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THE LIVES OF THE NOBLE
GREEKS AND ROMANS

The most of them compared together by that
grave leamned Philosopher and Historio-
grapher Plutarch of Charonea

THE:LIFE OF
THEMISTOCLES

TremisTocLes’ parentage:-did” little advance his His
glory : for his father Neocles was of small reputa- parent-
tion in Athens, being . of the hundred of Phrearne, age
and tribe of Ljeontis: of his motlie .an’ alien of -
stranger : as these verses do witness, )

Abrotonon I am, yborn in Thracia,

And yet this high good hap I have, that into Grecia
I have brought forth a son, Themistocles by name,
The glory of the Greeklsh bloods, and man of
greatest fame.

Howbeit Phanias writeth, that his mother was
not a Thracian, but born in the country of Caria:
and they do not call her Abrotonon, but Euterpé.
And Neanthes sayeth furthermore, that she was of
Halicarnassus, the chiefest city of all the realm of
Caria. For which cause when the strangers did
assemble at Cynosarges (a place of exercise with-
out the gate dedicated to ercules, which was not
a right god, but noted an alien, in that his mother
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2 PLUTARCH'S LIVES

Of his was a2 mortal woman:) Themistocles persuaded
boyhood divers youths of the most honourable houses, to go
down with him, and to anoint themselves at Cyno-
sarges, cunningly thereby taking away the difference
between the right and alien sort. But setting apart
all these circumstances, he was no doubt allied unto
the house of the Lycomedians: for Themistocles
caused the chapel of this family, which is in the
village of Phlyae, being once burnt by the barbarous
people, to be built up again at his own charges:
and as Simonides sayeth, he did set it forth and
enrich it with pictures. Moreover every man doth
confess it, that even from his childhood they did
perceive he was given to be very hot headed, stir-
ring, wise, and of good spirit, and enterprising of
him self to do great things, and born to rule weighty
causes. For at such days and hours as he was
taken from his book, and had leave to play, he
never played, nor would never be idle, as other
children were : but they always found him conning
some oration without book, or making it alone by
himself, and the ground of his matter was ever
commonly, either to defend, or accuse some of his
companions. Whereupon his schoolmaister observ-
ing him, oft said uato him: Sure some great matter
hangeth over thy head my boy, for it canoot be
chosen but that one day thou shalt do some notable
good thing, or some extreme mischief. Therefore
when they went about to teach him anything, only
to check his nature, or to fashion him with good
manner and civility, or to study any matter for
pleasure or honest pastime: he would slowly and
carelessly learn of them. But if they delivered him
any matter of wit, and things of weight concerning
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state: they saw he would beat at it marvellously, Who
and would understand more than any could of his were his
age and carriage, trusting altogether to his natura] teachers
mother wit, This was the cause, that being mocked
afterwards by some that had studied humanity, and
other liberal sciences, he was driven for revenge
and his own defence, to answer with great and stout
words, saying, that indeed he could no skill to tune
a harp, nor a viol, nor to play of a psalterion: but
if they did put a city into his hands that was of
small name, weak, and little, he knew ways enough
how to make it noble, strong, and great. Never-
theless, Stesimbrotus writeth, how he went to An-
axagoras’ school, and that under Melissus he studied
natural philosophy. But herein he was greatly de-
ceived, for that he took no great heed unto the time.
For Melissus was captain of the Samians against
Pericles, at what time he did lay siege unto the city
of Samos. Now this is true, Pericles was much
younger than Themistocles, and Anaxagoras dwelt
with Pericles in his own house. Therefore we
have better reason and occasion to believe those that
write, Themistocles did determine to follow Mnesi-
philus Phrearrian. For he was no professed orator,
nor natural philosopher, as they termed it in that
time : but made profession of that which then they
called wisdom. %thch was no other thing, but a
certain knowledge to handle great causes, and an
endeavour to have a good wit and judgement in
matters of state and government: which profession
beginning in Solon, did continue, and was taken up
from man to man, as a sect of Philosophy. But
those that came sithence, have mingled it with art
of speech, and by little and little have translated
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‘The privy the exercise of deeds, unto bare ard curious words:
grudge whereupon they were called Sophisters, as who
Themis, Would say, counterfeit wise men. Notwithstand-
tocles and ing»> when Themistocles began to meddle with the
Aristides government of the common weal, he followed much
Muesiphilus. In the first part of his youth, his
behaviour and doings were very light and uncon-

stant, as one carried away with a rash head, and

without any order or discretion : by reason whereof

his manners and conditions seemed marvellously to

change, and oftimes fell into very ill favoured events,

as himself did afterwards confess by saying: that

a ragged colt oftimes proves 2 good horse, speciaily

if he be well ridden, and broken as he should be.

Other tales which some will seem to add to this,

are in my opinion but fables. As that his father

did disinherit him, and that his mother for very

care and sorrow she took to see the lewd life of

her son, did kill herself. For there are that write

to the contrary, that his father being desirous to

take him from dealing in government, did go and

shew him all along the sea-shore, the shipwracks

and ribs of old galleys cast here and there, whereof

no reckoning was made, and said to bim : Thus the

rcople use their governors, when they can serve no

onger. Howsoever it was, it is most true that
Themistocles earnestly gave himself to state, and

was suddenly taken with desire of glory. For even

at his first entry, because he would set foot before

the proudest, he stood at pike against the preatest

and mightiest persons, that bare the sway and goverp-

ment, and specially against Aristides, Lysimachus’

son, who ever encountered him, and was still his
adversary opposite.  Yet it scemeth the evil wilt
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he conceived toward him, came of a very light
cause. For they both loved Stesilaus, that was
born in the city of Teos, as Ariston the Philoso-
pher writeth. And after this jealousy was kindled
between them, they always took contrary part one
against another, not only in their private likings,
but also in the government of the common weal.
Yet I am persuaded, that the difference of their
manners and conditions, did much increase the
grudge and discord betwixt them. For Aristides
being by nature a very good man, a just dealer, and
honest of life, and one that in all his doings would
never flatter the people, nor serve his own glory,
but rather to the contrary would do, say, and
counsel always for the most benefit and commodity
of the common weal : was oft times enforced to
resist Themistocles, and disappoint his ambition,
being ever busily moving the people, to take some
new matter ia hand. For they report of him,
that he was so inflamed with desire of glory, and
to enterprise great matters, that being but a very
young man at the battel of Marathon, where there
was no talk but of the worthiness of Captain
Miltades that had won the battell : he was found
many times solitary alone devising with himself :
besides, they may he could then take no rest in
the night, neither would go to plays in the day
time, nor would keep company with those whom
be was accustomed to be familiar withal before.
Furthermore, he would tell them that woadred to
see him go in his muees, and changed, and asked
him what he ailed; that Miltiades’ victory would
oot et him sleep: because other thought this
ovepthrew at Marathos, would have made an end

Themis-
tocles’
ambition
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of all wars. Howbeit Themistocles was of a con-
trary opinion, and that it was but a beginning of
greater troubles. Therefore he daily studied how
to prevent them, and how to see to the safety of
Greece, and before occasion offered, he did exercise
his city in feats of war, foreseeing what should fol-
low after. Wherefore, where the citizens of Athens
before did use to divide among themselves the re-
venue of their mines of silver, which were in a part
of Attica called Laurion: he alone was the first
that durst speak to the people, and persuade them,
that from thenceforth they should cease that dis-
tribution among themselves, and employ the money
of the same in making of galleys, to make wars
against the ginetes. For their wars of all Greece
were most cruel, because they were lords of the sea,
and had so great a number of ships. This per-
suasion drew the citizens more easily to Themis-
tocles’ mind, than the threatning them with King
Darius, or the Persians would have done: who
were far from them, and not feared that they would
come near unto them. So this opportunity taken
of the hatred and jealousy between the Athenians
and the Aginetes, made the people to agree, of the
said money to make an hundred galleys, with which
they fought against King Xerxes, and did overcome
him by sea. Now after this good beginning and
success, he wan the citizens by degrees to bend
their force to sea, declaring unto them, how by
land they were scant able to make head against
their equals, whereas by their power at sea, they
should not only defend themselves from the bar-
barous people, but moreover be able to command
all Greece. Hereupon he made them good mari-
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ners, and passing seamen, as Plato sayeth, where by The-
before they were stout and valiant soldiers by land. mistocles
This gave his enemies occasion to cast it in his teeth P5roua”

afterwards, that he had taken away from the Athe-
nians the pike and the target, and had brought them
to the bank and the ower: and so he got the upper
hand of Miltiades, Who inveighed against him in
that, as Stesimbrotus writeth. Now after he had
thus his will, by bringing this sea service to pass,
whether thereby he did overthrow the justice of
the common weal or not, I leave that to the philoso-
phers to dispute. But that the preservation of all
Greece stood at that time upon the sea, and that the
galleys only were the cause of setting up Athens
again, Xerxes himself is a sufficient witness, besides
other proofs that might be brought thereof. For
his army by land being yet whole, and unset on,
when he saw his army by sea broken, dispersed,
and sunk, he fled straight upon it, confessing as it
were that he was now too weak to deal any more
with the Grecians, and left Mardonius his lieu-
tepant in Greece, of purpose in my opinion, rather
to let that the Grecians should not follow him, than
for any hope he had to overcome them. Some
write of Themistocles, that he was a very good
husband for his own profit, and careful to look to
his things: for he did spend liberally, and loved
oft to make sacrifices, and honourably to receive
and entertain strangers: wherefore he had good
reason to be careful to get, to defray his charges.
Other to the contrary, blame him much, that he
was too near, and miserable : for some say, he
would sell presents of meat that were given him.
He did ask one Philides on a time, which had a
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Themis- breed of mares, a colt of gift: who denying him
tocles ex- flat]y, he was so angry, that he threatned him ere
t Y it were long he would make his house the horse of
bitious Wood, with the which Troia was taken. Meaning
covertly to let him understand, that he would shortly

set strife and quarre] betwixt him, and his nearest
kinsmen and familiar friends. It is true that he

was the most ambitious man of the world. For

when he was but a young man, and scantly known,

he earnestly entreated one Epicles born at Her-
miona, an excellent player of the citherne, and
counted at that time the cunningest man in all
Athens at that instrument, that he would come

and teach his art at his house: and all was no

more, but that many people being desirous to hear

him play, should ask for his house and come thither

to him. And one year when he went unto the feast

and assembly of the plays Olympical, he would

needs keep open house for all comers, have his

tents richly furnished, and a great train of servants

and all other furniture, only to contend with Cimon.

This marvellously spited the Grecians, who thought
Themistocles’ expenses fit for Cimon’s countepance,

and ability, because he was a young gentleman, and

of a noble house: but for him that was but a new

come man, and would bear a greater part, than

either became his calling or ability, they thought

it not only unallowable in him, but mere presump-

tion and vainglory. Another time he defrayed

the whole charges of a tragedy which was played
openly : and being set out therein to have won the

prize, and the Athenians being marvelious desirous

of the honour in such plays, he caused this victory

of his to be painted in a table, which he did dedi-
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cate and set up in a temple, with this inscription.
Themistocles Phrearrian defrayed the charges:
Phrynichus made it : Adimantus was chief ruler.
Yet notwithstanding he was well taken of the
common people, partly because he would speak to
every citizen by his name, no man telling him their
names: and partly also because he showed himself
an upright judge in private men’s causes. As one
day he answered the poet Simonides, born in Chio,
who did request an unreasonable matter at his
hands, at that time when he was governor of the
city. Thou couldest be no good poet, Simonides,
if thou diddest sing against the rules of music :
neither my self a good governor of a city, if I
should do any thing against the law. And mock-
ing the same Simonides another time, he told him
he was but a fool to speak ill of the Corinthians,
congidering they were lords of so great and strong
a city : and that he was not wise to make himself
to be drawn, being so deformed and ill favoured.
But being grown in credit, and having won the
favour of the people, he was such an enemy to
Aristides, that in the end he made him to be ex-
pulsed and banished Athens, for five years. When
news were brought that the King of Persia was
onwards on his journey and coming down to make
wars upon the Grecians: the Athenians consulted
whom they should make their general. And it is
reported, that all their common counsellors which
were wont to speak in matters, fearing the daoger,
did draw back, save an orator called Lpicydes,
Euphemides’ son, very eloquent in speech, but
somewhat womanish, faint-hearted, and greedy of
money, who offered himself to sue for this charge,

A wise

saying o
emis-

tocles
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and had some hope to obtain it. Wherefore Themis-
tocles fearing all would not be well, if it fell to
this man to be general of the army, he bought out
Epicydes’ ambition with ready money, and so made
him let fall his suit. It fell out Themistocles was
greatly commended, about that was done to the
interpreter, that came with the King of Persia’s
ambassadors, and demanded the empire of the
Grecians both by sea and land, that they should
acknowledge obedience to the King. For he
caused him to be taken, and put to death by a
common consent, for using the Greek tongue in
the service and commandment of the barbarous
people. It was a notable thing also, that at his
motion, Arthmius born at Zeleia, was noted of
infamy, both he, his children, and all his posterity
after him, because he brought gold from the King
of Persia, to corrupt and win the Grecians. But
the greatest and worthiest act he did in those patts,
was this: that he pacified all civil wars among the
Grecians, persuading the cities to leave off their
quarrels until the wars were done, in the which
they say Chileus Arcadian did help him more than
any other man. He being now chosen general of
the Athenians, went about presently to embark his
citizens into galleys, declaring to them they should
leave their city, and go meet with the barbarous
King by sea, so far from the coast of Greece as
they could : but the peaple did not think that good.
Wherefore he led great numbers of soldiers by land,
into the country of Tempe with the Lacedzmonians,
to keep the passage and entry into Thessaly, against
the barbarous people, which country stood yet sound
to Greece, and not revolted to the Medes. After-
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wards the Grecians coming from thence without
any act done, and the Thessalians also being won
somewhat on the King’s side, for that all the whole
country unto Boeotia was at the devotion and good-
will of the barbarous people : the Athenians began
then to find, how Themistocles’ opinion to fight
by sea was very good. Whereupon they sent him
with their navy to the city of Artemisium, to keep
the strait. There the other Grecians would have
had the Lacedemonians and their admiral Eury-
biades to have had the authority and commandment
of the rest. But the Athenians would not set sail
under any other admiral than their own, because
theirs were the greatest number of ships in the
army, and above all the other Grecians. Themis-
tocles foreseeing the danger that was likely to
fall out amongst themselves, did willingly yield
the whole authority unto Eurybiades, and got the
Athenians to agree uato it: assuring them, that if
they behaved themselves valiantly in these wars, the
other Grecians of their own accord would after-
wards submit themselves unto their obedience.
Hereby it appeareth, that he only of all other was
at that time, the original cause of the saving of
Greece, and did most advance the honour and glory
of the Athenians, by making them to overcome
their enemies by force, and their friends and allies
with liberality. In the mean time, Eurybiades see-
ing the barbarous fleet riding at anker, all alongst the
Isle of Aphetz, with such a great number of ships
in the vaward, he began to be affraid. And under-
standing moreover, there were other two hundred
sail that went to cast about the Isle of Sciathus, and
soto comein: he presently would have retired further

of the
Athe-
nians
against
erxes
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into Greece, and would have drawn nearer unto
Peloponnesus, to the end their army by sea might
be near their army by land, as thinking it impaossible
to fight with King Xerxes’ power by sea. Where-
upon the inhabitants of the Isle of Euboea, fearing
lest the Grecians would leave them to the spoil of
the enemy, they caused Themistocles secretly to be
spoken withal, and sent him a good sum of money by
one called Pelagon. Themistocles took the money, as
Herodotus writeth, and gave it to Eurybiades. But
there was one Architeles amongst the Athenians,
captain of the galley called the Holy Galley, that
was much against Themistocles’ intended purpose :
who having no money to pay his mariners, did
what he could that they might depart with speed
from thence. Themistocles stirred up then his
soldiers more against him than before, insomuch as
they went aboard his galley, and took his supper
from him. Architeles being marvellous angry and
offended withal, Themistocles sent him both bread
and meat in a pannier, and in the bottom thereof
he had put a talent of silver, bidding him for that
night to sup with that, and the next morning he
should provide for his mariners, or else he would
complain, and accuse him to the citizens that he
had taken money of the enemies. Thus it is
written by Phanias Lesbian. Moreover these first
fights in the Strait of Eubcea, between the Grecians,
and the barbarous people, were nothing to purpose
to end the wars between them. For it was but a
taste given unto them, which served the Grecians’
turn very much, by making them to see by ex-
perience, and the manner of the fight, that it was
not the great multitude of ships, nor the pomp and
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sumptuous setting out of the same, nor the proud
barbarous shouts and songs of victory, that could
stand them to purpose, against noble hearts and
valiant minded soldiers, that durst grapple with
them, and come to hand-strokes with their enemies:
and that they should make no reckoning of all that
bravery and brags, but should stick to it like men,
and lay it on the jacks of them. The which (as
it seemeth) the poet Pindarus understood very well,
when he said touching the battell of Artemistum.

The stout Athenians have now foundation laid
Unto the liberty of Greece, by these assaults assayed.

For out of doubt the beginning of victory, is to
be hardy. This place Artemisium is a part of the
Isle of Eubcea, looking towards the north, above
the city of Hestiza, lying directly over against the
country which sometimes was uander the obedience
of the Philoctetes, and specially of the city of
Olizon. There is a little temple of Diana, sur-
named Oriental, round about the which there are
trees, and a compass of pillars of white stone, which
when a man rubs with his hand, they shew of the
colour and savour of saffron; and in one of those
pillars there is an inscription of lamentable verses
to this effect :

When boldest bloods of Athens by their might
Had overcome the numbers infinite

Of Asia: they then in memory

Of all their deeds and valiant victory,

Began to build this noble monument,

And to Diane the same they did present,

For that they had the Medes likewise subdued,
Aand with their blood their hardy hands imbrued.

There is a place seen also upon that coast at this

‘The coast
of Arte-
mesium
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day, a good way into the land, in the middest
whereof are great sands full of black dust like ashes :
and they think that they burnt in that place all
dead bodies and old shipwracks. News being
brought what had bc2n done in the country of
Thermopyle, how that king Leonidas was dead,
and how that Xerxes had won that entry into
Greece by land : the Grecians then brought their
whole army by sea more into Greece, the Athenians
being in the rearward in this retrait, as men whose
hearts were lift up with the glory of their former
valiant deeds. Now Themistocles passing by those
places where he knew the enemies must of necessity
fall upon the lee shore for harborow: he did
engrave certain words spoken uuto the Ionians, in
great letters in stone, which he found there by
chance, or purposely brought thither for that pur-
pose, where there was very good harbour for ships,
and fit places also to lie in. These were the words,
That the Ionians should take the Grecians’ part
being their founders and ancestors, and such as
fought for their liberty : or at the least they should
trouble the army of the barbarous people, and do
them all the mischief they could, when the Grecians
should come to fight with them. By these words
he hoped either to bring the Ionians to take their
part, or at the least he should make the barbarous
people jealous and mistrustful of them. Xerxes
being already entred in the uppermost part of the
province of Dorica, into the country of Phocis,
burning and destroying the towns and cities of the
Phocians : the other Grecians lay still and suffered
the invasion, notwithstanding the Athenians did
request them to meet with the barbarous army
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in Beeotia, to save the country of Attica, as Another
before they had done, when they went by sea to device
Artemisium. But they would not hearken to it in :erpent
no wise, and all was because they were desirous
they should draw to the Strait of Peloponnesus, and
there they should assemble the whole strength and
power of Greece within the bar of the same, and
make a strong substantial wall from the one sea to
the other. 'The Athenians were very angry at this
device, and were half discouraged and out of heart,
to see themselves thus forsaken and cast off, by the
rest of the Grecians. For it was out of all speech
that they alone should fight against so many thou-
sands of enemies: and therefore their only remedy
was, to leave their city and to get them to the sea.
The people were very unwilling to listen hereunto,
making their reckoning it was needless to be careful
to overcome, or to save themselves, having once
forsaken the temples of their gods, and the graves
of their parents. Wherefore Themistocles seeing
that neither reason, nor man’s persuasion could
bring the people to like his opinion: he began
to frame a device (as men do use sometimes in
tragedies) and to threaten the Athenians with signs
from heaven, with oracles and answers from the
gods. And the occasion of Minerva’s dragon
served his turn for a celestial sign and token, which
by good fortune did not appear in those days in
the temple as it was wont to do: and the priests
found the sacrifices which were daily offered to
him, whole and untouched by any. Wherefore
being informed by Themistocles what they should
do, they spread a bruit abroad amongest the people,
that the goddess Minerva, the protector and defender
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of the city, had forsaken it, pointing them the way
unto the sea. And again he wan them by a
prophecy, which commanded them to save them-
selves in walls of wood: saying, that the walls of
wood did signify nothing else but ships. And
for this cause he said, Apollo in his oracle called
Salamis divine, not miserable nor unfortunate, because
it should give the name of a most happy victory
which the Grecians should get there. And so at
the last they following his counsel, he made this
decree, that they should leave the city of Athens
to the custody of the goddess Pallas, that was lady
and governor of the country, and that all those
which were of age to carry any weapon should get
them to the galleys: and for the rest, that every
man should see his wife, children and bondmen
placed in some sure place as well as he could.
After this decree was past and authorised by the
people, the most part of them did convey their aged
fathers and mothers, their wives and little children,
into the city of Troezen, where the Troezenians
received them very lovingly and gently. For they
gave order that they should be entertained of the
common charge, allowing them a piece, two obulos of
their money a day, and suffered the young children to
gather fruit wheresoever they found it: and further-
more did hire schoolmaisters at the charge of the
commonweaith, to bring them up at school. He
that was the penner of this decree, was one called
Nicagoras. The Athenians at that time, had no
common money, but the Senate of the Areopagites
(as Aristotle saith) furnished every soldier with
eight drachmas, which was the only means that the
galleys were armed. Yet Chdemus writeth, that
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this was a craft devised of Themistocles. The Xanthip-
Athenians being come down unto the haven of pus’ dog
Pirzus, he made as though Pallas’ target (on the
which Medusa’s head was graven) had been lost,
and was not found with the image of the goddess:
and faining to seek for it, he ransacked every corner
of the galleys, and found a great deal of silver
which private persons had hidden amongst their
fardels. This money was brought out unto the
people, and by this means the soldiers that were
shipped had wherewithal, to provide them of neces-
sary things. When time came that they were to
depart the haven, and that all the city of Athens
had taken sea: one way it was a pity to behold
them ; another way it made all sorts to wonder,
that considered the boldness and courage of those
men, which before sent away their fathers and
mothers from them, and were nothing moved at
their tears, cries, shrikes, and embracings of their
wives, their children, and departures, but stoutly
and resolutely held on their course to Salamis.
Notwithstanding, there were many old citizens left
still of necessity in Athens, because they could not
be removed for very extreme age, which stirred
many with compassion toward them. There was
besides, a certain pity that made men’s hearts to
yearn, when they saw the Eoor dogs, beasts, and
cattell run up and down bleating, mewing, and
howling out aloud after their maisters, in token of
sorrow, when they did embark. Amongst these,
there goeth a strange tale of Xanthippus’ dog, who
was Pericles’ father : which for sorrow his maister
had left him behind him, did cast himself after
into the sea, and swimming still by the galley’s side
n B
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wherein his maister was, he held on to the Isle
of Salamis, where s0 soon as the poor cur landed,
his breath failed him, and died presently. They
say, at this day the place called the dog’s grave,
is the very place where he was buried. These
were strange acts of Themistocles, that beholding
the Athenians sorry for the absence of Aristides,
and fearing lest of spite he taking part with the
barbarous nation, might have been the ruin and
destruction of the state of Greece, being banished
five years also before the wars by Themistocles’
procurement : that he did set forth a decree, that
all those which had been banished for a time,
might return home again, to do, to say, and to
give counsel to the citizens in those things, which
they thought best for the preservation of Greece.
And also where Eurybiades being general of the
Grecians’ whole army by sea, for the worthiness
of the city of Sparta, but otherwise a rank coward
at time of nced, would in any case depart from
thence, and retire into the Gulf of Peloponnesus,
where all the army of the Peloponnesians was by
land assembled : that Themistocles withstood him,
and did hinder it all he could. At that time also
it was, that Themistocles made so notable answers,
which specially are noted and gathered together.
For when Eurybiades said one day unto him,
Themistocles, those that at plays and games do
rige before the company, are whistled at. It is
true, said Themistocles: but those that tarry last,
do never win any game. Another time Eury-
biades having a staft in his hand lift it up, as
though he would have stricken him. Strike and
thou wilt, said he, so thou wilt hear me. Eury-
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biades wondring to see him so patient, suffered him
then to say what he would. Then Themistocles
began to bring him to reason: but one that stood
by, said unto him, Themistocles, for a man that
hath neither city nor house, it is an ill part to will
others that have, to forsake all. Themistocles
turning to him, replied: We have willingly for-
saken our houses and walls, said he, cowardly
beast that thou art, because we would not become
slaves for fear to lose things, that have neither
soul nor life. And yet our city I tell thee is the
greatest of all Greece: for it is a fleet of two hun-
dred galleys ready to fight, which are come hither
o save you if you list. But if you will needs go
your ways and forsake us the second time: you
shall hear tell ere it be long, that the Athenians
have another free city, and have possessed again
as much good land, as that they have already lost.
These words made Eurybiades presently think, and
fear, that the Athenians would not go, and that
they would forsake them. And as another Eretrian
was about to utter his reason against Themistocles’
opinions, he could not but answer him: Alas,
and must you, my maisters, talk of wars too, that
are like to a Sleeve? Indeed you have a sword,
but you lack a heart. Some write, that whilst
Themistocles was talking thus from his galley, they
spied an owl flying on the right hand of the ships
which came to light on one of the masts of the
galleys: and that hereupon all the other Grecians
did agree to his opinion, and prepared to fight by
sea. But when the fleet of their enemies’ ships
shewed on the coasts of Attica, hard by the haven
Phalericus, and covered all the rivers thereabouts,

Notp.ble

sayings
of The-
mistocles



20 PLUTARCH'S LIVES

The as far as anybody could see, and that king Xerxes
strata- himself was come in person with all his army
S 3Y by land, to camp by the sea side : so that his whole
ich he °Y p oy .

won the power both by fand and sea might be seen in fight :
battle of then the Grecians had forgotten all Themistocles’
Salamis goodly persuasions, and began to incline again to
the Peloponnesians, considering how they might
recover the Gulf of Peloponnesus, and they did
grow very angry, when any man went about to
talk of any other matter. To be short, it was
concluded that they should sail away the next
night following, and the maisters of the ships had
orders given them to make all things ready for
them to depart, Themistocles perceiving their de-
termination, he was marvellously angry in his mind,
that the Grecians would thus disperse themselves
asunder, repairing every man to his own city, and
leaving the advantage which the nature of the place,
and the strait of the arm of the sea, where they
lay in harbour together, did offer them: and so
he bethought himself how this was to be holpen.
Sudderly the practice of one Sicinnus came into
his mind, who being a Persian born, and taken
prisoner before in the wars, loved Themistocles
very well, and was school-maister to his children.
This Sicinnus he secretly sent unto the king of
Persia, to advertise him that Themistocles {general
of the Athenians) was very desirous to become his
majesty’s servant, and that he did let him under-
stand betimes, that the Grecians were determined
to fly ; and therefore that he wished him not to let
them escape, but to set upon them, whilest they
were troubled and affraid, and far from their army
by land, to the end that upon a sudden he might
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overthrow their whole power by sea. Xerxes
supposing this intelligence came from a man that
wished bim well, received the messenger with great
joy, and thereupon gave present order to his cap-
tains, by sea, that they should embark their men
into the other ships at better leisure, and that pre-
sently they should put out with all possible speed,
two hundred sail to follow the Grecians in the tail,
to shut up the foreland of the strait, and to compass
the isles all about, that not onme of his enemy’s
ships might escape: and so it fell out. Then
Anstides (Lysimachus’ son) being the first that
perceived it, went to Themistocles’ tent, though he
was his enemy, and through his only means had
been banished before, as ye have heard: and call-
ing him out, told him how they were environed.
Themistocles, who knew well enough the goodness
of this man, being very glad he came at that time
to seek him out, declared unto him the policy he
had used by the message of Sicinnus, praying him
to put to his help to stay the Grecians, and to
procure with him, considering his word had more
authority among them, that they would fight within
the Strait of Salamis. Aristides commending his
great wisdom, went to deal with the captains of the
other galleys, and to procure them to fight. For
all this, they would not credit that he said, until
such time as there arrived a galley of Tenedus,
whereof one Panatius was captain, who being stolen
out of the host of the barbarous army, brought
certain news, that the strait out of doubt was shut
up. So that besides the necessity which did urge
them, the spite which the Grecians conceived
thereof, did provoke them to hazard the battell.
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The next morning by break of day, King Xerxes
placed himself on a marvellous steep high hill,
from whence he might discern his whole fleet, and
the ordering of his army by sea, above the temple
of Hercules, as Phanodemus writeth. Which is
the narrow way or channel betwixt the Isle of
Salamis, and the coast of Attica: or as Acesto-
dorus saith, upon the confines of the territories of
Megara, above the point which they commonly call
the horns. There Xerxes set up a throne of gold,
and had about him many secretarics to write all that
was done in the battell. But as Themistocles was
sacrificing unto the gods in his galley that was
admiral, they brought to him three young prisoners,
fair of complexion, richly arrayed with gold and
jewels, whom they said were the children of San-
daucé the king’s sister, and of Prince Artajctus.
So soon as Euphrantides the soothsayer had seen
them, and at their arrival observed there rose a
great bright flame out of the sacrifice, and at the
very self same instant that one on his right hand
had sneezed : he took Themistocles by the hand,
and willed him to sacrifice all those three prisoners
unto the god Bacchus, surnamed Omestes, as much
to say, as the cruel Bacchus: for in doing it, the
Grecians should not only be saved, but they should
have the victory over their enemies. Themistocles
wondred much, to hear so strange and terrible a
commandment of the soothsayer. Nevertheless, the
common sort following his custom, which is, to pro-
mise safety sooner in the greatest dangers, and most
desperate cases by strange and unreasonable, rather
than by reasonable and ordinary means : they began
to call upon the god with one voice, and bringing the
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three prisobers near unto the altar, they compelled The
him to perform the sacrifice in that sort as the battle of
soothsayer had appointed. Phanias Lesbxan, an ex. Salamis
cellent philosopher, and well seen in stories and
antiquities, reporteth this matter thus. As for the

number of the shiPs of the barbarous navy: /s~

chylus the poet, 1n a tragedy which he entitled

the Persians, knowing certainly the truth, saith

thus :

King Xerxes had a thousand ships | know:
Amongst the which, two hundred were (I trow)
And seven, which all the rest did oversail

With swifter course. This is withouten fail.

The Athenians had nine score, in every one of
the which there were eighteen soldiers, whereof
four of them were archers, and all the rest armed
men. Themistocles also did with no less skill and
wisdom choose his time and place to fight, forbear-
ing to charge his enemies, until the hour was come,
that of ordinary custom the sea wind arose, and
brought in a rough tide within the channel, which
did not hurt the Grecian galleys, being made low
and enug, but greatly offended the Persian galleys,
being high cargued, heavy, and not yare of steerage,
and made them lie sidelong to the Grecians, who
fiercely set upon them, having always an eye to
Themistocles’ direction, that best foresaw their ad-
vantage. At the same time, Ariamenes, Xerxes’
admiral, a man of great valour and worthiest of the
king’s brethren, bestowed arrows and darts as it
were from the walls of a castle, charging the galley
of Aminias Decelean, and Sosicles Pedian, which
were joined and grappled with him, and fiercely



The
Grecians'
victory

24 PLUTARCH'S LIVES

entring the same, was by them valiantly received
upon their pikes, and thrust overboard into the sea.

hose body floating amongst other shipwracks
Artemisia knowing, caused to be carried to King
Xerxes. Now whilst this battell stood in these
terms, they say that there appeared a great flame in
the element toward the city of Eleusis, and that
a loud voice was heard through all the plain of
Thriasia unto the sea, as if there had been a
number of men together, that had sung out aloud,
the holy song of Bacchus. And it seemed by little
and little, that there rose a cloud in the air from
those which sang: that left the land, and came and
lighted on the galleys in the sea. Other affirmed,
that they saw armed men, which did reach out
their hands from the Isle of Agina, towards the
Grecian galleys: and they thought they were the
Eacides, for whose help they all prayed before the
battell was begun. The first man of the Athenians
that took any of the enemy’s ships, was Lycomedes
a captain of a galley: who having taken very rich
furniture and flags, did afterwards consecrate them
to Apollo Laurel, as ye would say, Victorious.
The other Grecians in the front being equally in
number with the barbarous ships, by reason of
the straitness of the arm of the sea wherein
they fought, and so straitned as they could not
fight but by one and one, whereby the barbarians
disorderly laid one another aboard, that they did
hinder themselves with their over multitude : and in
the end were 80 sore pressed upon by the Greciaps,
that they were constrained to fly by night, after they
had fought and maintained battell, until it was very
dark. So that the Grecians wan that glorious and

T
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famous victory : of the which may truly be affirmed
that, as Simonides saith :

Was never yet nor Greek nor barbarous crew
That could by sea so many men subdue:

Nor that obtained so famous victory

In any fight, against their enemy.

Thus was the victory won through the valiant-
ness and courage of those that fought that battell,
but especially through Themistocles’ great policy
and wisdom. After this battell Xerxes being mad
for his loss, thought to fill up the arm of the sea,
and to pass his army by land, upon a bridge, into
the Isle of Salamis. Themistocles, because he
would feel Aristides’ opinion, told him as they were
talking together, that he thought best to go and
occupy the Strait of Hellespont with the army by
sea, to break the bridge of ships which Xerxes had
caused to be made: to the end, said he, that we
may take Asia into Europe. Aristides liked not
this opinion, for we have (said he) fought all this
while against this barbarous king, who thought but
to play with us: but if we shut him within Greece,
amr bring him to fight of necessity to save his life :
such an enemy that commandeth so great an army,
will no more stand still as a looker on, and sit at
his ease under his golden pavilion, to see the pastime
of the battell, but will prove every way, and be him-
self in every place at all essays to save himself
from such a strait and danger. Thus with politic
care and foresight, he may easily amend his former
fault committed by negligence, and do well enough,
when he shall see his life and kingdom both depead
upon it. Therefore Themistocles, I would think

Aristides’
counsel

unto The-
mistocles



Themis-
tocles’
strata-

gem

26 PLUTARCH'S LIVES

not best to break his bridge at all, which he hath
caused to be made ; but rather if we could, to build
another to it, to drive him out of Europe as soon as
we could. Themistocles then replied : Seeing you
think this were good to be done, we must all lay
our heads together, to devise how he may be forced
to come out as soon as we could. They breaking
off with this resolution, Themistocles sent imme-
diately one of the king’s eunuchs, called Arsaces,
that was one of the grooms of his chamber, whom
he found out amongst the prisoners, and by him
he sent this message unto the king: That the
Grecians having won the battell of him by sea, had
decreed in their council, how they would go to the
Strait of Hellespont, to break the bridge of the
ships he had caused to be made there. Whereof
he thought good to advertise him for the good will
he did bear him, and to the end he might bethink
him betimes, to get him away to the sea within his
own dominion, and so pass back again into Asia
as soon as he could, whilest he gave order to his
allies and confederates, to stay following him at
the poop. The barbarous king understanding these
news, was so afraid, that he hoised away with all
possible speed. The further foresight and great
wisdom of Themistocles, and Aristides, in marine
causes, did manifestly appear afterwards in the
battell the Grecians fought before the city of
Platza, against Mardonius, King Xerxes’ lieu-
tenant : who having but a small power of the
king his sovereign’s there, did yet put the Grecians
to great distress, and in hazard to have lost all.
Of all the towns and cities that fought in this
battell, Herodotus writeth, that the city of Agina
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wan the fame for valiantness above the rest: and
of private men, among the Grecians, Themistocles
was judged the worthiest man: although it was
sore against their wills, because they envied much
his glory. For after the battle done, all the cap-
tains being gotten into the Strait of Peloponnesus,
and having sworn upon the altar of their sacrifices,
that they would give their voices after their con-
sciences, to those they thought had best deserved
it: every one gave himself the first place for wor-
thiness, and the second unto Themistocles. The
Lacedemonians carried him into Sparta, where
they judged the honour and dignity to their admiral
Eurybiades : but the wisdom and policy they attri-
buted to Themistocles. In token thereof they gave
him an olive-branch, and the goodliest coach that
was in their city: and moreover they sent three
hundred of their lusty youths to accompany him,
and conduct him out of their country. ‘They say,
at the next feasts and assemblies of the plays
Olympical that were made after this victory, when
Themistocles was once come into the shew place
where these games were played, the people looked
no more on them that fought, but all cast their eyes
on him, shewing him to the strangers which knew
him not, with their fingers, and by clapping of their
hands did witness how much they esteemed him.
Whereat he himself took so great delight, that
he confessed to his familiar friends, he then did
reap the fruit and benefit of his sundry and painful
services he had taken in hand, for the preservation
of Greece: so ambitious was he of nature, and
covetous of honour, as we may easily perceive by
certain of his deeds and notable sayings they have
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noted of him. For being chosen Admiral of
Athens, he never despatched any causes private
or public, howsoever they fell out, until the very
day of his departure, and taking ship: and all be-
cause that men seeing him rid much business at
once, and to speak with so many persons together,
they should esteem him to be the notabler man,
and of the greater authority. Another time he
walked upon the sands by the seaside, beholding
the dead bodies of the barbarous people, which the
sea had cast up upon the shore: and seeing some
of them that had on still their chains of gold, and
bracelets, he passed by on his way, but shewed
them yet to his familiar friend that followed him,
and said unto him : Take thou those, for thou art
not Themistocles, And unto one Antiphates, who
in his youth had been a goodly young boy, and at
that time did scornfully behave himself unto him,
making no reckoning of him : and now that he saw
him in authority came to see him, he said: O my
young son, and friend, we are both even at one
time (but too late) grown wise. He said the
Athenians did not esteem of him in time of peace :
but when any storm of wars were towards, and they
stood in any danger, they ran to him then, as they
run to the shadow of a plane tree, upon any sudden
rain: and after fair weather come again, they cut
away then the branches, and boughs thereof. There
was a man born in the Isle of Seriphus, who being
fallen out with him, did cast him in the teeth, that
it was not for his worthiness, but for the noble city
wherein he was born, that he had won such glory.
Thou sayest true said he: but neither should I
ever have won any great honour, if I had been
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a Seriphian, nor thou also if thou hadst been an
Athenian.  Another time one of the captains of the
city, having done good service unto the common
weal, made boast before Themistocles, and com-
pared his service equal with his. Themistocles to
answer him, told him a pretty tale, That the
working day brawled on a time with the holy
day, repining against her, that he laboured for
his living continually, and how she did nothing
but fill her belly, and spend that they had gotten.
Thou hast reason, said the holy day. But if I had
not been before thee, thou hadst not been here now.
And so, if I had not been then: where had you
my maisters been now? His own son was a little
t00 saucy with his mother, and with him also,
bearing himself over-boldly of her good will, by
means of her cockering of him. Whereupon being
merrily disposed, he would say that his son could
do more than any man in all Greece. For, saith
he, the Athenians command the Grecians, I
command the Athenians, my wife commandeth me,
and my son commandeth her. Moreover because
he would be singular by himself above all other
men: having a piece of land he would sell, he
willed the crier to proclaim open sale of it in the
market-place, and with all he should add unto the
sale, that his land lay by a good neighbour. Another
time, two men being suitors to his daughter, he pre-
ferred the honester before the richer, saying: he had
rather have to his son-in-law a man that lacked goods,
than goods to lack a man. These were Themis-
tocles’ pleasant conceits and answers. But after he
had done all these things we have spoken of before
he took in hand to build again the city and walls
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of Athens, and did corrupt the officers of Lace-
dzmonia with money, to the end they should not
hinder his purpose, as Theopompus writeth. Or
as all other say when he had deceived them by this
subtlety, he went unto Sparta as ambassador, sent
thither of purpose upon the complaints of the Lace-
dzmonians, for that the Athenians did enclose their
city again with walls, who were accused unto the
council of Sparta, by an orator called Polyarchus,
who was sent thither from the Aginetes, of pur-
pose to prosecute this matter against the Athenians.
Themistocles stoutly denied it to them, and prayed
them for better understandiog of the troth, they
would send some of their men thither to see it.
This was but a fetch only to win by this delay
the Athenians so much more time to raise up their
walls, and that the Athenians should keep as host-
ages for surety of his person, those they should
send to Athens, to bring back the report thereof:
and so it fell out. For the Lacedzmonians being
informed of the truth as it was, did him no hurt,
but dissembling the disliking they had to be thus
abused by him, sent him away safe and sound.
Afterwards he made them also mend and fortify
the haven of Pirzus, having considered the situa-
tion of the place, and all to incline the city to the
sea. Wherein he did directly contrary to all the
counsel of the ancient kings of Athens: who seek-
ing (as they say) to withdraw their people from the
sea, and to accustom them to live upon the land, by
planting, sowing, and plowing their grounds, did
devise and give out abroad, the fable they tell of
the goddess Pallas. And that is this, how she
contending with Neptune about the patronage of
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the country of Athens, brought forth and shewed
to the judges the olive-tree, by means whereof she
prevailed, and obtained the prehemincnce. Even
so Themistocles did not join the haven of Pirzus,
unto the city of Athens, as the comical poet Aris-
tophanes saith: but rather joined the city unto
the haven of Pirzus, and the land unto the sea.
By this means he made the people strong against
the nobility, and brought the communalty to wax
bolder than they were before, by reason the rule
and authority fell into the hands of sailors, mariners,
pilots, shipmaisters, and such kind of seafaring men:
8o as the pulpit where all the orations were made,
stood in the market-place of Pnyx, and did look
towards the sea. But the Thirty Tyrants that
came in afterwards, did remove it, and turn it
towards the land : holding opinion to be strong by
sea, was it that did maintain the authority of the
popular state. And that contrariwise they which
live by the labour and toil of the earth, do
more willingly like the government of nobility.
Themistocles called to mind another matter also
of greater importance, to make the city of Athens
of a greater power by sea. For after the retire of
Xerxes, and that all the fleet and navy of the
Grecians wintered in the haven of Pagasz : he said
one day in an open assembly of the people, that
he had thought of a thing which would be very
profitable and beneficial for them, but it was not
to be told openly. The people willed him then to
impart it to Arstides: and if he thought it good,
they would execute it speedily. Themistocles then
told Aristides : the thing he had considered of,
was to burn the arsenal where the Grecians’ navy
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lay, and to set on fire all their ships. Aristides
hearing his purpose, returned to the people, and
told them: how nothing could be more profitable,
but withal more unjust, than that which Themis-
tocles had devised. The Athenians then willed
Arristides it should be let alone altogether. Fur-
thermore when the I.acedemonians had exhibited
their petition to the council of the Amphictyons (that
is the general council of all the states of Greece
assembled) how the towns and cities of Greece
which had not been parties with the Grecians to
the league, against the barbarous people, should be
put off wholly from this council. Themistocles
doubting that if the Argives, the Thessalians, and
the Thebans also should by this means be exempted,
that the Lacedemonians would be then the greater
number in voices, and by this means might do what
they would in this council: he spake so con-
siderately for the cities which they would have
thus discharged, that he made the petitioners in the
assembly utterly to change their opinion. Declar-
ing, how there were but one and thirty cities com-
prised only in the league, and yet that some of them
were very weak and small: and how it were no
reason, that rejecting all the rest of Greece, the
greatest authority of this council should fall into
the hands of two or three of the chiefest cities
alone, For this cause chiefly the Lacedemonians
did ever bear him extreme hatred, and did set
up Cimon all they could, to be always adversary
opposite unto him, and as it were to beard him in
all matters of state, and the government of Athens.
They procured him besides the ill will and dis-
pleasure of all the friends and confederates of the
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Acthenians, for that he went sailing still to and fro A neat
alongst the isles, exacting money of the inhabitants Ausveer
of the same. And this is to be known by the
matter propounded by him to the Andrians (of
whom he would have had money) and by the
answer they made him, as Herodotus writeth.
Which was, how he had brought them two mighty

gods: Love, and Force. And they answered him

again, that they also had two great goddesses,

which kept them from giving of him any money:
Poverty, and Impossibility. And to make this

good also: Timocreon the Rhodian poet galled

him to the quick, when he sharply taunted him,

for calling many home again for money that were
banished : and how for covetousness of money he

had betrayed, and forsaken his host and friend.

The verses wherein this matter is mentioned, are

to this effect :

Who list commend worthy Pausanias,
Xanthippus, or good Leotychides,

Yet shall I seem but light thereof to pass
Compared with valiant Aristides.

For yet was nay the like in Athens town,

Nor never shall come none of like renown,

Themistocles by right and due desert
Is hated of Latona, for his lies,
And for he bare a traitrous wicked heart,
Who like a wretch and niggard did devise,
For small reward, his host Timocreon
To hold out of his country Ialyson.

He took for bribe (unjustly yet therewhile)
Of ready coin three talents fair and bright,
Revoking such as pleased him, from exile,
And banishing full many a worthy wight,
Or putting them to death, without cause told:
He gat thercby great heaps of coin and gold.

) C
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But in the end (O right reward for such)
This bribing wretch was forcéd for to hold
A tippling booth, most like a clown or snuch,
At holy feasts and pastimes manifold,
Which were amongest the people in those days:
Isthmician folk did use the like always.

And there he served his guests with cold meat still,
Whilest they that tasted of his cookery

Gan wish that they (to ease their weary will)
Had never lived, to see the treachery

Of false Themistocles, and that he might

No longer live, which wrought them such despight.

After this, he did more openly blaze him to the
world, when he was banished and condemned, in a
song that had beginning thus :

O Muse, let these my verses be disperst
Throughout all Greece, since they deserve no less:
And since the truth which is in them rehearst
Deserveth fame, whom no man should suppress.

They say the cause, why this Timocreon was
banished, was, the friendship which he had with the
barbarous people, and for giving them intelligence.
Whereof Themistocles was one that judicially
condemned him. Wherefore when Themistocles
himself was accused afterwards of the same fault,
Timocreon then made these verses following against
him.

‘Timocreon was not without his fere,
Which did confer with Medés privily,

Since others mo the self same blame might bear :
Mo foxes lurk in dens as well as I.

Besides these verses, Themistocles’ own citizens
for the ill will they bare him, were contented to
hear him ill spoken of. Therefore while he sought
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ways, to redress all this: he was driven to use such Themis-
mean, which more increased their hatred towards tocles 4
him. For in his orations to the people, he did tfort xﬁvele
oft remember them of the good services he had years
done them : and perceiving how they were offended
withal, he was driven to say: Why, are ye weary

80 oft to receive good by one man? Many of them

were very angry with him also, when he surnamed
Diapa (in the dedication of her temple he made

unto her) Aristobulé, as much to say, as the good
counsellor: meaning thereby, how he had given
grave and wise counsel, both unto his city, and to all

the rest of the Grecians. He built this temple also

near his house, in a place called Melita, where the
hang-men do cast the dead bodies of those that

were executed, and throw the rags and halters’ ends

of those that were banged, or otherwise put to
death by law. There was also in our days in

the temple of Diana Aristobulé, a little image of
Themistocles, which shewed plainly, that he was

not only wise, and of a noble mind, but also of

a great majesty and countenance in the face. In
the-end the Athenians banished him Athens for

five years, because they would pluck down his
over-great courage and authority, as they did use

to serve those, whose greatness they thought to

be more, than common equality that ought to be
among citizens would bear. For this manner of
banishment for a time, called ostracismos, was no
punishment for any fault committed, but a mitiga-

tion and taking away of the envy of the people,
which delighted to pluck down their stomacks

that too much seemed to exceed in greatness: and

by this means they took away the poison of his
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Themis- malice, with diminishing his glory and hoaour.

tocles So Themistocles being banished Athens, went to

suspected o)) ip Argos. In this mean season Pausanias’
of treason . . . N

treachery fell out, which gave his enemies occasion

to lie heavy on his back. But he which became

his accuser, and was partener of the treason, was

one called Leobotes ( Alcmeon’s son) borne in a

village called Agraula. Besides this, the Spartans

also did set on his skirts, and charged him sorely.

For Pausanius never before revealed to Themistocles

the treason he had pu » although he was his

very familiar friend. But after he saw Themis-

tocles was banished, and did take his exile very

unpatiently : then Pausanias was bold to open his

treason to him, to procure him to take his part,

and shewed him the letters the King of Persia had

written to him, and all to stir him up against the

Grecians, as against ungrateful and unnatural people.

Howbeit Themistocles shook him off, and told

him plainly he would be no partener of his treason.

Notwithstanding, he never revealed it to any living

creature, nor discovered the practise he intended :

hoping either he would have given it over, or that

shortly it would appear by some other mean, con-

sidering he so fondly aspired to things of great

danger, and without purpose or possibility. After

Pausanias was condemned, and had suffered pains

of death for the same: they found amongest his

papers, certain writings agd letters, which made

Themistocles to be very sore suspected. Where-

upon the Lacedzmonians on the one side cried out

of him, and his enemies and ill willers at Athens

accused him on the other side. To the which he

made answer by letters from the beginning, and
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wrote uato the people, it was not likely that he Themis-
(who sought all the ways to rule, and was not tocles

born to serve, neither had any mind thereto)
would ever have thought in his head, to sell his own
liberty, and the Grecians also unto the barbarous
people their enemies. Notwithstanding this purga-
tion, the people by the procurement of his enemies,
sent to apprehend him, and to bring him before the
states of all Greece, to be judged by that council.
Whereof Themistocles having intelligence in time,
be did convey himself unto the Isle of Corfu,
because the city there was greatly beholding to
him, for a certain pleasure he had done them in times
past. For they being at suit and strife with the
Coriathians, he took up the matter between them,
and gave judgement on their side, and condemned the
Corinthians, to pay them twenty talents damages:
and did set down an order, that they should occupy
the Isle of Leucas in common together, as ground
that had been inhabited with the people, as well
of the one city, as of the other. From thence he
fled to Epirus, whither being followed by the
Athenians, and the Lacedzmonians, he was com-
pelled to venter himself upon a doubtful and very
dangerous hope. For he went to yield himself into
the hands of Admetus, King of the Molossians.
Who having heretofore made certain requests unto
the Athenians, and being shamefully denied them
by means of Themistocles (who then was at his
chiefest height and authority) the king was mar-
vellously offended with him: and it was a clear
case indeed, that if he could then have laid hands
on him, he would have been revenged of him
throughly. Howbeit feeling the present misery of
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his exile, he thought he might less fear the king’s
old quarrel and displeasure, than the fresh hate
and envy of his countrymen. Whereupon he went
unto King Admetus, trusting to his mercy, and
became an humble suitor to him in a strange extra~
ordinary sort. For he took the king’s little young
son in his arms, and went and kneeled down before
the altar in his chapel: which humble maanner of
suing the Molossians take to be most effectual, and
such as they dare not deny nor refuse. Some say
that Queen Phthia her self, the king’s wife, did
inform him of this their country custom and manner,
and brought her little son also near unto the altar,
Other write also, that it was Admetus himself
that taught and shewed him this enforcing manner
of petition, only for a cloke to excuse himself to
those that should come to demand Themistocles
of him: that by duty of religion he was so
straightly bound and restrained, that he might not
deliver him out of his protection. In this mean
time, Epicrates Acharnian found the means secretly
to convey Themistocles’ wife and children out of
Athens, and did send them privily unto him
whereupon he was afterwards accused, and put to
death, upon Cimon’s accusation and motion, as
Stesimbrotus writeth. Who not remembring those
matters I know not how, or making as though
Themistocles had not remembred himself doth
say, that Themistocles sailed into Sicily, where he
sought to marry Hieron’s daughter, the tyrant of
Syracuse : promising him if he would let him have
her, he would assure him to conquer all Greece
for him, and to bring them under his obedience.
But Hieron refusing this offer, Themistocles went
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from thence into Asia: but that is not likely, For Themis-
Theophrastus writeth in his book intituled of King- tocles and
doms, that Hieron having sent certain running horses Hi€ro
to the feast of the games Olympical, and having
set up a marvellous rich and sumptuous tent there :
Themistocles made an oration to the Grecians,
declaring unto them how they should tear the tyrants’
tents in pieces, and not to suffer his horses to run
with other swift and light horses, and to carry
away the prize in those holy games. Thucydides
again declareth, how he went unto the other sea,
and embarked in the city of Pydna, being not known
of pever a man in the ship, until such time as the
wind began to carry them into the Isle of Naxos,
which the Athenians by chance did besiege at that
time, where being afeard to be set on land, he was
forced to bewray himself to the maister of the ship,
and the maister’s mate, and wrought them, what
with fair words and what with threats (by saying
he would accuse them to the Athenians, that they
did not ignorantly receive him in, but hired for
money) so as he compelled them to sail on further,
and to carry him into Asia. As for his goods,
his friends saved the most part of them, and sent
them into Asia to him. But for those that came
to light, and were confiscate unto the state:
Theopompus writeth, they did amount to the
value of one hundred talents. And Theophrastus
saith, but to four score talents only. So that all
his goods was not worth three talents, when he
began to govern the state of the common weal.
When he came unto the city of Cymé, he per-
ceived that all the coasts by sea were laid for him
to apprehend him, and that he had many spials
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upon him : among the which, these were two special
noted men, Ergoteles, and one Pythodorus, the
reward being very great, for men that sought their
gain any way they could. For the King of Persia
had proclaimed by sound of trumpet, two hundred
talents to him that brought him Themistocles.
Whereupon he fled unto a little town of Aolia,
called gz, where no living body knew him, but
his host only, called Nicogenes: who was the
richest man of all the Alolians, and knew all the
noble men of authority that were about the King
of Persia. Themistocles continued hidden certain
days in his house : in which time, on a night after
the feast of a sacrifice, one Olbius, schoolmaister to
Nicogenes’ children, by some secret working of the
gods, suddenly fell besides himself, and began to
sing these verses out aloud :

Do thou believe what so the night thee tells,
And give thy voice, thy counsel and conceits

Unto the night, in darksomeness that dwels,
Thereon also thy victory awaits.

The next night following, Themistocles being
fast asleep in his bed, dreamed that a snake wound
it self round about his belly, and glided upwards to
his neck, until it touched his face, and suddenly
then it became an eagle, and embraced him with
his wings: and so at length did lift him up iato
the air, and carried him a marvellous way oﬂ!,J until
he thought he saw a golden rod (such as heralds
use to carry in their hands} whereupon the eagle
did set him, and so was delivered of all this fear
and trouble he thought himself in. The troth
was, Nicogenes had this device in his head, how

- —
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he might bring him safe to the King of Persia’s
court. The barbarous nations for the most part
(and specially the Persians) are of a very strange
nature, and marvellous jealous over their womea,
and that not only of their wives, but also of their
bond~women, and concubines: which they keep s0
straightly locked up, that po man ever seeth them
abroad at any time, but are always like house-doves
kept within doors. And when they have any
occasion to go into the country, they are carried
in close coaches covered all about, that no man can
look into them. Themistocles was conveyed into
one of these coaches drest after this manner, and
had warned his men to answer those they met by
the way, that asked whom they carried: how it
was a young Grecian gentlewoman of the country
of Ionia, which they carried to the court for a
noble man there. Thucydides, and Charon Lamp-
sacenian say, he went thither after the death of
Xerxes, and spake with his son there. But
Ephorus, Dino, Clitarchus, Heraclides, and many
other write, that he spake with himself. Yet not-
withstanding it appeareth that Thucydides’ words
do best agree with the chronicles and tables, record-
ing the succession of times, although they be of no
great certainty. Themistocles being come now to
the sword’s point (as it were) and to the extremity
of his danger : did first present him unto one Arta-
banus, colonel of a thousand footmen, and said
unto him: Sir, I am a Grecian born, and desire to
speak with the king: I have matters of importance
to open to his Majesty, and such as I know he will
thankfully receive. Artabanus answered him in
this manner : My friend sir stranger, the laws and
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customs of men are diverse, and some take one
thing for honest, other some another thing: but
it is most honesty for all men, to keep and observe
the laws and manners of their own country. For
you Grecians have the name to love liberty and
equality above all things: and for us, amongst all
the goodly laws and customs we have, we esteem
this above the rest: to reverence and honour our
king, as the image of the god of nature, who
keepeth all things in their perfect life and state.
Wherefore, if thou wilt fashion thy self after our
manner to honour the king, thou mayest both see
him, and speak with him : but if thou have another
mind with thee, then must thou of necessity use
some third person for thy mean. For this is the
manner of our country; the king never giveth
audience to any man, that hath not first honoured
him. Themistocles hearing what he said, answered
him again: My lord Artabanus, the great good-
will I bear unto the king, and the desire I have
to advance his glory and power, is the only cause
of my present repair unto his court: therefore I
mean not only to obey your laws (since it hath so
leased the gods to raise up the noble empire of
Fersia unto this greatness) but will cause many
other people also to honour the king, more than
there do at this present. Therefore let there be no
stay, but that my self in person may deliver to the
king that I have to say unto him. Well, said
Artabanus ? whom then shall we say thou art? For
by thy speech it seemeth, thou art a man of no mean
state and condition. Themistocles answered him :
Ags for that, Artabanus, none shall know before the
king himself. Thus doth Phanias report it. But
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Eratosthenes, in his book he wrote of Riches, addeth
further ; how Themistocles had access unto this
Artabanus, being recommended to the king by a
woman of Eretria, whom the king kept. Themis-
tocles being brought to his presence, after he had
presented his humble duty and reverence to him,
stood on his feet, and said never a word, until
the king commanded the interpreter to ask him
what he was? and he answered: May it please
your majesty, O noble King: I am Themistocles
the Athenian, a banished man out of my country
by the Grecians, who humbly repaireth to your
highness, knowing 1 have done great hurt to the
Persians, but I persuade my self I have done them
far more good than harm. For I it was that kept
the Grecians back they did not follow you, when
the state of Greece was delivered from thraldom,
and my native country from danger, and that I
knew I stood then in good state to pleasure you.
Now for me, I find all men’s good wills agreeable
to my present misery and calamity: for I come
determined, most humbly to thank your highness,
for any grace and favour you shall shew me, and
also to crave humble pardon, if your majesty be
yet offended with me. And therefore license me
(most noble king) to beseech you, that taking
mine enemies the Grecians for witnesses of the
pleasures I have done the Persian nation, you will
of your princely grace use my hard fortune, as a
good occasion to shew your honourable vertue,
rather than to satisfy the passion of your heat and
choler. For in saving my life, your majesty
saveth an humble suitor that put himself to your
mercy: and in putting me to death, you shall rid
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Themis- away an enemy of the Grecians. Having spoken
tocles ¢hyg these words, he said further: That the gods
P“t the by diverse signs and tokens had procured him to
court cOme to submit himself unto him, and told the
king what vision he had seen in his dream in
Nicogenes’ house : and declared also the oracle of
Jupiter Dodonian, who had commanded him that he
should go unto him that was called as a god, and

how he thought it was the person of his majesty,
because that god and he in troth were called both

great kings. The king having thus heard him
speak, gave him then no present answer again, not-
withstanding he marvellously wondred at his great
wisdom aod boldness. But afterwards amongst

his familiars the king said, he thought himself very
happy to meet with the good fortune of Themis-
tocles’ coming to him: and so besought his great

god Arimanius, that he would always send his
enemies such minds, as to banish the greatest and
wisest men amongst them. It is reported also he

did sacrifice unto the gods, to give them thanks
therefore, and disposed himself presently to be
merry. Insomuch as dreaming in the night, in the
midst of his dream he cried out three times together

for joy: I have Themistocles the Athenian. The

next morning the king having sent for the chiefest

lords of his court, he made Themistocles also to

be brought before him: who looked for no good-

ness at all, specially when he saw the soldiers
warding at the court gates, give him ill countenance

and language both, when they beheld him, and
understood his name. Moreover, Roxanes, one of

the captaing, as Themistocles passed by him going

to the king (who was set in hie chair of state, and
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every man keeping silence) softly sighing, said unto
him: O thou Greekish serpent, subtile and mali-
cious! the king’s good fortune hath brought thee
hither. Nevertheless when he came to the king,
and had once again made him a very humble and
low reverence: the king saluted him, and spake
very courteously to him, saying: I am now your
debter of two hundred talents, for presenting your
self. It is good reason I should deliver you the
money promised him that should have brought you:
but I give you a further warrant, be bold I charge
you, and speak your mind freely, say what you
think of the state of Greece. Themistocles then
answered him: That men’s words did properly
resemble the stories and imagery in a piece of
arras: for both in the one and in the other, the
goodly images of either of them are seen, when
they are unfolded and laid open. Contrariwise
they appear not, but are lost, when they are shut
up, and close folded: whereupon he said to the
king, he must needs require some further time of
answer. The king liked his comparison passingly
well, and willed him to appoint his own time.
Themistocles asked a year: in which time having
prettily learned the Persian tongue, he afterwards
spake to the king himself without any interpreter.
So, such as were no courtiers, thought he only
talked with the king of matters of Greece. But
because the change and alteration of the court fell
out great at that time, the noblemen imagined he
had been 60 bold to common with the king of
thera also. Thereupon they greatly envied him,
and afterwards murmured much against him. Feor

tadeed the king did honour Themistocles above all
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other strangers whatsoever they were. On a time
the king had him out a hunting with him, he made
him see his mother, with whom he grew familiar :
and by the king’s own commandment he was to
hear the disputations of the wise men of Persia
touching secret philosophy, which they call magic.
Demaratus the Lacedemonian being at that time
in the court of Persia, the king willing him to ask
what gift he would, he besought the king to graat
him this favour : to license him to go up and down
the city of Sardis, with his royal hat on his head
as the Kings of Persia do. Mithropaustes, the
king’s cousin, taking him by the hand, said unto
him: Demaratus, the king’s hat thou demandest,
and if it were on thy head, it would cover but little
wit : Nay though Jupiter did give thee his lightning
in thy hand, yet that would not make thee Jupiter.
But the king gave him so sharp a repulse for
his unreasonable request, and was so angry with
him for it, that it was thought he would never
have forgiven him: howbeit Themistocles was so
earnest a suitor for him, that he brought him into
favour again. And the report goeth, that the
king’s successors which have been since that time,
under whom the Persians have had more dealings
with the Grecians, than in former days: when
they would retain any great state or personage of
Greece into their service, they wrote unto him, and
promised him they would make him greater about
them, then ever was Themistocles about Xerxes.
That which is written of him, doth also confirm
it. For he being stept up to great countenance
and authority, and followed with great trains of
suitors after him by reason of his greatness: seeing
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himself one day very honourably served at his
table, and with all sorts of dainty meats, he turned
him to his children, and said unto them: My
sons, we should have been undone, if we had not
been undone. The most writers do agree, that
he had given him the revenue of three cities for
his allowance of bread, wine and victuals: to wit,
Magnesia, Lampsacus, and Myus. But Neanthes
Cyzicenian, and Phanias, do add two other cities
more, Percota, and Palascepsis : the one to defray
his charges of apparel, and the other for his lodging.
Afterwards Themistocles going into the low coun-
tries towards the sea, to take order against the
practices of the Grecians; there was a Persian
lord called Epixyes (governor of the High Phrygia)
that had laid a train to kill him (having of long
time hired certain murderers of Pisidia to do it) so
soon as he should come into a town of his govern-
ment, called the Lion’s Head. But as he slept on
a day in his house in the afternoon, the mother of
the gods appeared unto him, and said, Themistocles,
go not to the Lion’s head, for fear thou meet with
the Lion: and for this warning, I do ask thy
daughter Mnesiptolema for my servant. Themis-
tocles waking suddenly out of his dream, made
his prayer unto his goddess, and turning out of the
highway, fetched another compass about.  After-
wards having passed that town, he took his lodging
being benighted: but one of the beasts which
carried his tent, fell by the way, unfortunately in
a river, and all his arras and tapestry hangings being
throughly wet, his servants were driven to lay them
out a drying, by moon light. The Pisidians that
lay in wait, and could not discern by moonlight
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that they were hangings laid out to dry, thought it
had been the very tent Themistocles’ self did lie
in: whereupon they went uato it with their swords
drawn in their hands, hoping to have taken him
sleeping. But when they were come thither, and
began to lift up a piece of the hangings: some of
the people of Themistocles (which kept watch)
perceiving them, ran upon them, and took them.
So Themistocles having escaped this danger, won-
dred greatly at the favour of the goddess which
had appeared unto him. In recompense whereof,
when he was in the city of Magnesia, he built a
temple unto Dindymena, and made his daughter
Mnresiptolema prioress of the saame. As he passed
by the city of Sardis for his recreation, he went to
visit the temples, and offcrings that had been given
there.  So he saw an image of a maiden in copper,
in the temple of the mother of the gods, being two
yards high, which they called the Hydrophora :
as much to say, as the water~carrier. And it was
a statue, which himself had heretofore dedicated
and caused to be made, with the fines of those
that had paid forfeitures, for stealing or turning
away the water course at Athens, at such time as
he was master surveyor of the water works and
conduits there. W herefore, whether Themistocles
was sorry to see this goodly image a prisoner in the
hands of the barbarous people, or that he would
shew unto the Athenians the greatness of his credit
and authority through all the king’s dominions: he
spake to the governor of Lydia, and prayed him
for his sake that he would send this image again to
Athens. But this barbarous governor was very
angry with his request, and told him he would
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advertise the king thereof. Then Themistocles
began to be afeard, and was driven to seek to the
governor’s women and cancubines, whom he got for
money to entreat bim, and so made fair weather
again with the governor. But from thenceforth,
he took better guard of himeelf in all his doings,
greatly fearing the envy of the barbarous people.
For he progressed not up and down Asia, as
Theopompus writeth, but lay a long time in the
city of K!Iagneaia, quietly enjoying the king’s
gracious gifts bestowed on him: where he was
honoured and reverenced for one of the greatest
persovs of Persia, whilst the king was elsewhere
occupied in the affairs of the high provinces of
Aaia, and had no leisure to think upon those of
Greece. But when news was brought him, that
Egypt was rebelled, by means of the favour and
aggistance of the Athenians, and that the Grecian
galleys did scour the seas even unto the Isle of
Cyprus, and unto the coasts of Cilicia, and that
Cimon had all the sea in subjection: that made
him then to bend all his thoughts how to resist
the Grecians, that their greatness might not turn
to his harm. Then commissions went out to levy
men, tQ assemble captains, and to dispatch posts
wato Themistocles at Magnesia, with the king’s
letters, straightly charging him to have an eye to
the Grecians’ doings, and moreover that he should
faithfully keep his promise he had made to him.
But he, to shew that he neither maliced his citizens,
nor -was .moved with the desire of greatness and
anthetity he might bave grown unto in those wars,
or else for that he thought the king’s expectation
would prove to [be] a greater matter, than he could
u D
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The man- end or wade through, considering Greece was full
ner Of a¢ that time of famous captains, and that Cimon
t:;:: amongst the rest had marvellous good fortune, and
death that it should be a reproach to him to stain the
glory of so many noble acts, so many triumphs, and

80 great victories as Cimon had done and won: he

took a wise resolution with himself, to make such an

end of his life, as the fame thereof deserved, for he

made a solemn sacrifice unto the gods, and feasted at

the same all his friends. And after he had taken his

leave of them all, he drank bull’s blood, as most men

think (or as other say) poison, which despatcheth

a man in four and twenty hours, and so ended his

days in the city of Magnesia, after he had lived
threescore and five years, and the most part of them
always in office, and great charge. It is written,

that the King of Persia understanding the cause and
manner of his death, did more esteem him after-
wards, than he did before, and that ever after he
continued to use his friends and familiars in very

good sort. For he left children behind him, which

he had of Archippé (Lysander’s daughter) of the

town of Alopecé: Archeptolis, Polyeuctus, and
Cleophantus, of whom Plato the philosopher maketh
mention, saying that he was a good man at arms,

but otherwise that there was no goodness in him.

His other sons that were elder, as Neocles, died
being bitten with a horse : and as for Diocles an-

other son, his grandfather Lysander did adopt him

for his son. He had many daughters, of the which
Mnesiptolema (which he had by 2 second wife)

was married unto her half-brother Archeptolis, for

they were not both of one venter. Another called
Italia, was married unto one Panthoides of Chio:
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Sybaris, unto Nicomedes an Athenian: and Nico-
maché, unto Phrasicles, Themistocles’ nephew :
unto whom her brethren did marry her within the
city of Magnesia, after the death of their father.
This Phrasicles did bring up Asia, which was the
youngest of all his daughters. Furthermore his
sumptuous tomb standeth yet in the market-place
of Magnesia. But that Andocides writeth of his
bones, in a book he made to his friends, 18 not to
be credited, which was: that the Athenians having
found the ashes of his bones, did cast them up into
the air, as a device to stir up the noble men against
the people. And Phylarchus in his history (much
like unto the feigned subtilties of a tragedy) bringeth
in I cannot tell what Neocles and Demopolis, for
Themistocles’ sons, to move the readers with com-
passion. Howbeit no man is so simple, but will
judge it straight a very feigning and device. Dio-
dorus the cosmographer also in a book he hath
written of tombs and monuments saith, by conjec-
ture, rather than of any certain knowledge: that
alongst the haven of Pirzus, coming towards the
head of Alcimus, there is a foreland in form of an
elbow, within the which when they have doubled
the point, the sea is always calm, and there they
find a great and long foundation or base, upon the
which there is as it were the form of an altar, and
that is (saith he) Themistocles’ tomb. And he
supposeth that Plato the comical poet doth witness
it in these verses.

Thy grave is set and plac’t commodiously,
Where passengers and marchants that come by
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Honour May visit thee, and where it may regard
done to All such as seek that port to be their ward.
Themis- Sometimes also, it may rejoice to see

tocles The bloody fights upon the sea that be.
after his
death nd furth hose of Magnesia did iusti
n rthermore, those of Magnesia did institute
certain honours unto the issue of Themistocles,
which continue yet unto this day. And in
my time, another Themistocles also of
Athens did enjoy the same honours,
with whom I was familiarly
conversant in the house
of Ammonius the
philosopher.

THE END OF THEMISTOCLES’ LIFE



THE LI!FE OF
FURIUS CAMILLUS

Amoncst many great matters which are spoken
of this Furius Camillus, this seemeth most strange
and wonderful above the rest. That he having
borne the chiefest offices of charge in his country,
and having done many notable and worthy deeds
m the same: as one that was chosen five times
Dictator, and had triumphed four times, and had
won himself the name and title of the second
founder of Rome, and yet never came to be
Consul.  But the only cause thereof was, that
the common weal of Rome stood then in such
state and sort. The people were then at dissen-
sion with the Senate. They would choose no
more Consuls, but other kind of governors whom
they called Tribuni Militares : these did all things
with like power and authority as the Consuls, yet
were they nothing se odious unto the people, by
reason of the pumber that was of them. For it
was some hope to them that could ill bear the rule
of the small number of nobility, that the govern-
ment of the state being put into six, and not into
two officers’ hands, their rule would be the easier,
and tolerabler. Now Camillus being at that time
in his best credit and authority, and in the prime
and glory of his doings, did not desire to be made
53
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