark the
cfférs, fhew the madnefs of perfevering in our prefent line
of condu&, and recommend what, 1 have been long con-
vinced, is our only remedy. I confeis my felf to be one
of thofe that think our prefent calamity is in a great mea-
fure to be attributed to the bad policy of a popular party
in this province ; and that their meafures for feveral years
paft, whatever may have been their intention, have been
diametrically oppofite to their profeflion,—the public
good ; and cannot, at prefent, but compare their leaders
to a falle guide, who, having led a benighted travelier
through many mazes and windings in a thick wood, finds
himfelf at length on the brink ot a horrid precipice, and,
to fave himfelf, feizes falt hold of his follower, to the utmoft
hazard of plunging both headieng down the fteep, and
being dafhed in pieces together againlt the rocks below,

Inordinary cales, we may talk in the meafured language
of a courtier ; but when fuch a weightof vengeance is fuf-
pended over our heads, by a fingle thread, as chreatens
every moment to crufh us to atoms, delicacy itfelf would
be ill-timed : I will declare the plain truth whenever 1 find
it, aad claim it as a right to canvafs popular meafures and
expofe their errors and pernicicus tendency, as freely as
governmental meafures are canvafied, fo long as 1 confine
myfelf within the limits of the law.

At the conclufion of the late war, Great-Britain found,
that, though fhe had bumbied her enemies, and greatly en-

larged
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larged her own empire, that the national debt zmounted
to almoft one hundred and fifty millions, and that the an-
nual expence of keeping her extended dominions 1n a ftate
of defence, which good policy diftates no lefs in a time of
peace than war, was increafed in proportion to the new ac-
quilitions. Fleavy taxes and duties were already lzid, not
only upon the luxuries and conveniences, but even the ne-
ceflaries of life in Great-Britain and Ireland. She knew,
that the colonies wcre as much bencfited by the conquefts
in the late war, as any part of the empire, and indeed
more fo, as their contincental foes were fubdued, and they
might now extend their fettlements not only to Canada,
but even to the weftern ocean—The greateft opening was
given to agriculture, the natural livelihood of the country,
that ever was known in the hiftory of the world, and their
trade was proteted by the Britifh navy. The revenue to
the crown, from America, amounted to but little more
than the charges of colleéting it.—She thought it as reafon-
able, that the colonies fhould bear a part of the national
burden, as that they fhould thare in the national benefit.
For this purpofe, the ftamp-a& was paflfed.  The colonies
foon found, that the duties impofed by the ftamp-2é& would
be grievous, as they were laid upon cuftom-houfe papers,
law-proceedings, conveyancing, and indced extended to
alnoft all ctheir internal trade and dealings. It was gene-
rally believed through the colonies, that this was a tax not
only exceeding our proportion, but beyond our utmoft
ability to pay. This idca united the colonies generally
in oppofing it. At firft we did not dream’ of denying the
authority of parliament to tax us, much lefs to legiflate
for us.  'We had aiways confidered ourfelves, as a part of
the Britith empire, and the parliament, as the fupreme
legiflature of the whole. A&s of parliament for regulating
our internal polity were familiar. We had paid peflage,
agreeable to act of parliament for eftablithing a poft-office,
cGuties impofed for regulating trade, and even for raifing a
revenucto the crown, without queftioning the right, though
we clofcly adverted to the rate or quantum. We knew that,
in ali thofe aéts of government, the good of the whole had

C teen
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been confulted, and, whenever through want of information
any thing grievous had been ordained, we were fure of
obtaining redre(s by a proper reprefentation of it. We
were happy in our fubordination; but in an evil hour, un-
der the influence of fome malignant planet, the deflign was
formed of oppofing the ftamp-aét by a denial of the right
of parliament to make it. The love of empire is {o predo-
minant in the human breaft, that we rarely find an indivi-
dual content with relinquifhing a power that he is able to
retain ; never, a body of men. Some few months after it
was known that the {tamp-a¢t was paffed, fome refolves of
the houfe of burgeffes in Virginia, denying the right of
parliament to tax the colonies, made their appearance.
We read them with wonder—they favoured of indepen-
dence—they flattered the human paffions—the reafoning
was fpecious—we withed it conclufive. The tranfition,
to believing it fo, was eafy—and we, and almoft all Ame-
rica, followed their example, in refolving that the parlia-
ment had no fuch right. It now became unpopular to
fuggeft the contrary ; his life would be in danger that af-
ferted it. The news-papers were open to but one fide of
the queftion; and the inflaimmatory pieces that iffued
weekly from the prefs, worked up the populace to a fit
temper to commit the outrages that infued. A non-im-
portation was agreed upon, which alarmed the merchants
and manufatturers in England. It was novel, and the
people in England then fuppofed, that the love of liberty
was fo powerful in an American merchant, as to ftifle his
love of gain, and that the agreement would be rcligioufly
adhered to. It has been faid, that feveral thoufands were
expended in England, to foment the difturbances there.
However that may be, oppofition to the miniftry was then
gaining ground, from circumftances, foreign to this.—
The miniftry was changed, and the ftamp-alt repealed.—
The repealing ftatute paffed, with difficulty however,
through the houfe of peers: near forty noble lords protefted
againt giving way to ch an oppolition, and foretold what
has fince literally come to pafs in confequenceof it.  When
the ftatute was made, impofing dutics upon glafs, p;psy,

ndia
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India teas, &c. imported into the colonies, it was faid, that
this was another inftance of taxation; for fome of the dutied
commodities were neceflaries, we had them not within
ourfelves, were prohibited from importing them from any
place except Great-Britain, were therefore obliged to 1m-
port them from Great-Britain, and, confequently, were
obliged to pay the dutics. Accordingly, news-paper pub-
lications, pamphlets, refolves, non-importation agreements,
and the whole fyftem of American oppolition, were again
put in motion. We obtained a partial repeal of this
ftatute, which took off the duties from all the articles, ex-
cept teas. This was the lucky moment when to have
clofed the difpute. 'We might have made a fafe and ho-
norable retreat. We had gained much, perhaps more
than we expected. If the parliament had paffed an act,
declaratory of their right to tax us; our affemblies had re-
folved, ten times, that they had no fuch right.  'We could
not compiain of the three-penny duty on tea as burden-
fome, for a fhilling which had been laid upon it, for the
purpofe of regulating trade and therefore was allowed to
be conftitutional, was taken off; fo that we were in fact
gainers nine-pence in a pound by the new regulation. If
the appropriation of the revenue, arifing from this ftatute
was difrelifhed, it was only our ftriking off one article of
luxury from our manner of living, an article too, which
if we may believe the refoives of moft of the towns in this
province, or rely on its colleéted wifdom in a refolve of the
houfe of reprefentatives, was to the laft degree ruinous to
health. It was futile to urge its being a precedent, as a
reafon for keeping up the ball of contention ; for, allowing
the fupreme legiflature ever to want a precedent, they had
many for laying duties on commodities imported into the
colunies. And befides, we had great reafon to believe that
the remaining part of the ftatute would be repealed, as
foon as the parliament fhould fuppofe it could be done
with honour to themfelves; as theincidentalrevenue, arifing
from the former regulation, was four fold to the revenue
arifing from the latter. A claim of the right, could work
no injury, fo long as there was no grievous exercife of it;
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efpecially as we had protefted againft it, through the whole,
and could not be faid to have departed from our claims in
the lealt. We might now upon good terms have dropped
the difpute, and been happy in the affections of our mo-
ther-country ; but sbat is yet to come.  Party is infepara-
ble from a tree ftate. The feveral diftributions of power,
as they are limited by, fo they create perpetual diffentions
between, each other, about their refpeétive boundaries ;
but the greateft fource is the compeution of individuals for
preferment in the ftate.  Popularity is the ladder by which
the partizans ufually climb.—Accordingly the ftruggle is,
who [hall have the greateft fhare of it.  Each party profefles
difinterested patriotifin, though fome cynical wriiers have
ventured to affert, that felf-love is the ruling paffion of the
whole, There were two parties in this province of pretty
long ftanding, known by the name of wbig and tory,
which at this time were not a little imbittered againft each
other.—Men of abilities and acknowledged probity were
on both fides. If the tories were fufpedted of purfuing
their private intereft through the medium of court favour,
there was equal reafon to fufpe the whigs of purfuing
their private intereft by the means of popularity.  Indeed
fome of them owed all their importance to it, and muft in
a little time have funk into obfcurity, had thefe turbulent
commotions then fubfided.

The tories and whigs took different routs, as ufual.
The torics were for clofing the controverfy with Great-
Britain, the whigs for continuing it: the tories were for
reftoring government in the province, which had become
greatly relaxed by thele convulfions, to its former tone;
the whigs were averfe to it: they cven refuled to revive a
temporary riot act, which expired about this time,  Per-
haps they thought, that mobs were a ncceffary ingredient in
their fyftem of oppolition : However, the whigs had great
advantages in the unequal combat, their fcheme flattered
the people with the idea of independence ; the tories’ plan
fuppoled a degree of fubordination, which israther an hu-
miliating idea; belides there is a propenfity in mento believe
themfelves injured and opprefled whenever they are tofld

O,
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fo. Tlie ferment, raifed in their minds in the time of the
ftamp-act, was not yet allayed, and the leaders of the whigs
had gained the confidence of the people by their fuccefles
in their former ftruggle; fo that they had nothing to do but
to keep up the fpiric among the people, and they were fure
of commanding in this province. It required fome pains
to prevent ther” minds fertling into that czlm, which is or-
dinarily the eftet of a mild government ; the whigs were
fenfible that there was no oppreffion that could be cither
feen or feley if any thing was in reality amifs in govern-
ment, it was its being too lax : So far was it from the in-
nocent being in danger of fuffering, that the moft atrocious
offenders-elcaped with impuniiy.  They accordingly ap-
plied themfclves to work upon the imagination, and to
inflame the pailion; for this work they pofiefied great
talents. I will do juftice to their ingenuity : they were in.
timately acquainted with the feelings of man, and knew
all the avenucs to the human heart:—Effigics, paintings,
and other imagery, were exhibited ; the fourteenth of Au-
ouit was celebrated annually as a feftival incommemoration
of a mob’s deftroying a building, owncd by the late Licu-
tenant Governor, which was fuppofed to have been ereéted
for a ftamp-office, and compelling him to refign his office
of ftamp-matfter under liberty-tree ; annual orations were
delivered in the old-fouth meeting houfe, on the fifth of
Murch, the day when fome perfons were unfortunately
killed by a party of the twenty-ninth regiment; lifts of
imaginary gricvances were continually publifhed; the
peopie were told weekly, that the miniftry had formed a
plan to enflave them ; that the duty upon tea was only a
prelude to a window-tax, hearth-tax, land-tax, and poll-
tax, and thefe were only paving the way for reducing the
country to Jordfhips: this laft bait was the more ealfily
fwallowed, as there feems to be an apprehenfion of that kind
hereditary to the people of Ncw-England; and they were
conjured by the duty they owed themfelves, their country,
and their Gop, by the reverence due to the facred memory
of their anceftors, and all their toils and fufferings in this
once inhofpitable wildernefs, and by their affections for

unborn
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unborn millions, to roufe and exert themfelves in the
common caufe. This perpetual incantation kept the peo-
ple in continual alarm.  We were farther ftimulated by
being told, that the people of England were depraved, the
parliament venal, and the miniftry COTTupt ; NOr Were at-
tempts wanting to traduce Majefty itfelf.  The kingdom
of Great-Britain was depicted as an ancient ftruture, once
the admiration of the world, now fliding from its bafe, and
rufhing to its fall. At the fame time, we were calied upon
to mark our own rapid growth, and to behold the certain
evidence that America was upon the eve of independent
empire.

When we confider what effect a well wrote tragedy or
novel has on the human paffions, though we know it to be
all fictitious ; what effect muft all this be fuppofed to have
had upon thofe, that belicved thefe high wrought images to
be realities ?

The tories have been cenfured for remiflucfs innot having
exerted themfelves fufficiently at this period : The truth of
the cafe is this; they faw and fhuddered at the gathering
ftorm, but durft not attempt to difpel it, left 1t fhould
burft on their own heads. Printers were threatned with
the lofs of their bread, for publithing freely on the tory
fide. One Mr. Mien was forced to fly the country for
perhitting in it

All our diffenting minifters were not ina&tive on this oc-
cafion. When the clergy engage in a political warfare,
religion becomes a moft powerful engine, either to fupport
or overthrow the ftate. ' What effeét muft it have had upon
the audience to hear the fame fentiments and principles
which they had before read in a news-paper, delivered on
Sundays from the pulpits, with a religious awe, and
the moft folemn appeals to heaven, from lips which they
had been taught, from.their cradles, to believe could utter
nothing but eternal truths 2 What was it natural to expe@t
from a people, bred under a free conftitution, jealous of
their liberty, credulous even to a proverb, when told their
privileges were in danger, thus wrought upon in the ex-
treme?, I anfwer:—Quirages, difgraceful to humanity\i;/fclﬁ
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What mifchief was not an artful man, who had obtained the
confidence and guidance of fuch an enraged multitude, ca-
pable of doing ? He had only to point out this or the other
man as an enemy to his country, and no charafler, ftation,
age or merit, could prote¢t the profcribed from their fury.
Happy was it for him, if he could fecrete his perfon, and
fubject his property only to their lawlefs ravages. By fuch
means, many people naturally brave and humane, have
been wrought upon to commit fuch a&ts of private mifchief
and public violence, as will blacken many a page in the
hiftory of our country.

I fhall next trace the cffeéts of this fpirit, which the whigs
had thus infufed into the body of the people, through the
courts of common law, and the general-affembly; and
mark the ways and means whereby they availed themfelves
of it to the fubverfion of our charter conftitution, antece-
dent to the late a& of parliament.

MASSACHUSETTENSIS.
December 19, 1774.

L ETTER I1I.

To the Inbabitants of tbe Province of Maflachufetis-Bay.
O undertake to convince a perfon of his error is the
indifpenfable duty, the certain, though dangerous,
teft of friendfhip. He that could fee his friend perfevering
in a fatal error, without reminding him of ir, and ftriving to
reclaim him, through fear that he might thereby incur his
difpleafure, would little deferve the facred name himfelf.
Such delicacy is not only falfe, but criminal. Were
I not fully convinced, upon the moft mature deliberation
that I am capable of, that the temporal falvation of this
province depends upon an entire and ipeedy change of mea-
fures, which muft depend upon a change of fentiment, re-
{pecting ourown conduét, and the jufticeof the Britifh nation;
1 never fhould have obtruded myielf on the public.—I re-
peat my promife, to avoid perfonal refle€tion as much as
the nature of the tafk will admic of ; but I will continue
faithfully to expofe the wretched policy of the whigs, tho’
1 may be obliged to penetrate the arcana, and difcovcxl' fuch
things
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things as, were there not a ncceflity for it, I fhould be in-
finitely happicr in drawing a veil over, or covering with a
mantle.  Should I be fo unfortunate as to incur your dil-
pleafure, 1 fhall neverthelefs think myfelf happy if I can
but fnatch onc of my fellow-fubjeéts as a brand out of the
burning.

Perhaps fome may imagine, that I have reprefented
too many of my countrymen, as well as the leading whigs,
in an unjuil point of light, by fuppofing thefe fo wicked
as to miflead, or shofe fo little circumfpect as to be mifled,
in matters of the laft importance.  'Whoever has been con-
verfant with the hiftory of man, muft know that it abounds
with fuch inftances.  The fame ganie, and with the fame
fuccefs, has been played in all ages and in all countries.

The bulk of the people are generally but little verfed in
.matters of flate.  Want of inclination or opportunity to
figure in public life, makes them content to reft the affairs
of government in the hands, where accident or merit has
placed them.  Their views and cmployments are confined
to the humbler walks of bufinefs or retirement.  There is
a latent fpark however ia their breafts, capable of being
kindled into a flame; to de this has always been the em-
ployment of the difaffeted. They begin by reminding
the people of the clevated rani they hoid in the univerfe,
as men ; that all men by nature are equal ; that Kings are
but the minilters of the people ; that their authority 1s de-
Jegated to them by the people for their good; and that they
have a right to refume it, and place iz in other hands, or
keep it themfelves, whenever it is made ufe of to opprefs
them. Doubtlefs there have becn inftances, where thefe
principles have been inculcated to obtain a redrels of real
gricvances, but they have been much oftener perverted to
she worft of purpofes.—No government, however perfeét
in theory, is adminiftered in perfetion ; the frailty of man
does not admit of it. A fmall miftake, in point of policy,
often furnifhes a pretence to libel government, and per-
fuadethe people, that their rulers are tyrants, and the whole
povernment a fyftem ot oppreflion.  Thus the feeds of fe-
diticn are ufually fown; and the people are led to facrifice

real
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real liberty to licentioufnefs, which gradually ripens into
rebellion and civil war.  And what is {till more to be L.
mented, the generality of the people, who are thus made
the dupes of artifice, and the mere tilts of ambition, are
fure to be lofers in the end.  The beft they can expedt, is
to be thrown neglected by, when they are no longer want.
ed ; but they are feldom fo happy : if they are fubdued,
coniiication of eftate and ignominious death are their por-
tion 3 if they conquer, their own army is often turned
upan them, to fubjugate them to a more tyrannical go-
vernment than that they rebelled againft. Hiftory is re-
plete with inftances of this kind : we can trace them in re-
mote antiquity 3 we find them in modern times, and have a
remaikable one in the very country from which we are de-
rived. It is an univerfal truth, that he that would excite
a rebellion, whatever profeffions of philanthropy he may
make, when he is in(‘muating and worming him(elf into the
good graces of the people, Is at heart as great a tyrant as
ever weilded the iron rod of oppreflion. I fhall have occa-
fion hereafter to confider this matter more fully, when I
fhall endeavour to convince you, how little we can gain,
and how much we may lofe, by this unequal, unnatural,
and defperate conteft. My prefent bufinefs is, to trace the
fpirit of oppofition to Greac-Britain through the general
court, and the courts of common law. In moderate times,
a reprefentative that votes for an unpopular meafure, or
oppofes a popular one, is in danger of lofing his eletion
the next year; when party runs high, he is fare to do it.
It was the policy of the whigs to have their quettions, upon
high matters, determined by yea and nay votes, which
were publithed with the reprefentatives names in the next
gazette. This was commonly followed by fevere ftrictures
and the moft illiberal invedives upon “the diffentients ;
fometimes they were held up as obje@s of retentment, of
contempt at others; the abufe was in proporiion to the
extravagance of the meafure they oppofed. This may
feem not worth notice, but its confequences were impor-
tant. The fcurrility made its way into the diffentienc’s
town, it furnithed his comperitor with means to fupplant
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him, and he took care to fhun the rock his predeceffor
had fplit upon. 1n this temper of the times, it was enough
to know who voted with Caffius and who with Lucius,
to determine who was a friend and who an enemy to the
country, without once adverting to the queftion before the
houfe. The lofs of a feat in the houfe was not of fo much
confequences but, when once he became ftigmatized as an
cnemy to his country, he was expofed to infult; and if his
profeflion or bufinefs was fuch, that his livelihood depend-
ed much on the good graces of his fellow citizens, he was
in danger of lofing his bread and involving his whole fami-
ly in ruin.

One particular fet of members, in committee, always
prepared the refolves and other fpirited meafures. At firft
they were canvafled freely, at length would flide through
the houfe without meeting an obftacle : The lips of the
diffentients were fealed up; they far in filence, and beheld
with infinite regret the meafures they durft not oppofe.
Many were borne down againtt their wills by the violence
of the current: upon no other principle can we reconcile
their oftenfible condu® in the houfe to their declarations in
private circles, The apparent unanimity in the houle en-
couraged the oppofition out of dours, and ¢bat in its turn
ftrengthened the party in the houfe.  Thus they went on,
mutually fupporting and up-lifting each other.  Affemblies
and towns refolved alternately : fome of them only omitted
refolving to fnatch the fceptre out of the hands of our So-
;rcrcigri, and to ftrike the imperial crown from his facred
icad.

A matfter-ftroke in politics, refpe@ing the agent, ought
not to be negle¢ted. Each colony has ufually an agent re-
fiding at the court of Great-Britain: Thele agents are ap-
pointed by the three branches of their feveral affemblies,
and indeed there cannot be a provincial agent without fuch
appointment. The whigs foon found, that they could not
have fuch fervices rendered them from a provincial agent,
as would anfiwer their purpofes. The houfe therefore re-
fufed to join with the other two branches of the general
coust in the appoiatment. ‘The houfe chofc an agcn}t‘ for
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themfclves; and the council appointed another. Thus we
had two agents for private purpofes, and the expence of
agency doubled ; and with equal reafon a third might have
been added, as agent for the Governor, and the charges
been trebled.

The additional expence was of little confideration, com-
pared with another inconvenience that attended this new
mode of agency. The perfon, appointed by the houle, was
the oftenfible agent of the province, though in fall he was
only the agent of a few individuals that had got the art of
managing the houfe at their pleafure. He knew his con-
tinuing in office depended upon them.  An office that
yielded feveral hundred pounds fterling annually, the bufi-
nefs of which confifted in little more than attending the le-
vees of the Great, and writing letters to America, was
worth preferving. Thus he was under a ftrong temptation
to facrifice the province to a party ; and echoed back the
fentiments of his patrons.

The advices, continually reccived from one of the perfons
that was thus appointed agent, had great influence upon
the members of the houfe of more moderate principles.
He had puthed his refearches deep into nature, and made
important difcoveries : they thought he had done the fame
in politics, and did not admire him lefs as a politician than
as a philofopher, His intelligence, as to the difpofition of
his Majefty, the miniftry, the parliameat, and the nation in
general, was deemed the moft authentic. He advifed us
to keep up our oppofition, to refolve and re-refolve, to
cherith a milicary fpirit ; uniformly holding up this idea,
thatif we continued firm, we had nothing to fear from the
government in England. He even propofed fome modes
of oppofition himfelf. The fpirited meafures were always
ufthered into the houfe with a lester from him. 1 have been
fometimes almoft ready to fufpeét him of being the primum
mobile, and that, like the man behind the curtain at a pup-
pet-thew, he was playing off the figures here with bisown
fecret wires. If he advifed to thefe meafures contrary to
his better knowledge, from finifter views, and to ferve a
private purpole, he has wilfully done the province irrepa-
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rable injury. However, I will do him juftice: he enjoined
it upon us to refrain from violence, as that would unite the
nation againft us; and I am rather inclined to think that
he was deceived himfelf with refpet to the meafures he re-
commended, as he had already fclt the refentment of that
very government which he told us there was nothing to fear
from.  This difpofition of the houfe could not have pro.
duced fuch fatal effeéts, had the other two branches of the
legiflature retained their conftitutional freedom and in-
fluence. They might have been a fufficient check.

The councillors depended upon the general affembly for
their political exiftence: the whigs reminded the council
of their mortality. If a councillor oppofed the violent
meafures of the whigs with any fpirit, he loft his ele&tion
the next May. The council confifted of twenty-cight.
From this principle, near half that number, moftly men
of the firft families, note and abilities, with every pefiible
attachment to their native country, and as far from temp-
tation as wealth and independence could remove them,
were tumbled from their feats in difgrace.  Thus the board,
which was intended to moderate between the two extremes
of prerogative and privilege,loft its weight in the fcale, and
the political balance of the province was deftroyed.

Had the chair been able to retain its own conftitutional
influence, the lofs of the board would have been lefs fele;
but, no longer fupported by the board, that fell likewite,
The Governor, by the charter, could do little or nothing
without the council. If he called upon a military officer
to raife the militia, he was anfwered, they were there ale
ready. If he called upon his council for their affiftance,
they muft firft enquire into the caufe. If he wrote to go-
vernment at home to ftrengthen his hands, fome officious
perfons procured and fent back his letters,

It was not the perfon of a Bernard or Hutchinfon that
made them obnoxiéus: any other governors would have
met with the fame fate, had they difcharged their duty with
equal fidelity ; that is, had they ftrenuoufly oppofed the
principles and praftices of the whigs; and when they

tound that the government here could nat fupport itfelf,
wrote
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wrote home for aid fufficientto do it, And let me tell you,
had the intimations in thofe letters, which you are taught
to execrate, been timely attended to, we had been as happy
a people as good government could make us.  Governor
Bernard came here recommended by the affections of the
Erovincc, over which he had prefided. His abilities are ac-

nowledged. True Britith honefty and punétuslity are
traits in his charadter too ftrongly marked to efcape the eye
of prejudice itfelf.  We know Governor Rutchinfon to be
amuable and exemplary in private life : his great abilities,
integrity and humanity, were confpicuous in the feveral
important departments that he filled, before his appoint-
ment to the chair, and refle€t honour on his native country.
But his abilities and integrity, added to his thorough
knowledge of the province, in all its interelts and conneca
tions, were infufficient in this cafe. The conftitution it-
fclf was gone, though the ancient form remained: the
fpirit was truly republican. He endeavoured to reclaim
us by gentle means. He ftrove to convince us by argu-
ments, drawn from the firlt principles of government, our
feveral charters, and the exprefs acknowledgments of our
anceftors, that our claims were inconfiftent with the fub-
ordination due to Great-Britain ; and, if perfifted in, might
work the deftruétion of thofe that we were entitled to, For
this, he was called an enemy to his country, and fet up as a
mark for the envenomed arrows of malice and party rage.
Had [ entertained a doube about its being the governor,
and not the man, that was aimed at; the admirable facility
with which the news-paper abufe was transferreq from
Governor Hutchinfon to his humane and benevolent fuc-
ceflor, General Gage, almoft as foon as he fet foot on our:
fhore, would have removed it,

Thus, difafeCtion to Great-Britain being infufed into
the body of the people, the fubtle poifon ftole through all
the veins and arteries, contaminated the blood, and deftroy-
ed the very ftamina of the conftitution. Had not the courts
of juftice heen tainted in the early ftages, our government
might have expelled the virus, purged off the peccant hu-.
mors, and recovered itg former vigour by its own i’c:cn%tl?c.
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“The judges of the fuperior courts were dependent upon
the annual grants of the general court for their fupport.
Their falaries were fmall in proportion to the falaries of
other officers in the government of lefs importance.

They had often petitioned the affembly to enlarge them,
without fuccefs. They were at this time reminded of their
dependence.  However, it is but juftice to fay, that the
judges remained unfhaken, amid the raging tempefts, which
1s to be attributed rather to their firmnefs than fituation.
But the fpirit of the times was very apparent in the juries.
The grand jurors were ele&ive; and in fuch places where
fibels, riots, and infurreftions were the moft frequent, the
high whigs took care to get themfclves chofen. The judges
pointed out to them the {editious hbels on governors, ma-
giftrates, and the whole government; but to no effect. They
were enjoined to prefent riots and infurrections, of which
there was ample evidence, with as little fuccefs.

It is difficult to account for fo many of the firft rate
whigs being returned to ferve on the petit-jury at the term
next after extraordinary infurre&ions, without fuppofing
fome legerdemain in drawing their names out of the box.
It is certain, that, notwithftanding fwarms of the moft viru-
lent libels infefted the province, and there were fo many
riots and infurre&ions, fcarce one offender was indited,
and I think not one conviéted and punifhed. Caufes of
#mecum et tuum were net always exempt from party influence,
The mere circumftance of the whigs gaining the afcen-
dency over the torics is trifing. Had the whigs divided
the province between them, as they once flattered them-
felves they fhould be able to do, it would have been of
little coniequence to the community, had they not cut
afunder the very finews of government, and broke in
picces the ligaments of focial life in the attempt. T will
mention two inftances, which 1 have fele&ted out of many,
of the weaknefs of our government, as they are recent and
unconnc&ed with a&ts of parliament. One Malcolm, 2
Joyal fubje&, and, as fuch, entitled to proteétion, the even-
ing before the laft winter feffions of the general-court, was
dragged out of his houfe, firipped, tarred and f':athcredci
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and carted feveral hours in the fevereft froft of that wiriter,
to the urmoft hazard of his life. He was carried to the
gallows with an halter about his neck, and, in his paffage
to and from the gallows, was beaten with as cruel ftripes
as ever were admuniftered by the hands of a favage. The
whipping, however, kept up the circulation of his blood,
and faved the poor man’s life. When they had fatiated
their malice, they difperfed in good order. This was tranf-
acted in the prefence of thoufands of fpe&tators, fome of
whom were members of the general-court. Malcolm’s
life was defpaired of feveral days, but he furvived and pre-
fented a memorial to the general-affembly, praying their in-
terpofition. The petition was read, and all he obrained
was, leave to withdraw it, So that he was deftitute of pro-
tection evesy hour until he left the country ; as were thou-
fands befide, until the arrival of the King’s troops.” This
originated in a fmall fracas in the ftreet, wherein Malcolm
ftruck, or threatened to ftrike, a perfon that infulted him,
withacutlafs,and had no connection withthe quarrel of the
times, unlefs hisfuftainingafmallpoftin the cuftoms made it.
The other inftance is much ftronger than this, as it
was totally detached from politics. It had been fufpeéted,
that infection had been communicated from an hofpital,
lately erected at Marblehead, for the purpofe of innocula-
ting the {fmall-pox, to the town’s people. This caufed a
great infurrection : the injurgents burnt the hofpital ; not
content with that, threatened the proprictors and many
others, fume of the firft fortunes and chara&ers in the
town, with burning their houfes over their beads, and
continued parading the ftreets, to the utmott terror of the
inhabitants feveral days. A maffacre and general devafta-
tion was apprehended. The perfons threatened, armed them-
felves, and petitioned the general-affembly, which was
then fitting, for affiltance, 4s there was litdle or no civil
authority in the place. A committee was ordered to re-
pair to Marblehead, report the facts, and inquire into the
caufe. The committee reported the facts ncarly as ftated
in the petition ; the report was accepted, and nothing far-
ther done by the aflfembly. Such demonftrations of the
weak-
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weaknefs of government, induced many perfons to join the
whigs, to feck from them that proteétion, which the cone
flirutional authority of the province was unabie to afford.

Government, at home, early in the day, made an cffort
to check us in our career, and to enable us to recover from
anarchy without her being driven to the neceffity of alter-
ing our provincial conftitution, knowing the predile@lion
that people always have for an antient form of government,
The judges of the fuperior court had not been ftaggered,
though their fect ftood in flippery places ; they depended
upon the leading whigs for their fupporc.  To keep them
fteady, they were made independent of the grants of the
general-affiembly.  But it was not a remedy any way ade-
quate to the difeafe, The whigs now turned their artille-
ry againit them ; and it played brifkly.—~The chief juftice,
for accepting the crown grant, was accufed of receiving
a royal bribe.

Thus, my friends, thofe very perfons, who had made you
believe, that every attempt to ftrengthen government, and
fave our charter, was an infringement of your privileges ;
by little and little, deftroyed your real liberty, tubveried
your charter conftitution, abridged the freedom of the houle,
annihilated the freedom of the board, and rendered the go-
vernor a mere doge of Venice. They engroffed all the
power of the province into their own bands : A democracy
or republic it has been called, but it does not deferve the
name of either—It was, however, a defpotifm, cruelly car-
ried into execution by mobs and riots, and more incompa-
tible with the rights of mankind, than the enormous mo-
narchies of the Eaft. The abfolute neceflity of the inter-
pofition of parliament is apparent.  The good policy of
the a&, for regulating the government in this province, will
be the fubject of fome future paper. A particular Inquiry
into the defpotifm of the whigs will be deferred ‘}or a
chapter on congrefls. 1 thall next afk your attention toa
tranfaction, as important in its confequences, and perhaps
more fo, than any 1 have yet mencioned, 1 mean the de-
ftruétion of the tea, belonging to the Eaft-India company.
1 am fenfiblc of che difficulty of the tafk, in combating ge-
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nerally received opinions. It is hard work to erad:cate
deep-rooted prejudice.  But I will perfevere.  There are
hundreds, if not thoufands, in the province, that will feel
the truth of what I have written, line byline, as theyread it 3
and as to thofe who obftinately fhut their eyes againft it now,
haply the fever of the times may intermit ; there may be
fome lucid interval when their minds fhall be open to truth
before it is too late to ferve them, otherwife ic will be re-
vealed to them in bitter noments, attended with keen re-
morfe and unutterable anguifh.  Magna es? veritas et pra-

valebit,
MASSACHUSETTLENSIS.
December 26, 1774,

L ETTZER IL
To the Inbabitants of the Province of Meflachufctts-Bay.

ERHAPS, by this time, fome of you may enquiie who

it is, that fufiers his pen to run fo freely ? 1 will tell
you; it is a native of this province, that knew it before
many, that are now bafking in the rays of pclitical {unfhine,
had a being. He was favored, not by whigs or tories, but
the people, with fuch a ftand in the comununity, as that he
could dittinétly fee all the political manccuvres of the pro-
vince. He faw fome with pleafure, others with pain,  1If
he condemins the condu& of the whigs, he does not always
approve of the conduct of the tories. He dwells upon
the mifconduét of the former, becaufe we are indebted to
that for bringing us into this wretched ftate; unlefs the fu-
pinenels of the latter, at fome periods, and fome impolitic
efforts to check the whigs in their carcer, at others, that
ferved like adding fucl to the fire, ought to be added to the
account. He is now repaying your favours, it he knows
his own heart, trom the purcft gratitude and the moft un-
diffembled patrioti{m, which will one day be acknowledged.
1 faw the fmall feed of fedition, when it was implanted: it
was, as a grain of muftard. 1 have watched tke plant una
tilit has become a great tree ; the vileft reptiles thar crawl
upon the earth, are concealed at the root; the fouleft bird;

53 o



( 26 )
of the air reft upon its branches. I now would induce you
to go to work immediately with axes and hatchets, and
cut it down, for a two-fold reafon; becavfe it is a peft to
fociety, and left it be felled fuddenly by a ftronger arm,
and crufh its thoufands in the fall.

An apprehenfion of injuftice in the condu&t of Great-
Britain towards us, | have alrcady told you was one fource
of our mifery. Laft week I endcavoured to convince you
of the ncceflity of her regulating, or rather eitabhifhing,
fome government amongft us. I am now to point out the
principles and motives, upon which the blockade alt was
made. The violent attack upon the property of the Eaft-
India company, in the deftruction of their tea, was the
caufe of it. In order to form a right judgment of that
tranfation, it is neceflary to go back and view the caule
of its being fent here.  As the government of England is
mixt, fo the fpirit or genius of the nation is at once mon-
archical, ariftocratical, democratical, martial, and commer-
cial. It is difficult to deterimine, which is the moft predo-
sminant principle ; but itis worthy of remark, thattoinjure
the Briath nation upon cither of thele points, is like in-
juring a Frenchman in the point of honor. Commerce is
the great fource of national wealth; for this reafon it is
cherithed by all orders of men from the palace to the cot-
tage. In fome countries, a merchant is held in contempt
by the nobles; in England they refpect him,  He rifes o
high honors in the ftate, often contraéts alliances with the
firft families in the hingdom, and noble blocd flows in the
veins of his pofterity. Trade is founded upon perions or
countries mutually fupplying each other with their redun-
dances. Thus none are impoverifhed, all enriched, the
afperities of human life worn away, and mankind made
happier by it. Hufbandry, manutacture, and merchandize
are us triple fupport : deprived of cither of thefe, it would
ceafe,

Agriculture is the natural livelihood of a country but
thinly inhabited, as arts and manufactures are of a popu-
lousone. The high price of labour prevents manufactures
being carried on to advantage in the firlt; fcarcity of foil
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obliges the inhabitants to purfue them in the latter. Upon
thefe, and the confiderations arifing from the fertility and
produce of different climates, and fuch like principles, the
grand fyltem of the Britith trade is founded. The col-
le€ted wiidom of the nation has always been artentive to
this great point of policy, that the national trade might
be fo balanced and poifed, as that each part of her extend-
ed dominions might be bencfited, and the whole concen-
tre to the good of the empire. This evinces the neceflity
of ats for regulating trade.

To prevent one part of the empire being enriched at
the expence and to the impoverithing of another, checks,
re(trictions, and fometimes abfolute prohibitions, are necef-
fary. Thefe are impofed ortaken off as circumf{tances vary.
To carry the alls of trade into execution, many officers
are neceflary. Thus we fee a number of cuftom.houfe
officers fo conftituted, as to be checks and controuls upon
cach other, and prevent their fwerving from their duty,
fhould they be tempted 5 and a board of commiffioners ap-
pointed to fuperintend the whole, like the commiffioners
of the cuttoms in England. Hence alfo arifes the necef-
fity ot courts of admiralty.

The laws and regulations of trade are efteemed in Eng-
land as facred. An eftate made by fmuggling, or purfuing
an illicit trade, is there looked upon asfilthylucre, as monies
amaffed by gaming ; and upon the fame principle, becaufe
it is obtaired at the expence and often ruin of others,  The
fmuggler not only injures the public, but often ruins the
fair trader,

The great extent of fea-coaft, many harbours, the variety
of iflands, the numerous creeks and navigable rivers, af-
ford the greateft opportunity to drive an illicit trade in thefe
colonies without deteftion. This advantage has not been
overlooked by the avaricious, and many perfons feem to
have fet the laws of trade at a defiance. T his accounts for
fo many new regulations being made, new officers appoint-
ed, and fhips ot war from time to time ftationed along the
continent. The way to Holland and back again is weil
known ; and by much the greateft part of the tea that has
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been drank in America for feveral years, has been im-

orted from thence and other places, in direét violatjon of
ﬂw. By this the fmugglers have amafled great cftates, to
the prejudice of the fair trader. It was fenfibly feir by the
Eaft-India company; they were prohibited from exporting
their teas to America, and were obliged to fell it atauétion
in London ; the London merchant purchafed ir, and put
a profit upon it when he fhipt it for America ; the Ameri-
can merchant, in his turn, put a profit upon 1t, and after
him the fhopkeeper; fo that it came to the confumers
hands, at a very advanced price.  Such quantitics of tea
were annually fmuggled, that it was fcarcely worth while
for the American merchant to import tea trom England at
all. Some of the principal trading towns in America were
wholly fupplied with this commodity by fmuggling: Bofton
however continued to import it, until advice was received
that the pariiament had it in contemplation to permit the
Eaft-India company to fend their teas direétly to America.
The Bofton merchants then {ent their orders conditionally
to their correfpondents in England, to have tea fhipt for
them, in cafe the Eaft-India company’s tea did not come
out. One merchant, agreat whig, had fuch an order lying
in England for fixty chefts, on his own account, when the
company’s tea was fent.  An a of parliament was made
to enable the Eait-India company to fend their tea directly
to America, and fcll it at auétion there; not with a view of
raifing a revenue from the three-penny duty, but to put it
out of the power of the {mugglers to injure them by their
infamous trade. 'We have it trom good authority, that
the revenue was not the confideration before parliament ;
and it is reafonable to fuppofe it: for had tbat been the
point in view, it was only to reftore the former regulaticn,
which was then allowzd to be conftitutional, and the re-
venue would have been refpectable.  Had this new regu-
lation taken effe@, the people in America would have been
great gaincrs.  The wholefale merchant might have been
depiived of fome of his gains 3 but the retailer would have
fupplied himlelf with chis article, dircély from the auétion,
and the confumer reap the benefit ; as tea would have bﬁg
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fold, under the price that had been ufual, by near one half,
Thus the country in general would have been great gain-
ers, the Eaft-India company fecured in fupplying the A-
merican markets with this article, which they are entitled
to by the laws of trade, and fmuggling fupprefied, at Jeaft
as o tea. A fmuggler and a whig are coufin-germans,
the offspring of two filters, avarice and ambition. They
had been playing into each others hands a long time.  The
fmuggler received prote&ion from the whig ; and he, in his
turn, received fupport from the fmuggler. ‘The illicit trader
now demanded prote@ion from his kiniman, and it would
have been unnatural in him to have refufed it; and befide,
an opportunity prefented of ftrengthening his own interet.
The confignees were conneéted with the tories, and that
was a further flimulus.—Accordingly, the prefs was.again
fet to work, and the old ftory repeated with additions about
monopolies 3 and many infatuated perfons once more
wrought up to a proper pitch to carry into execution any
violent meafures, that their leaders fhould propofe. A bold
ftroke was refolved upon. The whigs, though they had
got the art of managing the people, had too much fenfe ro
be ignorant that it was all a meer fineffe, not only without,
bucdireétly repugnant to law, conflitution and government,
and could not latt always. They determined to put all at
hazard, and to be aut Cefar avt nibil. The approaching
florm was forefcen ; and the firft fhip that arrived with the
tea was detained below Caltle- William, A body meeting was
afiembled at the cld-fouth mecting-houfe, which has great
advantage over a town-meeting, as no law has yet alcere
tained the qualification of the voters 3 each perfon prefent,
of whatever age, cttate, or country, may take the Liberty to
fpeak or vote at fuch an aflembly; and that may ferve as
a fkreen to the town where it originated, in cafe of any
difafirous confequence. The body-meeting confifting of
feveral thoufands, being thus aflembled, with the leading
whigs at its head, in the firft place fent for the owner of
the tea-fthip, and required Irim to bring her to the wharf,
upon pain of their difplealure; the flup was accordingly
brought up, and the mafter was obliged to enter at the
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cuftom-houfe: He reported the tea, after which twenty
days are allowed for landing it and paying the dury.,

The nexe ftep was to refolve.—"They relolved that the
tea fhould not be landed, nor the duty paid, that 1t fhould
go home in the fame bottom that it came in, &c. &c.
This was the fame as refolving to deftroy it, for as the thip
had been compelled to come to the wharf, and was entered
at the cuftom-houte, it could not, by law, be cleared our,
without the dutics being firlt paid, nor could the Governor
grant a permit for the veflel to pafs Caftle-William, without
a certificate from the cuftom-houte of fuch clearance, con-
fitent with his duty. The body accordingly ordered a
military guard to watch the thip every night untii further
orders. The confignees had been applied to, by the feleét-
men, to fend the tea to England: they anfwered, they could
not, for if they did, it would be forfeited by the aéts of
trade, and they fhould be liable to make good the lois to
the Eaft-India company. Some of the confignees were
mobbed, and all were obliged to fly to the caftle, and there
immure themfclves. They petitioned the Governor and
Council to take the property of the Eaft-India company
under their protection.  The council declined being con-
cerned in it.  The confignees then offered the body to ftore
the tea under the care of the felc@men or a committee of
the town of Bofton, and to have no further concern inthe
matter until they could fend to England, and receive fur-
ther inftructions from their principals.  This was refufed
with difdain. The military guard was reguiarly kept in
rotation till the eve of the twentieth day, when the duties
muft have been paid, the tea landed, or be liable to feizure;
then the military guard was withdrawn, or rather omitted
being pofted ; and a number of perfons in difguife force-
ably entered the fhips (three being by this time arrived)
fplic open the chefts, and emptied all the tea, being of ten
thoufand pounds fterling value, into the dock, and per-
fumed the town with its fragrance.  Another circumftance
ought not to be omitted : the afternoon before the deftruc~
tionof the tea, the body fent the owner of one of the fhips to
the Governor, to demand a pafs; he anfwered, that he
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would as foon give a pafs for that as any other veffel, if
he had the proper certificate from the cuftom-houfe,
without which he could not give a pafs for any, confift-
ent with his duty. 1t was known that this would be the
anfwer, when the meffage was fent 3 and it was with the
utmoft difficulty that the body were kept together till
the meflenger returned.  When the report was made, a
fhout was fet up in the galleries and at the door, and the
meeting immediately difpericd.  The Governor had, pre-
vious to this, fent a proclamation by the theriff, com-
manding the body to difperfe ; they permitted it to be read,
and anfwered it with a gencral hifs.  Thefe are the faéts
as truly and fairly ftated, as I am able to ftate them.
The oftenfible realon for this condu@, was the tea’s be-
ing fubjeét to the three-penny duty. Let us take the
advocates for this tranfaélion upon their own principle,
and admit the duty to be unconftitutional, and fee how
the argument ftands. Here is a cargo of tea, fubje&, upon
its being entered and landed, to a duty of three-pence per
pound, which is paid by the Eaft-lndia company, or by
their fators, which amounts to the fame thing.  Unlefs
we purchale the tea, we fhall never pay the duty; if we
purchafe it, we pay the three-pence included in the price;
therefore, Jeft we fhould purchale ir, we have a right to
deflroy it A flimfy pretext! and it either fuppofes the peos
ple deftitute of virtue, or that their purchaiing ot the tea
wis a matter of no importance to the community ; but
cven this gauze covering is ftripped off, when we conlider,
that the Bolton merchants, and fome who were a&ive at
tic body-meeting, were every day importing from Eng-
land large quanuties ot tea, fubjeét to the fame duty, aund
vending it unmolefted ; and at this time had orders lying
in their correlpondents hands, to fend them confiderable
quantitics of tea, in cafe the Eaft-India company fhould
not lead 1t themlelves.

When the news of this tranfaltion arrived in England,
and it was confidered in what manner aimott every other
regulation of trade had been evaded by artifice, and when
arufice couid no longer ferve, recouric was had 1o violence §
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the Britith lion was roufed.  The crown-lawyers were call-
ed upon for the law; they anfwered, high-treafon. Had
a Cromwcll, whom fome amongft us deity and imitate, in
all bis unitable perfettions, haa the guidance of the na~
tional ire ; unlels compenlation had becn made to the fufs
ferers immediately upon its being demanded, your proud
capital had been levelled with the duft ; not content with
that, rivers of blood would have been thed to make atone-
ment for the injured hunour of the nation. It was debated
whether to attaint the principals of trealon. We have a
gracious king upon the throne, he felt the refentment of a
man, fofiened by the relentings of a parent. The bowels
of our mother country yearned towards her refrattory, obe
finate child.

It was determined to confider the offence in a milder
light, and to compel an indemnification for the tuftercrs,
and prevent the like for the future, Ly fuch means as would
be mnild, compared with the infult to the nation, or fevere,
as our future condu thould be : That was to depend upon
us. Accordingly, the blockade aét was pafled ; and had
an at of juftice been done in indemmiying the fulferers,
and an act of loyalty in putting a ttop to {editious prac
tices, our port had long fince been opened.  This act has
been called_ unjuft, becaufe ic involves the innocent in the
fame predicament with the guilty : But it ought to be con-
fdered, that our news-papers had announced to the world,
that feveral thoutands attended thofe body-meetings ; and
it did not appear, that there was one diffentient, or any
protelt entered. I do not know, how a perfon could ex-
pet diftinétion in fuch a cafe, if he ncgletted to diftine
guith himfelf.  When the noble lord propoied it in the
boufe of commons, he called upon all the members pre-
fent to mention a better method ot obtaining juftice in this
cafe: fcarce onc denied the neceflity of doing lomething 3
but none could mention a mnre cligible way. Even minife
serial oppolition was abafhed. It any parts of the a&t
ftrike us, like the feverity of a mafter ; let us coolly ad-
vert to the aggravated intule, and, perhaps, we fhail won-
der at the lenity of a parent, After this tranfacion, all
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parties feem to have laid upon their oars, waiting to fee
what parliament would do. When the blockade aét ar-
rived, many and many were defirous of paying for the tea
immediately ; and fome, who were guiltlels of the crime,
offered to contribute to the compenfation : but our leading
whigs mutt ftill rule the roaft, and that inaufpicious influ-
ence, that had led us hitherto, plunged us fhill deeper
in mifery. The whigs faw their ruin conneéted with a com-
pliance with the terms of opening the port; as it would
afford a convincing proof of the wretchednefs of their po-
licy in the deftruction of the tea, and as they might juitly
have been expected to pay the money demanded themfelves;
ard fo fet themfelves induftrioufly to work to prevent it,
and engage the other colonies to efpoufe their caufe.

‘This was a crifis too important and alarming to the pro-
vince to be negledted by its friends. A number of as re-
fpectable perfons as any in this province, belonging to
Bofton, Cambridge, Salemy, and Marblchead, now came
forward, publicly to difavow the proceedings of the whigs,
to do juftice to the much injured charaller of Mr. Hutch-
infon, and to ftrenathen his influence at the court of Great-
Britain, where he was going to receive the well-delerved
plaudit of his fovereign, that he might be able to obtain a
repeal or fome mitigation of that aét, the terms of which,
they forefaw, the perverfenefs of the whigs would prevent
a compliance with., This was done by feveral addrefies,
which were fubfcribed by upwards of two hundred perfons,
and would have been by many more, had not the fudden
embarkation of Mr. Hutchinfon prevented it, The juftices
of the court of common pleas and general feflions of the
peace, for the county of Plymouth, fent their addrefs to him
in England. There were fome of almoft all orders of men,
among thefeaddreffers; but they confifted principally of men
of property, and of large family conneions; andfeveral were
mdependent i their circumftances, and lived wholly upon
the income of their eftates. Some indeed might be called
partizans ; burt a very confiderable proportion were perfons
shat had, of choice, kept themfelves at a diftance from the
political vortex, had beheld Fthc competition of the Whig;
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and tories, without any emotion ; while the community re-
mained fafe, had looked down on the palitical dance, in
its varicus mazes and intricacies, and faw one falling, an-
other rifing, rather as a matter of amufement: but, when
they faw the capital of the province upon the point of be-
ing facrificed by political cunning, it called up all their
feclings.

Their motives were truly patriotic. Let us now attend
to the ways and means by which the whigs prevented thefe
exertions producing a good effeét.  Previous to this, a new
and, till lately unheard of, mode of oppofition had been
devifed, faid to be the invention of the fertile brain of one
of our party agents, called a committee of correfpondence,
This is the fouleft, fubtleft and moft venomous ferpent,
that ever iffued from the eggs of fedition. Thefe com-
mittees generally conlfift of the higheft whigs, or at leaft
there is fomc high whig among them, that is the ruling fpiric
of the whole. They are commonly appointed at thin-
town-meetings, or if thc meetings happen to be full, the
moderate men feldom fpeak or aét at all when this fort of
bufinefs comes on. They have been by much too modeit.
Thus the meeting is often prefaced with ¢ At a full town-
mceting,” and the feveral refolves headed with nem. con.
with ftri& truth; when, in fa&, but a fmall proportion of
the town have had a hand in the matter. Ttis faid that
the commiittee for the town of Bofton was appointed for a
fpecial purpofe, and that their commifion long fince expir-
ed. However that may be, thefe committees, when once
eftablifhed, think themftlves amenableto none; they affume
a ditatorial ftile, and have an opportunity, under the ap-
parent fan&ion of their feveral towns, of clandeftincly
wreaking private revenge on individuals, by traducing
their charalers, and holding them up as enemies to their
country wherever they ga, as alfo of mifreprefenting faéts
and propagating fedition through the country. Thus, aman
of principle and property, in travelling through the coun-
try, would be infulted by perfons whofe faces he had never
before feen, he would often feel the fmart without fufpect-
ing the hand that adminiftred the blow. Thele commit-
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tees, as they are not known in law, and can derive no au.
thority from thence, left they fhould not get their fhare of
power, fometimes engrofs it all; they frequently eret
themfelves into a tribunal, where the fame perfons are at
once legiflator, accufers, witnefles, judges and jurors, and
the mob the executioners. The acculed has no day in
court, and the execution of the fentence is the firlt notice
he receives. This is the channel through which libercy
matters have been chicfly conducted the fummer and fall
paft. This accounts for the fame diftempers breaking out
in different parts of the province at one and the fame time,
which might be attributed to fomething fupernatural by
thofe that were unacquainted with the fecret conduétors of
the infection. It is chiefly owing to thefe committees, that
fo many refpeétable perfons have been abufed, and forced
to fign recantations and refignations ; that fo many per-
fons, to avoid fuch reiterated infults, as are more to be
deprecated by a man of fentiment than death itfelf, have
been obliged to quit their houfes, families and bufinefs,
and fly to the army for protection; that hufband has been
feparated from wife, father from fon, brother from bro-
ther, the fweet intercourfe of conjugal and natural affection
interrupted, and the unfortunate refugee forced to abandon
all the comforts of domeftic lif:. My countrymen, | beg
you to paufe and refle@ on this conduct : have not thefe
people, that are thus infulted, as good a right to think
and a& for themfelves in matters of the laft importance as
the whigs ? Are they not as clofely connefled with the in-
tereft of their country as the whigs ? Do not their tormer
lives and converfations appear to have been regulated by
principle, as much as thofe of the whigs ? You muft an-
fwer, yes, Why then do you fuffer them to be cruelly treat-
ed for differing in fentiment from you ? Is it confiftent with
that liberty you profefs 2 Let us wave the confideration of
right and liberty, and fee if this condué can be reconcil-
ed to good policy. Do you expeét to make converts by ic?
Perfecution has the fame effect in politics, that it has in re-
ligion; it confirms the fectary. Do you wifh to filence
them, that the inhabitants of the province may appear una-
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nimous? ‘The mal-treatment they received for differing
from you, is an undeniable evidence that we are not un-
animous. It may not be amifs to confider, that thisis a
changeable world, and time’s rolling wheel may, ere long,
bring them uppermoft ; in that cafe, I am fure you would
not with to have them fraught with refentment. It is afto-
nithing, my friends, that thofe, who are in purfuit of liber-
ty, fhould ever fuffer arbitrary power, in fuch an hideous
form and fqualid hue, to get a footing among them. Iap-
peal to your good fenfe 5 1 know you have it, and hope to
penetrate to it, before | have finithed my publications, not-
withftanding the thick atmofphere that now invelopes it.
But, to return from my digreflion. The committee of
correfpondence reprefented the deftrution of the tea in tbeir
own way. They reprefented thofe that addrefled Governor
Hutchinfon, as perfons of no note or property ; as mean,
bafe wretches and feekers, who had been facrificing their
country in adulation of him. Whole nations have wor-
fhipped the rifing, but, if this be an inftance, it is the only
inftance of people’s worfhipping the fetting, fun. By this
means, the humane and benevolent in various parts of the
continent, were induced to advife us not to comply with the
terms for opening our port, and engaged to relieve us with
their charities, from the diftrefs that muft otherwifefallupon
the poor. Their charitable intentions may afcend to hea-
ven, like incenfe from the altar, in fweet memorial before
the throne of God ; but their donations came near proving
fatal to the province: ltencouraged the whigs to perfevere
in injultice, and has bzen the means of feducing many an
honefl man into the commifiion of a crime, that he did not
fufpe@ himfelf capable of being guilty of.  What I have
told you, are rot the fuggcftions of a fpeculatift ; there are
fome miftakes as to numbers, and there may be fome as
to time and place, partly cwing to milcopying, and partly
to my not always having the books and papers neceflary
to greater.accuracy, at hand; but the relation of faltsis in
fubftance true, I had almoft faid, as holy writ.—I do not
afk you 1o take the truths of them from an anonymous wri-
ter: The evidence of moft of them is within your reach,
examine for yourftlves ;=1 promife, that the bencfit you
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will reap therefrom will abundantly pay you for the trouble
of the refearch; you will find, I have faithfully unriddled
the whole myftery of our political iniquity. I' do not ad-
drefs mylelf to whigs or tories, but to the wbole people. 1
know you well. You are loyal at heart, friends to good
order, and do violence to yourfelves in harbouring, one
moment, difrefpetful fentiments towards Great-Britain,
the Jand of our forefathers’ nativity, and facred repofitory
of their bones: but you have been moft infidioufly in-
duced to believe, that Great-Britain is rapacious, cruel,
and vindictive, and envies us the inheritance purchafed by
the fweat and blocd of our anceftors. Could that thick mitt
that hovers over the land, and involves it in more than
Egyptian darknefs, be but once difpelied, that you might
fee our fovereign the provident father of all his people,
and Great-Britain a nurfing mother to thefe colonies, as
they really are ; long live our gracious king, and happinefs
to Britain, would refound from one end of the province to

the other.
MASSACHUSETTENSIS.
January 2, 177s.

L ETTER V.

To the Inbabitants of the Province of Maffachufetts-Bay.
My pear CouNTRYMEN,

OME of you may perhaps fufpe&t that I have been
wantonly fcattering firebrands, arrows and death, to
gratify a malicious and revengeful difpofition : The truth
1s this; I had feen many excellent detached picces, but
could fee no pen at work to trace our calamity to its fource,
and point out the many adventitious aids, that confpired
to raile it to its prefent height ; though I impatiently ex-
pected it, being fully convinced that you wait only to know
the true ftats of facts, to re@tify whatever is amifs in the
province, without any foreign affiftance. Others may be
induced to think, that I grudge the induftrious poor of
Bofton their fcantlings of charity. I will iffue a brief in
their favour. The opulent, be their political fentiments
what they may, ought to relieve them from their fuﬁ'cringsci
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and thofe who, by former donations, have been the innocent
caufe of protracting their fufferings, are under a tenfold
obligation to aflit them now; and at the fame time to
make the moft explicit declarations, that they did not in-
tend to promote nor ever will join in rebellion,  Great al-
Jowances are to be made for the croffings, windings and
tergiverfations of a politician : he is a cunning animal, and
as government is {aid to be founded in opinion, his tricks
may be a part of the arcana imperii,  Had our politicians
confined themfclves within any reafonable bounds, I never
fhould have molefted them 3 but when I became fatisfied,
that many innocent, unfuipecting perfons were in danger
of being drenched with blood and carnage, Icould reftrain
my emotions no longer; and, having once broke the bands
of natural referve, was determined to probe the fore to the
bottom, though | was fure to touch the quick. It is very
forcign from my intentions to draw down the vengeance of
Great-Britain upon the whigs ; they are too valuable a
part of the comiunity to lole, if they will permit them-
felves to be faved: I with nothing worfe to the higheft of
them, than that they may be deprived of their influence,
till fuch time as they fhall have changed their {fentiments,
principles and mealures.

Sedition has already been marked through its zigzag
path to the prefent times. When the ftatute for regula-
ing the government arrived, a match was put to the train,
and the mine, that had been long forming, fprung, and
threw the whole province into confufion and anarchy. The
occurrences of the fummer and autumn pait are fo recent
and notorious, that a particular detail of them is unnecef-
fary. Suffice it to fay, that every barrier that civil go-
vernment had creted for the fecurity of property, hberty
and life, was broken down; and law, conititution and go-
vernment trampled under by the rudeft invaders. 1 fhall
not dwell upon thefe harfh notes much longer, I fhall yet
become an advocate for the leading whigs ; 'much muft
be allowed to men in their fituation, forcibly actuated by
the chagrin of difappointment, the fear of punifhment, and
the fafcinacion of hope at the fame time,

Perhaps
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Perhaps the whole ftory of empire does not furnith ano-
ther inftance of a forcible oppofition to government with
fo much fpecious and fo little real caufe, witn fuch apparent
probability without any poflibility of fuccefs. The ftamp-
att gave the alarm. The inftability of the public counfels,
from the Grenvillian adminiftration to the appcintment of
the carlof Hillfborough to the Americandepartment,afford-
ed as great a profpectof fuccefs, as the heavy duties, impof-
ed by the ftamp-act, did a colour for the oppofition. It
was neceflary to give the hiltory of this matter in its
courfe, offend who it would, becaule thofe ats of govern-
ment, that are called the greateft grievances, became pro-
per and neceflury, through the mifcondu& of our politi-
cians; and the juftice of Great-Britain towards us, could
not be made apparent without firft pointing out that, [
intend to confider the a@s of the Britith government,
which are held up as the principal grievances, and enquire
whether Great-Britain is chargeable witl injuftice in any
one of them ; but muft firlt afk your attention to the au-
thority of parliament. I fufpe@ many of our politicians
are wrong 1 their firlt principle, in denying that the con-
ftitutional authority of parliament cxtends to the colonies;
if fo, it mutt not be wondered at, that their whole fabric is
fo ruinous : I fhall not travei through all the arguments
that have been adduced, for and againtt chis queftion, but
attempt to reduce the fubflance of them to a narrow com-
pafs, after having taken a curfory view of the Britith con-
{titution.

The fecurity of the people from internal rapacity and
violence, and from foreign invafion, is the end and defign
of government. The fimple forms of government are
monarchy, ariftocracy and democracy, that is, where the
authority of the ftate is vefted in one, a few, or the many.
Each of thefe fpecies of government has advantages peculiar
to itfelf, and would aniwer the ends of government, were
the perfons, intrufted with the authority ot the ftate, always
guided themfclves by unerring wifdon and public virtue;
but rulers are not always exempt from the weaknels and
depravity, which make government neccfary to fo’cli;ry.
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Thus monarchy is apt to rufh headlong into tyranny, ari-
ftocracy to beget faction and multiplied ufurpation, and
democracy to degencrate into tumule, violence and anar-
chy. A government, formed upon thefe three principles in
due proportion, is the beft calculated to anfwer the ends of
government, and to endure. Such a-government is the
Britith conftitution, confiting of King, Lords and Com-
mons, which at once includes the principal excellencies,
and excludes the principal defets of the other kinds of
government. It is allowed, both by Englithmen and fo-
reigners, to be the moft perfeét fyftem that the wifdom of
ages has produced. The diftributions of power are fo juft,
and the proportions fo exaét, as at once to fupport and
controul cach other.  An Englithman glorics in being fub-
jet to and prote€ted by fuch a government, The colonies
are a part of the Britifh empire.. The beft writers uponthe
laws of nations tcll us, that when a nation takes pofleffion
of a diftant country, and fettles there, that country, though
feparated from the principal eftablifhment or mother-coun-
try, naturally becomes a part of the ftate, equal with its
ancient poficflions. Two fupreme or independent autho-
rities cannot exift in the famce ftate. It would be what is
called imperium in imperio, and the height of political abfurd-
ity. The analogy between the political and human body is

cat. Two independent authorities in a ftate would be
hike two diftin& principles of volition and action in the hu-
man body, diflenting, oppofing, and deftroying each other,
If then we are a part of the Brinfh empire, we muft be
fubjeét to the fupreme power of the ftate, which is vefted
in the eftates of parliament, notwithflanding cach of the
colonies have legiflative and executive powers of theirown,
delegated or granted to them for the purpofes of regulating
their own internal police, which are fubordinate, and
muft neceflarily be fubje, to the checks, controul and re-

lation of the fupreme authority.

This dofrine is not new ; but the denial of itis. Itis
beyond a doubt that it was the fenfe both of the parent
country and our anceftors, that they were to remain fubje&
to parliament ; it is evident from the charter itfelf, and
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this authority has been exercifed by parliament, from time
to time, almoflt ever fince the firft fettlement of the coun-
try, and has been exprefsly acknowledged by our provin-
cial legiflatures It is not lefs our intereft than our duty to
continue fubjeét to the authority of parliament, which will
be more fully confidered hereafter. The principal argu-
ment againft the authority is this; the Americans are enti-
tled to all the privileges of an englithman; it is the pri-
vilege of an englifhman to be exempt from all laws that he
does not confent to in perfon, or by reprefentative; the Ame.
ricansarc not reprefented in parliament, and therefore areex-
emptfromadts of parliament, or,inother words, notfubjetto
its authority. This appears fpecious; but leads to fuch ab-
furdities as demonftrate its fallacy.  If the colonies are not
fubjeét to the authority of parliament, Great-Britain.and
the colonies muft be diftinét ftates, as completely fo as
England and Scotland were before the union, or as Great~
Britain and Hanover are now. The colonies in that cafe
will owe no allegiance to the imperial crown, and perhaps
not to the perfon of the King; as thetitle to the crown is
derived from an a@l of parliament, made fince the fettle-
ment of this province, which at refpects the imperial
crown only. Let us wave this difficulty, and fuppofe alle-
giance duc from the colonies to the perfon of the king of
Great Britain; he then appears in a new capacity, as king
of America, or rather, in feveral new capacities, as king of
Maffachufetts, king of Rhode-1fland, king of Conne&icur,
&c. &c. For, if our conneétion with Great Britain, by the
parliament, be diffolved, we fhall have none amongourfelves;
but each colony will become as diftinét from the others,
as England was from Scotland before the union. Some
have fuppofed, that cach ftate having one and the fame
perfon for its king, it is a fufficient conne&ion: Were he an
abfolute monarch, it might be; but, in a mixed govern.
ment, it is no union at all.  For, as the king muft govern
cach ftate by its parliament, thofe feveral parliaments would
purfue the particular intereft of its own ftate ; and Lowever
well difpofed the king might be to purfue a line of incerett
that was common 10 all, the checks and controul, that he
would meet with, would l‘téldcr itimpoffible, If the kingf
[~
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of Great-Britain has really thefe new capacities, they ought
to be added to his titles 3 and then another difficulty will
arife, the prerogatives of thefe new crowns have never been
defined or limited. 1s the monarchical partof the feveral
provincial conftitutions to be nearer, or more remote from
abfolute monarchy, in an inverted ratio to cach one’s ap~
proaching to, or receding from a republic?  But let us
fuppofe the fame prerogatives inherent in the feveral Ame-
rican crowns, as are in the imperial crown of Great-Bri-
tain; where fhall we find the Britifh confhitution, that we all
agree we are entitled to?  We fhall feek for it in vain in
our provincial affemblies. They are but faint fketches of
the eftates of parliament. T he houfes of reprefentatives or
burgefies have not all the powers of the houle of commons:
in the charter governments they have no more than what
is exprefsly granted by their feveral charters. The firlt
charters, granted to this province, did not impower the af-
fembly to tax the people at all.  Our council-boards are as
deftitute of the conftitutional avthority of the houfe of
lords, as their feveral members are of the noble indepen-
dence and fplendid appendages of peerage. The houle of
peers is the bulwark of the %ritifh conftitution, and, thro’
fucceflive ages, has withitood the fhocks of monarchy, and
the fappings of democracy, whillt the conftitution gained
ftrength by the confli¢t. Thus, the fuppofirion of our be-
ing independent ftatcs, or exemipt from the authority of
parliament, deftroys the very idea of our having a Britith
conftitution. The provincial conftitutions, confidered as
fubordinate, are generally well adapted to thofe purpofes
of government, for which they were intended, that is, to
regulate the internal police of the feveral colonies ; but,
having no principle of ftability within themielves, tho’ they
may fupport themielves in moderate times, they would be
merged by the violence of turbulent ones. The feveral colo-
nieswould become wholly monarchical or wholly republican,
were it not for the checks, controuls, regulations and fup-
ports, of the fupreme authority of the empire. Thus, the
argument that is drawa from their firft principle of our
being entidled to Englih liberties, deftroys the principle it
felf; it deprives ws of the bill of rights, and all the benefits
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refulting from the revolution, of Englith laws, and of the
Britifh conttitution.

Our patriots have been fo intent upon building up A-
merican rights, that they have overlooked the rights of
Great Britain, and our own intereft. Inftead of proving,
that we were entitled to privileges which our fathers knew
our Gruation would not admit us to enjoy, they have been
arguing away our moft efiential righis. If there be any
grievance, it does not conlift in our being fubjet to the
authority of parliament, but in our not having an actual
reprefentation in it. . Were it poffible for the colonies to
have an equal reprefentation in parliament, and were re-
fufed it upon proper application, I confefs, § fhould think
ita grievance : Bur, at prefent it feems to be allowed, by all
parties, to be impraéticable, confidering that the colonies are
diftant from Great-Britain a thoufand tranfmarine leagues,
If that be the cafe, the right or privilege that we complain
of being deprived of, is not withheld by Britain ; but the
firft principles of government, and the immutable laws of
nature, render it impoflible for us to enjoy it. This is ape
parently the meaning of that celebrated paflaze in Gover-
nor Hutchinlon’s lctter, that rang through the continent,
viz. There muft be an abridgement.of what is called Eng-
lith liberties.  He fubjoins, that he had never yet feen the
proje@ion, whereby a colony, three thoufand miles from
the parent-ftate, might enjoy all the privileges of 1bat pa-
rent-ftate and be fubjeét to it, or in words to that effeét.
The obnoxious fentence, taken detached from the letter,
appears very unfricndly to the colonies; but, confidered
in connetion with the other parts of the letter, is but a
neceflary refule from our fituation.  Allegiance and pro-
tection are reciprocal. It is our higheft intereft to conti-
nue 2 part of the Britith empire, and equally our duty to
remain fubje& to the authority of parliament. Our own
internal police may generally be regulated by our provin~
cial legiflatures; but, in national cencerns, or where our
own affemblies do not anfwer the ends of government,
with refpe&t to ourfelves, the ordinances or interpofition
of the great council of the nétion is necefary. ln chis catgc,
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the major muft rule the minor, After many more centu.
ries fhall have rolled away, long after we, who are now buit-
ling upon the ftage of life, fhall have been received to the
bofom of mother earth, and our names are forgotten ; the
colonies may be fo far encreafed as to have the balance of
wealth, numbers, and power in their favour. The good of
the empire may then make it neceffary to fix cthe feat of

overnment here ; and fome future Georace, cqually the
triend of mankind with him who now fways the Brinfh feep-
tre, may crofs the Atlanuce, and rule Great Britain by an
American parliament.

MASSACHUSETTENSIS,

January 9, 1775.

L ETTER VI
To the Inbabitants of the Province of Mafachufetts-Bay.

A D a perfon, fome fifteen years ago, undertaken

to prove that the colonies were a part of the Britith
empire or dominion, and, as fuch, fubjet to the authority
of the Britith parliament; he would have aéted as ridiculous
a part, as to have undertaken to prove a felf-evident pro-
pofition: Had any perfon denied it, he would have been
called a fool or madman. At this wife period, individuals
and bodics of men deny it, notwithftanding in doing it
they fubvert the fundamentals of government, deprive us
of Britith liberties, and build up abfolute monarchy in the
colonies; for our charters fuppofe regal authority in the
grantor. If that authority be derived from the Britith crown,
1t prz-fuppofes this territory to have been a part of the Bri-
tith dominion, and as fuch fubjet to the imperial fovereign.
If that authority was vefted in the perfon of the King, in a
different capacity; the Britifh conftitution and laws are out
of the queftion, and the King muft be as abfolute to us, as
tho’ his prerogatives had never been circumfcribed.  Such
muft have been the fovereign authority of the feveral Kings,
who have granted American charters, previous to the fe-
veral grants: there is nothing to detra& from it, at this
time in thofc colonics that are deftitute of charters; tﬁd
¢
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the charter governments muft then feverally revert to ab-
folute monarchy as their charters may happen to be forfeit-
cd by the grantees not fuifilling the conditions of them, for
every charter contains an exprels or implied condition.

Itis curious indeed to trace the denial and oppugnation
to the fupreme authority of the ftate.  When the ftamp-
act was made, theauthority of parliament to impofe inter-
nal taxes was denied, but their right to impofe external
ones, or, in other words, to lay duties upon goods and
merchandife, was admitted.  'When the aét was made, im-
poling dutics upon tea, &c. a new diftinction was fet up ;
that the parliament had a right to lay duties upon mer-
chandife for the purpofe of regulating trade, but not for
the purpofe of raifing a revenue. That is, the parliamene
had good right and lawful authority to lay the former
duty of a fhilling on the pound, but had none to lay the
prefent duty of three pence. Having got thus far fafe, it
was only taking one ftep more to extricate ourfelves en-
tirely from their fangs, and become independent ftates:
That our patriots molt heroically refolved upon, and flatly
denied that parliament had a right to make any laws what-
ever, that thould be binding upon the colonies. There
is no pofliblec medium between ablolute independence and
fubjection to the authority of parliament, He muft be
blind indeed that cannot fee our deareft intereft in the
latter, notwithflanding many pant after the former: mif-
guided men! could they once overtake their wifh, they
would be convinced of the madnefs of the purfuit.

My dear countrymen, it is of the laft importance that
we fettle this point clearly in our minds; it will ferve as a
fure teft, certain criterion, and invariable ftandard, to diftin-
guifh the friends from the enemies of our country, patriot-
ifm from fedition, loyalty from rebellion. To deny the
fupreme authority of the ftate is a high mifdemeanor, to
fay no worfe of it; to oppofe it by force is an overt act
of treafon, punifhable by confifcation of eftate and a moft
ignominious death. The realm of England is an appro-
priate term for the ancient realm of England, in contra-
diftin®ion to Wales and other territorics that have beea
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annexed to it. Thefe, as they have been feverally annexed
to the crown, whether by conqueft or otherwite, became
a part of the empire, and fubjeét to the authority of par-
liament, whether they fend members to parliament or not,
and whether they have legiflative powers of their own or
not.

Thus Ireland, which has perhaps the greateft poffible
fubordinate legiflature, and fends no members to the Britifth
parliament, is bound by its acts, when expreisly named.
Guernfey and Jerfey are no part of the realm of Eng-
land, nor are they reprefented in parliament, but are fub-
je& to its authority: And, in the fame predicament are
the American colonies, and all the other difperfions of the
empire. Permit me to requelt your attention to this fub-
je&t alittle longer: [ affure you it is as intereRing and im-
portant, as it is dry and unentertaining.

Let us now recur to the firft charter of this province,
and we fhall find irrefiftable evidence, that our being part
of the empire, fubjet to the fupreme authority of the {tate,
bound by its laws and entitled to its protetion, were the
terms and conditions by which our anceftors held their
Jands and fetded the province. Our charter, like all other
American charters, is under the grear feal of England ;
the grants are made by the King, for his heirs and fucce/~
Jors, the feveral tenures to be of the King, his heirs and
Juceeffors: in like manner are the refcrvations. It is appa-
rent, the King a&ed in his royal capacity, as King of kng-
land, which neceffarily fuppofes the territory granted, to
be a part of the Englith dominions, holden of the crown
of England.

The charter, after reciting feveral grants of the territory
to Sir Henry Rofwell and others, proceeds to incorporation
i thefe words : ¢ And for as much as the good and prol-
¢ perous fuccefs of the plantations of the faid parts of New-
¢ England aforefaid intended by the faid Sir Henry Rofwell
¢ and others, to be fpeedily fet upon, cannot but chiefly
¢ depend, next under the blefling of almighty God and the
< fupport of our royal authority, upon the good govern.
 ment of the fame, w the ead that the affairs of%uji;;ﬁ}:
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¢ which from time to time fhall happen and arife concern-
¢ ing the faid lands and the plantations of the fame may be
¢ the better managed and ordered, we have further hereby,
* of our fpecial grace, certain knowledge and meer motion,
¢ given, granted and confirmed, and for us, our heirs and
* fucceflors, do give, grant and confirm unto our faid trufty
¢ and well beloved fubjeéts, Sir Henry Rofwell, &c. and
¢ all fuch others as fhall hereafter be admitted and made
¢ free of tbe company and fociety bereafter mentioned, fhall
¢ from time to time and at all times, forever hereafter, be,
¢ by virtue of thefe prefents, cne body corporate, politic in
 fall and name, by the name of the Governor and company
¢ of the Maflachufetts-Bay, in New-England; and them
¢ by the name of the Governor and company of the Maf-
¢ fachuferts-Bay, in New-England, one body politic and
¢ corporate in deed, fa&t and name. We do for us, our
¢ heirs and fucceffors make, ordain, conftitute and confirm
* by thefe prefents, and that by that name they fhall have
¢ perpetual fucceffion, and that by that name they and their
¢ {uccefiors fhall be capable and enabled as well fo implead
¢ and 10 be impleaded, and to profecute, demand and anfwer and
¢ be anfwered unto all and fingular fuits, caufes, quarrels and
¢ afions of what kind or nature foever ; and affo to bave, take,
$ poflefs, acquire and purchafe, any lands, tcnements and be-
< reditaments, or any goods or chattles, 1be fame 1o leafe, grant,
¢ demife, aliene, bargain, fell and difpofe of, as our liege people
¢ of this our realm of England, or ary other corporation or body
¢ politic of the fame, may do.> 1 would beg leave to afk one
fimple queftion, whether this looks like a diftin& ftate or
independent empire.  Provifion is then made for ele®ing a
governor, deputy governor and cighteen affiftants.  After
which is this claufe: ¢ We do for us, our heirs and fuccef=
¢ fors, giveand grant to the faid governor and company
¢ and their fucceflors, that the governor, or in his abfence
¢ the deputy-governor, of the {aid company for the time
¢ being, and fuch of the affiftants or freemen of the faid
¢ company as fhall be prefent, or the greater number of
¢ them fo affembled, whereof the governor or deputy-
¢ governor and fix of the affiftants, at the leaft to be feven,

fhall
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¢ fhall have full power and authority to choofe, naminate
¢ and appeint fuch and fo many others, as they fhall think
¢ fit, and fhall be willing to accept the fume to be free of
¢ the faid company and body, and them into the fame to
¢ admit and to cle®t and conflitute fuch officers as they
¢ fball think fit and requifite for the ordering, managing
* and difpatching of the affairs of the faid governor and
* company and their fucceffors, and to make laws and or-
* dinances for the good and welfare of the faid company, and
¢ for the government and ordering of the faid lands and
* plantations and the people inhabiting and to inhabit the
¢ fame, as to them from time to time fhall be thought
* mect: 8o as fuch laws and ordinances be not contrary or res
S pugnant to the laws and Siatuies of this our reabn of England.’

Another claufe is this; ¢ And for their further encou-
* ragement, of our efpecial grace and favour, we do by
¢ thefe prefents, for us, our heirs, and fucceflors, yield
¢ and grant to the faid governor and company and their
¢ fucceffors, and every one of them, their fators and af-
* f[igns, that they and every of them fhall be free and quic
¢ from all taxes, fubfidies and cuftoms in New-England
* for the fpace of feven years, and from all taxes and im-
* pofitions for the fpace of twenty-one years, upon all goods
¢ and merchandize, at any time or times hereafter, either
* upon importation thither, or exportation from thence into
* our realm of England, or into other of our dominions,
¢ by the faid governor and company and their fucceflors,
* their deputics, factors and affigns, &c.’

The exemption from taxes for feven years in one cafe,
and twenty onec ycars in the other, plainly indicates that,
after tkeir expiration, this province would be liable to tax-
auon. Now I would afk, by what authority thofe taxes
were to be impofed ? It could not be by the governor and
company, for no fuch power was delegated or granted 0
them ; and befides it would have been abfurd and nugatory
to exempt them from their own taxation, fuppofing them
to have had the power, for they might have exempted
themfelves.—It muft therefore be by the King or parlia-
ment : it could not be by the King alome, for as King of

ng-
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England, the political capacity in which he granted the
charter, he hac{) no fuch power, exclufive of the lords and
commons, confequently it muft have been by the parhg-
ment.  This claufe in the charter is as evident a recogni-
tion of the authority of the parliament over this province,
as if the wards, * a&ls of parliament, * had been inferted,
as they were in the Pennfylvania charter. There was no
feMion of parliament after the grant of our charter until the
year 1640.~1In 1642 the houfe of commons paffed a re-
folve, ¢ that, for the better advancement of the plantations
¢ in New-England, and the encouragement of the planters
¢ to proceed in their vndertaking, their exports and im-
* ports fhould be freed and difcharged from all cuftoms,
¢ fubfidics, taxations and duties, until the further order of
¢ the houfe. *  Which was graretully received and recorded
in the archives of our predeceffors.~—T his tranfa&tion fhews
very clearly in what fenfe our conae@ion with England
was then underftood. Itis true that, in fome arbitrary
reigns, attempts were made by the fervants of the crown
to exclude the two houfes of parliament, from any fhare
of the authority over the colonies 3 they alfo attempted to
render the King abfolute in England : but the parliament
always refcued the colonies, as well as England, from fuch
attempts.

I thall recite but one moré claufe of this charter, which
is this, ¢ And further our will and pleafure is, and we do
¢ hereby for us, our heirs and fucceffors, ordain, declare
¢ and grant to the faid govenor and cuomp.ny, and their
¢ fucceflors, that all and every of the fubjeéts of us, out
¢ heirs and fucceflors, which fhall go to and inhabit within
¢ the faid land and premiies hereby mentioned to be grant-
¢ ed, and every of their children, which fhall happen 1o be
* born there, or on the feas in going thither, or returning
¢ from thence, fhall have and enjoy all liderties and immuni-
¢ ties of free and natural fubjefls, within any of the daminions
¢ of us, our heirs or fucceffors, to all intents, conftruétions
* and purpofes whatfoever, as if they and every of them
¢ were botn within the realtm of England.’ ?'t is upon

this or a fimilar claufe in the charter of Willlam and
H Mary
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Mary, that our patriots have built up the ftupendous fa-
bric of American independence. They argue from it a
total exemption from parliamentary authority, becaufe
we are not reprefented in parliament.

I have already fhewn, that the fuppofition of our being
exempt from the authority of parliament, is pregnant with
the groffeft abfurdities. Let us now confider this claufe
in connc¢tion with the other parts of the charter. Itisa
rule of law, founded in reafon and ccmmon fenfe, to con-
ftrue each parc of an inftrument, fo as the whole may
hang together, and be confiftent with itfelf. 1f we fup-
pofe this claufe to exempt us from the authority of parlia-
ment, we muft throw away all the reft of the charter; for
every other partindicates the contrary, as plainly as words
can do it, and, what is ftill worfe, this claufe becomes felo
de fe, and deftroys itfelf; for if we are not annexed to the
crown, we are aliens, and no charter, grant or other aét of
the crown, can naturalize us or entitle us to the liberties
and immunities of Englifhmen. It can be done only by
a@ of parliament. An alien is one born in a ftrange
country, out of the allegiance of the King, and is under
many difabilities though refiding in the realm. As Wales,
Jerfey, Guernfey, lreland, the foreign plantations, &c.
were feverally annexed to the crown, they became parts
of one and the fame empire, the natives of which are
equally free as though they had been born in that territory,
which was the antient realm.  As our patriots depend up-
on this claufe, detached from the charter, let us view it
in that light. If a perfon, born in England, remove to
Ircland, and fettle there, he is then no longer reprefented
in the Britith parliament; but he and his pofterity are
and will ever be fubjett to the authority of the Britifh par-
Liament: If he remove to Jerfey, Guernfey, or any other
parts of the Britith dominions that fend no members to par-
Jiament, he will ftill be in the fame predicament,  So that
the inhabitants of the American colonies do in faét enjoy
all the liberties and immunities of natural-born fubjeéts.
‘We are entitled to no greater privileges than thofe, thacare

born within the realm ; and they can enjoy no other than
we
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we do, when they refide out of it. Thus, it is evident,
that this claufe amounts to no morethan the royal affurance,
that we are a part of the Britith empire, are not aliens, but
natural-born fubjetts, and, as fuch, bound to obey the fu-
preme power of the ftate, and entitled to protection from
it. To avoid prolixity, I fhall not remark particularly upon
other parts of this charter, but obferve in general, thac
whoever reads it with attention will meet with irrefiftable
cvidence in every part of it, that our being a part of the
Englith dominions, fubje® to the Englith crown, and
within the jurifdiion of parliament, were the terms upon
which our anceftors fettled this colony, and the very tenures
by which they held their eftates.

No lands within the Britifh dominions are perfeétly allo-
dial; they are held mediately or immediately of the King,
and, upon forfeiture, revert to the crown. My dear coun-
trymen, you have many of youbeen moftfalfly and wickedly
told, by our patriots, that Great-Britain was meditating a
land tax, and fecking to'deprive us of our inheritance; but
had all the malice and fubtilty of men and devils been
united, a readier method to effe it could not have been
devifed, than the late denials of the authority of parlia-
ment, and forcible oppofitions to its acts : Yet, this has
been planned and exccuted chiefly by perfons of defperase

fortunes,
MASSACHUSETTENSIS.
January 16, 1775.

LETTER VIL

To the Inbabitants of the Province of Malfacbufetts Bay.
F we carry our refearches further back than the emi-
gration of our anceftors, we fhall find many things

that refle@t light upon the obje& we are in queft of. It
is immaterial when America was firft difcovered or taken
pofleffion of by the Englith. In 1602 one Gofiold landed
upon one of the iflands, called Elizabeth-iflands, which
were fo named in honor of Queen Elizabeth, built a forc

and projected a fewtlement ;3 but his men were difcouraged,
Ha and
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and the projett failed. 1In 1606 King James granted all
the continent from 34 to 45 degrees, which he divided
into two colonies, viz. the fouthern or Virginia, to cer-
taio merchants at London; the northern or New-England,
to certain merchants at Plymouth in England. In 1607
fome of the patentees of the northern colony began a fet-
tlement at Sagadahoc, but the emigrants were difheart
encd after the trial of one winter, and that attempt failed
of fuccefs. Thus this territory had not only been granted
by the crown for purpofes of colonization, which are to
enlarge the empire or dominion of the parent ftate, and
to open new fources of national wealth; but uétual poficf-
fion had been taken by the grantees, previous to the emi-
gration of our anceftors, orany grant to thcm. In 1629
2 patent was granted to the adventurers for the northern
colony, incorporating them by the name of tbe conucil for
sbe affairs of New-Plymouth. From this company of mer-
chants 1n England, our anceftors derived their utle to this
territory.  The tradt of land called Maffachufetts was pur-
chafed of this company by Sir Henry Rofwell and affo-
ciates: their deed bears date, March 1gth, 1627, In 1628
they obtained a charter of incorporation, which I have
already remarked upon. The lhibesties, privileges and
franchifes, granted by this charter, do vot, perhaps, ex<
ceed thofe granted to the city of London and other cor-
porations within the realm. The legiflative power was
very confined; it did not even extend to levying taxes of
any kind: that power was, however, affumed under this
charter, which by law worked a forfeiture, and for this
among other things, in the reign of Charles the Second,
the charter was acdjudged forfeited, and the franchifes feiz-
ed into the King’s hands. This judgment did not affect
our anceftors® title to their lands, which were not derived
originally from the charter, though confirmed by it, but
by purchafe from the council at Piymouth, who held
immediately under the crown. Befides, our anceftors had
now reduced what before was a naked right to pofieflion,
and by perfevering through urequalled toils, hardthips
and dangers, at the approach of which other emigrants
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had fainted, sendered New-England a very valuable ac.
quifition both fo the crown and nation. This was high-
ly merizorious, and qught not to be overlooked in pd-
Jufting cthe prefent unhappy difpute; but our patriots
would deprive us of all the merit, both to the crown
and nation, by fevering us from BoTH. After the re-
volution, our anceftors petitioned the parliament to re-
ftore the charter. A bill for that purpofe pafied the
houfe of commons, but went no further. In confe-
queace of another petition, King William and Queen
Mary granted our prefent charter for uniting and in-
corporating the Maflachufetts, New-Plymouth, and fe-
veral other territories into one province. More exten-
five powers af legiflation, than thofe contained in the
firt charter, were become neceffary, and were granted,
And the form of the legiflature was made to approach
nearer 1o the farm of the fupreme legiflature. The
powers of legiflation are confined to local or provincial
purpofes, and further reftri@ed by thefe words, viz. So
as the fame be not repufrxant ar contrary to the laws of
tbis our realm of England. Qur patriots have made
many nice diftinctions and curious refinements to evade
the force of thefe words; but, after all, it is impoflible
to reconcile them to the idea of an independent ftate,
as it is to reconcile difability to omnipotence, The
provincial power of taxation is allo reftricted to pro-
vincial purpolfes, and allawed to be exercifed over fuch
only, as arc inhabitants or proprictors within the pro-
vince. I wauld obferve here, that the granting fubor-
dinate powers of legiflation, docs not abridge or dimi-
nith the powers of the bigher legiflatures: thus we
fee corporations in England and the feveral towns in
this pravince vefted with greater or leffer powers of le-
giflation, without the parliament, in ane cafe, or the ge-
neral court in the other; being reftrained from enacting
thofe very laws, that fall within the jurifdi®ion of the fe-
veral corporations. Fad our prefent charter been con-
ceived in fuch equivocal terms, as that it might be conftrued
as reftraining the authority of parliament; the unifcf::m

ufage
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ufage, ever fince it paffed the feal, would fatisfy us that
its intent was different.  The parliament in the reign when
it was granted, long before and in every reign fince, has
been making ftatutes to extend to the colonies ; and thofe
ftatutes have been as uniformly fubmitted to, as authorita-
tive, by the colonies, till within ten or a dozen years.
Sometimes alts of parliament have been made, and fome-
times have been repealed, in conlequence of petitions from
the colonies.  The provincial affemblies often refer to atts
of parliament in their own, and have fometimes made aéts
to aid their execution. It is evident that it was the inten-
tion of their Majefties to grant fubordinate powers of le-
giflation, without impairing or diminifhing the authority
of the fupreme legiflature. Had there been any words in
the charter, which precluded that conftru¢tion, or did the
whole taken together contraditt it ; lawyers would tell us,
that the King was deccived in his grant, and the patentees
took no eftatc by it, becaufe the crown can neither alienate
a part of the Britith dominions, nor impair the fupreme
power of the empire. I have dwelt longer on this fubject
than 1 at firft intended, and not by any means done it juf-
tice; as, to avoid prolix narratives and tedious deduction,
X have omitted perhaps more than I have adduced, in order
to evince the truth of the pofition, that we are a part of the
Britith dominions, and fubjeét to the authority of parlia-
ment. The novelty of the contrary tenets will appear, by
extra&ing a part of a pamphiet, publifhed in 1704, by a
Bofton gentleman, who was then the oracle of the whigs,
and whofe profound knowledge in the law and contftitution

is equalled but by few.
¢ I alfo lay it down (fays he) as one of the firft principles
¢ from whence [ intend to deduce the civilrights of theBritith
¢ colonies, that all of them are fubjectto, and dependenton
¢ Great-Britain; and that thercfore, as over fubordinate
¢ governments, the parliament has an undoubted power and
¢ lawful authority to make ats for the general good, that, by
¢ naming them, fhall and ought to be equally binding, as
* upon the fubjetts of Great-Britain within the realm. 1s
¢ there the leaft difference, as to the confent of the colonifts,
‘whether



( 55 )
¢ whether taxes and impofitions are laid on their trade, and
< other property by the crown alone, or by the parliament ?
¢ As it1s agreed on all hands, the crown alone cannot im-
¢ pofe them, we fhould be juftifiable in refufing to pay
¢ them ; but we must and ought to yield obedience 10 an al? of
¢ parliament, though erromzcus, till repealed.

¢ [t is a maxim, that the King can do no wrong; and
¢ every good fubjett is bound to believe his King is not
¢ inclined to do any. We are blefled with a prince who
¢ has given abundant demonftrations, that, in all his aCtions,
¢ he ftudies the good of his people, and the true glory of
¢ his crown, whichare infeparable, It would therefore be
¢ the highcft degree of impudence and difloyalty, to imagine
< that the King, at the head of his parliament, could have
¢ any but the moft pure and perfeét intentions of juftice,
¢ goodnefs and truth, that human nature is capable of.
¢ All this I fay and believe of the King and parliament, in
¢ all their alts; even in that which 1o nearly affeéts the
¢ interefts of the colonifts ; and that a moft perfe@ and
¢ ready obedience is to be yielded to it while it remains in
¢« force. The power of parliament is uncontrolable but
¢ by themfclves, and we muft obey. They only can re-
¢ peal their own acts. There would be an end of all go-
¢ vernment, if one or a number of fubjets, or fubardinate
¢ provinces, fhould take upon them fo far to judge of the
¢ juftice of an aé& of parliament, as to refufe obedience to
¢it. If there was nothing clfc to reftrain fuch a ftep, pru-
¢ dence ought todo it; for forcibly refifting the parliament
¢ and the King’s laws is high-treafon. Therefore let the
< parliament lay what burdens they pleafe on us, we muft,
< it is our duty to fubmit and patiently bear them, till they
¢ will be plealed to relicve us.’

The Pennfylvania Farmer, who took the lead in ex-
plaining away the right of parliament to raifc a revenue in
America, fpeaking of regulating trade, tells us, that ¢ He
< who confiders thefe provinces as fates difiinét from the
¢ Briti/b empire has very flender notions of juffice or of their
< interest ; we are but parts of a whole, and therefore there
< muft cxilt a power fomewhere 1o profide and preferve the

4 ¢on-
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¢ conneflion in due order. 'This power is lodged in parlia-
¢ ment ; and we arc as much dependent on Great-Britain as
€ a perfeslly free people could be on anotber,” He fuppofes that
we are dependent in fome confiderable degree upon Great.
Britain ; and that fuch dependance is neverthelefs confift-
ent with perfe@t freedom.

Having fettled this point, let us refle€t upon the refolves
and proceedings of our patriots. We often read refolves
denying the authority of parliament; which is the imperial
authority, gilded over with profeflions of loyalty to the
King, but the golden leaf is too thin to conceal the trea-
fon: It cither argues profound ignorance or hypocritical
cunning.

We find many unfufpeting perfons prevailed on openly
to oppofc the exccution of atts of parliament with force
andarme. My friends ! fome of the perfons, that beguiled
you, could have turned to the chapter, page and feétion,
where fuch infurre€tions are pronounced rebellions, by the
faw of the land ; and had not their hearts been dead to a
fenfe of juftice, and fteeled againit every feeling of humanis
ty, they would have timely warned you of your danger,
Our patriots have fent us in purluit of a mere ignis fatuus,
a fafcinating giare devoid of fubftance; and ncw, when we
find ourfelves bewildered, with fcarce one ray ot hope to
raife our finking ipirits, or ftay our fainting fouls, they
conjure up phantoms more delufive and fleeung, if pofii-
ble, than that which firft led vs aftray.  They tell us, we
are a match for Great-Britain.—The twentieth part of the
ftrength that Great-Britain could exert, were it neceflary,
is more than fullicient to crufh this defencelets province to
atoms, notwithitunding all the vapouring of the difaffected
here and elfewhere.  Theytell us the army is difaffected to
the fervice : What pains have our politicians net taken to
artach them to the fervice 2 The officers conceive no very
favourable opinionof the caule of the whigs, from the oblo-
quy with which their General hath been treated, in return
for his humanity; nor from the intamous attempts to feduce
the foldicrs from his Majelty’s fervice. ‘The policy of fome

of our patriots has been as weak and contempible, as their
motives
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motives are fordid and malevolent ; for when they found
their fuccefs in corrupting the foldiery did not an{wer
their expedtations, they took pains to attach them the
firmer to the caufe they adhered to, by preventing the
crecting of barracks for their winter quarters; by which
means many contrated difcales, and fome lives were loft,
from the unwholefome buildings they were obliged to oc-
cupy. And, as though fome ftimulus was ftill wanting,
fome provocation to prevent human nature revolting in the
hour of battle, they deprived the foldiers of a gratification
never denied to the brute creation,—f{traw to lay on, 1ldo
ot mention this condu& to raife the refentment of the
troops ; it has had its effect already, and it is proper you
fhould know it; nor fhould I have blotted paper in re-
lating facts fo mortifying to the pride of man, had it not
been bafely fuggefted, thatthere would be a defection fhould
the army rake the ficld. Thofe are matters of fmall mo-
ment compared to another, which is 1be caufe they are en-
gaged . Itis no longer.a flruggle between whigs and
tories, whether thefe or thofe Mhall occupy pofts of honor,
or cnjoy the emoluments of ofice; nor is it now whether
this or the other a&t of parliament fhall be repealed,  The
army is fent here to decide a queftion, intimately conneét-
ed with the honor and intereft of the nation; no lefs than
whether the colonies fhall continue a part of, or be for ever
difpyembered from, the Britith empire. It is a caufe in which
no honeft Amcrican can wifh our politicians fuccefs,
though it is devoutly to be wifhed, that their difcomfiture
may be effecled without recourfe being had to the w/fia
ratio,—the fword. . This our wretched ficuation is but the
natural confequence of denying theauthority of parliament
and forcibly oppofing its aéts.

Sometimes we are amufed withintimations, that Holland,
France, or Spain, will make a diverfion in our favour,—
Thele, equally with the others, are fuggeftions of defpair.
Thefe powers have colonies of their own, and migh: nog
choofe to fet a bad example, by encouraging the colonies
of any other ftate to revolt. The Dutch have too much
moacy ia the Englith funds,l and are too much attacha}l\ ta

their
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their money, to efpoufe our quarrel. The French and Spa-
niards have not yet forgot the drubbing they received from
Great-Britain Jaft war; and all three fear to offend that
power, which our politicians would perfuade us to defpife.

Lattly, they tell us, that he people in England will
take our part, and prevent matters from coming to ex-
tremity. This is their fore, where, when driven from every
other poft, they fly for refuge.

Alas! my friends, our congrefies have ftopped up every
avenue that leads to that fanctuary, We hear, by every
arrival trom Lingland, that it is no longer a minifterial (if
it ever was) buta national caufe. My dear countrymen,
I deal plainly with you; I never fhould forgive myfelf if
I didnot. Are there not eleven regiments in Bofton? A
refpectable fleet in the harbour ? Men of war ftationed at
every confiderable port along the continent? Are there
not three fhips of the line fent here, notwithftanding the
danger of the winter coaft, with more than the ufual com-
pliment of marines ? Have not our congreffes, county, pro-
~vincial and continental, inftead of making advances for an
accommodatiion, bid defiance to Great-Britain ?—ZFe that
yuns may read.

If our politicians will not be perfuaded from running
againtt the thick bofles of the buckler, it is time for usto
leave them to their fate, and provide for the fatety of
ourfelves, our wives, our children, our friends, and our
country.

I have many things to0 add, but muft now take my leave,
for this weck, by fubmitting to your judgment, whether
there be not an abfoluce neceflity of immediately protetting
againtt all traiterous refolves, leagues and affociations, of
bodies of men, that appear to have a&ed in areprelentative
capacity. Had our congrefles been accidental or fponta-
neous meetings, the whole might have refted upon the in-
dividuals that compofed them ; but as they appear in the
charalter of the peoples delegates, is there not the utmoit
danger of the innocent being confounded with the guilty,
unlefs they take timely care to diftinguifh themfelves ?

MASSACHUSETTENSIS.

January 23, 1775, LET-



( 59 )

L E T T E R VIIIL.

To the Inbabtants of the Province of Maflachufetts-Bay.

S the oppugnation to the King in parliament tends
A manifeftly to independence, and the colonies would
foon arrive at that point, did not Great-Britain check them
in their career ; let us indulge the idea, however extrava-
gant and romantic, and fuppofe ourfelves for ever fepa-
rated from the parent-ftate,  Let us fuppofe Great-Britain
finking under the violence of the fhock, and overwhelmed
by her antient hereditary enemies ; or, what is more pro=~
bable, opcning new iources of national wealth, to fupply
the deficiency of that which ufed to flow to her through
Americar channels, and perhaps planting more loyal co-
lonies in the new difcovered regions of the fouth, ftill re-
taining her pre-eminence among the nations, though re-
gardlefs of America.

Let us ncw advert to our own fituation, Deflitute of
Britifh protefion, that impervious barrier, bzhind which,
in perfe€t fecurity, we have increaled to a degree almoft
exceeding the bounds of probability ; what other Britain
could we look to, when in diftrefs >~—What fuccedaneum
does the world afford, to make good the lofs? Would
not cur trade, navigation and fifhery, which né nation
dares violate or invade, while diftinguifhed by Britith co-
lours, become the fport and prey of the maritime powers
of Europe ? Would not our maritime towns be expofed to
the pillaging of every piratical enterprize ?  Are the colo-
nies able to maintain a fleet, fufficient to afford one idea of
fecurity to fuch an extenfive fea-coaft? Before they can
defend themfelves againft foreign invafions, they muft
unite into one empire ; otherwife the jarring interefts, and
oppofite propenfities, would render the many headed mon-
fter in politics unweildy and ina&ive. Neither the form
or feat of government would be readily agreed upon ; more
difficult ftill would it be to fix upon the perfon or perfons,
to be invefted with the imperial authority. There is per-
haps as great a diverfity between the tempers and habits of
the inhabitants of this provilncc, and the tempers and t};‘a.

2 1ts
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bits of the Carolinians, as there fubfift between fome differ-
ent nations: nor need we travel fo far; the Rhode-Iflanil-
ers are as unlike the people of Conneficut, as thofe
mentioned before. Moft of the colonies are rivals to each
other in trade.  Between others there fubfift deep animofi-
tics, refpeing their boundaries, which have heretofore
produced violent altercations ; and the fword of civil war
has been more than once unfheathed, without bringing
thefe difputes to a decifion. It is apparent, that fo many
difcordant heterogencous particles could not fuddenly unite
and confolidate into one body : It is moft probable, that, it
they were ever united, the union would be effefled by fome
afpiring genius, putting himfelf ac the head of the colonifts
army (for we muft fuppofe a very refpectable one indeed be-
fore we are fevered from Britain), who, taking advantage of
the enfeebled, bleeding and diftracted ftate of the colonies,
would fubjugate the whole to the yoke of defpotifm. Hu-
man nature is cvery where the {ame; and this has often been
the iffue of thofe rebellions that the nighiful prince was una-
ble to fubdue. We need not travel through the ftates of
antient Greece and Rome, or the more modern ones in Eu~
rope, to pick up the inftances, with which the way is
ftiewed ; we have a notable one in our cwn.  So odious
and arbitrary was the protectorate of Cremwell, that when
death had delivered them from the dread of the tyrane,
all parties conipired to reftore monarchy, and cach ore
ftrove to be the Porcmoﬂ; in inviting home and placing upon
the imperial throne, their exiled prince, the fon of the
fame Charles, who, not many ycars before, had been
murdered on a fcaffold.  The republicans themfclves now
rufhed to the oppofite extreme; andhad Charles the fecond
been as indufirious, as fome of his predeceflors were, he
might have eftabliftied in England a power more arbitrary
than the firft Charles ever had in contemplation.

Let us now fuppofc the colonics united and moulded
into fome forin of government. Think one mement of the
revenue neceflary both to fupport this government and to
provide for even the appearance of defence. Conceive
yourfclves in a manner exhaufted by the confliet wish

Greate
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Great-Britain, now ftaggering and finking under the load
of your own taxes, and the weight of your own govern-
ment. Confider further, that to render government ope-
rative and falutary, fubordination is neceffary. This our
patriots necd not be told of; and when once they had
mounted the fteed, and found themfelves fo well feated as
to run no rifk of being thrown from the faddle, the feverity
of their difcipline to reftore fubordination, would be in
proportion to their former treachery in deftroying it. We
have already feen fpecimens of their tyranny, in cheir in-
human treatment of perfons guilty of no crime, except
that of differing in fentiment from themfelves.  What then
muft we expeét from fuch fcourges of mankind, when fup-
ported by imperial power ?

To cludc the difficulty, refulting from our defencelefs
fituation, we are told, that the colonies would open a free
trade with all the world, and all nations would join in pro-
teéting their common mart. A very little reflection will
convince us that this is chimerical, American trade, how-
ever beneficial to Great-Brirain, while fhe can command
it, would be but as a drop of the bucket, or the hight duft
of the balance, to all the commercial ftates of Europe.
Befides, were Britifh fleets and armies no longer deftined
to our protection, in a very fhort time France and Spain
would recover pofleflion of thofe territories, that were
torr, reluctant and bleeding from them, in the laft war, by
the fuperior ftrength of Britain.  Our enemies would again
extend their line of fortification, from the northern to the
fouthern fhore, and by means ot our late fettlements ftretch-
ing themiclves to the confines of Canada, and the com-
munication opened from one country to the other, we
fhould be expofed to perpetual incurfions from Canadians
and favages; but our diftrefs would not end here, for
when once thele incurfions fhould be fupported by the
formidable armaments of France and Spain, the whole
continent would become their ealy prey, and would be
parcelled out, Poland like. Recolleét the contternation
we were thrown into laft war, when Fort-William Henry
was taken by the French: It was apprehended th;f alt
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New-England would be over-run by their conquering
arms. It was even propofed, for our own people to burn
and lay wafte all the country wett of Conne&icut river, to
impede the enemics march, and prevent their ravaging the
country eaft of it. This propofal came from no inconfi-
derable man. Confider what muft ready have been our
fate, unaided by Britain laft war.

Great-Britain afide, what earthly power cculd ftretch
out the compaflionate arm to fhield us from thole powers,
that have long beheld us with the fharp, picrcing eyes of
avidity, and have heretofore bled freely and expended their
millions to obtain us ? Do you fuppofe their luft of empire
is fatiated 2 Or do you fuppofe they would fcorn to ob-
tain fo glorious a prize by an ealy conqueft ? Or can any
be fo vifionary or impious as to believe that the Father of
the univerfe will work miracles in favour of rebellion,
and, after having by fome unfeen arm and mighty power
deftroycd Great-Britain for us, will in the fame myfterious
way defend us againit other European powers - Sometimes
we are told, that the colonics may pur themielves under
the proteltion of fome onc foreign ftate 5 but it ought to
be conlidered thar, to do thar, we muit throw ourfelves in-
to their power. We can make them no return for protec-
tion but by trade, and of that they can have no affurance,
unlefs 1we become fuvjes? to their lawsy this is evident by our
contention with Britain.

Which ftate would you prefer being annexed to, France,
Spain, or Holland ? 1 fuppofc the latter, as it is a republic :
but are you fure, that the other powers of Europe would
be idle fpcctators, content to fuffer the Dutch to engrofs
the American colonies or their trade ? And what figure
would the Dutch probabiy make in the uncqual conteft ?
Their fword has been long fince fheathed in commerce.
Thole of you that have vifited Surinam, and feen a Dutch
governor difpenfing at difcretion his own opinions for
law, would not {uddenly cxchange the Englith for Dutch
government.

I will fubjoin fome obfervations from the Farmer’s let-
ters ¢ ¢ When the appeal is made to the fword, highly

pro-
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¢ probableit is, that the punithment will exceed the offence,
“and the calamities attending on war out-weigh thofe
¢ preceding it.  Thefe confiderations of juftice and pru-
¢ dence, will always have great influence with good and
¢ wife men. To thefe refle¢tions it remains to be added,
¢ and ought for ever to be remembered, that refiftance, in
¢ the cafe of the colonies againtt their mother-country, is
¢ extremely different from the refiftance of a people againft
¢ their Prince: A nation may change their King or race of
¢ Kings, and, retaining their ancientform of government, be
¢ gainers by changing. Thus Great-Britain, under the il-
¢ luftrious houfe of Brunfwick, a houfe that feems to
¢ flourith for the happinefs of mankind, has found a feli-
¢ city unknown in the reigns of the Stuarts.  But if once
¢ we arc feparated from our mother-country, what new
¢ form of government fhall we adopt., or where fhall we
¢ find another Britain to fupply our lofs ? Torn from the
¢ body to which we are united by religion, laws, affection,
¢ relation, language and commerce, we mutft bieed at every
¢ vein. IN TRUTH, THE PROSPERITY OF THESE PROVINCES
¢ 1s FOUNDED IN THEIR DEPENDANCEON GReAT-BrITAIN.?
MASSACHUSETTENSIS.
January 30, 1775.

L ETTER IX.
To the Inbabitants of the Province of Maflachufetss-Bay.

HEN we refle€t upon the conftitutional connetion
between Great-Britain and the colonies, view the
reciprocation of intereft, confider that the weltare of Bri-
tain in fome meaiure, and the profperity of America
wholly, depends upon that connection ; it is aftonithing,
indced almott incredible, that one perfon fhould be found
on either fide ot the Atlantic, fo bafe and deftitute of every
fentiment of juftice, as to attempt to deftroy or weaken
it. If there are none fuch, in the name of Almighty God,
lec me afk ; wheretore is rebellion, that implacable fiend
to focicty, fuffered to rear its ghaftly front among us, blaft-
ing with haggard Jook each focial joy, and embittering
every hour ? Re-
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Rebellion is rhe moft atracious offence that can be per-
petrated by man, fave thofe which are committed more im-
mediately againft the fupreme Governor of the univerfe,
who is the avenger of his own caufe. It diffolves the fo-
cial band, annihilates the fecurity refulting from Jaw and
government, introduces fraud, violence, rapine, murder,
facrilege, and the long train of evils that riot uncontrouled
in a ftate of nature. Allegiance and proteétion are reci-
procal.  The fubjet is bound by the compaét to yicld
obedience to government, and in return is entitled to pro-
tecticn from it. Thus the pocr are proteéted azainft the
sich, the weak agzainlt the ftrong, the individual againft
the many; and this proteion is guaranteed to each mem-
ber, by the whole community : but when government is
Jaid proftratc, a ftate of war of all againit all commences
might overcomes right; innocence iticlt has no fecurity,
unlcfs the individual fequefters himfelf from his fellowmen,
inhabits his own cave, and feeks his own prey. This
is what is called a4 $2are of matare. 1 once thought it
chimerical.

The punifhment, infliGted upon rebels and traitors in all
ftates, bears fome preportion to the aggravated crime.
By our law the punifhinentis, ¢ That the offender be dravwn
* 10 the gallows, and not be carried or walk ; that he be
* hanged by the neck, and then cut down alive, that his
¢ entrails bz taken out and burned while he is yet alive,
¢ that his head be cut offy that his body be divided into
¢ tour parts, that his head and quarters be at the King’s
¢ difpotal.” 'The confequences of attainder are forfeiture
and corrupticn of blocd.

¢ Forfeiture is wwofold, of real and of perfonal eftate ; by
¢ attainder in high treafon a man foricits to the King all his
¢ lands and tenements of inheritance, whether fee fimple
¢ or fee tail, and all his rights of entry on Jands and tene-
¢ mients, which he had at the time of the offence committed,
¢ or at apy time atterwards, to be for ever velted in the
¢ crown. The forfeiture relates back to the time of the
¢ trealon being commirted, 1o as to avoid all intermediate
¢ fales and incumbrances ; cven the dower of the wife is for-
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€ feited. Fhe natural juftice of forfeiture or confifcation
¢ of property, for treafon, is founded in this confideration,
¢ that he, who has thus violated the fundamental principles
¢ of government, and broken his part of the original cone
¢ tra€ hetween King and people, hath abandoned his con-
¢ ne€tions with focicty, and hath no longer any right tothofe
¢ advanrages which before belonged to him, purely as a
* member of the community ; among which focial advan.
¢ tages the rizht of transferring or tranfinitting property to
¢ others, is one of the chief, Such forfeitures, moreover,
¢ whereby his pofterity muft fuffer as well as himfelf, will
¢ help to reftrain a man, not only by the fenfe of his duty
¢ and dread of perfonal punifhaert, but alfo by his paffions
¢ and natural affeftions ; and wili influence every dependent
¢ and relation he has to keep him from cffending.’ 4
Black. 374. 375.

It 15 remarkable however, that this offence, notwith-
ftanding itis of a crimfon colour andof the deepeft dye, and
its Juft punifhinent is not confined to the perfon of the of«
feader, but beggars all his family, is fometimes committed
by perfons who arc not confcious of guilt: Somctimes
they are ignorant of the law, and do not forefee the evils
they bring upon fociety; at others, they are induced to

hink that their caufe 1s founded in the eternal principles
of juftice and truth, that they are only making an appeal
to heaven, and mav juftly expeét its deceree in their favour.
Doubtlefs, many of the rebels in the year 1745 were buoyed
up with fuch fentiments: neverthelefs they were cut down
like grafs before the fcythe of the mower; the gibber and
fcalTold received thofe that the fword, wearied with dew
itroying, had ipared; and what loyalift fbed one pitying
tear over their graves? They were incorrigible rebsis, and
deferved their fate.  The community is in lefs canger
when the difaffe€ted attempt to excite a rebellion againft
the perfon of the Prince, than when government itlclf is
the obje@t 5 becaufe in the former cafc the queftions ars
few, fimple, and their folutions obvious, the fatal confe-
quences more apparent, anii{ the loyal people more alerz to

fup-
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fupprefs it in embryo: whereas, in the latter, 2 hundred
rights of the people, inconfiftent with government, and
as many grievances, deftitute of foundation, the mere crea-
tures cf diftempered brains, are pourtrayed in the livelieft
colours, ard ferve as bug-bears to affright from their duty,
or as decoys to allure the ignorant, the credulous and the
unwary to their deftrution.  Their fufpicions are drowned
in the perpetual roar for liberty and country ; and even the
profeflions of allegiancc to the perfon of the King, are im-
proved as means to fubvert his government,
In mentioning high-treafon in the courfe of thefe papers,
I may not always have exprefled myfelf with the precifion
of the lawyers; they have a language peculiar to them-
felves: 1 have examined their books, and beg leave to lay
before you fome further extraéts which deferve your at-
tention : ¢ To levy war againft the King, was high-trea-
fon by the common law, 3 inft. 9. This is alfo declared
to be high-treafon by the ftat. of9‘25 Ed. 3. c. 2. and by
the law of this province, 8 W, 3. c. 5.—Affembling in
warlike array, againft a ftatute, is levying war againft the
King, 1 Hale 133. So, todeftroy any trade generally, 146.
riding with banners difplayed, or forming into compa-
nies—or being furnithed with military officers—or armed
with military weapons, asfwords, guns, &c. any one of thefe
circumftances carries the fpeciem belli, and will fupport an
indi¢tment for high-treafon in levying war, 150 —An in-
furrellion to raile the price of fervants wages was held to
be an overt a& of this {pecies of treafon, becaufe this was
donc in defiance of the fiatute of labourers, it was done in
defiance of the King’s ausberity, 5 Bac. 317. cites 3 inft.io,
— Every aflembling of a number of men in a warlike man-
ner, with a defign to redrefs any public grievance, is like-
wife an overt a& of this {pecies of trealon, becaufe this, be-
ing an attempt to do thac by private autbority, which only
ought to be done by the King’s authority, is an invafion
of the prerogative, 5 Bac. 117. cites 3 inft. g. Ha. p. c.14.
Kel. 71. Sid. 358. 1 Hawk. 37.—Every affembling of a
number of men in a warlike manaer, with an intention to
reform the government, or the law, is an overt act of this
{pecics
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fpecies of treafon, 5 Bac. 117, cites 3 inft. 9. 10. Poph.
122 Kel. 76. 7. 1 Hawk, 37.—Levying war may be by
taking arms, not only to dethrone the King, but under
pretence to reform religion, or the /aws, or to remove evil
counfellors, or other grievances, whether real or pretend-
ed, 4 Black, 81. Folter 211.—If any levy war to expel
ftrangers,—to deliver men out of prifon,—to remove coun-
fellors,—or againft any fatute,—or to any other end, pre-
tending reformation of their own heads, without warrant ;
this is levying war againft the King, becaufe they take upon
them royal authority which is againft the King, 3 inft. 9.
~—If three, four or more, rife to pull down an inclofure,
this is a riot; but if they had rifen of purpofe to alter re-
ligion eftablifhed within the realm, or laws, or to go from
town to town generally, and ca down inclofures, this is
a levying of war (though there be no great number of con-
fpirators) within the perview of this ftatute ; becaufe the
Pretence is public and general, and not private in particular,
3 inft. 9. Fofter 211.——If any with ftrength and weapons,
invafive and defenfive, do hold and defend a cattle or fort
againit the King and his power, this is levying of war
again(t the King, 3 inft, 10. Fofter 219. 1 Hale 146.296.
—It was refolved by all the judges of England in the reign
of Henry the 8th, that an infurre@ion againft the ftatute
of labourers, for the inhancing of falaries and wages, was
a levying ot war againlt the King, becaufe it was gene-
rally againft the Kimg’s law, and the offenders took upon
them the reformation thereof, which fubjeéts by gathering
of power, ought not to do, 3 inft. 10.—All rifings in or-
der to cffect mnovations of a public and general concern,
by an armed force, are, in conitrution of law, high-trea-
fon within the claufe of levying war.— For though they are
not levelled at the perfon of the King, they are againtt his
royal Majefly, And befides, they have a dire& tendency
to diffolve all the bonds of fociety, and to deftroy all pro-~
perty, and all government too, by numbers and an armed
force, Folter211. In Benftead'scafe, Cro. car.593. Atacon-
ference of all the juftices and barons, it was refolved, that
going to Lambeth houfe, in warlike manner, t furprife

K 2 the



(¢ 68 )

the Archbifhop, who was a privy-counfellor. (it being with
drums and a multitude) to the number of three hundred
Fcr(ons, was treafon 3 upon which Fofter (page 212) ob-
crves, that if it did appear by the libel (which he fays was
previoufly pofled up 2t ihe Exchange. exhortingtheappren-
tices to rife and fack the Bifhop’s houft, upon the Monday
following) or by the cry of the rabble, at Lambeth houfe,
that the attempt was made on account of mealures the King
bad taken, or was tken taking at the infligaticnn, as they ima-
Qined, of the Archdifbop, and that the rabole had deliberasely,
and upon a public invitation, attempted by numbers and open
force, to take a fevere revenge upon the privy counfeller for
the meafures the Sovereign had taken or was purfuing 3 the
grounds and reafons of the refolution would be fufficiently
explained, without taking that /irle circumftance of the
drum into the cafe :—And he delivers it as his opinion (page
208) that no great ftrefs can be laid on that diftinClion
taken by Ld. C. J. Hale, between an infurretion with, and
one withourt, the appearance of an army forined under Jead-
ers and provided with military weapons, and with drums,
colours, &c. and fays, the want of thele circumftances
weighed nothing with the court in the cafes of Damaree
and Purchafe, but that it was fupplied by the number of
the infurgents : That they were provided with axes, crows
and fuch like t00ls, faror arma minifivat ; and adds (page
208) the true criterion in all thefe cales, 1s, quo animo, did
the parties affemble, whether on account of fome privase
quarrel, or (page 211) to effefl innovations of a pubdlic and
general concern, by an armed force,  Upon the cale of Da-
marce and Purchafe (reported 8 flat. in. 218. to 285.)
Judge Fofter obferves (page 215) that ¢ fince the meceting-
¢ houfes of proteftant diffenters are, by the toleration all,
¢ taken under grotedlion of the law, the infurreicn in
¢ the prefent cafe (being to pull down all difienting pro-
¢ teftant meeting-houfes) was to te confidered as a public
¢ declaration of the rabble againf? sbat afl, and an auempt

¢ to render it ineffeltual by numbers and open force.
. If there be a confpiracy to levy war, and afterwards war
s levied; the confpiracy is, in every one of the confpitators,
an
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an overt a& of this fpccies of treafon, for there can be no
acceffary in high-treafon, g Bac. 115. cites 3 init. 9. 10.
138 Hales P. C. 14. Kel. 5g9. 1 Hawk. 38. A com-
paffing or confpiracy to levy war is no treafon, for there
muft be a levying of war in faflo. But if many confpireto
levy war, and fomc of them do Jevy the fame according to
the confpiracy; this is high-treafon in all, for in treafon all
are principals, and war is levied, 3 inft. g. Folter 213.

The painful tafk of applying the above rules of law to
the feveral tranfa€lions that we have been eye-witnefles to,
will never be mine. - Let me however intreat you to make
the application in your own minds ; and thole of you that
have continued hitherto ¢ faithful among the faichlefs”,
Abdiel like, to perfevere in your integrity : and thofe of you
that have already been enfnared by the accurfed wiles of. de-
figninz men, I would exhort to calt yourfelves immediately
upon that mercy, fo confpicuous through the Briti(h confti-
tution, and whichis the brighteft jewelin theimperialdiadem.

MASSACHUSETTENSIS.
February 6, 1775.

L ETTUER X.
To the Inbabirants of the Province of MafJachufetts-Bay.

Offered to your confideration, laft week, afew extratts
from the law-books, to enable thofe, that have been but
little converfant with the law of the land, to form a judg-
ment, and dctermine for themfelves, whether any have
been fo far beguiled and feduced from their allegiance, as
to commit the moft aggravated offence againft fociety,—=
high-trealon.  The whigs reply, riots and infurreétions are
trequent in England, the land from which we fprang ; we
arc bone of their bone, -and flefh of their flefh :—Granted §
but at the fame time be it remembered, that in England the
executive power is commonly able and willing to fupprefs
infurrections, the judiciary to diftribute impartial juftice,
and the legiflative to aid and ftrengthen the two former
if ncceffary; and whenever thefe have proved ineffeftual
10 allay inteftine commotions, war, with its concomitant
bheor-
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horrors, have paffed through the land, marking their rout
with blood : The bigger part of Britain has at fome period
or other, within the reach of hiftory, been fotfeited to the
crown, by the rebellion of its proprietors.

Let us now take a view of American grievances, and
try, by the fure touchftone of reafon and the conttitution,
whether there be any act oradts, on the part of the King or

arliament, that will juftity the whigs even in foro con'cientic,
in thus forcibly oppofing their government.  Will the alte-
ration of the mode of appointing one branch of our pro-
vincial legiflature.furnith fo much as an excule for it, con-
fidering that our politicians, by their intrigues and machi-
nations, had rendered the affembly incapable of anfwering
the purpofe of government, which is protection, and our
charter was become as incfiicacious as an old ballad ? Or
can a plea of juftification be founded on the parliament’s
giving us an exa tranfcript of Englifh laws for returning
jurors, when our own were infufficient to afford compen-
fation to the injured, to fupprefs feditions, or even to re-
ftrain rebellion? It has been heretofore obferved, that
each member of the community is entitled to protection
for this he pays taxes, for this he relinquifhes his natural
right of revenging injuries and redrefling wrongs, and for
this the fword of juftice is placed in the hands of the magi-
ftrate. It is notorious that the whigs had ufurped the
power of the province in a great meafure, and exercifed it
by revenging themfelves on their opponents, or in compel-
ling them to inlift under their banners.  Recolleét the fre-
quency of mobs and riots, the invafions and demolitions
o! dwelling-houfes and other property, the perfonal abufe
and frequent neceflity of perfons abandoning their habita-
tions, the taking fanfluary on board men of war, or at
the caftle, previous to the regulating bill, Confider that
thefe fuffcrers were loyal fubjefls, violators of no law,
that many of them were crown officers, and were thus per-
fecuted tor no other offence than that of executing the
King's law. Confider, further, that if any of the fufferers
fought redrefs in a court of law, he had the whole whig in-

terelt to combai : they gathered like a cloud and hovcly;d
ike
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like harpies round the feat of juftice, until the fuitor was
cither condemned to pay cofts to his antagonift, or recovered
fo {mall damages, as that they were fwallowed up in his
own. Confider further, that thefe riots were not the acci-
dental or fpontancous rifings of the populace, but the re-
fult of the deliberations and mature councils of the whigs,
and were fometimes headed and led to ation by their prin-
cipals, Confider further, that the general affembly lent
no aid to the exccutive power, Weigh thefe things, my
friends, and doubt if you can, whether the a¢t for regulat-
ing our government did not flow from the parental tender-
nefs of the Britith councils, to enable us to recover from
anarchy, without Britsin being driven to the neceflity of
infliing punifhment, which is her ftrange work. Having
taken this curfory view of the convulied ftate of the pro-
vince, let us advert to our charter-forin of government,
and we fhall find its diftributions of power to have been o
prepofterous as to render it next to impoffible for the pro-
vince to recover by its own ftrength. The council was
cleive annually by the houfz, liable to the negative of the
chair ; and the chair was reftrained trom acting even in tne
executive department, without the concurrence of the
board. The political ftruggle is cften between the governor
and the houfe; and it is a maxim with polirticians, that ke
that is not for us is againft us: Accordingly, when party
runs high, if a councillor adhered to the governor, the houle
refufed to elet him the next year; if he adhered to the
houfe, the governor negatived him; if he trimmed his
bark, {o as to fteer a middle courfe between Scylla and Cha-
rybdis, he was in danger of fuffering more by the neglect
of both parties, than of being wrecked but on one.

In moderate times this province has been happy under
our charter-form of government; but, when the political
{torm arofe, itsoriginal defect became apparent: We have
fometimes feen half a dozen fail of tory navigation unable,
on an ele@ion day, to pals the bar formed by the flux and
reflux of the tides at the entrance of the harbour, and as
many whiggifh ones ftranded the next morning on Gover-
nor’s [fland. The whigs took the lead ia this game -,hand

there-
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therefore 1 think the blame ought to reft upon them, though
the tables were turned upon them in the fequel. A flender
acquaintance with human nature will inform us, and experi-
encc Lasevinced, that a body of men, thusconftituted, are not
to be depended upon to aét that vigorous, intrepid and de-
cifive part, which the emergency of the late times required,
and which might have proved the falvation of the province,
In fhort, the board, which was intended to- moderate be-
tween the governor and the houfe, or perhaps rather to
fupport the former, was incapable of doing cither by its
oniginal conftitution. By the regulating at the members
of the board are appointed by the King in council, and
are not liable even to the fufpenfion of the governor;
their commiffions are durante bene placito, and they are
therefore far from independence.  The infant {tate of the
colonies does not admit of a peerage, nor perhaps of any
third branch of legiflature wholly independent. In moft
of the colonies the councilis appointed by mandamus, and
the members are moreover liable to be fufpended by the
governor; by which means they are more dependent than
thofe appointed according to the regulating aét, but no
inconvenience arifesfromthat mode of appointment.  Long
expeticnce has evinced its utility. By this ftatute, extra-
ordinary powers are devolved upon the chair, to enzble
the governor to maintain his authority, and to cppofe with
vigour the daring fpirit of independence, fo maniieft in the
whigs. Town.mectings are reftrained to prevent their paf-
fing traiterous refoives. Had thefe, and many other innova-
tions contained in this 2¢t, been made in moderate times,
when due reverence was yielded to the magiftrate, and obe-
dience to the law, they might have been called grievances
but we have no reafon to think, thar, had the fituation of
the province been fuch, this ftatute would ever have
had an exiftence—nor have we any reafon to doubt, but
that it will be repeaied, in whole or in part, fhould our pre-
fent form of government be found by experience to be pro-
du@ive of rapine or oppreflion. It is impoffible, that the
King, lords or commons could have any finifter views in

regulating the government of this province. Sometimes
we
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we are told that charters are facred : However facred, they
are forfeited through negligence or abufe of their franchifes,
in which cafes the law judges, that the body politic hag
broken the condition upon which it was incorporated.

There are many inftances of the negligence and abufe
whichwork the forfeiture of chartersdelineatedin law books.
They alfo tell us, that all charters may be vacated by att of
parliament. Had the form of our provincial legiflature
been eftablifhed by a& of parliament, that aét might have
been conftitutionally and equitably repealed, when it was
found to be incapable of anfwering the end of its inftitu-
tion. Stronger ftill is the prefent cafe, where the form of
government was cﬁablifhccf by one branch of the legifla-
ture only, viz. the King, and all three join in the revoca-
tion. This a& was however a fatal ftroke to the ambiti-
ous views of our republican patriots. The monarchical-part
of the conftitution was fo guarded by it, as to be no longer
vulnerable by their fhaftsy and all their fancied greatnefs
vanifhed like the bafclefs fabric of a vifion. Many, who
had been long ftriving to attain a feat at the board, with
their faces thitherward, beheld, with infinite regret, their
competitors advanced to the honors they afpired to them-
felves. Thefe difappointed, ambitious and envious men
inftil the poifon of difaffetion into the minds of the lower
claffes, ard as foon as they are properly impregnated, ex-
claim, tbe pesple never will fub:nit to it. They now would
urge them into certain ruin, to prevent the execution of
an a& of parliament, defigned and calculated to reftore
peace and harmony to the province, and to recal that hap-
py ftate, when year rolied round on year, in a continual
increafe of our felicity.

The Quebec bill is another capital grievance, becaufe
the Canadians are tolerated in the enjoyment of their re-
ligion, which they were entitled to, by an article of capi-
tulation, when they fubmitted to the éritifh arms. This
toleration is not an exclufion of the proteftant religion,
which is eftablithed in every part of the empire, as firinly
as civil polity can eftablith-it. It is a ftrange kind of rea-
foning to0 argus, from the French inhabisants of the con-
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quered province of Quebec, being tolerated in the enjoy-
ment of the Roman Catholic religion in which they were
educated, and in which alone they repofe their hope of eter-
nal falvaticn, that therefore governmencintends to deprive
us of the enjoyment of the proteftant religion in which alone
we belicve; efpecially as the political interefts of Britain de~
pend upon proteftant connexions, and the King’s being i
proteftant himfelf is an indifpen{able condition ot his wear-
ing the crown. This circumftance, however, ferved admi-
rably for a freth ftimulus, and was eagerly grafped by the
difaffe@led of all orders. Itadded pathos to pulpit oratory.
‘We often fee refolves and feditious letters interfperfed with
popery here and there in Italics.  If any of the clergy have
endeavoured, from this circumflance, to alarm their too
credulous audiences, with an apprehenfion that their reli-
gious privileges were in danger, thereby to excite them to
take up arms; we muft lament the depravity of the beft of
men: but human nature flands appalled when we refle@
upon the aggravated guilt of profituting our boly religion
to the accurfed purpofes of treajen and rebellion.  As to
our lay politicians, I have long fince cealed to wonder ac
any thing in them; but it may be obferved, that there is no
furer mark of a bad caufe than for its advocates to recur
to fuch pitiful (bifts to fupport it. This inftance plainly
indicates, that their fole dependence is in preventing the
paflions fubfiding, and cool reafon refuming its feat. Itis
a mark of their fhrewdnefs however, for whenever reafon
fhall refume its featr, the political chear will be deteéted,
ftand confeft in its native turpitude, and the political knave
be branded with marks of infainy, adequate, if pofible, to
the enormity of his crimes.
MASSACHUSETTENSIS.
February 13, 1775.

LETTER XL
o tbe Inbalitants of the Province of MafJachufetts-Bay.
IT would be an endlefs talk to remark minutely upon
cach of the fancied grievances, that iwarm and clutt:ix;i
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fill and deform, the American chronicles. An adeptnefs at
difcovering grievances, has lately been one of the princis
pal recommendations to public notice and popular applaufe.
We have had geniufes feleted for that purpoie, called com-~
mislees upon gricvances, a fagacious fet they were, and
dilcovered a maltitude before ic was known, that they them-
felves were the greateft gricvances that the country was in~
fefted with. The cafe is fhortly this; the whigs fuppofe
the colonies to be feparate or diftin@ fates: having fixed
this opinion in their minds, they areatno lofs for grievances.
Could [ agree with them in their firft principle, 1 fhould
acquicfce in many of their deduions; for in that cafe eve-
ry act of parliament extending to the colonies, and cvery
movement of the crown to carry them into execution,
would be really grievances, however wife and falutary they
might be in themfelves; as they would be exertions of a
power that we were not conftitutionally fubje& to, and
would deferve the name of ufurpation and tyranny. But
deprived of this, their corner ftone, the ternble fabric of
grievances vanifhes like cales raifed by enchantmsnt, and
leaves the wondering fpectator amazed and confounded at
the deception. He fufpe@s himfelf to have but juft awoke
from {leep, or recovered from a trance, and that the for-
midable {petre that had frozzn him with horror, was no more
than the creature of a vifion, or the delufion of a dream.

Upon this paint, whether the colonies are diftiné ftates
or not, our patriots have rathly tendered Great Britain an
iffue, againft every principle of law and conftitution, againft
reafon and common prudence. "T'here is no arbiter between
us but the fword; and that the decifion of that tribunal
will be againtt us, reafon forefees, as plainly as it can dife
Cover any event that lies in the womb of futurity. No per-
fon, unlels atuated by ambution, pride, malice, envy, or
a malignant combination of the whole that verges towards
madnels, ard hurries the man away from himiclf, would
Wwage war upon fuch unequal terms. No honeft man would
engage himlelf, much lets plunge his country iato the ca-
lamities of a war upon equal terms, without firlt fetding
with his confcience, in the Edrcd moments of rcﬂc&ic:g;
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the important queftion refpe&ing the juftice of his caufe.
To do this, we muft hear and weigh every thing rhat is
fairly adduced, on cither fide of the queftion, with equal
attention and care: a difpofition to drink in with avidity,
what favours our bypothefis, and to rejeit with difguft wbhai-
ever comiravenes, is an infaliible mark of a norrow, Jelfifh
mind. In matters of {mall moment fuch obftinacy is weak-
nefs and folly, in important ones, fatal madnefs. There
are many among us, who have devoted themfelves to the
flavith dominion of prejudice; indeed the more liberal have
feldom had an opportunity of bringing the queftion 10 a
fair examination. The cloquence of the bar, the pulpit, and
the fenate, the charms of poetry,theexpreflionsof painung,
fculpture and ftatuary, have confpired to fix and nivet ideas
of independence upon the mind of the colonifts. The over-
whelming torrent, fupplied from fo many fountans, rolled
on with increaling rapidity and violence, ull it became fu-
perior to all reftraint. 1t was the reign of paffion; the fmall,
ttiil voice of reaion was refufed audience. I have obferved
that the prefs was heretofore open to but one fide of the
quettion, which has given offence to a writer 1n Edes and
Gill’s paper, under the fignature of Novanglus, to whom
I have many things to fay. 1 would at prefent afk him, if
the convention of committees for the county of Worcefler
in recommending to the inhabitants of that county not ta
take news papers, pubhithed by two of the prinzers in this
town, and two at New-York, have not affc€led to be li-
cenfers of the prefs? And whether, by profcribing thefe
Pprinters, and endcavouring to deprive them of a livelihood,
they have not manifefted an illibera!, bigotted, arbitrary,
malevolenc difpofition 2 And whether, by thus attempting
to deftroy the liberty of the prefs, they have not betrayed
a confcioufnefs of the badnefs of their caufe ?

Our warriors tell us, that the parliament fhall be per-
mitted to legiflate for the purpofes of regulating trade, but
the parliament hath moft urrightcoufly afferted, that it
s had, hath, and of right ought to have, full power and
« authority to make laws and flatutes of fufficient force
® and validity to bind the colonics inall calcs whatfocvg, 5

at
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thatthiscldim, being withoutany qualification or reftricion,
is an innovation, and inconfiftent with liberty. Let us cane
didly enquire into thefe three obfervations, upon the fia-
tute declaratory of the authority of parliament. As to its
univerfality, it is true there are no exceptions exprefled ;
but there is no general rule without exceptions, exprefled
or implied.

The implicd ones in this cafe are obvious. It is evident
that the intent and meaning of this a&, was to affert the
fupremacy of parliament in the colonies, that is, that its
conititutional authority to make laws and ftatutes binding
upon the calonies, is, and ever had been, as ample, as it1s
to make laws binding upon the realm. No one that reads
the declaratory ftacute, not even prejudice itfelf, can fup-~
pofe that the parliament meant to affert thereby a right or
power todeprive the colonifts of their lives, to enflave them,
or to make any law refpeling the colonies, that would not
be conltitutional, were it made refpe@ing Great Britain.
By an adt of parliament pafled in the year 1650, it was de-
clared concerning the colonies and plantations in America,
that they had ¢ ever fince the planting thereof been and
¢ ought to be fubjet to fuch laws, orders and regulations,
¢ asare or fhall be made by the parliament of England.”
This declaration, though ditfering in expreflion, is the fame
in {ubftance with the other. Our Houfe of reprefentatives,
in their difpute with Governor Hutchinfon, concerning the
fupremacy of parliament, fay, * It is difficult, if poffible,
¢ to draw a line of diftin&tion between the univerfal au-
¢ thority of parliament over the colonies and no authority
¢ atall”

The declaratory ftatute was intended more efpecially to
affert the righe of parliament, to make laws and ftatutes for
raiing a revenue in America, left the repeal of the ftamp-
act might be urged as a difclaimer of the right. Let us
now eaquire, whether a power to raife a revenue be not the
inherent, unalicnable right of the fupreme legiflature of
every well-regulated ftate, where the hereditary revenue of
the crown, or cftablifhed revenues of the ftate are infuffi-
cient of themfelves ; and whether that power be aot naiflf-
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farily coéxtenfive with the power of legiflation, or rather
neceflarily implied in it.

The end or defign of government, as has been already
obferved, is the fecurity of the people from internal vio-
Jence and rapacity, and from forcign invafion. The fu-
preme power of a ftate muft neceffarily be {o extenfive and
ample as to anfwer thofe purpofes ; otherwile it is confti-
tuted in vain, and degenerates into empty parade and mere
oftentatatious pageantry. Thefe purpofes cannot be an-
fwered, without a power to raife a revenue ; for without it
neither the laws can be executed nor the ftate defended.
This revenue ought, in national concerns, to be apportioned
throughout the whole empire according to the abilities of
the feveral parts; as the claim of each to protection is
equal : a refufal to yield the former is as unjuft as the
withholding the latter. Were any part of an empire ex-
empt from contributing their propcrtionable part of the
revenue neceffary for the whole, fuch excmption would be
maniteft injuftice to the reft of thc empire; as it muft of
courfe bear more than its proportion of the public burden,
and it would amount to an additional tax. If the propor-
tion of each part was to be determined only by itfelf in a
feparate legiflature ; it would not only involve it in the ab-
furdity of smperium in imperio, but the perpetual contention
arifing from the predominant principle of felf-intereft in
cach, without having any common arbiter between them,
would render the disjointed, difcordant, torn and difmem-
bered ftate incapable of colleting or conduéting its force
and energy, for the prefervation of the whole, as emergen-
cics might require. A government thus conftituted would
contain the feeds of diffolution in its firft principles, and
muft foon deftroy itfelf.

I have already fhewn that, by your firft charter, this pro-
vince was to be fubject to taxation after the lapfe of twenty-
one years, and that the authority of parliament to impofc
fuch taxes was claimed fo carly as the year 1642.

In the patent for Peanfylvania, which is now in force,
there is this claufe, * And further our pleafure is, and by
“ thefe prefepts, for us, &c. we do covenant and agree ::
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¢ and with the faid William Penn, &c¢. that we, &c. thall
‘¢ at no time hereafter fet or make, or caufe to bé fet, any
 impofition, cuftom or other taxation, or rate or contri~
*¢ bution whatfoever, in and upon the dwellers and inhabi~
** tants of the aforefaid province, for their lands, tenements,
¢ goods or chattels within the faid province, or in and upon
‘“ any goods or merchandife within the faid province, to be
“¢ laden or unladen wichin the ports or harbours of the faid
¢¢ province, snlefs the fame be with the confent of the pro-
‘¢ prietors, chiet governor or aflembly, or by a& of parlia-
“ ment.”

Thefe are ftubborn facts: they are incapable of being
winked out of exiftence, how much foever we may be dif-
poled to fhut our eyes upon them. They prove that the
claim of a right to raife a revenue in the colonies, exclufive
of the grants of their own affemblies, is coéval with the
colonies themfelves. 1 fhall next fhew, that there has been
an attual, uninterrupted exercife of that right by the parlia-
ment, time immemorial.

MASSACHUSETTENSIS.

February 20, 1775.

L ETTER XIL
To the Inbabitants of the Province of Maflacbufetts-Bey.

Y an att of parliament, made in the twenty-fifth year

of the reign of Charles the fecond, duties are laid up-

on goods and merchandife of various kinds, exported from
the colonies to foreign countries, or carried from one colo-
ny to another, payable on exportation. J will recite a part
of it; viz, ¢ For fo much of the faid commodities as fhall
¢ be laden and put on board fuch fhip or veffel, that is to
¢ fay, for fugar white the hundred weight, five fhillings;
¢ and brown and Mufcovados the hundred weight, one thil-
¢ ling and fixpence ; tobacco the pound, one penny; cot-
¢ ton wool the pound, one half-peany; for indigo two
¢ pence; ginger the hundred weight, one fhilling ; log-
¢ wood the hundred weight, five pounds; fuftic and all
¢ other dying wood the hundred weight, fix pence coc‘;:
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# the pound, one penny, to be lvied, collefled, and paid at
* fuch places and to fuch colleftors and other officers, as
“ fball be appointed in the refpective plantations, to colle&,
¢ levy and receive the fame befsre the landing thereof, and
¢ under fuch penalties both to the officers and upon the
4 goods, as for non-payment of, or defrauding bis majcfty of
¢ bis cufioms in England. And for the better collefing of the
¢ feveral rates and duties impaofed by this aft, beitenalted, that
¢ this whole bufinefs fhall be ordered and managed, and the
¢ {everal duties hereby impofed fhall be cauied 0 be levied
¢ by the commiffioners of the cuffoms in England, by and under
# the authority of the lord trealurer of Engiand, or com-
¢ miffioners ofy the treafury.’

It is apparent, from the reafoning of this ftatute, that
thefe duties were impofed for the fole purpofe of revenue.
“There has lately been a moft ingenious play upon the words
and cxpreflions, fax, revenue, purpofe of raifing a revenue,
Jole purpofe of raifng a revemue, exprefs purpofe of raifing
@ revenuey as though their bceing inferted in or lefs
out of a ftatute, would make any effential difference
in the ftatute. This is mere playing with words; fof
if, from the whole tenor of the a&, it is evident, that
the intent of the legiflature was to tax, rather than to regu-
late the trade, by impofing duties on goods and merchan-
difc; itis to all intents and purpofcs an inftance of taxation,
be the form of words, in which the ftatute is conceived,
what it will.  That fuch was the intent of the legiflature,
In this inftance, any one that will rake the pains to read it
will be convinced. There have been divers alterations
made in this by fubfequent ftatutes ; but fome of the above
taxes remain, and are colleéted and paid in the colonies to
thisday. By an a& of the 7th and Sthof William and Mary
it is enated, © that every feaman whatioever that fhall ferve
¢ his majefty, or anyotherperfon whatever in any of his ma-
¢ jefty’s fhips or veflels whatloever, belonging or to belong
* to any fubjcéts of England, or any other his majefty’s do-
¢ minions, fhall allow, and there fhall be paid out of the
“ wages of every fuch teaman, to grow due for fuch bis fer-
¢ vice, fix pence per annum for the better fupport of the
¢ faid hofpital, and to augment the revenue thereof.” T his
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tax was impofed in the reign of King William the third,
of blcffed memory, and is ftill levied in the colohies. 1t
would require a volume to recite or minutely remark upon
all the revenue als that relate to America, We firid them
in many reigns, impofing new dutics, taking off, or reducs
ing, old ones, and making provifion for their colle&ion, or
new appropriations of them. By anaét of the 7th and 8th
of Wilham and Mary, entitled ¢ an a& for preventing frauds
¢ and regulating abuics in the plantations,” all former a&s
fefpecting the plantations are rénewed, and all thips and
velflels, cominginto any port herey are liable to the famere+
gulations and reftrictions as fhips in the ports in England
are liable to; and it cnaéts * That the officers for collesling
¢ and managing bis majefly’s revenue, and infpetling the plans
¢ tation trade in many of the faid plantaticns, fhall have the
¢ fame powers and authority for vifiting and fearching of
¢ fhips and taking their entries; and for féizing, ot fecuring,
¢ or bringing on fhore, any of the goods prohibited to be
¢ imported or exported into or out of any of the faid colo~
¢ nies and plantations, or for which any duties are payable
S or ougkt to be paid by any of the before mentioned afls, as are
¢ previded for the officers of the cuftoms in England.

The a&t of the gth of Queen Anne, for eftablithing 2
poft-office, gives this reafen for its eftablithment, and tor
laying taxes thercby impofed on the carriage of letters in
Great<Britain and Ireland, the colonies and plantations in
North- America and the Weft-Indies, and all other his ma-
Jefty’s dominions and territories, ¢ that the bufinefs may be
¢ done in fuch manner as may be moft beneficial to the
¢ people of thefe kingdoms, and her majefty may be fup-
¢ plied, and the revenue arifing by the faid office, better
* improved, fettled and fecured to her majefty, her heirs and
¢ fucceflfors.” The celebrated patriot; Dr. Franklin, was
till lately one of the principal colleftors of it. The meric
in putting the poft-office in America ypon fuch a footing
as to yield a large revenue to the erown, is principally af-
cribed to him by the whigs. 1 would not with to detra&
from the real merit of that gentleman ; bur, had a tory been
half fo afliduous in increaling the American reveave, No-
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vanglus would have wrote parricide at the end of his name.
By an a& of the fixth of George the fecond, a duty is laid
on all forcign rum, melafles, fyrups, fugars and paneles, to
be raifed, levied, colletted and paid urnto and fur the ufe of bis
majcfiy, bis beirs and fucceffers. ‘The preamble of an a&t of
the fourth of his prefent majefty declares, that ¢ it is jus?
¢ and neceflary that a revenue in America for defraying the ex-
S pences of defending, protefling and [ecuring the fame,” 8cc. by
which act duties are laid upon foreign fugars, coffee, Ma-
deira wine; upon Portugal, Spanifh and all other wine (ex-
cept Frenchwine) imported from Great-Bricain; upon filks,
bengals, ftuffs, callico, linen cloth, cambric and lawn, im-
ported from particular places.

Thus, my friends, it is evident, that the parliament has
been in the aftual, uninterrupted ufe and exercife of the
right claimed by them, to raife a revenue in America, from
a period more remotce than the grant of the prefent charter,
to this day. Thefe revenue aéts have never been called un-
conftitutional till very lately. Both whigs and tories ac-
knowledged them to be conftitutional. In 1764 Governor
Bernard wrote and tranfmitted to his friends his polity al-
‘Juded to, and in part received by Novanglus, whercin he af-
“ferts the right or authority of parliament to tax the colonies.
Mr. Otis, whofe patriotiim, found policy, profound learn-
ing, integrity and honour, is mentioned in ftrong terms by
Novanglus, in the leit-fame year, in a pamphlet which he
publifhes to the whole world, afferts the right or authori-
ty of parliament to tax the colonies, as roundly as ever Go-
vernor Bernard didy which I fhall have occafion to take an
extract from hercafter.  Mr. Otis was at that time the moft
popular man in thic province, and continued his popularity
many years afterwards.

Is i not a moft aftonifhing inftance of caprice, orinfa-
tuation, that a province, torn from its foundations, fhould
be precipitating itfelf into a war with Great-Britain, becaufe
the Briafh parliament afferts its right of raifing a revenue
in America; inafmuch as the claim of that right is as antient
as the colonies themielves, and there is at prefent no gricv-
ous excicife of it?  The parliament’s refuling to repeal the
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fca att is the oftenfible foundation of our quarrel. If we
afk the whigs, whether the pitiful three-penny duty upon a
luxurious, unwholefome, foreign commodity, gives juft oc-
cafion for the oppofition; they tell us, it is the precedent
they are contending about, infinuating thatitis an innova-
tion. But this ground is not tenable ; for a total repeal of
the tea-act would not ferve us upon the fcore of precedents.
They are numerous without this. The whigs have been
extremely partial refpeing tea. Poor tea has been made
the thibboleth of party; while melafles, wine, coffee, indi-
go, &c. &c. have been unmolefted. A perfon that drinks
New-England rum, diftilled from melaffes fubjeét to a like
duty, is equally deferving of a coat of tar and teathers with
him that drinks tea. A coffee drinker is as culpable as
cither, viewed in a political light. But, fay our patriots,
if the Britifh parliament may take a penny from us without
our confent, they may a pound, and fo on, till they have
filched away all our property. This inceffant incantation
operates like a fpell or a charm, and checks the efforts of
loyalty in many an honeft breaft. Let us give it its full
weight: Do they mean that if the parliament has a right
to raile a revenue of one penny on the colonies, that they
muft therefore have a right to wreft from us all our pro-
perty 2 If this be cheir meaning, I deny their deduction ;
for the fupreme legiflature can have no right to tax any
part of the empire to a greater amount, than its juft and
equitable proportion of the neceffary national expence.
This is a line drawn by the conftitution itfelf. Do they
mean, that, if we admit that the parliament may conftitu-
tionally raife onc penny upon us for the purpofes of re-
venue, they will probably proceed from light to heavy
taxes, till their impofitions become grievous and intole-
rable? T'his amounts to no more than a denial of the right,
lest it fhould be abufed. But an argument drawn from
the altual abufe of a power, will not conclude to the ille-
gality of fuch power; much lefs will an argument drawn
from the capability of its being abufed. If it would, we
might readily argue away all power that man is intrufted
with. { will admit, that a power of taxation is more liable
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to abufe than legiflation feparately confidered; and it
would give me pleafure to fee fome other linc drawn, fome
other barrier ereted, than what the conftitution has already
done, if it be poffible, whercby the cenftitutional author-
ity of the fupreme legiflature might be preferved intire,
and America be guaranteed in every right and exemption,
conliftent with her lubordination anddependence.  Butthis
can only be done by parliament. 1 repeat, 1 am no advo-
cate for a land-tax, or any other kind of internal tax, nar
do I think we were in any danger of them ; I have not
been able to difcover one fymptom of any fuch intention
in the parliament, fince the repeal of the ftamp-aét. Indeed
the principal fpeakers of the majority, that repealed the
ftamp-act, drew the line for us, between internal and exter-
pal taxation; and I think we ought, in honour, juftice, and
good policy, to have acquiefced therein, at leaft till there
was fome burdenfome excrcife of taxation. For there is byt
little danger from the latter, that is, from duties laid upon
trade; as any gricvous reftrition or impolition on Ameri-
can trade, would be fenfibly felt by the Britifh ; and I think,
with Dr. Franklin, that ¢ they (the Britifh nation) have a
¢ natural and equitable right to fome toll or duty upon mer-
¢ chandifes carried through that part of their dominions,
¢ viz. the American feas, towards defraying the expence
¢ they are at in fhips to maintain the fafety of that carriage.”
Thefe were his words in his examination at the bar of the
houfe, in 1765, Sed tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in illis,
Before we appeal to heaven tor the juftice of our cau ¢, we
eught to determine, with ourfelves, fome other queftions,
whether America is not obliged in equity to contribute
fomething toward the national defence: Whether the pre-
fent American revenue amounts to our proportion: And
whether we can, with any tolerable grace, accufe Great-Bri-
tain of injuflice in impofing the late duties, when our Aflem-
blies were previoufly called upon, and refufed to make any
provifion for themielves,  Thefe, with feveral imaginary
Ericvanccs, not yet particularly remarked upon, 1 fhall con-
der in reviewing the publications of Novanglus ; a per=~
formance, which, though not deftitute of ingenuity, I read
with
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with a mixture of grief and indignation, as it feems to be
calculated to blow up every fpark of animofity, and to kin-
dle fuch a flame, as muft inevitably confume a great part
of this once happy province, before it can be extinguithed.
KIASSACHUSETTENSIS.
February 27, 1775.

L ETTER XIL

To the Inbabitants of the Province of Maflachufetts-Bay.
OVANGLUS and all others have an indifputable
right to publifh their fentiments and opinions to the
world, provided they conform to truth, decency and the
municipal Jaws of the fociety of which they are members.
He has wrote with a profeffed defign of expofing the errors
and fophiftry, which he fuppofes are frequent in my publi-
cations : IHis defign is fo far laudable ; and [ intend to cor-
ret them wherever he convinces me there is an inftance of
cither. I have no objetion to the minuteft difquifition :
contradiction and difputation, like the collifion of flint and
fteel, often ftrike out new light. The bare opinions of either
of us, accompanied by the grounds and reafons upon which
they were formed, muft be confidered only as propofitions
made to the reader for him to adopt or rejeét, as his own
reafon may judge, or feclings dictate. A large proportion
of the labours of Novanglus confift in denials of my alle-
gations in matters of fuch public notoriety, as that no re-
ply is neceffary : He has alledged many things deftitute
of foundation, Thofe that affeft the main objeét of our
purfuit but remotely, if atall, I fhall pafs by without par-
ticular remark ; others, of a more interefling nature, I fhall
review minutely.  After fome general obfervations upon
Maflachufertenfis, he flides into a moft virulent attack upon
particular perfons, by names, with fuch incomparable cafe,
that thews him to be a great proficient in the modern art
of detrattion and calumny. He accufes the late Governor
Shirley, Governor Hutchinfon, the late Licutenant Gover-
nor Oliver, the late Judge Ruffell, Mr Paxton, and Briga-
dies Ruggles, of a confpiracy to enflave their country. h’I‘hc
charge
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charge is high coloured : if it be jult, they merit the epi-
thets, dealt about fo indifcriminately, of enemies to their
counzry ; ifit be groundlefs, Novanglus has aéted the parc
of an affaffin, in thus attempting to deftroy the reputation
of the living, and of fomething worfe than an affaffin, in
entering thofe hallowed manfions, where the wicked com-
monly ceafe from troubling and the weary are at reft, 10
difturb the repofe of the dead.  That the charge is ground-
Yefs refpecting Governor Bernard, Governor Hutchinfon,
and the late Licutenant Governor, I dare affert; becaufe
zhey have been acquitted of it in fuch a manner as every
good citizen muft acquiefce in. Our houfe of reprefenta-
tives, alting as the grand inqueft of the province, prefented
them before the King in council ; and after a full hearing
they were acquitted with honor, and the feveral impeach-
ments difmificd, as groundlefs, vexatious and feandalous.
The accufation of the houfe was fimilar to this of Novan-
glus ; the court, they chofe to inflitute their fuit in, was of
competent and high jurifdiction, and its decifion firal. This
is a fufficient anfwer to the ftate charges made by this writer,
fo far as they refpet the Governors Bernard, Hutchinfon
and Oliver, whom he accufes as principals; and it is a ge-
neral rule, that, if the principal be innocent, the accefiary
cannot be guilty. A determination of a conftitutional arbi-
ter ought to feal up the lips of even prejudice idelf in (i-
lence ; otherwife litigation muft be endlefs.  This calum-
niator neverthelefs has the effrontery to renew the charge
in a public news-paper, although thereby he arraigns our
moft gracious Sovereign and the lords of the privy council,
as well as the gentlemen he has named.  Not content with
wounding the honor of judges, counfellors and governors,
with miflile weapons, darted from an obfcure corner, he
now aims a blow at Majefty itfelf. Any one may accule,
but accufation unfupported by proof recoils upon the head
of the accufer. It is entertzining enough to confider the
crimes and mifdemeanors alledged, and then examine the
evidence he adduces, ftript of the falfe glarc he has throwa
upon it,
The crimes are thefe ; the perfons named by him con-
fpired together to enflave their country, in confcqucncc} of
a plan
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a plan, the outlines of which have been drawn by Sir Ed-
mund Androfs and others, and handed down by tradition
to the prefent times. He tells us that Governor Shirley,
in 1754, communicated the profound fecret, the great de-
fign of taxing the colonies by aét of parliament, to the fa-
gacious gentleman, eminent philofopher, and diftinguithed
patriot, Dr. Franklin. The profound fecret is this; after
the commencement of hottilities between the Englifh and
French colonies in the laft war, a convention of committces
from feveral provinces were called by the King to agree
upon fome general plan of defence:  The principal diffi-
culty they met with was in divifing means, whereby each
coleny might be obliged to contribute its proportionable
part.  General Shirley propofed, that opplication fbould be
snade to parliament to impower the commitiees of ike Jeveral co-
Jonies 2o tax the whole according to their [everal proportions.
This plan was adopted by the convention. and approved
of by the affembly in New-York, who paffed a refolve in
thefc words: ¢ That the fcheme propofed by Governor
¢ Shirley, for the defence of the Briufh colonies in North-
¢ America, is well concerted, and that this colony joins
¢ therein,” This however did not fucceed, and he propofed
ancther, viz. for the parliament to affefs each one’s pro-
portion, and, in cafe of failure to raife it on their part, that
it fhould be done by parliament. This is the profound
fecret. His affiduity, 1n endeavouring to have fome effe&ual
plan of general defence eftablifhed, is, by the falfe colour-
ing of this writer, reprefented as an attempt to aggrandize
himtelf, family and friends; and that gentleman, under
whofe adminiftration the feveral partics in the province
were as much united and the whoie province rendered as
happy as it ever was, for fo long a time together, is called
a * crafty, bufy, ambitious, intriguing, enterprizing man.”
This attempt of Governor Shirley, for a parliamentary tax-
ation, is however a circumftance ftrongly militating with
this writer’s hypothefis ; for the approbation fhewn to the
Governor’s propofal by the convention, which coafifted of
perfons from the feveral colonies, not inferior in point of
difccrnment, integrity, knowledge or patriotifm to the

memi-
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members of our late grand Congrefs, and the vote of the
New-York affembly. furnifh pretty ftrong evidence that
the authority of parliament, even in point of taxation,
was not doubted in that day.—Even Dr. Franklin, inthe
leteer alluded to, does not deny the right.—His objeétions
go to the imexpedienty of the meafure.—He fuppofes it
would create uneafinefs in the minds of the colonifts,
fhould they be thus taxeds unlefs they were previoully al-
Jowed to fend reprefentarives fo parliament. If Dr.
Franklin really fuppofes, that the Parliament has no con-
fticutional right o raife a revenue in America, I muft con-
fefs myfelf at a lofs to reconcile his conduét in accepting
the office of poft-mafler, and his affiduity in increafing
the revenue in that department, to the patriotifin predi-
cated of him by Novanglus, efpecially as this untortunacely
happens to be an internal tax.  This writer tells us, that
the plan was interrupted by the war, and afterwards by
Governor Pownsll’s adminiftration. That Meflieurs Hutch-
infon and Oliver, ftung with envy at Governor Pownall’s
favourites, propagated flanders refpecting him to render
him uneafly in his feat. My an{wer is this, that he that
publifhes fuch falfhoods as thefe in a putlic news.paper,
with an air of ferioufnefs, infults the underitanding of the
public, more than he injures the individuals he defames.
In the next place we are told, that Governor Bernard was
the proper man for this purpofe ; and he was employed by
the junio to fuggeft to the minifiry the proje& of raxing
the colonies by a& of parhament. Somctimes Governor
Bernard is the arch enemy of America, the fource ot all
our troubles ; now, only a tool in the hands of others. [
wiflh Novanglus’s memory had ferved him better; his tale
might Kave been confiftent with itfelf, however contrary
to truth. After making thefe affertions with equal gra<
vity and affurance, he tells, us he does not advance this
without evidence. I had been looking out for evidence a
long ume, and was all attention when it was promifed ;
but my difappointment was cqual to the expe&ation he
bad raiied, when 1 found the evidence amounted to nothing

mwore than Governor Beroard’s letters and principles of
law

T
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law aad polity, wherein he afferts the fupremacy of parlia-
ment over the colonies both as to legiflation and taxation.
Where this writer got his logic, 1do notknow. Reduoced
to a fyllogifm, his argument ftands thus : Governor Ber-
nard, in 1764, weote and tranfmitted to England certain
letters and principles of law and polity, wherein he afferts
the right of parliament to tax the colonies. Meflicurs
Hutchinfon and Oliver were in unifon with him in all his
mealures : therefore, Meflieurs Hutchinfon and Qliverem-
ployed Governor Bernard to fuggeft to the miniftry the
project of taxing the colonies by a&t of parliament. The
letters and principles are the whole of the evidence; and
this is all the appearance of argument contained in his
publication. Let us examine the premifes. That Go-
vernor Bernard a(ierted the right of parliament to tax the
colonies in 1764, is true. So did Mr. Otis, in a pam-
phlet he publithed the felf-fame year; from which 1 have
already taken an extratt. In a pamphlet publifhed in
1765, Mr. Otis tells us, ¢ it is certain that the parliamentof
¢ Great-Britain hath a juft, clear, equitable and conftitu-
¢ tional right, power and authority to bind the colonies by
¢ all ats wherein they are named, Every lawyer, nay
¢ every tyro, knows this ; no lefs certain is it that the
¢ parliament of Great-Britain has a juft and equitadle right,
¢ power andauthority, to impofe taxes on the colonies inser-
¢ na! and external, on lands, as well as on trade.’ But does
it follow from Governor Bernard’s tranfmitting his principles
of polity to four perfons in England, or from Mr, Otis's
publifhing to the whole world fimilar principles, that cither
the one or the other fuggefted to the miniftry the projeét
of taxing the colonies by act of parliament? Hardly,
fuppofing the tranimiffion and publication had been prior
to the refolution of parliament to that purpofe; but very,
unfortunagely for our reafoner, they were both fubfequent
10 it, and were the effe&, and not the caufe.

The hiftory of the ftamp-aét is this: At the clofe of the
laft war, which was a native of America, and increafed the
national debt upwards of fixty millions, it was thought by
parliament to bé but equitable, that an additional revenue

N fhould
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fhould be raifed in America, towards defraying the nece(-
fary charges of keeping itin a ftate of detence: A refolve
of this nature was paficd. and the colonies made acquainted
with it through their agents, in 1764, that their affem-
blies might make the neceffary piovifion if they would,
T he affemblics negleted doing any thing, and the parlia-
ment pafled the ftamp-at. There is not fo much as a
colourable pretence, that any American had a hand in the
matter. Had Governor Bernard, Governor Hutchin{on,
or the late Licutenant-Governor been any way inftrumental
in obtaining the ftamp-act, it is very ftrange that not a
glimpfe of evidence fhould ever have appeared, efpecially
when we confider that their private correfpondence has
been publithed, letters which were written in the full con-
fidence of unfufpeting friendfhip. The evidence, as No-
vanglus calls it, is wretchedly deficient as to fixing the
charge upon Governor Bernard ; but even admitting that
Governor Bernard fuggefted to the miniftry the defign of
taxing, there is no kind of evidence to prove that the junto,
as this elegant writer calls the others, approved of it, much
lefs that they employed himto do it.  But, fays he, no one
candoubtbutthat Meflicurs Hutchinfon and Cliver were in
unifon with Governor Bernard, in all his meafures: This
isnot a fact; Mr, Hutchinfon dificnted from him refpedi-
ing the alteration of our charter, and wrote to his friends
in England to prevent it. Whether Governor Bernard
wrote in favour of the ftamp-aé being repealed or not, I
cannot fay, but I know that Governor Hutchinfon did,
and have reafon to think his letters had great weight in
turning the fcale, which hung doubtful a long time, in fa-
vour of the repeal. Thefe fats are known to many in
the province, whigs as well as tories 3 yet fuch was the in-
fatuation that prevailed, that the mob deftroyed his houfe
upon fuppofition that he was the patron of the ftamp-a&.
Even in the letters wrote to the late Mr. Whately, we find
him advifing a total repeal of the tea-aét. It cannot be
fairly inferred from perfons intimacy or mutual confidence,
that they always approve of each others plans. Meflicurs
Ots, Cufhing, Hancock and Adams were confidential

friends,
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friends, and made common caufe equally with the other
gentlemen.—May we thence infer, that the three latter hold
that the parliament has a juft and equitable right to impofle
taxes on the colonies? Or, that ¢ the time may come,
when the real intereft of the whole may require an a&t of
parliament to annihilate all our charters?® For thefc alfo
are Mr. Otis’s words . Or may we lay it down as a princi-
ple to reafon from, that thefe gentlemen never difagree
refpeting meafures 2 We know they dooften, and very ma-
terially too.  1'his writer is unlucky both in his principles
and inferences: But where is the evidence refpecting Bri-
gadier Ruggles, Mr Paxton, and the Jate JudgeRuffel ? He
does not produce even the thadow of a fhade. He does not
even pretend, thatthey wereinunifon with Governor Bernard
in all his meafures, In matters of fmall moment a.man
may be allowed to amufe with ingenious fition; but in
perfonal accufation, in matters fo nterefting both to the
individual and to the public, reafon and candour requirs
fomething more than affertion without proof, declamation
withour argument, and cenfure without dignity or moede-
ration: This, howevcer, is chara&eriftic of Novanglus.
Tt is the ftale trick of the whig writers felonioufly to ftab
reputations, when their antagonifts are invulnerable in
their public condu&t.

Thefe gentlemen were all of them, and the furvivors ftill
continue to be, friends of the Englifh conftitution, equally
tenacious of the privileges of the people and of the pre-
rogative of the crown, zealous advocates for the colonics
comtinuing their conftitutional dependence upon Great-Bri-
tain, as they think it no lefs the intereft than the duty of
the colonifts, averfe to tyranny and oppreflion in all their
forms, and always ready to exert themfclves for the relief
of the opprefied, though they differ materially from the
whigs in the mode of obtaining it. They difcharged the
duties of thefeveral important departments they werecalled
to fill, with equal faithfulnefs and ability; their public
fervices gained them the confidence of the people; real
merit drew afterit popularity; andtheir principles, firmnefs
and popularity rendered them obnoxious to cercain perfons

Na amongft
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amangft us, who have long becn indulging themfclves, ir
the hope of rearing "up an American common-wealth
upon the ruins of the Britith conftitution. This republican
party is of long ftanding: they lay howeves, in a great
meature, dormant for feveral years. T he diftruft, jealoufy
and ferment, raifed by the {tamp-a&, afforded icope for
aftion. At firft they wore the garb of hypocrify; they pro-
feffed to be friends to the Britifh conftitution in general,
but claimed fome excmptions from their local circumftan-
ces; at length they threw off their difguife, and now ftand
confefled to the world in their true charaters, AMERICAN
REPULLICANS.— T hefe republicans knew, that it woulq te
impofiible for them to fucceed in their darling projeéts, with-
out firft deftroying the influence of thefe adherents to the
conftitution: Their only meihod to accomplifh it, was by
publications charged with falfhood and fcurrility. Not-
withftanding the favourable opportunity the ftamp-aét gave
of impofing upon the ignorant and credulous, I have fome-
times been amazed to fee, with how little hefitation, fome
flovenly baits were fwallowed.  Sometimes the adherents
to the conftitution were called ministerial tsels; at athers,
king, lords and commons, were the tools of sbem : {or al-
moft every a& of parliament that has been made refpecting
America, in the prefent reign, we are told was draughted
in Bofton, or its cnvirons, and only fent to England to run
through the forms of parliament. Such ftories, however
improbable, gained credit ; even the fi&itious bill, for re-
ftraining marriages and murdering baftard children, met
with fome fimple enough to think itreal. He, that readily
imbibes fuch abfurdities,. may claim affinity with the per-
fon, mentioned by Mr. Addifon, who made it his prattice to
fwallow a chimera every morning for breaftfal. To be
more ferious; I pity the weaknefs of thofe that are capable
of being thus duped, almoft as much as I defpife the wretch
that would avail himfelf of it, to deftroy private charaters
and the public wranquillity. By fuch infamous methods,
many of the antient, trufty and fkilful pilots, who had
fteered the community fafely in the moft perilous times,
were driven from the helm, and their places occupied by

dif-
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different perfons; fome of whom, bankrupts in fortune,
bufinefs and fame, are now ftriving to run the fhip on the
rocks, that they may have an opportunity of plundering
the wreck. The gentlemen, named by Novanglus, have
neverthele(s perfevered, with unfhaken conftancy and firin-
nefs, in their patriotic principles and conduct, through a
variety of fortune; and have, at prefent, the mournful
confolation of redeing, tha, had their admonitions and
counlels been timely attended to, their country would never
have becn involved in irs prefent calamity.
MASSACHUSETTENSIS.
March 6, 1775.

I. ET T E R XIV.

To the Inbabitants of the Province of Mafachufetts-Bay.
UR patriotic writers, as they call each other, eftimate
the fervices rendered by, and the advantages refult-
ing from, the colonies in Britain, at a high rate; but allow
but little, if any, merit in her towards the colonies. Nove
anglus would perfuade us, that, exclufive of her afliftance
in the lalt war, we have had but little of her proteétion,
unlefs it was fuch as her name alone afforded. Dr. Frank-
lin, when before the houfe of commons, in 1765, denied,
that the late war was entered into for the defence of the
peoplein America.  The Pennfylvania Farmer tells us, in
his letters, that the war was undertaken folely for the be-
nefit of Great-Britain, and that, however advantageous
the {ubduing or keeping any of thefe countries, viz. Ca-
nada, Nova-Scotia and the Floridas may be to Great-
Britain, the acquifition is greatly injurious to thefe colo-
nies; and that the colonies, as conflantly as ftreams tend
to the ocean, have been pouring the fruits of all their la-
bours into their mother’s lap. Thus, they would induce
us to believe, that we derive little or no advantage from
Great-Britain, and thence they infer the injuftice, ra-
pacity and cruelty of her condu& towards us. 1 fully
agree with them, that the fervices rendered by the co-
donics arc great and meritorious : The plantations a:lrc
add <
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=lditions to the empire of incftimable value: The
American market for Britith manufactures, the great nur-
fery for feamen formed by our fhipping, the culuvation of
deferte, and our rapid population, are increafing and inex-
haultible fources of national wealth and ftrength: T com-
mend thefe patriots for their cftimations of the national ad-
vantages accruing from the colonics, as much as I think
them deferving ot cenfure for depreciating the advantages
and bencfits that we derive from Britain. A particular en-
quiry into the protcéliun afforded us, and the commercial
advantages refulting to us from the parent-ftate, will go a
great way towards conciiiating the afiections of thofe, whofe
minds are at prefent unduly impreffed with different fenti-
ments towards Great-Britain. The inteftine commotions,
with which England was convulfed and torn, foon after the
emigration of our anceftors, probably prevented that at-
tention being given to them in the earlieft ftages of this co-
Jony, that otherwife wculd have been given.  The prin-
cipal difficultics, that the adventurers met with, after the
ftrucgle of a few ot the firft years were over, were the in-
curfions of the French and Savages conjointly, or of the lat-
ter inftigated and fupported by the former, Upon a repre-
fcntation of this to England, in the time of the interreg-
num, Acadia, which was then the principal fource of our
difguictude, was reduced by an Englifh armament. At the
requelt of this colony, in Queen Anne’s reign, a fleer of
fiftcen men of war, belides tranfports, troops, &c. was
fent to afift us in an expedition aganft Canada; the fleet
fuffered thipwreck, and the awempt proved abortive. It
ought not to be forgotten, that the fiege of Louifbourg, in
3745, by ourown torces, was covered by a Britfh feet of
ten fhips, four of 6o guns, one of fitty, and five of 40 guns,
befides the Vigilant of fixty-four, which was taken during
the fiege, as the was attempting to throw fupplies into the
gassifon. It is not probable, 1hat the expedition would
have been undertaken without an expe&aticn of fome naval
affifance, or that the reduion could have been effected
whhout it. In January, 1754, our alfembly, in a meflage

to Governor Shirley, prayed him to reprefent to the K;lr;‘g.
¢ that
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¢ that the French had made fuch extraordinary encroach=
ments, ind taken fuch mealures, fince the conclufion of the
preceding war, as threatened great danger, and perhaps, ia
time, even the intire deftruction of this province, without
theincerpofition ot his Majetty, notwithitanding any pro-
vifion we could make to prevent it :’----¢ That the French
bad ere@ed a fort on the ifthmus of the peninfula near Bay
Vert, in Nova-Scotia, by means of which they maintained
a communication by fea with Canada, St. John's lfland, and
L.ouifbourg :—~*That near the mouth ot St. John's river
the French had poffefled themfelves of two forts, formerly
built by them, one of which was garrifoned by regular
troops, and had ereted another ftrong fort at twency
leagues up the river, and that thefe encroachments mighe
prove faral not only to the caftern parts of his Majelty’s
territories within tnis province, but alfo, in time, to the
whole of this province, and the reft of his Majelty’s terri-
tories on this continent :*— ¢ That whilft the French held
Acadia under the treaty of St. Germain, they {o cuc off the
trade of this province, and galled the inhabitants with incur-
fions into their rterritories, that OirLiver Cromwett
found it acceflary, for the fafety of New-England, to
make.a defcent by fea into the river of St. John, and dif-
poflefs them of thar and all the forts in Acadia. — Thac
Acadia was reftored to the French by the treaty of Breda,
in 1667 :* — That this colony felt again the fame milchie-
vous cffects from their poffefling it, infomuch, that after
forming feveral expeditions againtt it, the inhabitants were.
obliged, in the latter end of the war in Queen Anne’s
reign, to reprelent to her Majefty, how deftructive the
pofieflion of the Bay of Fundy and Nova-Scotia, by the
Freach, was to this province and the Britith trade ; where-
upon the Britith miniftry thought ic neceflary to fit out a
Jormal expedition againft that province with Englifb troops,
and a confiderable armament ot our own, under General
Nicholfon, by which it was again reduced to the fubjec-
tion of the crown of Great-Britain: —* That we were
then, viz. in 1754, liabic to feel more mifchievous effeéts

than we had ever yet done, unlefs his Majelty thould be
pleafed
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pleafed to caufe them to be removed.” They alfo remon-
ftrated our danger from the encroachments of the French
at Crown Point. — In April, 1754, the Council and Houfe
reprefented, ¢ That it evidently appeared, that the French
were far advanced in the exccution of a plan projected
sore than fifty years fince, for the extending their pofiei-
fions from the mouthof the Mifliffippion the {outh, to Hud-
fon’s Bay on the north, for fecuring the vaft body of In-
dians in that inland country, and for fubjeéting the whole
continent to the crown of France:'—* That many cir-
cumltances gave them great advantages over us, which,
if not attended to, would foon overbalance our fuperiority
of numbers; and that thefe difadvantages could not be re-
moved without his Majefty’s gracious interpofition.’

The Affembly of Virginia, in an addrefs to the King,
reprefented, ¢ That the endeavour of the French to ef-
tabhth a fettlement upon the frontiers, was a high infult
offercd to his Majeity, and, if rot timely oppofed with
vigour and refolution, muft be attended with the moft
faral confequences,” and prayed his Majcfly to extend his
royal beneticence towards them.

The commiffioners, who mct at Albany the fame year,
reprefented, ¢ that it was the evident defign of the French
to furround the Britifh colonies; to fortity thzmfelves on
the back thereof ; to take and keep pofleflion of the heads
of all the importart rivers; to draw over the Indians to
their intereft, and with the belp of fuch Indians, added
to fuch forces as were then arrived, and might afterwards
arrive, or be fent from Europe, to be in a capacity of
making a general attack on the feveral governments ; and
it at the fame time a ftrong naval force fhould be fent
from France, there was the uunoft danger that the whole
continent vould be fubjeCled to that crown: and that ic
feemed abfolutcly neceliary, that fpeedy and effetual mea-
fures fhould be taken to fecure the colonies from the favery
they were threatencd with.”

We did not pray in vain. Great-Britain, ever attentive
to the real gricvaices ot her colonies, hattencd to our re-

lief with maternal fpecd.  She covered our feas with her
thips,
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fhips, and fent forth the braveft of her fons to fight our
battles. They foughs, they bled, and conquered with us.
Canada; Nova-Scotia, the Floridas, and all our American
foes, were laid at our feet. It was a dear-bought vittory ;
the wilds of America were faturated with the blood of the
hoble and the brave.

The war, which, at our requeft, was thus kindled in
America, fpread through the four quarters of the globe,
and obliged Great-Britain to exert her whole force and
energy to ftop the rapid progrefs of its devouring flames.

To thefe inftances of atual exertions for our immedi-
ate protettion and defence, ought to be added the fieets
ftationed on our coaft, and the convoys and fecurity af-
forded to our trade and fithery in times of war; and her
maintaining, in times of peace, fuch a navy and army, as
to be always in readinels to give protetion, 35 exigencics
may require; and her ambafladors, refiding at toreign
courts, to watch and give the earlieft intelligence of thair
motions. By fuch precautions, every part of her wide ex-
tended empire enjoys as ample fecurity as human power
and policy can afford. Thofe neceflary precautions are
fupported as an immenfe expence; and the colonies reap
the benefit of them cqually with the reft of the empire.
To thefe confiderations it fhould likewile be added, that
wherever the colonies have exerted themlelves in 2 war,
though in their own defence, to a greater degree than their
proportion with the reft of the empire, they have been re-
unburfed by the parliamentary grants: This was the cale,
in the laft war, wich this province.

From this view, which I think is an impartial one, it
is evident, that Great-Britain is not lefs attentive to our in-
tereft than her own ; and that her fons, who have fettled on
new and diftant plantations, are equally dear to her with
thole that cultivate the antient domain, and inhabit the

manfion-houfe,
MASSACHUSETTENSIS.
March 13, 1775,

O LET-
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LETTER XV
To the Inbabitants of the Province of MajJacbufetts-Bay.

HE outlines of Britith commerce have been hereto-
fore fketched ; and the interefts of each partin par-
ticular, and of the whole empire conjointly, have been
fbewn to be the principles by which the grand fyftem is
poized and balanced. Whoever will take upon himfelf
the trouble of reading and comparing the feveral a&ts of
trade which refpe the colonies, will be convinced, that
the cherifhing their trade and promoting their intereft have
been the objeéls of parliamentary attention equally with
thofe of Britain. He will fee, that the great council of the
empire has ever efteemed our profperity as infeparable from
the Britifh; and if, in fome inftances, the colonies have been
reftried to the emolument of other parts of the empire,
they in their turn, noc excepting England itfelf, have been
alfo reftrited fufficiently to reftore the balance, if not
to caufe a preponderation in our favour,

Permit me to tranfcribe a page or two from a pamphlet,
written in England, and lately republithed here, wherein
this matter is ftated with great juftice and accuiracy.

¢ The people of England and the American adventur-
¢ ers being fo differently circumftanced, it required no
¢ great fagacity to difcover, that as there were many com-
¢ modities which America could fupply on better terms
¢ than they could be railed in England, fo muft it be
¢ much more for the colonies® advantage to take others
¢ from England, than attempt to make them themfelves.
* The American lands were cheap, covered with woods,
* and abounded with native commodities. The firft at-
* tention of the fettlers was neceffarily engaged in cutting
¢ down the timber, and clearing the ground for culture;
¢ for before they had fupplied chemfelves with provifions,
¢ and had hands to fpare from agriculture, it was impof-
¢ fible they could fet about manufa@uring. England,
¢ therefore, undertook to fupgly them with manufaétures,
¢ and cither purchafed herfclf or found markets for l‘:hcc

¢ timber
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* timber, the colonifts cut down upon their lands, or the
« fith they caught upon their coafts. It was foon difco-
¢ vered that the tobacco plant was a native of, and flou-
¢ rithed in, Virginia. It had been alfo planted in Eng-
« land, and was found to delight in the foil. The legi-
¢ lature however, wifely and equitably confidering that
¢ England had variety of produés, and Virginia had no
s other to buy her neceffaries with, paffed an aét prohi-
¢ biting the people of England from planting tobacco,
¢ and thereby giving the monopoly of that plant to the
4 colonies, As the inhabitants increafed, and the lands
¢ became more cultivated, further and new advantages
¢ were thrown in the way of the American colomes.
¢ All foreign markets, as well as Great-Britain, were
¢ open for their timber and provifions; and the Britifh
¢ Weft-India iflands were prohibited from purchafing
¢ thofe commodities from any other than them, And
¢ fince England has found itfelf in danger of wanting a
¢ fupply of timber, and it has been judged neceflary to con-
¢ finc the export from America fo Great-Britain and
¢ Ireland, full and ample indemnity has been given to the
* colonies for the lofs of a choice of markets in Europe, by
¢ very large bounties paid out of the revenue of Great-
¢ Britain, upon the importation of American timber. And
¢ as a further encouragement and reward to them for clear-
< ing their lands, bounties are given upon tar and pitch,
¢ which are made from their decayed and ulelefs trees;
« and the very athes of their lops and branches are made
¢ of value by the late bounty on American potathes.
¢« The foil and climate of the northern colonies having
¢ been found well adapted o the culture of flax and
¢ hemp, bounties, equal to balf the firft cofk of thofe
s commodities, have been granted by parliament, payable
¢ out of the Britifh revenue, upon their importation in-
¢ to Great-Britain, The growth of rice in the fouthera
¢ colonies has been greatly encouraged, by prohibiting
¢ the importation of that grain into the Britith domuni-
¢ ons from other parts, and allowing it to be tranfported
f trom the coloaits to the foreign tcrriforics in Americg,
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¢ and even to the fouthern parts of Europe. Indigo has
¢ been nurtured in thofe colories by great parliamentary
¢ bounties, which have been leng paid upon the importa-
¢ tion into Great-Britain, and of late are allowed to re-
¢ main, even when it is carried out again to foreign mar-
¢ kets. Silk and wine have alfo been objetts of parlia-
* mentary munificence, and will one day probably be-
¢ come confiderable Amcrican produétr, under that en-
¢ couragement. In which of thefe inftances, it may be
¢ demanded, has the legiflature thewn itfelf partial to the
¢ people of England and unjuft to the colonies? Or where-
¢ in have the colonics been injured? We hear much of
¢ the reflraints under which the trade of the colonies is laid
¢ by alls of parliament for the advantage of Great-Britain,
¢ but the reftraines under which the people of Great-Britain
¢ are laid by ads of parliament, for the advanrage of the
¢ colonics, are carefully kept out of fight ;---and yct, upon
* a comparifon, the one wiii be found tull as grievous as
¢ the orher.---For 1s it a greater hardfhip on the colonies,
¢ to be confinzd in fome inltances to the markets of Great-
¢ Britain tor the fale of their commoditics, than it is on the
¢ peopic of Great-Britain to be obliged to buy the commo-
¢ chties from them only 2 1f the 1fland colonies are obliged
¢ to give the people of Great-Britain the pre-emption of
¢ therr fugar and coffee ; is it not a grearer hard(hip on the
¢ people or Great-Rritain to be reftrained from purchafing
¢ fugar and cofieer from other countries, where they could
¢ get thein much cheaper than the colonics make then pay
¢ tor them?  Could not our nanufacturers have indigo
¢ much better and cheaper from France and Spain than
¢ from Carolina?  Anrd yetis there not a duty impofed by
* alls of pariiament on French and Spanifh indigo, that it
# may come to our manufaturers at @ dearer rate than Ca-
* rolina indigo, though a bounty is alio given out of sbe
¢ meney ot the prople of England to the Carolina planter,
* to enable him to 1cll his indigo upon a par with the Freach
* and Spanifh ¢ But ghe initance which has been already
¢ taken notice of, the a& which prohibits the culture of
* the tobacco plaat in Great-Britain or lreland, is ftill more
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¢ in point, and a more ftriking proof of the juftice and im-
¢ partiality of the fupreme legillature : for what reftraints,
¢ et me afk, are the colonies laid uncder, which bear fuch
¢ ftrong marks of hardfhip, as prohibitng the farmers in
¢ Great-Britain and Ireland from raifing, upon their own
¢ lands, a product which is become almoft a neceffary of
¢ life to them and thejr families? And this moft extraor-
¢ dinary reftraint is laid ypon them, for the avowed and tole
¢ purpofe of giving Virginia and Maryland a monopoly of
¢ that commodity, and obliging the people of Great-Bri-
¢ tain and Ireland to buy all the tqbacco they confume,
¢ from them, at the prices they think fitto tell it for. The
¢ annals of no country, that ever planted colonies, can pro-
¢ duce fuch an inftance as this of regard and kindneis to their
¢ colonics, and of reftraint upon the inhabitants of the mo-
¢ ther-country for their advantage. Noristhere any reftraint
¢ laid upon the inhabitants of the colonies in return, which
¢ carriesinit fuch greatappearance of hardfhip, although the
¢ people of Great-Britain and Ireland have, from their regard
¢ and affection to the colonies, fubmitted to itwithout amur-
¢ mur for near a century.” For a more particular inquiry,
let me recommend the perufal of the pamphlet idelt, and
alfo of another pamphlet lately publithed, entitled, ¢ the
¢ advartages which America derives from her commerce,
¢ connection and dependence on Great-Britain.’

A calculation has lately been made both of the amount
of the revenue arifing fromn the duties with which our trade
1s at prefent charged, and of the bouaties and encourage~
ment paid out of the Britifh revenue upon articles of Ame-
rican produce imported into England ; and tbe latter is
Sound to exceed tbe former more tham four-fold, This
does not look like a partiality to our difadvantage:—
However, there is no furer method of determining whether
the colonies have been opprefled by the laws of trade and
revenue, than by obferving their effedts,

From what fource has the wealth of the colonies flowed ?
Whence is it derived ? Not from agriculturc only. Exclu
five of commerce, the colonifts would this day have been a
poor people, poflefled of little more than the neceflaries for
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fupporting life ; of courfe their numbers would be fews
for population always keeps pace with the ability of main-
taining a family : there would have been but little or no
refort of ftrangers here; the arts and fciences would have
made but finall progrels; the inhabitants would rather
have degenerated 1nto a ftate of ignorance and barbarity.
Or had Great-Britain laid fuch reftrictions upon our trade,
as our patriots would induce us to bclieve, that is, had we
been pouring the fruits of all our labour into the lap of our
parent, and been enriching her by the fweat of our brow,
without receiving an equivalent; the patrimony derived
from our anceftors muft have dwindled from little to lefs,
till their pofterity fhould have fuffered a general bank-
ruptcy.

But how different are the effeéls of our coane&tion with,
and fubordination to Britain? They are too ftrongly
marked to efcape the moft carelefs obferver. Our mer-
chants are opulent, and our yeomanry in eafier circum-
flances than the aoblefle of fome ftates: Population is fo
rapid as to double the number of inhabitants in the fhort
period of twenty-five years: Cities are {pringing up in the
depths of the wildernefs: Schools, colleges, and even
univerhties, are interfperfed through the continent: Our
country abounds wich foreign refinements, and flows with
exotic luxuries. Thele are infallible marks, not only
of opulence, but of freedom. The reclufe may fpeculate—
the envious repine—:he difaffeéted calumniate ;—all thele
may combine to create fears and jealoufies in the minds of
the multitude, and keep them in alarm trom the begin-
ning to the ead of the year ; but fuch evidence as this
mult for ever carry conviion with it 10 the minds of the
difpaflienate and jud:cious.

Where are the traces of flavery, that our patriots would
tersify us with 2 The effeéls ot flavery are as glaring and
obvious in thofe countries that are curfed with its abode,
as the cffells of war, pettilence, or famine. Our land is
not difgraced by the wooden fhoes of France, or the un-
combed hair ot Poland: We have neither racks nor in-
quifitioas, tortures nor affaffinations: The mildne(s of

our
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our criminal jurifprudence is proverbial, ¢ a man muft bave
¢ many friend:]r 20 get banged in New-England’ Wio has
been arbitrarily imprifoned, difleized of his freehold, or
defpoiled of his goods ? Each peafant, that is induftrious,
may acquire an cftate, enjoy it in his life-time, and at his
death tranfmit a fair inheritance to his pofterity. The
proteftant religion is eftablifbed, as far as human laws can
cltablith it. My dear friends, let me afk each one, whe<
ther he has not enjoyed every blefling that is in the power
of civil government to beftow ? And yet the parliament
has, from the earlieft days of the colonies, claimed the
lately controverted right both of legiflation and taxation,
and for more than a century has been in the exercife of it.
There is no grievous exercifc of that right at this day, un-
lefs the meafures taken to prevent our revolting may be
called grievances. Are we then to rebel, left there thould
be grievances? Are we to take up arms and make war
againft our parent, left that parent, contrary to the expe-
nience of a century and a half, contrary to her own genius,
inclination, affe¢tion, and intereft, fhould treat us or our
polterity as baftards and not as fons, and inftead of pro-
tecting fhould enflave us 2 The annals of the world have
not yer been detormed with a fingle inftance of fo unna-
wural, {o caufelefs, fo wanton, fo wicked, a rebellion.

There is but a ftep between you and ruin 3 and fhould
our patriots fucceed in their endeavours to urge you on
to take that ftep, and hoftilities a&tually commeance, New-
England will ftand recorded a fingular monument of hu-
man folly and wickedne/s. I beg leave to tranfcribe a
httle from the Farmer’s Jetters :—*¢ Good Heaven ! Shall
¢ a total oblivion of former tendernefles and bleflings be
¢ {pread over the minds of a good and wife people, by the
¢ fordid arts of intriguing men, who, covering their felfith
¢ projets under pretences of public good, firt enrage
¢ their country-men into a frenzy of paffion which they
¢ themfelves have excited ?*  When cool difpaflionate
pofterity fhall conlider the affectionate intercourfe, the
reciprocal benefits, and the unfufpecting confidence, that
have fubfifted between thefe colonics and their parent
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ftate for fuch a Jength of time ; they will execrate, with the
bittereft curles, the infamous memory of thofe men, whofe
ambition, unneceffarily, wantonly, cruelly, firft opened
the fources of civil difcord.
MASSACHUSETTENSIS.
March 20, 17%5.

LETTER XVI.
To the Inbabitants of the Province of Maflachufetts-Bay.

UR patriots exclaim, That humble and reafonable
O petitions trom the reprefentatives of the people have
been frequently treated with contempt. This is as virulent a
Iibel upon his Majefty’s government, as falthood and in-
genuity combined could fabricate. Our humble and rea-
fonable petitions have not only been ever gracioufly receiv-
ed, when the eftablithed mode of exhibiting them has been
obferved, but generally granted. Applications of a differ-
ent kind have been treated with negleét, though not al-
ways with the contempt they deferved.  Thefe either ori-
ginated in illegal affemblies, and could not be received
without implicitly courtenancing fuch enormities, or con-
tained fuch matter, and were conceived in fuch terms, as
to be at once an infult to his Majefty and a libel on his
government. Inftead of being decent remonftrances againft
real grievances, or prayers tor their removal, they were
infidious attempts to wreft from the crown, or the fupreme
legiflature, their inberent, unalienable prerogatives or
rights.

We have a recent inftance of this kind of petition, in
the application of the continental congrefs to the King,
which ftarts with thefe words : ¢ A ftanding army has been
kept ia thefe colonies ever fince the conclufion of the late
war, without the confent of cur affemblies.’ This is a denial
of the King’s authority to ftation his military forces in fuch
parts of the empire, as his Majefty may judge expedient
for the common fafety. They might with equal propriety
have advanced one ftep further, and denied its being a
prerogative ot the crown to declare war, or conclude a

peace
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peace by which the cclonies fhould be affected, without
the conlent of our affemblies. Such petitions carry the
murks of death in their faces, as they cannot be granted but
by furrendering fome conftitutional right at the fame ume;
and therefore they afford grounds tfor fufpicion at leaft,
that they were never intended to be granted, but to irritate
and provoke the power petitioned to. It is one thing to
remonftrate the inexpediency or inconveniency of a parti-
cular a& of the prerogative, and another to deny the exift-
ence of the prerogative. It is one thing to complain of
the inutility or hardfhip of a particular aét of parliament,
and quite another to deny the authority of parliament to
make any act. Had our patriots confined themfelves to
the former, they would have ated a part conformable to
the characer they affumed, and merited the encomiums
they arrogate.

There 1s not ons att of parliament that refpes us, but
would have been repealed upon the legiflators being con-
vinced that it was oppreflive; and fcarcely one, but would
have fhared the fame fate, upon a reprefentation of its be-
ing generally difguftful to America. But, by adhering to
the latter, our politicians have ignorantly or wilfully be-
trayed their country.  Even when Great-Britain has relsxed
in ner mealures, or appeared to recede from her claims, in-
ftead of manifeftations of gratitude, our politicians have
rifen in their demands, and fometimes to fuch a degree of
infolence, as to lay the Britifh government under a necefe
fity ot perfevering 1n its mealures to preferve its honor.

It was my intention, when I begaa thefe papers, to have
minutely examined the proceedings of the continental con-
grefs; as the delegates appear to me co have given their
country a deeper wound, than any of their predeceffors had
infli&ed, and I pray God it may not prove an incurable
onc; but am in fome meafure anticipated by Grotius,
Phileareine, and the many pamphlets chat have been pub-
Jithed, and fhall therefore confine my obfervat.ons to iume
of its moft ftriking and charateriftic features,

A congrefs or convention of commiittees from the feveral
colonies, conftitutidnally appointed by the {upreme authp-
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rity of the ftate, or by the feveral provincial legiflatures,
amenable to and controlable by the power that convened
them, would be falutary in many fuppofable cafes: Such
was the convention of 1754 ; but a congref(s, otherwife ap-
pointed, muft be an unlawful affembly, wholly incompa-
tible with the conftitution, and dangerous in the extreme 5
more efpecially as fuch afftmblies will ever chicfly confift
of the moft violent partizans. The Prince or Sovereign,
as fome writers call the fupreme authority of a ftate, is fuf-
ficiently ample and extenfive to provide a remedy for every
wrong in al! poffible emergencies and contingencies; con-
fequently, a power that is not derived from fuch authority,
fpringing up in a ftate, muft encroach upon it; and in pro-
portion as the ufurpation inlarges itfclf, the rightful prince
muft be diminifhed : indeed they cannot long fubfift to-
gether, but muft continually militate till one or the other
be deftroyed. Had the contincntal congrefs conlifted of
committees from the feveral houfes of afiembiy, although
deftitute of the confent of the feveral governors, they would
have had fome appearance of authority ; but many of them
werc appointed by other committees, as illegally conftitu-
ted as themfelves. Ilowever, at fo critical and delicate a
Junéture, Great-Britain being alarmed with an apprehen-
fion that the cclonies were aiming at independence on the
one hand, and the colonies apprehenfive of grievous impo-
fitions and exa&ions from Great-Britain on the other;
many real patriots imagined that a congrefs might be emi-
nently ferviceable, as they might prevail on the Boftonians
to make reftitution to the Faft-India company, might ftill
the commotions in this province, remove any ill-tounded
apprehenfions refpeéting the colonies, and propole fome
plan for a cordial and permanent reconciliation, which
might be adopted by the feveral affemblies, and make its
way through them to the fupreme legiflacure.  Placed in
this point of light, many good men viewed it with an in-
dulgenteye; and torics, as well aswhigs, bade the delegates
God fpeed.

The path of duty was too plain to be overlooked; but
unfortunately fome of the moft influeatial of the members
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were the very perfons, that had been the wilful caufe of the
evils they were expetted to remedy.  Fifhing in troubled
waters had long been their bufinefs and delight; and they
deprecated nothing more than that the ftorm, they had
blown up, fhould fubfide. They were old in intrigue,
and would have figured in a conclave. The fubtilty, hy-
pocrify, cunning and chicanery, habitual to fuch men,
were pratifed with as much fuccefs in this, as they had
been before in other popular affemblies.

Some of the members, of the firft rate abilities and
charaters, endeavoured to confine the deliberations and
refolves of the congrefs to the defign of its inftitution,
which was ¢ to reftore peace, harmony and mutual confi-
¢ dence,” but were obliged to fubmit to the intemperate
zeal of fome, and at length were fo circumvented and
wrought upon by the artifice and duplicity of others, asto
lend the fanétion ot their names to fuch meafures as they
condemned in their hearts. See a pamphlet publithed
tz)z one of the delegates intitled, 4 candid examination,

.

The Congrefs could not be ignorant of what every body
clfe knew, that their appcintment was repugnant to, and
inconfiflent with, every idea of government, and therefore
they wifely determined to deftroy it  Their firft effay that
tranfpired, and which was matter of no lels grief to the
friends of our country than of triumph to its encmics, was
the ever-memorable refolve approving and adopting the
Suffclk refolves, thereby undertaking to give a continental
fanétion to a forcible oppoficivn to alts of parliament,
fhutting up the courts ot jultice, and thereby abrogating
all human laws, feizing the King’s provincial revenue,
raifing forces in oppofition to the King’s, and all the tu-
multuary violence, with which this unhappy province has
been rent afunder.

"This fixed the complexion and marked the charalter of
the congrefls. 'We were therefore but hetle furprized wnen
it was announced, thag, as tar as was in their power, they
had difmembered the colonies frem the parent-country.
This they did by refolving, that ¢ the colorifts are catitied
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¢ to an exclufive power of legiflation in their feveral pro-
¢ vincial legiflatures.” This ftands in its tull force, and is
an ablolute denial of the authority of parliament refpeQing
the coionies.

Their fubjoining that ¢ from neceffity they confent to the
¢ operaticn (not the authority) of fuch alls ot the Britifb
¢ parliament as are (not fhall be) &cné fide reftrained to ex-
¢ ternal commerce,’ is fo far from weakening their firlt
principle that it ftrengthens it, and c¢xtends to the afts
of trade  ‘This refolve is a munifeft revolt from the Britith
empire —Conliftent with it, is their overlovking the fu-
grcmc legiflature, and addrefling the inhabitants of Great-

ritain, 1in the ftyle ot a manifelto, in which they fauer,
complain, coax, and threaten aliernarely : Their prohibit-
ing all commercial intercourfe between the two countries 3
with equal propriety and juflice, the congrefs might have
declared war againit Great-Britain, and they intimate that
they might jultly do it, and aually thall, if the meafures
already taken prove inefte€tual 5 for in the addrefs to the
colonics, after attempting to enrage their countrymen, by
every colouring 2nd heightering in the power of language,
to the utmicft pitch of frenzy, they fay, ¢ the ftate of theie
* colonits would certanly jultity otber meatures than we
* have adviled ; we were inclined to offer once more to his
* Majcfly the petition of his faithful and opprefied fubjeits
* in America;’ andthen they admenifh the colonifts to ¢ ex-
* ternd their views tomourn/i! cvents, and to be in all refpe@s
¢ prepared for every contingency.’

Thus is treating Great-Bricain as an alien-cnemy; and if
Great-Brirain be fuch, it is juftifiable by the law of nations :
but their attempt to alicnate the affe€tions of the inhabi-
tants of the new conquercd province of Quebec from his
majefty’s government, is altegether unjuttifiable, even upon
that principle.  In the truly jefuitical addrels to the Cana-
dians, the congrefs endeavour 1o feduce them from their al-
Jegiance, and to prevailca them to join.the confederacy.
After infinuating that they had been tricked, duped, op-
preficd and enflaved by the Quebec bill, the congrefs ex-
claimy, ¢ Why this degrading ditin&icn 2 Have not Cana-
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¢ dians fenfe enough to attend to any other public affairs
¢ than gathering ftones at one place and piling them up in
¢ another 2 Unhappy people! who are not only injured,
¢ but infulted” ¢ Such a treacherous ingenuity has been
¢ exerted in drawing up the code lately offered you, that
¢ every fentence, beginning with a benevolent pretenfion,
¢ concludes with a deftruétive power ; and the fubttance
¢ of the whole, divefted of its fmooth words, is, that the
¢ crown and its minifters fhall be as abfolute throughout
¢ your extended province, as the defpots of Afia or Africa.
¢ We defy you, calting your view upon every fide, to dif-
* cover a fingle circumftance promifing, from any quarter,
¢ the faintelt hope of liberty to you or your pofterity, but
¢ from an entire adoption into the union of thefe colonies.”
The treachery of the congrefs in this addrefs is the more fla-
grant, by the Quebec bill’s having been adapted to the ge-
nius and manners of the Canadians, formed upon their own
petition, and reccived with every teftimonial of gratitude.
The public tranquillity has been often difturbed by trea-
fonable plots and conipiracies. Great Britain has been re-
peatedly deluged by the blood of its flaughtered citizens,
and fhaken to its centre by rebellion.—To offer fuch ag-
gravated infult to Britith government, was referved for the
grand entinental congrefi.  None but ideots or madmen,
couldfuppote fuch meatures had atendency toreftore ¢ union
*and harmony between Great-Britain and the colonies:®
Nay ! The very demands of the congrefs evince, that sbat
was not in their intention, —Inftead ot confining themfelves
to thofe adts, which occafioned the mifunderftanding, they
demand a.-repeal of fourteen, and bind the colonics by a
law not to trade with Great-Britain until that thall be done.
Then, and not before, the colonifts are to treat Great-Bri-
tain as an alien friend, and in no other light is the parent-
country ever after to be viewed ; for the pailiament is to
furceale enacting laws to refpe& us for ever. Thefe de-
mands are fuch as cannot be complied with, confiftent with
cither the honor or intereft of the empire, and are there-
fere infuperable obftaclestoa union by meansof the cong'r;fs.

he



( 10 )

The delegates erecting themfelves into the States-Gene-
ral or fupreme legiflature of all the colonies from Nova-
Scotia 1o Georgia, do not leave a doubt refpecting their
aiming, in good carneft, at independency : This they did
by enatting laws.—Although they recognize the authority
of the feveral provincial legiflatures, yet they confider their
own authority as paramouat or fupreme ; otherwile they
would not have ated decifively, but fubmitted their plans
to the final determination of the affemblies.  Sometimes
indeed they ufe the terms requeft and recommend ; at others
they fpeak in the ftyle of authority.—Such is the relolve
of the 27th of September: ¢ Refolved, from and after the
¢ firft day of December next, there be no impnrtation into
¢ Britith America from Great-Britain or lreland of any
¢ goods, wares, or merchandize whatfoever, or from any
¢ other place of any fuch goods, wares or merchandize
¢ as fhall have been exported from Great-Britain or lre-
¢ land, and that no fuch goods, wares or merchandize, im-
¢ ported after the faid firft day of December next, be ufed
¢ or purchafed.” Odtober 15, the congrels refumed the
confideration of the plan for carrying into cffect, the
non-importation, &c. Ofober 20, the plan is com-
pleated, determined upon, and ordered to be fubfcribed
by all the members: They call it an affociation, but it
has all the conftituent parts of a law. They begin,—
¢ We his Majefty’s molt loyal fubjeéts, the delegates of the
¢ feveral colonies of, &c. deputed to reprefent them in a
¢ continental congrets,” and agree for themiclves and the
inhabitants of the feveral cclonies whom they reprefent,
not to import, cxport, or confume, &c. as alio to vbferve
feveral fumptuary regulations under certain penalties and
forfeitures, and that a committee be chofen in every county,
city, and town, by thofc who are qualified to vote as re-
prefentatives in the legiflature, to fee that the afiociation
be objerved and kepr, and to punifh the violaters of
it; and, afterwards, ¢ recommended it to the provincial
* conventions, and to the commitices in the refpective
¢ colonics, to eftablifh fuch further regulations as they may
s think proper, for carrying into execution the affociation.’

Hcre
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Hlere we find the congrefs enatting laws,—that is, eftab-
lithing, as the reprefentatives of the people, certain rules
of condué to be obferved and kepe by all the inhabitants
of thefe colonies, under certain pains and penalties,—fuch
as mafters of veilels being difmiffed from their employ-
ment ;—goods to be feized and fold zc aution, and the
firlt coft only returned to the proprietor, a different ap-
propriation made of the overplus ;—perfons being ftigma-
tized in the gazerte, as enemies to their country, and ex-
cluded the benefits of fociety, &c.

The congrefs feem to have been apprehenfive, that fome
fqueamifh people might be ftartled ac their affuming the
powers of legiflation, and therefore, in the former part of
their affociation, fay, they bind themfelves and conftitu-
ents under the facred tics -of virtue, honor, and loye to
their country, afterwards eftablifh penalties and forfeitures,
and conclude by folemnly binding themfelves and confti-
tuents under the ties aforefaid, which include them all.—
This looks like artifice :—But they might have fpared
themfelves that trouble, for every law is or ought to be
made under the facred ties of virtue, honor, and a love to
the country, exprefled or implied, though the penal fanc-
tion be allo neceflary.  In fhort, were the colonies diftin&
ftates, and the powers of legiflation vefted in delegates
thus appointed, their aflociation would be as good a form
of enalling laws as could be devifed.

By their affuming the powers of legiflation, the congrefs
have nut only fuperieded our provincial legiflatures, buc
have excluded every idea of monarchy ; and, not content
with the havock already made in our conftitution, in the
picnitude of their power, they have appointed another
congrels to be held in May,

Thofe that have attempred to eftablith new {yftems have
generally taken care to be confittent with themfelves. Lec
us compare the feveral parts of the contincntal proceed-
ings with cach other.

The delegates call themfelves and conftituents, ¢ his
¢ Majefly’s moft loyal fubje&s;’ his Majefiy’s moft faith.-
ful fubjedts affirm, that e colonifts are entitled * o all

¢ the
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¢ the immunities and privileges granted and confirmed to
¢ them by royal charters,” declare that they ¢ with not a
¢ diminution of the prerogative, nor folicitthe grant of any
¢ new right or favour,” and that they * fhall always care-
¢ fully and zealoufly endeavour to fupport his royal autho-
¢ rity, and our conneétion with Great-Britain ;’—yet they
deny the King’s prerogative to ftation troops in the colonies,
difown him in the capacity in which he granted the pro-
vincial charters; dilclaim the authority of the King in
parliament; and undertake to ena& and exccute laws,
without any authority derived from the crown. This is
diffolving all conneftion betwsen the colonies and the
crown, and giving us a new King, altogether incompre-
henfible, not indeed from the infinity of his attributes, but
from a privation of every royal prerogative, and not leaving
even the femblance of a connetion with Great-Britain.
They declare, that the colonifts ¢ are entitled to all the
¢ rizhts, liberties and immunities of free and natural born
¢ fubjects within the realm of England,’ and ¢ all the be-
¢ nefits fecured to the fubjedt by the Englith conftitution,’
but difclaim all obedicnce to Britifh government; — in
other words, they claim the protetion, and difclaim the
allegiance. They remonftrate as a grievance, that ¢ both
¢ heules of parliament have refolved, that the colonifts may
¢ be tried in England for offences alledged to have been
¢ committed in America, by virtue of a ftatute pafled in
* the thirty-fitth year of Henry the eighth;’—and yet re-
folve, that they arc entitled to the bencfic of fuch Englith
ftatutes as exifted at the ume of their colonization, and
are applicable to their feveral local and other circum-
ftances. They relolve that rhe colonifts are entitled to a
free and exclufive power of legiflation in their feveral pre-
vincial aflemblics ;—=yct undertake to legiflate in congrefs.
The immutable laws ot nature, the principles of the
Englifh conlticution, and our feveral charters, are the balis
upon which they pretend to found themfelves, and com-
plain more efpecially of being deprived of trials by juries 3
~—but eftablith ordinances incompauble with either the
laws of nature, the Englith con(titution, or our charter é
~——an
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—and appoint cominittees to punifh the violaters of them,
not only without a jury, but even without a form of trial.

They repeatedly complain of the Roman Catholic reli-
ligion being eftablifhed in Canada, and, in their addrefs to
the Canadians, afk, ©if liberty of confcience be offered
¢ them in their religion by the Quebec bill,” and anfwer,
¢ no; God gave it to you, and the temporal powers, with
¢ which you have been and are conneéted, firmly ftipulated
¢ for your enjoyment of it.  If laws divine and buman could
¢ fecure it againtt the defpotic caprices of wicked men, it
¢ was fecured before.’

They fay to the people of Great-Britain, © place us in
¢ the fame fituation that we were in at the clofe of the laft
¢ war, and our harmony will be reftored’ Yet fome of
the principal grievances, which are to be redrefled, exifted
long before that zra, viz. the King’s keeping a ftanding
army in the colonies ;—judges of admiralty receiving their
fees, &c. from the effets condemned by themfelves ;—
councillors holding commiffions during pleafure; exercif-
ing legiflative authority ;—and the capital grievance of all,
the parliament claiming and exercifing over the colonics a
right of taxation, ]-fowcvcr, the wifdom of the grand
continental congrefs may reconcile thefe feeming incon-
fiftences.

_ Had the delegates been appointed to devife means to
iritate and enrage the inhabitants of the two countries,
againft cach other, beyond a poflibility of reconciliation,
to abolifh our equal fyftem of jurifprudence, and eftablith
a judicatory as arbitrary as the Roman inquifition, to per-
petuate animofities among ourfelves, to reduce thoufands
trom affluence to poverty and indigence—to injure Great-
Britain, Ireland, the Weft-Indics and thefe colonies—to
attempt a revolt from the authority of the empire—and
finally to draw down upon the colonics the whole venge-
ance of Great-Britain ;—more promifing means to effet
the whole could not have been devifed than thofe the con-
grels have adopted.—Any deviation from their plan would
have been treachery to their conftituents, and an abule of the
truft and confidence repofed in them, Some idolaters have

attribuged
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attributed to the congrefs the colle€ted wifdom of the con-
tinent. Ttis nearcr the truth to fay, that every particle
of difaffection, petulance, ingratitude and difloyalty, that
for ten years paft have been feattered through the conti-
nent, were united and confolidated in them. Are thefe
thy Gods, O Ifrael!
MASSACHUSETTENSIS,

March 27, 1775.

L ETTZER XVIL
To the Inkatitants of the Province of Maflacbufetts-Bay.

THE advocates for the oppofition to parliament, often

remind us of the rights of the people, repeat the
Latin adage, vox pcpuli vox Dei, and tell us, that govern-
ment, in the dernier refort, is in the people : —they chime
away melodioufly, and, to render their mufic more ravith-
ing, tell us, that thefe are rcvolution principles. 1 hold
the rights of the people to be facred, and revere the princi-
ples that have eftablifhed the fucceflion to the imperial
crown of Great-Britain in the line of the illuftrious houfe
of Brunfwick ; but the difficulty lies in applying them
to the caufe of the whigs, bic labor, boc opus ¢f 3 tor ad-
mitting, that the colleétive body of the people, that are
fubje& to the Britith empire, have an inherent right to
change their form of government, or race of Kings; it
does not follow, that the inhabitants of a fingle province
or of a number of provinces, or any given part under a
majority of the whole empire, have fuch a right. By ad-
mitting that the lefs may rule or fequefter themfelves from
the greater, we unhinge all government. Novanglus has
accufed me of traducing the people of this province: I
deny the charge. Popular demagogues always call them=
iclves tbe people, and, when their own meafures are cen-
fured, cry out, the people, the people are abufed and in-
fuked. He fays, that I once entertained different fenti-
ments from thofe now advanced: I did not write to ex-
culpate myfelf : If through ignorance, or inadvertency,

I have heretofore contributed, in any degree, t? the
orm-~
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forming that deftrutive fyftem of politics that is now in
vogue, I was under the greater obligation thus publicly
to expofe its errors, and point out its pernicious tendency.
He fuggefts, that I write from fordid motives: 1 defpife
the imputation. I have written my real fentiments, not to
ferve a party (for as he juftly obferves, I have fometimes
quarrelled with my friends) but to ferve the public ; nor
would I injure my country to inherit all the treafures that
avarice and ambition figh for. Fully convinced that our
calamities were chiefly created by the leading whigs, and
that a perfevering in the fame meafures, that gave rife to our
troubles, would complete our ruin; I have written freely.
It is painful to me to give offence to an individual, but I
have not fpared the ruinous policy of my brother 'or my
friend,—they are both far advanced.—Truth from its own
energy will finally prevail, but, 10 have fpeedy effcét, it muft
fometimes be accompanied with feverity. Tbe terms wbig
and tory bave becn adopted according to the arbitrary ufe of
them in this province, but they ratber ought to be reverfed ;
an American tory is a fupporier of our excellent conflitution,
and an American whig is a fubuverter of it.

Novanglus abufes me for faying, that the whigs aim at
independence. The writer from Hampfhire county is my
advocate : He frankly afferts the independency of the co-
lonies without any referve, and is the only confiltent wri-
ter I have met with on that fide of the quettion; for, by fe~
parating us from the King as well as the parliament, he is
under no neceffity of contraditing himfelf. Novanglus
ftrives to hide the inconfiftences of his hypothefis, under a
huge pile of learning. Surely heis not to learn, that argu-
ments drawn from obfolete maxims, raked out of the ruins
of the feudal fyftem, or from principles of abfolute mo-
narchy, will not conclude 1o the prefent conftitution of go-
vernment: When he has finithed his effays. he may expe@
fome particular remarks upon them. I fhould not have
taken the trouble of writing thefe letters, had I not been
fatisfied that real and permanent good would accrue to this
province, and indeed to all the colonics, from a fpeedy

Q2 change
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change of meafures. Public juftice and generofity are no
Jefs chara&eriftic of the Englith, than their private honefty
and hofpitality. The total repealof the ftamp-aét, and the
partial repeal-of the act impoling duties on paper, &c. may
convince us, thai the nation has no difpofition to injure us.
We are blefled with a King that refieés honor upon a crown s
He is fo far from being avaricious, that he has relinquithed
a part of his revenue; and fo far from being tyrannical, that
he has generoufly furrendered part of his prerogative for the
fake of freedom. His court is fo far from being tinCured
with diffipation, that the palace is rather an academy of the
lizerati ; and the royal pair are as exemplary in every pri-
vate virtue, as they are exalted in their ftations, We have
only to ceafe contending with the fupreme legiflature re-
fpe@ing its authority, with the King refpe@ing his prero-
gatives, and with Great-Britain refpeing our fubordina-
tion; to difmifs our illegal committees, difband our forces,
defpife the thraldom of arrogant congreffes, and fubmit to
conflitutional government; to be happy.

Many appear to confider themfelves as procul & Jove @
Julnine procul, and, becaufe we never have experienced any
feverity from Great-Britain, think it impoffible that we
fhould. The Englith nation will bear much from its friends,
but whoever has read its hiftory mult know, that thercisa
Jine that cannot be paffed with impunity: Itis not the faule
of our patriots it that line be not already paffed* They have
demanded of Great-Britain more than fhe can grant con-
fifteat with her honor, her intereft, or our own, and are
now brandifhing the fword of defiance.

Do you 2xpcét to conquer in war? War is no longer a
finiple butan intricate {cience, not to be learned from books,
or two or three campaigns, but from long experience. You
need not be told,that his Majefty’s Generals, Gage and Hal-
dimand, are poflcflcd of every talent requifite to great com-
manders, matured by long experience 1n many parts of the
world, and ftand high in miliary fame ; that many of the
officers have been Ered to arms from their infancy, and a

large
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large proportion of the army, now here, have already reaped
immortal honors in the iron harveft of the ficld.—Alas?
My friends, you have nothing to appnic to this force, buc
a militia unufed to fervice, impaticnt of command, and de-
ftitute of refources. Can your officers depend upon the
privates, or the privates upon the officers? Your war can
be but little more than mere tumultuary rage: And be-
fides, there is an awful diiparity between troops that fighe
the battles of their Sovereign, and thofe that follow the
ftandard of rebellion. Thele refle&ions may arreft you in
an hour that you think not of, and come too late to ferve
you. Nothing fhort of a miracle could ain you one bat-
tie; but could you deftroy all the Briafh troops that aie
now here, and burn the men of war that command ouc
coaft, it would be but the beginning of forrow ; and yet,
wichout a deciflive battle, one campaign would ruin you.
This province does not produce its neceffary provifion,when
the hufbandman can purfue his calling without mnleftation
What then muft be your condition, when the demand fhall
be increafed and the refource in a manner cut off? — Fi-
gure to yourfelves, what muft be your diftrefs fhould your
wives and children be driven from fuch places, as theKing’s
troops fhall occupy, into the interior parts of the proviace,
and they, as well as you, be deftitute of {uppore. I take
no pleafure in painting thele fcenes of diftrets. The whigs
affect to divert you from them by ridicule j—but fhouid
war commence, you can expect nothing but its fevericies.
Might I hazard an opinion, but few of your leaders ever
intended to engage in hoftilities; but they may have ren-
dered inevitable what they intended for intimidatioa. Thofe
that unfheath the fword of rebellion may throw away the
fcabbard ; they cannot be treated with while in arms ; and
if they lay them down, they are in no other predicament
than couquered rebels.  The conquered in othet wars do
not forfeit the rights of men, nor all the rights of citizens,
even their bravery is rewarded by a generous vicor; far
different is the cafe of a routed rebel hoft. My dear coun-
trymen, you have before you, at your cleftion, peace or

war,
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war, happinefls or mifery. May the God of our forefathers
dire& you in the way that leads to peace and happinefs, be-
fore your feet ftumble on the dark mountains,—before the
evil days come, wherein you thall fay, We have no pleafure

in them. MASSACHUSETTENSIS.
April 3, 1775.

THE END,

Printed and fold by J. MaTuews,

Americans againt Liberty : or an Effay on the Nature and
Principles of true Freedom, fhewing that the Defigns
and Condu& of the Americans tend only to Tyranny
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