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DEMOSTHENES.

WHOBVZait Was, Sosius, that wrote the poem in honor

of Alcibiades, upon his winning the chariot.race at the
Olympian Games, whether it were Euripides, as is most
commonly thought, or some other person, he tells us, that
to a man's being happy it is in the first place requisite he
should be born in "some famous city." But for him that
would attain to true happiness, which for the most part is
placed in the qualities and disposition of the mind, it is,
in my opinion, of no other dissAvantsge to be of a mean,
obscure country, than to be born of a small or plaZa-look.
ing woman. For it were ridiculous to think that Iulis, a
little part of Ceos, which itself is no great island, and
/Egina, which an Athenian once said ought to be re-

moved, like a small eye-sore, from the port of Pit.us,
should breed good actors and poets,* and yet should never
be able to produce a just, temperate, wise, and high-
minded man. Other arts, whose end it is to acquire
riches or honor, are likely enough to wither and decay in
poor and undistinguished towns; but virtue, like a strong

and durable plant, may take root and thrive in any place
where it can lay hold of an ingenuous nature, and a mind

" Simonides, the lyric poet, was tioned in the account, further on,
born at Iulis in Ceos; and Polus, of Demoethenes's death, waq a tin.
tim celebrated actor, who is men- tlve of Aggln_
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2 DEMOSTIIENES.

Ihat is industrioua I, for my part, shall de,re that for
any deficiency of mine in right judgment or action, l

myself may be, as in fairness, held accountable, and shall
not attribute it to the obscurity of my birthplace.

But if any man undertake to write a history, that has
to be collected from materials gathered by observation

and the reading of works not easy to be got in all places,
nor written always in his own language, but many of
them foreign and dispersed in other hands, for him, un-
doubtedly, it is in the first place and above all things
most necessary, to reside in some city of good note, ad-
dicted to liberal arts, and populous; where he may have
plenty of all sorts of books, and upon inquiry may hear
and inform himself of such particulars as, having escaped
the pens of writers, are more faithfully preserved in the
memories of men, lest his work be deficient in many

things, even those which it can least dispense with.
But for me, I live in a little town, where I am willing

to continue, lest it should grow less ; and having had no
leisure, while I was in Rome and other parts of Italy, to
exercise myself in the Roman language, on account ot
public business and of those who came to be instructed
by me in philosophy, it was very late, and in the decline
of my age, before I applied myself to the reading of Latin
authors. Upon which that which happened to me, may
seem strange, though it be true ; for it was not so much
by the knowledge of words, that I came to the under-
standing of things, as by my experience of things I was
enabled to follow the meaning of worda But to appre-
ciate the graceful and ready pronunciation of the Roman
tongue, to understand the various figures and connection
of words, and such other ornaments, in which the beauty
of speaking consists, is, I doubt not, an admirable and
delightful a_A_omplishment; but it requires a degree of
practice and study which is not easy, and will better suit
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those who have more leisure, and time enough yet before
them for the occupation-

And so in this fifth book of my Parallel Lives, in giwng
an account of Demosthenes and Cicero, my comparison oF

their natural dispositions and their chat_ters will be
tbrmed upon their actions and their lives as statesmen,

and I shall not pretend to criticize their orations one

against the other, to show which of the two was the

more charming or the more powerful speaker. For
there, as Ion says,

We are but llke a fish upon dry land;

a proverb which Coacilius perhaps forgot, when he em-

ployed his always adventurous talents in so ambitious an
attempt as a comparison of Demosthenes and Cicero: and,

possibly, if it were a thing obvious and ca.D, for every

man to ]c_w /&nself, the precept had not paa_ed for an
oracle.

The divine power seems originally to have designed

Denmsthenes and Cicero upon the same plan, giving
them many similarities in their natural characters, as
their passion for distinction and their love of liberty in

civil life, and their want of courage in dangel_ and war,
and at the same time also to have added many accidental
resemblances. I think there can hardly be found two

other orators, who, from small and obscure beginnings,

became so great and mighty; who both contested with

kings and tyrants; both lost their daughters, were driven

out of their country, and returned with honor; who,

flying from thence again, were both seized upon by their

enemies, and at last ended their fives with the liberty of
their countrymen. So that if we were to suppose there

had been a trial of skill between nature and fortune, as
there is sometimes between artists, it would be hard to
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judge, whether that succeeded best in making tllem alike
in their dL_positions and manners, or this, in the coinci-
dences of their liveg We will speak of the eldest first.

Demosthenes, the father of Demosthenes, wa.q a citizen

of hood rank and quality, as Theopompus informs us, sur-
named the Sword-maker, because he had a large work-
house, and kept servant.q skilful in that art at work. But
of that which 2F..schines, the orator, said of his mother,

that she wa._ de_ended of one Gylon, who fled his coun-
try upon an accu_tion of treason, and of a barbarism

woman, I can affirm nothing, whether he spoke true, or
slandered and maligned her. This is certain, that Demos-

thene_ being a_ yet but seven years old, was left by his
father in affluent circumstances, the whole value of his

estate being little short of fifteen talents, and that he was

wronged by his guardians, part of his forttme being em-
bezzled by them, and the rest neglected; in,much that
even his teachers were defrauded of their salaries. This

was the rea.qon that he did not obhtin the libe_l educa-

tion that he should have had ; besides that on account of
weakness _nd delicate health, his mother would not let

him exert himself, and his teachers forbore to urge him.
He wa.q meagre and sickly from the first, and hence had

his nickname of Batalus, given him, it is said, by the boys,
in derision of his appearance ; Batalus being, as some tell
us, a certain enervated flute-player, in ridicule of whom

Antiphanes wrote a play. Others speak of Batalus as a
writer of wanton verses and drinking songs. And it
would seem that some part of the body, not decent to be

named, was at that time called /tafa_ by the Athenian_

But the name of Argas, which also they say was a nick-
name of Demo_henes, was given him for his behavior, as

being savage and spiteful, arga; being one of the poeti-
cal words for a snake; or for his disagreeable way of

speaking, Argas being the name of a poet, who con_
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posed very harshly and disagreeably. So much, as Plato
says, for such mattera

The first occasion of his eager inclination to oratory,

they say, was thi_ Callistratus, the orator, being to plead
in open court for Oropus, the expectation of the issue of
that cause was very great, as well for the ability of the
orator, who was then at the height of his reputation, as
also for the fame of the action itself. Therefore, Demo_

thenes, having heard the tutors and schoolmasters agre_

ing among themselves to be present at this trial, with

much importunity persuades his tutor to take him along
with him to the hearing; who, having some acquaintance
with the doorkeepers, procured a place where the boy

might sit unseen, and hear what was said. Callistratus
having got the day, and being much admired, the boy
began to look upon his glory with a kind of emulation.
observing how he was courted on all hands, and attended
on his way by the lhultitude; but his wonder was more
than all excited by the power of his eloquence, which
seemed able to subdue and win over any thing. From

this time, therefore, bidding farewell to other sorts oi
learning and study, he now began to exercise himself,
and to take pains in declaiming, as one that meant to be
himself also an orator. He made use of Ismus as his

guide to the art of speaking, though Isocrates at that

time was giving lessons ; whether, as some say, because he
was an orphan, and was not able to pay Isocrates his

appointed fee of ten mince, or because he preferred
Ismus's speaking, as being more b,_iness-like and effective

in actual use. Hermippus says, that he met with certain
memoirs without any author's name, in which it was
written that Demosthenes was a scholar to Plato, and

learnt much of his eloquence from him ; and he also men-
tions Ctesibius, as reporting from CaUias of Syracuse and
some others, that Demosthenes secretly obtained a knowl-
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edge of the systems of Isocrates and Alcidamas, and mas-
tered them thoroughly.

As soon, therefore, as he was grown up to man's estate,
he began to go to law with his guardians, and to write
orations ag_finst them; who, in the mean time, had re-
course to various subterfuges and pleas ibr new trials,
and Demosthenes, though he was thus, as Thucydides
says, taught his business in dangers, and by his own exer-
tions was successful in his suit, was yet unable for all this
to recover so much as _tsmall fraction of his patrimony.
He only attained some degree of confidence in speaking,
and some competent experience in it. And having got a
taste of the honor and power which are acquired by
pleadings, he now ventured to come forth, and to under-
take public business. And, as it is said of Laomedon, the
Orchomenian, that by advice of his physician, he u_d to
run long distances to keep off some disease of his spleen,
and by that means having, through labor and exercise,
framed the habit of his body, he betook himself to the great

garland games,* and became one of the best runners at
the long race; so it happened to Demosthenes, who, first
venturing upon oratory for the recovery of his own pri-

vate property, by this acquired ability in speaking, and

at length, in public business, as it were in the great
games, came to have the preeminence of all competitors
in the assembly. But when he first addressed himself to

the people, he met with great discouragements, and was
derided for his strange and uncouth style, which was
cumbered with long sentences and tortured with formal
arguments to a most harsh and disagreeable excesa
Besides, he had, it seems, a weakness in his voice, a per-

plexed and indistinct utterance and a shortness of breath,

• The Olympic,Pythian,Isthmi- victors were crowned with gar.
an and NemeanGames.where the lands.
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which, by breaking and disjointing his sentences, much
obscured the sense and meaning of what he spoke. So
that in the end, being quite disheartened, he forsook the
assembly ; and as he was walking carelessly and saunter-
ing about the Pira_us, Eunomus, the Thriasian, then a very
old man, seeing him, upbraided him, saying that his dic-
tion was very much like that of Pericles, and that he was
x_anting to himself through cowardice and meanness of
spirit, neither bearing up with courage against popular
outcry, nor fitting his body for action, but suffering it to
languish through mere sloth and negligence.

Another time, when the assembly had refused to hear

him, and he was going home with his head muffled up,
taking it very heavily, they relate that Satyrus, the actor,
tbllowed him, and being his familiar acquaintance, en-
tered into conversation with him_ To whom, when De-

mosthenes bemoaned himself, that having been the most
industrious of all the pleaders, and having almost spent
the whole strength and vigor of his body in that employ-

ment, he could not yet find any acceptance with the

people, that drunken sots, mariners, and illiterate fellows
were heard, and had the hustings for their own, while he

himself was despised, "You say true, Demosthenes,"
replied Satyrus, "but I will quickly remedy the cause of
all this, ff you will repeat to me some passage out of

Euripides or Sophocles." Which when Demosthenes had

pronounced, Satyrus presently taking it up after him,

gave the same passage, in his rendering of it, such a new

form, by accompanying it with the proper mien and ges-

ture, that to Demosthenes it seemed quite another thing.
By this being convinced how much grace and ornament
language acquires from action, he began to esteem it a

._anallmatter, and as good as nothing for a man to exer-

cise himself in declaiming, if he neglected enunciation
and delivery. Itereupon he built himseff a place to study
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in under ground, (which was still remaining in our time,)
and hither he would come constantly every day to form
his action, and to exercise his voice; and here he would
continue, oftentimes without intermission, two or three

months together, shaving one half of his head, that so tbr

shame he might not go abroad, though he desired it ever
so much.

Nor was this all, but he also made his conversation

with people abroad, his common speech, and his business,
subservient to his studies, taking from hence occasions
and arguments as matter to work upon. For as soon as
he was parted from his company, down he would go at
once into his study, and run over every tiling in order
that had passed, and the reasons that might be alleged

for and against it. Any speeches, also, that he was pres-

ent at, he would go over again with himselt_ and reduce

into periods; and whatever othel._ spoke to him, or
lie to them, he would correct, transform, and vary several

waya Hence it was, that he was looked upon as a person

of no great natural genius, but one who owed all the

power and ability he had in _eaking to labor and indus-

try. Of the truth of which it was thought to be no small

sign, that he was very rarely heard to speak upon the
occasion, but though he were by name frequently called

upon by the people, as he sat in the assembly, yet he

would not ri_ unless he had previously considered the

subject, and came prepared for it. So that many of the

popular pleaders used to make it a jest against him ; and

Pytheas once, scoffing at him, said that his argument,

smelt of the lamp. To which Demosthenes gave the
sharp answer, "It is true, indeed, Pytheas, that your lamp

and mine are not conscious of the same thinga" To

others, however, he would not much deny it, but would

admit frankly enough, that he neither entirely wrote his
speeches beforehand, nor yet spoke wholly extempore
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And he woldd affirm, that it was the more truly popular
act to use premeditation, such preparation being a kind

of respect to the people; whereas, to slight and t_ke no

care how what is said is likely to be received by the

audience, shows something of an oligarchical temper, and

is the course of.one that intends force rather than persu_v

sion. Of his want of courage and assurance to speak off-

hand, they make it al_ another argument, that when he
was at a loss, and discomposed, Demades would often rise

up on the sudden to support him, but he was never ob-
served to do the _me for Demadea

Whence then, may some say, was it, that JKqchines

speaks of him as a person so much to be wondered at tbr

his boldne._s in speaking ? Or, how couht it be, when

Python, the Byzantine, "with so much confidence and

such a torrent of words inveighed against" * the Athe-

nians, that Demosthenes alone stood up to oppose him ?

Or, when Lamachus, the Myrinsean, had written a pane-
tgyric upon king Philip and Alexander, in which he

uttered many things in reproach of the Thebans and

Olynthians, and at the Olympic Games recited it publicly,

how was it, that he, rising up, and recounting historically

and demonstratively what benefits and advantages all
Greece had received from the Thebans and Chalcidians,

and on the contrary, what mi_hiefs the flatterers of the

Macedonians had brought upon it, so turned the minds of

all that were present that the sophist, in aM.an at the

outcry against him, secretly made his way out of the

assembly ? But Demosthenes, it should seem, regarded

other points in the character of Pericles to be unsuited
to him ; but his reserve and his sustained manner, and his

forbearing to speak on the sudden, or upon every occa-

sion, as being the things to which principally he owed his

• These are his own words, quoted from the Oration ma the Crow_
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greatness, these he followed, and endeavored to imitate,
neither wholly neglecting the glory which present occa-
sion offered, nor yet willing too often to expose his
faculty to the mercy of chance. For, in fact, the orations
which were spoken by him had much more of bold-
ne_ and confidence in them than those that he wrote, if
we may believe Eratosthenes, Demetrius the Phalerian,
and the Comedian,_ Eratosthenes says that often in his
speaking he would be transported into a kind of ecstasy,
and Demetrius, that he uttered the famous metrical adju-
ration to the people,

By the earth, the springs, the rivers, and the streams,

as a man inspired, and beside himselE One of the come-
dians calls him a rho_rerperethras,* and another sco_ at
him for his use of antithesis:--

And what he took, took back ; a phrase to please
The very fancy of Demosthenes.

Unless, indeed, this also is meant by Antiphanes for a jest
upon the speech on Halonesus, which Demosthenes ad-
vised the Athenians not to take at Philip's hands, but to
take baek._

All, however, used to consider Demades, in the mere
use of his natural gifts, an orator impossible to surpass,
and that in what he spoke on the sudden, he excelled all

* A loud declaimer about petty expressly understood that they took
matters ; from rhopos, small waxes, it }act; Philip had no right to give
trodp_os, a loud talker, what it was his duty to give back.

t Halonesus had belonged to The distinction thus put was apparo
Athens, but had been seized by ently the subject of a great deal of

rstes" from whom Philip took it. pleasantry. Athenmus quotes five
e was willing to make a present other passages from the comic wrl-

d" it to the Athenians, but Demos- ters, playing upon it in the mine
thenea warned them not on any way.
aeoomlt to take it, unleu it were
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the study and preparation of Demosthenes. And Ariston,
the Chian, has recorded a judgment which Theoptirastus
passed upon the orators; for being asked what kind of
orator he accounted Demosthenes, he answered," Worthy
of the city of Athens;" and then, what he thought ot
Demades, he answered," Above it." And the same philos-
sopher reports, that Polyeuctus, tile Sphettian, one of the
Athenian politicians about that time, was wont to say,
that Demosthenes was the greatest orator, but Phocion
the ablest, as he expressed the most sense in the fewest
words. And, indeed, it is related, that Demostttenes him-
self, as often as Phocion stood up to plead against hint,
would say to his acquaintance, "Here comes the knife to
my speech." Yet it does not appear whether he had this
feeling for his powers of speaking, or for his life and
character, and meant to say that one word or nod from a
man who was really trusted, would go further than a
thouamd lengthy periods from others.

Demetrius, the Phalerian, tells us, that he was informed
by Demosthenes himself, now grown old, that the ways
he made use of to remedy his natural bodily infirmities
and defect._were such as these; his inarticulate and stam-
mering pronunciation he overcame and rendered more
distinct by speaking with pebbles in his mouth; his voice
he di._iplined by declaiming and reciting speeches or
vetoes when he was out of breath, while running or going
up steep places; and that in his house he had a large
looking-glass, before which he would stand and go through
his exercisea It is told that some one once came to

request his assistance as a pleader, and related how he
had been assaulted and beaten. "Certainly," said Demos-
thenes, "nothing of the kind can have happened to you."
Upon which the other, raising his voice, exclaimed loudly,
"What, Demosthenes, nothing has been done to meT"
"Ah," replied Demosthenes, "now I hear the voice of one
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that has been injured and beaten." Of so great conse-

quence towards tile gaining of belief did he esteem the
tone and action of the speaker. The action which he
used himself was wonderfully pleasing to the common

people; but by well-educated people, as, for example, by
Demetrius, the Phalerian, it was looked upon as mean,

humiliating, and unmanly. And Hermippus says of

2Esion, that, being asked his opinion concerning the an-
cient orators and those of his own time, he answered that

it was admirable to see with what composure and in what

high style they addressed themselves to the people; but
that the orations of Demosthenes, when they are read,

certainly appear to be superior in point of construction,
and more eflhctive.* His written speeches, beyond all

question, are characterized by austere tone and by their

severity. In his extempore retorts and rejoinders, he
allowed himself the use of jest and mockery. When
Demades said, "Demosthenes teach me! So might the

sow teach Minerva!" he replied, " Was it this Minerva,
that was lately found playing the harlot in Collytus ?" t
When a thief, who had the nickname of the Brazen, was

attempting to upbraid him for sitting up late, and writing

by candlelight, " I know very well," said he, "that you

had rather have all lights out; and wonder not, 0 ye
men of Athens, at the many robberies which are com-

mitted, since we have thieves of brass and walls of clay."

But on these points, though we have much more to men-

__,sionwas a fellow scholar ently, the more agreeablepal_ of
with Demosthenes. The compsrl- Athens. Plutarch, consoling a
son in his remarksgives the supe- friend whowas banishedfrom his
riorityin mannerto theold speak- nativecity, tells him peoplecannot
era, whom he rememberedin his all live where they like best; it is
youth,but in construction,to De- not every Athenian can live in
mosthene_ his contemporary. Collyms,nor does a man consider

1'" Sus Minervam,"the prov- himselfa miserableexile, whohms
erb. CoUytus,togetherwithMelite, to leave a house in Melite and
formedthe south-west,and, appar- takeone in Diomea
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don, we will add nothing at present, We will proceed to
_ake an estimate of his character from his actions and his
life as a statesman.

His first entering into public business was much about
the time of the Phocian war, as himself atfnTns, and may
be collected from his Philippic orations For of these,
some were made after that action was over, and the ear-
liest of them refer to its concluding events. It is certain

that he engaged in the accusation of Midias when he was
but two and thirty years old, having as yet no interest or
reputation as a politician. And this it was, I consider,
that induced him to withdraw the action, and accept a

sum of money as a compromise. For of himself

He wu no easyor good-n_uredman,

but of a determined disposition, and resolute to see him-
self righted ; however, finding it a hard matter and above
his strength to deal with Midias, a man so well secured

on all sides with money, eloquence, and friends, he
yielded to the entreaties of those who interceded fbr him.
But had he seen any hopes or possibility of prevailing, ]
cannot believe that three thousand drachmas could have

taken off the edge of his revenge. The object which he
chose for himself in the commonwealth was noble and

just, the defence of the Grecians against Philip; and in
this he behaved himself so worthily that he soon grew
fitmous, and excited attention everywhere for his elo-
quence and courage in speaking. He was admired
through all Greece, the king of Persia courted him, and
by Philip himself he was more esteemed than all the
other orators His very enemies were forced to confess
that they had to do with a man of mark; for such a
character even ff_,schines and Hyperides give him, where
they accuse and speak against him.
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So that I cannot imagine what ground Theopompus
had to say, that Demosth_enes was of a fickle, unsettled

disposition, and couht not long continue finn either to the

same men or the same affairs; whereas the contrary is

most apparent, for the same party and post in politics

which he held from the beginning, to these he kept con-

stant to the end; and was so far from leaving them while
he lived, that he chose rather to forsake his life than his

purpo_. He was never heard to apologize for shifting
sides like Demades, who would say, he often spoke

against himself, but never against the city; nor as Me-
lanopus, who, being generally against Callistratus, but

being often bribed off with money, was wont to tell the

people, "The man indeed is my enemy, but we must sub-

mit for the good of our country ;" nor again as Nicode-

mus, the Messenian, who having first appeared on Ca._-

sander's side, and afterwards taken part with Demetrius,
said the two things were not in themselves contrary, it

being always most advisable to obey the conqueror. We
have nothing of this kind to say again_ Demosthenes, a.q
one who would turn aside or prevaricate, either in word
or deed. There could not have been less variation in his

public acts if they had all been played, so to say, from

first to last, from the same score. Pan_etins, the philoso-

l)her, said, that most of his orations are.so written, a._ if
they were to prove this one conclusion, that what is

honest and virtuous is for itseff only to be chosen; as

that of the Crown, that against Aristocrates, that for the

Immunities, and the Philippics ; in all which he persuades

his fellow-citizens to pursue not that which seems most

pleasant, easy, or profitable; but declares over and over

again, that they ought in the first place to prefer that
which is just and honorable, before their own _fety and

preservation. So that ff he had kept his hands clean, ff
his courage for the wars had been answerable to the
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generosity of his principles, and the dignity of his ora,
tions, he might deservedly have his name placed, not in
the nmnber of such orators as Moarocles, Polyeuctus, and
lIyperides, but in the highest rank with Cimon, Thucyd-
idc_ and Pericles.

Certainly amongst those who were contemporary with
him, Phocion, though he appeared on the less commend-
able side in the commonwealth, and was counted as one of
the Macedonian party, neverthele_, by his courage and his
honesty, procured himself a name not inferior to those of
Ephialtes, Aristides, and Cimon. But Demosthenes, being
neither tit t_ be relied on for courage in arms, as Deme-
trius says, nor on all sides inaccessible to bribery (for
how invincible soever he was against the gifts of Philip
and the Macedonians, yet elsewhere he lay open to
a._sault,and was overpowered by the gold which came
down from Su_ and Ecbatana), was therefore esteemed
better able to recommend than to imitate the virtues of

p_t times. And yet (excepting only Phocion), even in
his lith and manners, he far surpassed the other orators
ot' his time. None of them addressed the people so boldly;
he attacked the l_aults,and opposed himself to the un-
re_sonable desires of the multitude, as may be seen in his
oration_ Theopompus writes, that the Athenians having
by name selected Demosthenes, and called upon him to
accuse a certain person, he refused to do it; upon which
the assembly being all in an uproar, he rose up and said,
" Your counsellor, whether you will or no, 0 ye men of
Athens, you shall always have me; but a sycophant or
false accuser, though you would have me, I shall never
be." And his conduct in the case of Antiphon was per-
fectly aristoeratical; whom, after he had been acquitted
in the assembly, he took and brought before the court of
Areopagus, and, setting at naught the displeasure of the
people, convicted him there of having promised Philip to
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burn the arsenal; whel_upon the mall was condemned
by that court, and suffered tbr it. He accused, also,
Theoris, the priestess, amongst other mi._demeanors, of

having instructed and taught the slaves to deceive and
cheat their masters, for which the sentence of death

pa_sed upon her, and she was executed.
The oration which Apollodorus made use of, and by it

carried tile cause against Timotheus, the general, in an
action of debt, it is _id was written for him by Demos-
thenes; as also those against Phormion and Stephanu._,
in which latter case he was thought to have acted dis-
honorably, for the speech which Phormion used against
Apollodorus wa._ also of his making; he, as it were, hav-
ing simply furnished two adver_ries out of the same

shop with weapons to wound one another. Of his ora-
tions addrea_ed to the public assemblies, that against
Androtion, and those against Timocrates and Aristocratet%
were written tbr others, before he had come forward him-

self as a politician. They were compo_d, it seems, when
he was but seven or eight and twenty years old. That
against Aristogiton, and that for the Immunities, he

spoke himself, at the request, as he says, of Ctesippus, the

son of Chabrias, but, as some say, out of court,ship to the
young man's mother. Though, in fact, he did not marry
her, for his wife was a woman of Samos, as Demetrius,

the Magnesian, writes, in his book on Persons of the same

Name. It is not certain whether his oration against

,___chines, tbr Misconduct as Ambassador, was ever spoken ;

although Idomeneus says that ___chines wanted only

thirty voices to condemn him. But this seems not to be

correct, at least so far as may be conjectured from both

their orations concerning the Crown ; for in these, neither
of them _eaks clearly or directly of it, as a cause that
ever came to trial. But let others decide this contro-

versy.
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It was evident, even in time of peace, what courae
l)emosthene_ would steer in the commonwealth; for

whatever was done by the Macedonian, he criticized and

found fault with, and upon all occasions was stirring up

the people of Athens, and inflaming them agaimqt hinu
Therefbre, in the court of Philip, no man was so much

talked of, or of so great account as he; and when he
came thither, one of the ten ambaa_dors who were sent

iato Macedonia, though all had audience given them, yet

his speech was answered with most care and exactne_

But in other respects, Philip entertained him not so hon-
orably as the rest, neither did he show him the same

kindnea_ and civility with which he applied himself to
the party of zEschines and Philocrates. So that, when

the others commended Philip for his able speaking, his

bc_mtifld person, nay, and also for his good companion-
ship in drinking, Demosthenes could not refrain from

t_villing at these praises; the first, he said, was s quality
which might well enough become a rhetorician, the

second a woman, and the lost was only the property, of a
sponge; no one of them was the proper commendation
of a prince.

But when things came at last to war, Philip on the one
side being not able to live in peace, and the Athenian_ on

the other side, being stirred up by Demosthenes, the filet

action he put them upon was the reducing of Euboea,

which, by the treachel T of the tyrants, was brought under

sub iection to Philip. And on his proposition, the decree
was voted, and they cro_,_ed over thither and ch_sed the
Macedonians out of the island. The next, was the relief

of the Byzantines and Perinthian_ whom the Macedo-

nians at that time were attacking. He persuaded the

people to lay aside their enmity against flmse citie_ to
forget the offences committed by them in the Confederate
War. and to send them such succor8 as eventually savod

VOL, V. 2
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and secured them. Not long after, he undertook an era.

ba._y through the States of Greece, which he solicited
and so riu" incensed against Philip, that, a few only ex-

cepted, he brought them all into a general league. So
that, besides the forces composed of the citizens them-

selves, there was an alTny consisting of fifteen thousand

foot and two thou_nd horse, and tile money to pay

these strangers was levied and brought in with great

checrftflne_¢ On which occasion it was, ,says Theophra-

stus, on the allies requesting that their contributions ibr

the war might be ascel"tained and stated, Crobyhts, the

orator, made use of the saying, "War can't be fbd at so
much a day." Now was all Greece up in arms, and in

great expectation what would be the event. The EuboL_-

an_ the Achaeans, tile Corinthians, the Megarian.% the

Leucadian¢ and Corcyrwans, their people an,I their

cities, were all joined together in a league. But the

hardest t.-_k was yet behind, left for Demosthenes, to
draw the Thebans into this confederacy with the rest.

Their country bordered next upon Attica, they had great
forces for the war, and at that time they were accounted

the best soldiers of all Greece, but it was no easy matter

to make them break with Philip, who, by many good

offices, had so lately obliged them in the Phocian wnr;
especially considering how tim subject_ of dispute amt
variance between the two cities were continually renewed

and exasperated by petty quarrels, arising out of the

proximity of their frontiem
But after Philip, being now grown high and puffed up

with his good success at Amphissa, on a sudden surpri,_d

Elatea and possessed himself of Phocis, and the A the_

nians were in a great consternation, none durst ven-

ture to rise up to speak, no one knew what to say, all

were at a loss, and the whole assembly in silence and per-

plexity, in this extremity of affairs, Demosthenes wa_
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the only man who appeared,hiscounselto them be/ng

alliancewith the Thebans. And having in otherways

encouragedthe people,and, as hismanner was,raised

theirspiritsup with hopes,he,withsome others,was sent

amba._sadortoThebea To opposehim,as Marsya_says,
Philipalsosent thitherhis envoys,Amyntas and Clear-
ehu_ two Macedonians, besides Daochus, a Thessalian,

and Thrasyd_eus. Now the Thebans, in their consulta.

tion¢ were well eaough aware what suited best with their
own interest, but every one had before his eyes the

terrors of war, and their losses in the Phocian troubles

were still recent: but such was the force and power of

the oIutor, fanning up, as Theopompus says, their cour-

age, and firing their emulation, that casting away every

thought of prudence, fear, or obligation, in a sort of

divine possession, they chose the path of honor, to which
his words invited them. And this success, thus accom-

plished by an orator, was thought to be so glorious and

of such consequence, that Philip immediately sent heralds

to treat and petition for a peace : all Greece was aroused,

and up in arms to help. And the commanders-in-chief,

not only of Attica, but of Boeotia, applied themselves to
Demosthenes, and observed his directions. He managed

all the assemblies of the Thebans_ no less than tho_ of

the Athenians; he was beloved both by the one and by

the other, and exercised the same supreme authority

with both ; and that not by unfair means, or without just

cat_e_ as Theopompus professes_ but indeed it was no
more than was due to his merit

But there was, it should seem, some divinely-ordered

fortune, commissioned, in the revolution of things, to put

a period at this time to the liberty of Greece_ which op-

posed and thwarted all their actions, and by many signs

foretold what should happen. Such were the sad predic.
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tions uttered by the Pythian prieste_ and this old oracle
cited out of the Sibyl's verses,-

The battleon Thermodonthat _ha|lbo
,_tfe at a distanceI desireto ,_ee,
Far, like an eagle,watchingin the air.
Conqueredshall weep, and conquerorperishthere.

This Thermodon, they ,_y, is a little rivulet here in
our country in Chveronea, running into the Cephisu_

But we know of none that is so called at the present
time; and can only conjecture that the streamlet which
is now called Hmmon, and runs by the Temple of Her-

c,d(% where the Grecians were encamped, might perhaps

in those days be called Thermodon, and after the fight,

being filled with blood and dead bodies upon this occa-

sion_ as we gue_ might change its old name for that
which it now bears. Yet Duris says that this Thermo-

don was no river, but that some of the soldiers, as they

were pitching their tents and digging trenches about
them, found a small stone statue, which, by-the in_rip-

tion, appeared to be the figure of Thermodon, carrying
a wounded Amazon in his arms; and that there was

another oracle current about it, a.q follows :-

The battle on Thermodon that shall be,

Fail not, black raven, to attend and see ;
The flesh of men shall there abound for thee.

In fine, it is not easy to determine what is the trut]_
But of Demosthenes it is said, that he had such great
confidence in the Grecian fbrces, and was so excited by
the sight of the courage aJad resolution of so many brave
men ready to engage the enemy, that he would by no
means endure they should give any heed to oracles, or
hearken to prophecies, but gave out that he suspected

even the prophetess herself, as if she had been tampered
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with to speak in favor of Philip. The Thebans he

put in mind of Epamlnondas, the Athenians, of Pericles
who always took their own measures and governed their

actions by reason, looking upon things of this kind as

mere pretexts for cowardice. Them far, therefore, De-
mosthenes acquitted himself like a brave man. But in

the fight he did nothing honorable, nor was his perform-
ance answerable to his speeche_ For he fled, de_rting

his place disgracefully, and throwing away his arms, not
ashamed, as Pytheas observed, to belie the in_ription

written on his shield, in letters of gold, "With good for-
tune."

In the mean time Philip, in the first moment of vic-

tory, was so transported with joy, that he grew extrava-
gant_ and going out, after he had drunk largely, to visit
the dead bodies, he chanted the first words of the decree

that had been passed on the motion of Demosthenes,

The motionof Demesthene.%Demostheues'sson,m

dividing it metrically into feet, and marking the beats.
But when he came to himself, and had well considered

the danger he was lately under, he could not forbear from

shuddering at the wonderful ability and power of an

orator who had made him hazard his life and empire on
the issue of a few brief hours. The fame of it also

reached even to the court of Persia, and the king sent

letters to his lieutenants, commanding them to supply
Demosthenes with money, and to pay every attention to

him, as the only man of all the Grecians who was able to

give Philip occupation and find employment for his forces
near home, in the troubles of Greece. This afterwards

• Demosthenes Demosthenous, motion,"--the usual form of the
Paianleus,tad' eipen. "Demosthe- commencementof the Votesof the
ne._,the son of Demosthenes,of AthenianAssembly.
the Peeaniantownship,made this
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came to the knowledge of Alexander, by certain letters
of Demosthenes which he found at Sardis, and by other

papel_ of the Persian officers, stating the large sums which
had been given him.

At this time, however, upon the ill success which now

happened to the Grecians, those of the contrary faction in
the commonwealth fell foul upon Demosthenes, and took

tile opportunity to frame several informations and indict,
ments against him. But the people not only acquitted
him of these accusations, but continued towards him their

tbrmer respect, and still invited him, as a man that meant
well, to take a part in public a_airs. Insomuch that
when the bones of those who had been slain at Ch_ronea

were brought home to be solemnly interred, Demos-
thenes was the man they chose to make the funeral ora-

tion. They did not show, under the misfortunes which
befell them, a ba_e or ignoble mind, as Theopompus writes

in his exaggerated style, but, on the contrary, by the
honor and respect paid to their counsellor, they made it
appear that they were noway dissatisfied with the coun-
sels lie had given them. The speech, therefore, was spoken

by Demosthenes. But the subsequent decrees he would
not allow to be passed in his own name, but made use of

those of his friends, one after another, looking upon his
own as unfortunate and inauspicious; till at length he
took courage again a£ter the death of Philip, who did not
long outlive his victory at Cht_ronea. And this, it seems,
warn that which was foretold in the last verse of the

oracle,

Conquered shall weep, and conqueror perish there.

Demosthenes had secret intelligence of the death of

Philip, and laying hold of this opportunity to prepossess
the people with courage and better hopes for the future,
he came into the assembly with a cheerful colmtenance
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l_retending to have had a dream that presaged some great
good fortune for Athens; and, not long after, arrived the
messengers who brought the news of Philip's death. No

sooner had the people received it, but immediately they
offered sacrifice to the gods, and decreed that Pausanias
should be presented with a crown. Demosthenes ap-
peared publicly in a rich dress, with a chaplet on his
head, though it were but the seventh day since the death
of his daughter, as is said by JEschines, who upbraids him
upon this account, and rails at him as one void of natu-
ral affection towards his children. Whereas, indeed, he

r_tther betrays himself to be of a poor, low spirit, and

effeminate mind, if"he really means to make wailings and

lamentation the only signs of a gentle and affectionate
nature, and to condemn those who bear such _cidente

with more temper and less passion. For my own part,
I cannot say that the behavior.of the Athenians on this

ocea._ion was wise or honorable, to crown themselves with
garlands and to sacrifice to the Gods for the death of a
Prince who, in the midst of his success and victories,

when they were a conquered people, had u_d them with
so much clemency and humanity. For be._ides provok-
ing fortune, it was a base thing, and unworthy in itself, to
make him a citizen of Athens, and pay him honors while
he lived, and yet as soon as he fell by another's hand,
to set no bounds to their jollity, to insult over him dead,

and to sing triumphant songs of victory, as if by their
own valor they had vanquished him. I must at the
same time commend the behavior of Demosthenes, who,

leaving tears and lamentations and domestic sorrows to

the women, made it his business to attend to the interests
of the commonwealth. And I think it the duty of him
who would be accounted to have a soul truly valiant,

and fit for government, that, standing always firm to the
common good, and letting private griefs and troubles find
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their compensation in public blessings, he should main_
rain the dignity of his character and station, much more

than actors who represent the persons of kings and

tyrants, who, we see, when they either laugh or weep on
the stage, follow, not their own private inclinations, but

the course consistent with the subject and with their

position. And it_ moreover, when our neighbor is in

misfortune, it i.s not our duty to forbear offering any
con_lation, but rather to say whatever may tend to

cheer him, and to invite his attention to any agreeable

objects, just as we tell people who are troubled with sore
eyes, to withdraw their sight from bright and offensive
colors to green, and those of a softer mixture, from

whence can a man seek, in his own c,_e, better argu-
ments of consolation for afflictions in his family, than

from the prosperity of his country, by making public
and domestic chances count, so to say, together, and the
better fortune of the state obscure and conceal the less

happy circumstances of the individual. I have been in-

duced to say so much, because I have known many read.
ers melted by JEschines's language into a soft and un.
manly tenderness.

But now to return to my narrative. The cities of
Greece were inspirited once more by the efforts of De-
mosthenes to form a league together. The Thebans,

whom he had provided with arms, set upon their gar-
rison, and slew many of them; the Athenians made
preparations to join their forces with them; Demosthe-

nes ruled supreme in the popular assembly, and wrote
letters to the Persian officers who commanded under the

king in Asia, inciting them to make war upon the Mace-

donian, calling him child and simpleton.* But as soon

* Margites, the name of the char- who, though fully grown up, hu
J_'ter held up to ridicule in an old never attained the _ense or wits of
poem a_cribed to Homer.m the boy. a man.
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as Alexander had settled mattel_ in his own country, and
came in person with his army into Boeoti_ down fell the

courage of the Athelfians, and Demosthenes was hushed ;

the Theban¢ deserted by them, tbught by themselves,

and lost their city. After which, the people of Athens,

all in distress and great perplexity, resolved to send

amb,_adors to Alexander, and amongst others, made

choice of Demosthenes for one; but his heart fiLiling
him for fear of the king's anger, he returned back from

Cithmron, and left the embassy. In the mean time, Alex-

ander sent to Athens, requiring ten of their orators to be

delivered up to him, as Idomeneus and Duris have reported,
t)ut as the most and best historians say, he demanded

these eight only,- Demosthene_ Polyeuctus, Ephialte¢

Lycurgus, Moerocles, Demon, Callisthene¢ and Charide-
mu_ It was upon this occasion theft Demosthenes re_

lated to them the fable in which the sheep are said to

deliver up their dogs to the wolves; himself and those

who with him contended for the people's safety, being,

in his comparison, the dogs that defended the flock, and
Alexander "the Macedonian arch wolf." He further told

them, "As we see corn-masters sell their whole stock by

a few grains of wheat which they carry about with them

in a dish, as _ sample of the rest, so you, by delivering

up us, who are but a few, do at the same time unawares

surrender up yourselves all together with us;" so we find
it related in tim history of Aristobulus, the Cassandrian-

The Athenians were deliberating, and at a loss what to

do, when Demades, having agreed with the persons whom
Alexander had demanded, for five talents, undertook to

go ambassador, and to intercede with the king for them;
and, whether it was that he relied on his friendship and

kindness, or that he hoped to find him satiated, as a lion
glutted with slaughter, he certainly went, and prevailed
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with him both to pardon the men, and to be reconciled

to the city.
So he and his friends, when Alexander went away,

were great men, and Demosthenes was quite put aside.

Yet when Agis, the Spartan, made his insurrection, he also

for a short time attempted a movement in his fitvor ; but

he soon shrunk back again, as the Athenians would not

take any part in it, and, Agis being slain, the Laced'_mo-
nians were vanquished. During this time it was that the

indictment against Ctesiphon, concerning the Crown, was
brought to trial. The action was commenced a little be-
fore the battle in Ch_emnea, when Ch0erondas was archon,

but it was not proceeded with till about ten years after,

Aristophon being then archon. Never was any public
cause more celebrated than this, alike for the fame of the

orators, and for the generous courage of the judges, who,

though at that time the accusers of Demosthenes were

in the height of power, and supported by all the favor of

the Macedonians, yet would not give judgment against
him, but acquitted him so honorably, that JEschines did

not obtain the fifth part of their suffrages on his side, so

that, immediately after, he left the city, and spent the

rest of his life in teaching rhetoric about the island of

Rhodes, and upon the continent in Ionia

It was not long after that Harpalus fled from Alexan-

der, and came to Athens out of Asia; knowing himself

guilty of many misdeeds into which his love of luxury

had led him, and fearing the king, who was now grown
terrible even to his best frienda Yet this man had no

sooner addressed himself to the people, and delivered up

his goods, his ships, and himself to their disposal, but the
other orators of the town had their eyes quickly fixed
upon his money, and came in to his assistance, persuading
the Athenians to receive and protect their suppliana
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Demosthenes at tirst gave advice to chase him out of the

country, and to beware lest they involved their city in a

war upon an unnecessary and unjust occasion. But some
few days after, as they were taking an account of the
tre_L_ure, Harpalus, perceiving how much he was plea._ed

with a cup of Persian manufimture, and how curiously he
surveyed the sculpture and fi_hion of it, desired him to

poise it in his hand, and consider the weight of the goht.
Demo._thenes, being amazed to feel how heavy it was, asked

him what weight it c_lmeto. "To you," said IIarpalu¢

smiling, " it shall come with twenty talents" And present-

ly after, when night drew on, he sent him the cup with

so many talent._. Itarpalu¢ it seems, was a person of sin-

gular skill to discern a man's covetousne_ by the air of his
countenance, and the look and movements of his eyes.

For Demosthenes could not resist the temptation, but ad-

mitting the present, like an armed _trrison, into the cita-
del ot' his house, he surrendered himself up to the interest

of IIarpalus. The next day, he came into the a._sembly
with his neck swathed about with wool and rollers, and

when they called on him to rise up and speak, he made

signs a._ if he had lost his voice. But the wit._, turning the
matter to ridicule, said that certainly the orator had been

seized that night with no other than a silver quinsy.

And soon _d'ter, the people, becolping aware of the bribery,

grew angry, anti would not suffer him to speak, or make
any apology ibr himself, but ran him down with noise;
and one man stood up, and cried out, "What, ye men of

Athens, will you not hear the cup-bearer?" So at length

they banished IIarpalus out of the city ; and fearing lest

they should be c_dled to account for the treasure which
the orators had purloined, they made a strict inquiry,

going from house to house; only Callicles, the son of
Arrhenidas, who wa._ newly married, they would not m_f-
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fer t_ be searched, out of respect, a_ Theot)(_mpus writes,
to the bride, who was within.

Demosthenes resisted the inquisition, anti proposed a

decree to refer the busine._ to the court of Areoi)_ugus,
aald to punish those whom that court should find guilty.

But being llimself one of the tirst whom the court con-

denmed, when he came to the bar, he was fined [ii_y t_tlent_

and committed to pri._on; where, out of shame ot' the

crime for which he wa._ condemned, and through the
weakness of his body, growing incapable of supporting

the confinement, he made his escape, by the carelessness

of _)me and by the connivance of uthers oi" the citizens.
We are told, at least, that he had not fled flu' from the

city, wben, finding that he was pursued by some of tho_
who had been his adver_ries, he endeavored to hide him-

self. But when they called him by his name, and coming

up nearer to him, desired he wouht accept from them

_ome money which they had brought from home as

a provision tbr his journey, and to that purpose only
had followed him, when they entreated him to take

courage, and to bear up against his misfortune, he burnt
out into much greater lamentation, saying, "But how is

it possible to support myseff under so heavy an affliction,

since I leave a city in which I have such enemies, as in

any other it is not easy to find friends." He did not show

much fortitude in his banishment, spending his time for
the most part in 2Egina and Troezen, and, with tears in

his eye¢ looking towards the country of Attica. And

there remain upon record some _tyings of his, tittle re-

sembling those sentiments of generosity and bravery

which he used to express when he had the management

of the commonwea]th. For, _ he was departing out of
the city, it is reported, he lifted up his hands towards
the Acropolis, and said, "O Lady Minerva, how is it that
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thou takest delight in three such fierce untractable beasts,

the owl, the snake, and the people ?" The young men
that came to visit and converse with him, he deterred

t¥om meddling with state affairs, telling them, that ff at

first two ways had been proposed to him, the one leading

to the speaker's stand and the assembly, the other going
direct to destruction, and he could have foreseen the many

evils which attend those who deal in public business, such
as fears, envie_, calumnies, and contentions, he would

certainly have taken that which led straight on to his
de'¢th.

But now happened the death of Alexander, while De-
mosthenes was in this banishment which we have been

speaking of: And the Greci_ms were once again up in

arms, encouraged by the brave attempts of Leosthenes,

who was then drawing a circumvallation about Antipater,

whom he held close besieged in Lamia. Pythea._, there-
fore, the orator, and Callimedon, called the Crab, fled from

Athens, and taking sides with Antipater, went about with
his friends and ambassadors to keep the Grecians from

revolting and taking part with the Athenians. But, on

the other side, Demosthenes, _sociating himself with the
ambassadors that came from Athens, used his utmost en-

deavors and gave them his best assistance in persuading

the cities to fall unanimously upon the Macedonian¢ and
to drive them out of Greece. Phylaxchus says that in

Arcadia there happened a rencounter between Pythea.q

and Demosthene¢ which came at last to downright rail-

ing, while the one pleaded for the Macedonians, and the

other for the Grecians. Pytheas said, that as we always

suppose there is some disease in the family to which they

bring a._qes' milk, so wherever there comes an embassy
fi'om Athens, that city must needs be indisposed. And

Demosthenes arL_wered him, retorting the comparison:

A_es' milk is brought to restore health, and the Athe



30 DEMOSTttENES.

nians come for the safety and recoveiy of the _ick. _'

With this conduct the people of Athens were so well

pleased, that they decreed the recall of Demosthenes from

banishment. The decree was brought in by Demon the

Pmanian, cousin to Demosthenes_ So they sent him a ship
to .__,gina, and he landed at the port of Pirmus, where he

was met and joyfully received by all the citizens, not so

much as an Archon or a priest staying behind. And
Demetrius, the Magnesian, say¢ that he lifted up his hands
towards heaven, and blessed this day of his happy return,
as far more honorable than that of Alcibiades; since he

was recalled by his countrymen, not through any force

or constraint put upon them, but by their own good-will

and free inclinations. There remained only his pecuniary
fine, which, according to law, could not be remitted by

the people. But they found out a way to elude the law.

It was a custom with them to allow a certain quantity
of silver to those who were to furnish and adorn the altar

for the sacrifice of Jupiter Soter. This office, for that

turn, they bestowed on Demosthenes, and for the per-

formance of it ordered him fifty talents, the very sum in
which he was condemned.

Yet it was no long time that he enjoyed his country

after his return, the attempts of the Greeks being soon all
utterly defeated. For the battle at Cranon happened in

Metagitnion, in Boi!dromion the garrison entered into

Munychia, and in the Pyanepsion following died Demos-
thenes aider this manner.

Upon the report that Antipater and Craterus were

coming to Athens, Demosthenes with his party took their
opportunity to escape privily out of the city; but

sentence of death was, upon the motion of Demades,

passed upon them by the people. They dispersed them-

selves, flying some to one place, some to another; and

Antipater sent about his soldiers into all quarters to
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apprehend them. Archia_ was their captain, and was
thence called the exile-hunter. He was a Thurian born,
and is reported to have been an actor of tragedie¢ and

they my that Polus, of/Egina, the best actor of his time,
was his scholar ; but Hermippus reckons Archia.s among

the disciples of Lacritus, the ora*_)r, and Demetrius says,
he spent _me time with Anaximenes. This Arch;as

finding Hyperides the orator, Aristonicus of Marathon,
and ttimer_eus, the brother of Demetrius the Phalerian, in

._;gina, took them by force out of the temple of ._Eacua,
whither they were fled for _fety, and sent them to Anti-

pater, then at Cleonm, where they were all put to death;

and Hyperides, they _y, had his tongue cut out

Demosthenes, he heard, had taken _nctuary at the

temple of Neptune in Calauria_ and, crowing over thither
in some light ve_el_ as soon as he had landed himself,

and the Thracian spear-men that came with him, he
endeavored to persuade Demosthenes to accompany him

to Ant;pater, as it" he should meet with no hard usage

from him. But Demosthenes, in his sleep the night be-

fore, had a strange dream. It seemed to him that he was

acting a tragedy, and contended with Arch;as for the

victory; and though he acquitted himseff well, and gave

good satisfaction to the spectators, yet for want of better
furniture and provision for the stage, he lost the day.

And so, while Arch;as was discoursing to him with many

expressions of kindnea% he sate still in the same posture,
and looking up steadfastly upon him, "0 Arch;as," said

he, " I am as little affected by your promises now as I

used formerly to be by your acting." Axchias at

beginning to grow angry and to threaten him, "Now," said

Demosthenes, "you speak like the genuine Macedonian
oracle; before you were but acting a part Therefore
forbear only a little, while I write a word or two home
to my family." Having thus _imken, he withdrew into
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the temple, and taking a scroll, as if he meant to write,
he put the reed into his mouth, and biting it, as he was

wont to do when he was thoughtful or writing, he held it
there for some time. Then he bowed down his head and

covered it. The soldiers that stood at the door, supposing

all this to proceed from want of courage and fear of
death, in derision called him effeminate, and faint-hearted,

and coward. And Archias, drawing near, desired him to

rise up, and repeating the same kind things he had
spoken before, he once more promised him to make his

peace with Antipater. But Demosthenes, perceiving that

now the poison had pierced and seized his vitals, uncov-

ered his head, and fixing his eyes upon hrchias, "Now,"

said he, "as soon as you please you may commence the
part of Creon in the tragedy, and cast out this body of

mine unburied. But, O gracious Neptune, I, for my part,

while I am yet alive, arise up and depart out of this

sacred place; though Antipater and the Macedonians

have not left so much as thy temple unpolluted." After

he had thus spoken and desired to be held up,. because

already he began to tremble and stagger, as he wa.q

going forward, and passing by the altar, he fell down, and

with a groan gave up the ghost.
Ariston says that he took the poison out of a reed, as

we have shown before. But Pappus, a certain historian

whose history was recovered by Hermippus, says, that as
he fell near the altar, there was found in his scroll this

beginning only of a letter, and nothing more, "Demo-

sthenes to Antipater." And that when his sudden death

was much wondered at, the Thracians who guarded the

doors reported that he took the poison into his hand out
of a rag, and put it in his mouth, and that they imagined
it had been gold which he swallowed ; but the maid that

served him, being examined by the followers of Archias,
affirmed that he had worn it in a bracelet for a long time,
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as an amulet. And Emtosthenes also says that he kept
the poison in a hollow ring, and that that ring was the
bracelet which he wore about his arm. There are various

other statement._ made by the many authors who have
related the story, but there is no need to enter into their
di_repancies ; yet I must not omit what is said by Demo-
ctmrcs, the relation of Demosthenes, who is of opinion, it
was not by the help of poison that he met with so sudden
and so easy a death, but that by the singular favor and
providence of the gods he was thus rescued from the cru-
elty of the Macedonians, He died on the sixteenth of
Pyanepsion, the most sad and solemn day of the
Thcsmophoria, which the women observe by fasting in
the temple of the goddess.

Soon after his death, the people of Athens bestowed on
him such honors as he had deserved. They erected his
statue of brass ; they decreed that the eldest of his i_m-
ily should be maintained in the Prytaneum; and on
the b_tse of his statue was engraven the ikmous inscrip-
tion,

HadyouforGreecebeenstrong,aswiseyouwere,
The blacedonian had not conquered her.

For it is simply ridiculous to say, as some have related,
that Demosthenes made these verses himself in Calauria,
a._tie wa_ about to take the poison.

A little before he went to Athens, the following inci-
dent was said to have happened. A soldier, being sum-
moned to appear before his superior officer, and answer
to an accu._ttion brought against him, put that little gold
which he had into the hands of Demosthenes's statue.

The fingers of this statue were folded one within another,
and near. it grew a small plane-tree, from which many
ieave_ either accidentally blown thither by the wind, or
placed so on purpose by the man himself, falling to-

VOL.V. 3
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gether, and lying round about the gold, concealed it for a

long time. In the end, the soldier returned, mad found
his treasure entire, and the fame of this incident was

spread abroad. And many ingenious persons of the city
competed with each other, on this occasion, to vindicate the

integrity of Demosthenes, in several epigrams which they
made on the subject.

As for Demades, he did not long enjoy file new honors
he now came in for, divine vengeance for the death of

Demosthenes pursuing him into Macedonia, where he was

justly put to death by those whom lie had ba._ely flat-
tered. They were weary of him bctbre, but at this time

the guilt he lay under was manifest and undeniable. For

_omc of his letters were intercepted, in which he had
encouraged Perdiccas* to fidl upon Macedonia, and to

_ve the Grecians, who, he todd, hung only by an oht
rotten thread, meaning Antipater. 0t" this he was ac-

cused by Dinarchus, the Corinthian, and Ca._,_tnder was so

enraged, that he first slew his son in his boom, and then

gave orders to execute him; who might now ,t last, by
his own extreme mistbrtune¢ learn the lesson, that trai-

tors, who make sale of their count3),, sell themselves first;

a truth which Demosthenes had often foretold him, and

he would never believe. Thus, Sosius, you have the life
of Demosthenes, from such accounts as we have either

read or heard concerning him.

• Thi_,apparently,is oneof Plu- m he tellsthe storyhimseff in the
tareh'sslips of memory. It was life of Phocion.
not Perdieeu, but Antigonus;and



CICERO.

Ir is generally said, that Helvia, the mother of Cicero,
was both well born and lived a fitir life ; but of his father
nothing is reported but in extremes. For whilst mine
would have him tile son of a fuller, and educated in that
traAe, others carry back the origin of his t_mily to TuUus
Attius, an illustrious king of the Volscitms, who waged
war not without honor against the Romans. ttowever,
he who first of that house was surnamed Cicero seems to

have been a person worthy to be remembered; since
those who succeeded him not only did not reject, but
were fond of that name, though vulgarly made a matter
of reproach. For the Latins call a vetch 6¥cer,and a nick
or dent at the tip of his nose, which resembled the open-
ing in a vetch, gave him the surname of 65_ero.

t
Cicero, whose story I am writing, is said to have re-

plied with spirit to some of his friends, who recommended
him to lay aside or change the name when he first stood
for office and engaged in politics_ that he would make it
his endeavor to render the name of Cicero more glorious
than that of the Scauri and Catuli. And when he was

quaestor in Sicily, and was making an offering of silver
plate to the gods, and had inscribed his two names, Mar.
cus and Tullius, instead of the third he jestingly told the

(as)
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artificer to engrave the figure of a vetch by them. Thus
much is told us about his name.

Of his birth it is reported, that his mother w_ delivered

without pain or labor, on the third of the new Calends,*

the same day on which now the nmgistrates ot' Rome

pray and sacrifice for the emperor. It is _d(l, al._o, that a

vision appeared to his nurse, and foretold the child _h_,

then suckled should afterwards become a gre_t benefit to
the Roman States. To such l)re._ages, which' might in

general be thought mere fimcies and idle t_tlk, he himself

erelong gave the credit of true prophecies. For a,_soon

as he was of an age to begin to have lessons, he becaltm

so distinguished for his talent, and got such a name and

reputation amongst the boys, that their fathex_ would
often visit the school, that they might _e young Cicero,
and might be able to say that they themselves had wit-

', ne_ed the quickne._ and readines._ in learning tbr which

he was renowned. And the more rude among them used

to be angry with their children, to see them, as they

walked together, receiving Cicero with respect into the

middle place. And being, as Plato would have the
scholar-like and philosophical temper, eager for every

kind of learning, and indisposed to no description of
knowledge or instruction, he showed, however, a more

peculiar _ l__; and there is apoem now
extant, made-_)y him when a boy, in tetrameter verse,

called Pontius Glaueus. And afterward¢ when he applied
himself more curiously to these accomplishments, he had

the name of being not only the best orator, but also the

best poet of Rome. And the glory of his rhetoric still
remains, notwithstanding the many new modes in speak-

ing since his time; but his verses are forgotten and out

of all repute, so many ingenious poets having followed
him.

• The thirdof January.



c_cgRo. 37

Leaving his juvenile studies, he became an auditor of
Philo the Academic, whom the Roman¢ above all the

other scholars of Clitomachus, admired tbr his eloquence

and loved for his character, lie also sought tile ctml-

ptmy of the Mucii, who were eminent st_ttesmen and
leaders in tile senate, and acquired from them a knowl-

edge of the laws. For some short time he served in anus

under Sylla, in the Marsian war. But perceiving the

commonwealth running into factions, and from faction [dl

tlfings tending to an absolute monarchy, he betook him-

self'to a retired and contemplative life, and conversing
with the learned Greeks, devoted himself t_ study, till

Sylla had obtained the government, and the common-
wealth was in some kind of settlement.

At this time, Chrysogonu¢ Sylla's emancipated slave,

having laid an information about an estate belonging to
one who was _tid to have been put to death by pro_ription,

had bought it himseff for two thou_nd drachmas. And

when Ro_ius, the son and heir of the dead, complained, and
demonstrated the estate to be worth two hundred and

fifty talents, Sylla took it angrily to have his actions

questioned, and preferred a proce_ against Roscius for
the murder of his father, Chrysogonus managing the evi-
dence. None of the advocates durst assist him, but t_ar-

ing the cruelty of Sylla, avoided the cause. The young

man, being thus deserted, came for refuge to Cicero.

Cicero's friends encouraged him, saying he was not likely
ever to have a fairer and more honorable introduction to

public life; he therefore undertook the defence, carried
the cau._, and got much renown for it.

But fearing Sylla, he travelled into Greece, and gave it
out that he did so for the benefit of his health. And

indeed he was lean and meagre, and had such a weakness

in his stomach, that he could take nothing but a spare
and thin diet, and that not till late in the evening. His




