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THE LIVES OF THE NOBLE

GREEKS AND ROMANS

The most of them compared together by that
grave learned Philosopher and Historio-

grapher Plutarch of Ch2ronea

THE LIFE OF

LYSANDER

In the treasury of the Ar..antbians, which is in the Lysan-
temple of Apollo at Ddphes, there is this inscrip- der's
tion: Brasidas, and the Acanthians, with the spoil image
of the Athenians. That inscripti, n ra#.koth many
men think, that the. image of stone that standeth
within the chamber by the door thereof, is the
image of Brasidas : howbeit in truth it is the lively
image of Lysander himself, made with a great bush
of hair, and a thick long beard after the old ancient
fashion. And where some say that the Argives,
after they were overcome and had lost a great
battell, did all of them shave themselves in token
and sign of common sorrow : and that the Laced_-
monians on the other side to shew the joy of their

I ictory, did let all their hairs grow, that is nottrue. No more than this is true which other do

I report of the Bacchiad_e: who being fled fromCorinth unto Lacedaemon, the Laced_'moniaas
found them so illfavouredly disguised and deformed,

v A



2 PLUTARCH'S LIVES

Lyaan- because their heads were all shaven, that thereupon
der's they had a desire to let their hair and beards grow.

kindred For that was one of the ordinances of Lycurgus,
who said that the long bush of hair, maketh them
that are naturally fair, the pleasanter to look upon :
and those that are ill favoured, more ugly and fear-
ful to see to. And furthermore, it is said that
Aristoclitus, the father of Lysander, was not of
the royal blood of the kings of Sparta, though he
came of the race of the Heraclids: and that his

son Lysander was very meanly and poorly brought
up, being as obedient to the laws and statutes of his
country, as any other man was, shewing himself
always very strong and constant against all vanity
and pleasure, saving only in matters of honour and
courtesy, which they offer unto those that deserve
well. For they think it no shame nor dishonesty
in Sparta, that the young men do suffer themselves
to be overcome with that delight and pleasure : but
do bring up their children, that from their youth
they would have them to have some taste and feel-
ing of honour, delighting to be praised, and sorry to
be discommended. For they make no account of
him that is not moved with the one nor the other,
but take him to be of a base cowardly nature, that
hath no manner of mind to do good. And there-
fore it is to be thought, that the ambition and stout-
ness that was bred in Lysander, proceeded of the
Laconical discipline and education he had, and not
*o much of his own nature. But indeed of his

own nature he was a right courtier, and could tell
how to entertain and flatter great states and nobility,
far better than the common manner of the natural

Spartans: and moreover for his private benefit, he
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could easily bear with the stoutness of greater men Lymmd_"

of authority than himself, which some judge to be _f.deSr__
a great point of wisdom, to know how to deal in
matters of state. Aristotle in a place where he
saith, that the greatest wits commonly are subject
unto melancholy, (as Socrates, Plato, and Hercules
were) wrlteth, that Lysander in his later age fell
into the melancholy disease, but not in his youth.
He had also this singular git_ above all other, that
in his poverty he always kept that honest modesty
with him, as he would never .be overcome nor cor-
rupted with gold nor silver: and yet he filled his
country with riches and covetousness, which lost
him the reputation he had won, because himself
made none account of riches nor getting. For
bringing store of gold and silver into his country
after he had overcome the Athenians, he reserved
not unto himself one drachma only. And further-
more, when Dionysius the tyrant of Syracusa had
on a time sent goodly rich gowns out of Sicilia to
his daughters: he refused them, saying, that he
was afraid such gowns would make them fouler.
Nevertheless, shortly after being sent ambassador
out of his country unto the same tyrant, Dionysius
sending him two gowns, praying him to choose
which of the two he would carry to his daughter :
he answered, that she herself could best choose
which was the fitter, and so carried both with him.
But now to come to his doings in warlike causes:
the wars of Peloponnesus fell out marvellous long.
For after the overthrow of the army which the
Athenians had sent into Sicilia, when every man
thought they had utterly lost all their force by
sea, and that by all conjecture they should soon
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_ after loose all by land also: Alcibiades returning
• from his exile to deal again in matters of the state,

Ephesus made an exceeding great change and alteration.
For he set the Athenians afloat again, and made
them as strong by sea as the Laced_emonians:
who thereupon began to quake for fear, and to
look eftsoons for a fresh war, perceiving that they
stood in need of a greater power, and of a better
captain than ever they had before. Whereupon
they made Lysander their admiral, who arriving
in the city of Ephesus, found them very well
affected towards him, and marvellous willing and
ready to take the Lacedzmonians' part: howbeit
otherwise in very poor state, and ready almost to
take up all the barbarous manners and fashions of
the Persians, because they did continually frequent
them, being environed round about with the country
of Lydia, where the king of Persia's captains were
ever resident. Wherefore, having planted his camp
there, he brought thither merchants' ships out of
all parts, and set up an arsenal or storehouse to
build galleys in : so that in short space, by oft re-
course of merchants that began to trade thither,
he quickened their havens, and set up their staple
again for the tratiic of merchandise, and filled every
private artificer's house with an honest trade to
make them rich by, so that ever after it grew in
continual hope to come unto that flourishing mate
and greatness, in the which we see it at this pre-
sent. Furthermore, Lysander being advertised that
Cyrus, one of the great king of Persia's sons,
come unto the city of Sardis, he went thither to
speak with him, and to complain of Tisaphernes:
who having commandment given him from the
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king to aid the Lacedzmonians, and to help to Lysander
expulse the Athenians, and to drive them from the tookbounty
sea, seemed to deal but coldly and faintly against fhor_ pay ofthem, for the favour he bare to Alcibiades. For,
in furnishing the Laced_emonians very scantly with soldiers
money, he was the cause that all their army by sea
went to wrack. Cyrus for his own part was very
glad that he heard complaints of Tisaphernes, and
that they spake against him : because he was an ill
man, and the rather for that he had himself a little
odd grudge to him. Wherefore he loved Lysander
marvellous well, as well for the complaints he made
of Tisaphernes, as also for the pleasure he took in
his company, because he was a man that could
wonderfully please and delight noble men: by
which means having won the favour of this young
prince, he did persuade, and also encourage him to
follow this war. And when Lysander was upon
his departure to take his leave of him, Cyrus feasted
him, and afterwards prayed him not to refuse the
offer of his liberality, and that was : that he would
freely ask him what he would, assuring him he should
not be denied anything. Whereunto Lysander an-
swered him: Sithence I see, Cyrus, you are so
willing to pleasure us, I beseech you and do also
counsel you then to increase the ordinary pay of
our mariners, one half penny a day: to the end
that where now they have but three half pence, they
may thenceforth receive two pence a day. Cyrus
was glad to hear Lysander's bounty, and the in-
crease that he would make, and caused ten thousand
daricks to be delivered him : by mean whereof he
added to the ordinary pay of the mariners, the in-
crease of a halfpenny a day. This liberality, within
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Lymm- few days after, emptied all their enemies' galleys of
der's their men. For, the most part of their mariners

*lofe_ and galley men went where they might have the
Atheai- best pay: and such as remained behind, became

by very dull, lazy, and seditious, dairy troubling their
sea captains and governors. Now, though Lylander

had drawn his enemies' men from them by this
policy, and had done this great hurt, yet he durst
not fight it out by sea, fearing the worthiness of
Alcibiades : who was a valiant man, and had greater
store of ships than he had, and besides that, was
never overcome by laud nor by sea, in any battell
where he was general. So it chanced, that Alci-
biades went out of the isle of Samos, unto the city
of Phocma, which standeth upon firm land directly
over against Samos, and leaving the whole charge
of his fleet in his absence, with Antiochus his pilot :
he being more hardy than wise, in scorn and deri-
sion of Lysander, went with two galleys only into
the haven of Ephesus, and went by the arsenal
(where all their ships lay in dock) with great noise
and laughing. This put Lysander in such a heat
and chafe, that first of all he put a few galleys to
the sea, and had him in chase with them. But
afterwards, perceiving that the other captains of
the Athenians came out one after another to the

mcue, he armed other galleys also : so that supply-
ing still with a few on either side, at length they came
to a main battell, which Lysander wan, and having
taken fifteen of their galleyh he set up a token of
triumph and victory. When the people at Athens
heard the news of this overthrow, they were ,o
angry with Alcibiades, that they discharged him
pre_tly of his charge : and the soldiers also that
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lay in camp in the isle of Samos, began to mislike Callicra-
him, and to speak ill of him. Whereupon he pre- tidas Ly-
sently left his camp, and went into the country of sander's8_essor
Cherronesus in Thracia. This battell was more

spoken of than there was cause, by reason of Alci-
blades' reputation. Furthermore, Lysander causing
the stoutest and boldest men of every city, above
the common sort, to come to Ephesus unto him:
laid there secret foundations of great change and
alteration, which he stablished afterwards in the
governments of cities. For he persuaded his pri-
vate friends to make tribes amongst themselves, to
win them friends, and to practise to get the rule of
their cities into their hands: promising them, that so
soon as the Athenians were overthrown, they them-
selves also should be delivered from subjection of
their people, and every one of them should bear
chief rule in their country. And this he per-
formed to them all, and made every one of them
prove his words true. For he preferred all them
that had been his old friends, unto the best offices
and charges: not sparing to do against all right
and reason, so that they were advanced by it.
And for this cause, every man came to take his
part, and they all sought and desired to gratify
and please him: hoping, that what great matter
soever fell out, they might assure themselves
that they should obtain it of him, when he came
to have the government in his own hands. And
therefore they nothing rejoiced at Callicratidas'
coming, who came to succeed him in the office of
the admiral: neither afterwards also, when they
saw by experience that he was as honest and just
a man as could be. Neither did they like his
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The spite manner of governing which was plain, and without

ofLe_rt ° any art or cunning. But they commended the
Callicra- perfection of his vertue, as they would have done

tidas the image of some demigod made after the old
fashion, which had been of singular beauty. But
in the meantime, they wished for Lysander, as
well for the tender love and goodwill he bare to
his friends and them, as also for the profit and
commodity they got by him. So when Lysander
took the seas to return home again, all they that
were in the camp, were as sorry as could be pos-
sible, insomuch as the tears stood in their eyes:
and he on the other side, studied to make them
worse affected unto Callicratidas. For amongst
many other things, he sent the rest of the money
back again to Sardis, which Cyrus had given him
to pay the mariners: saying, that Callicratidas
should go himself to ask it, if he would have
it, and find the means to entertain his men.
And lastly, when he was ready to embark, he
protested before all them that were present, that
he did deliver, leave, and assign over the army
into his hands, commanding all the sea. But Calli-
cratidas, to overcome his false ambition, and foul
boasting lie, answered him again, and said : If that
be true thou sayest, come then and deliver me the
galleys in the city of Miletus, as thou goest by,
before the isle of Samos : For sith thou commandeg
all the sea, we shall not need to fear our enemies

that are in Samos. Lysander thereto replied, that
the army was no more at his commandment, and
that he had the charge over them : and so departed
thence, taking his course directly unto Peloponnesus,
and left Callicrafida8 in great perplexity. For he
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had brought no money out of his country with him, Callicra-
neither would he compel the cities to furnish hinl tidas'
with any, seeing that they were at that time too patience
much troubled already. Then had he no other
way but to go to the lieutenants of the king of
Persia, to ask them money as Lysander had done.
But he was the unmeetest man for it that could be
possible : for he was of a noble and liberal nature,
and thought it less dishonour and reproach unto the
Grecians, to be overcome by other Grecians, than
to go flatter the barbarous people, and seek to them
that had gold and silver enough, but otherwise, no
goodness nor honesty. In the end notwithstanding,
making vertue of necessity, he took his journey
towards Lydia, and went directly to Cyrus' court :
where at his first coming he willed them to let him
understand, that Callicratidas the admiral of the
Lacedzmonians would speak with him. One of
the soldiers that warded at the gate, told him : My
friend, sir stranger, Cyrus is not at leisure now, for
he is set at dinner. Callicraddas answered plainly
again: No force, I will tarry here till he have
dined. The barbarous Persians hearing this, took
him for some plain lout, and so he went his way
the first time with a mock at their hands. But the
second time when they would not let him come in
at the gate, he fell in a rage, and returned back (as
he came) to the city of Ephesus, cursing and ban-
ning them that at the first had so much imbased
themselves, as to go sue to the barbarous people,
teaching them to be proud and stately for their
goods and riches: swearing before them all that
were present, that so soon as he came to Sparta
again, he would do all that he could Imsaible to
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Lymmder pacify the Grecians, and set them at peace one
cratt_aad with another, to the end they might be fearful to

d_:eitful the barbarous people, and aim that they should
meddle with them _o more, nor need their aid to
destroy one another. But Callicratidas having the
noble heart of a Spartan, and being to be compared
in justice, valiancy, and greatness of courage, with
the most excellent Grecians in his time, died
shortly after in a battell by sea, which he lost upon
the isles Arginuses. Wherefore, the confeder-
ates of the Laced_emonians seeing that their state
was in declining, they altogether sent an ambassade
unto Sparta, by whom they made request to the
council, that they would send Lysander again for
their admiral: promising that they would do all
things with better courage and goodwill under his
conduction, than they would under any other cap-
tain they could send them. So much did Cyrus
also write unto them. But because there was an

express law forbidding that one man should be
twice admiral, and besides, they being willing to
grant the request of their confederates, made one
Aracus their admiral, but in effect gave Lysander
the whole authority of all things. Who was mar-
vellous welcome unto them, and specially unto the
heads and rulers of cities, which long before had
wished for his coming: because that by his means
they hoped to make their authority greater, and
altogether to take away the authority from the
people. But they that loved plain dealing and
open magnanimity in the manners of a governor
and general, when they came to compare Lysander
with Callicratidas, they found that Lysander had
a fine subtile head, and did more in wars with his
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policy and suhtilty, than by any other means. His
And moreover, that he esteemed justice, when it wicked
fell out profitable : and took profit for justice and dissem-bliog and
honesty, not thinking that plain dealing was of double
better force than craft, but measuring the value of dealing
the one and the other, by the profit that came out
of them, and mocking of them that said that the
race of Hercules should not make wars with craft

and subtilty. For said he, when the lion's skin
will not serve, we must help it with the case of a
fox. And hereunto agreeth that, which they write
he did in the city of Miletus. For his friends and
familiars to whom he had promised aid for destruc-
tion of the people's authority, and to drive their
enemies out of the city: they having changed their
minds, and being reconciled unto their adversaries,
he openly made great shew of gladness, and seemed
a8 though he would help to agree them together:
hut secretly being alone, he took them up sharply,
and told them that they were cowards to do it, and
did procure them to the contrary, to set upon the
people. And then when he understood that there
was commotion among them in the city, he ran
thither suddenly as it were to appease it. But when
he was also come into the city, the first he met
with of them that would alter the state of govern-
meat, and take the authority from the people, he
fell out withal, and gave them rough words, com-
manding with extremity that they should follow
him, as though he would have done some great
punishment. And again, meeting with them on
the contrary part, he willed them also that they
should not be afraid, nor doubt that any man
should do them hurt where he was. This was a
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Lysander wicked and malicious practice of him, to stay the
regarded chiefest of them that were most affected to the

no per- popular faction, to the end that afterwards he might
jury put them all to death, as he did. For they that

trusting to his words remained quiet in the city
were all put to death. Moreover, AndroclidaJ
touching this matter, hath left in writing that which
Lysander was wont to say : by the which it appear-
eth, that he made very little reckoning to be per-
jured. For he said, that children should be
deceived with the play of kayles, and men with
oaths of men, following therein Polycrates, the
tyrant of Samos, but without reason : for he was
a lawful captain, and the other a violent usurper of
tyrannical power. Furthermore, it was not done
like a true Laconian, to behave himself towards
the gods none otherwise, than towards men, but
rather worse, and more injuriously. For he that
deceiveth his enemy, and breaketh his oath to him:
sheweth plainly that he feareth him, but that he
careth not for God. Cyrus therefore having sent
for Lysander to come to Sardis to him, gave him
money largely, and promised him more : and be-
cause he would more honourably shew the good-
will he had to gratify him, told him, that if the
king his father would give him nothing, yet he
would give him of his own. And filthermore,
when all other means failed to help him with
money, that rather than he should lack, he would
melt his own chair to make money of (which he
sat in when he gave audience in matters of justice)
being altogether of gold and silver. And to be
short, when he was going into Media to the king
his father, he gave Lysander power to receive the
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taxes and ordinary tributes of the cities under his Lyaan-
government, and made him lieutenant of all his dot's acts
country. And lastly, bidding him farewell, prayed by sea
him that he would not give battell by sea unto the
Athenians, until he returned from the court: and
that before his coming again he would have autho-
rity to levy a great number of ships, as well out of
Phoenicia, as out of Cilicia. Wherefore whilst
Cyrus was in his journey, Lysander not being able
to fight with his enemies with like number of ships,
nor also to lie still and do nothing with so good a
number of galleys, went and scoured the seas, where
he took certain lands, and robbed also YEgina and
Salamis. From thence he went and landed on the

firm land in the country of Attica, and did his duty
there unto Agis king of Laced_cmonia, who came
purposely from the fort of Decelea to the seaside
to see him, because their army by land also should
see what power they had by sea, and how it ruled
more by sea than they would. Nevertheless, being
advertised that the fleet of the Athenians followed

hard after him, he took another course to fly hack
again into Asia by the isles: and returning again,
found all the country of Hellespont without men
of war. 8o he laid siege before the city of
Lampsacus, and did assault it with his galleys by
sea: and Thorax being come thither also at the
self same time in great haste with his army by land,
gave the assault on his side. Thus was the city
taken by force, which Lysander left to the spoil of
the soldiers. Now in the meantime the fleet of the
Athenians (which w_asa hundred and four score
sail) came to an anker before the city of Ela_us, in
the country of Cherrouesus : and news being brought
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Lysan- them that the city of Lampsacu8 was taken, they
der'scraft came with all speed possible unto the city of Sestos,
in marine where getting fresh cares and victuals, they coasted

fight all alongst the coast unto a certain place called the
Goat's River, directly over against the fleet of their
enemies, which lay yet at anker before the city
of Lampsacus. Now there was a captain of the
Athenians amongst other called Philocles, he that
persuaded the Athenians to cut off the prisoners'
thumbs of their right hands that were taken in the
wars, to the end they should no more handle the
pike, but only serve to pull the ower. Both the one
and the other rested that day, hoping to have battell
without fail the next morning. But Lysander
having another meaning with him, commanded the
maisters and mariners notwithstanding, that they
should have their galleys ready to give battell the
next morning by break of day, because every man
should get aboard betimes, and should keep them-
selves in order of battell, making no noise at all,
attending what he would command them: and
further, made the army by land also to be ranged
in battell ray, by the seaside. The next morning
at sun rising, the Athenians began to row with all
their galleys set in order of battell in a front. But
Lysander, though he had his ships in order to
fight, the prores lying towards the enemies before
day, rowed not for all that against them, but send-
ing out pinnaces unto the first galleys, commanded
them straightly that they should not stir at all, but
keep themselves in order, making no noise, nor
rowing against the enemy. Though the Athenians
also were retired in the night, he would give the
soldiers leave to come to land out of the galleys,
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before he had sent first two or three galleys to Alci-
descry the fleet of his enemies : who brought him blades'
word that they had seen the Athenians take land. good
The next morning they did the like, the third day, advice
and the fourth also all in one sort: so that the
Athenians began to be bold of themselves, and to
despise their enemies, imagining they lay thus close
for fear of them, and durst not come forward. In
the meantime, Alcibiades (who lay at that time in
the country of Cherronesus, in certain places which
he had conquered) came riding to the camp of the
Athenians, to tell the captains and generals of the
army, the great faults they committed. First, for
that they had cast anker, and kept their ships in
an open place, where there was no manner of suc-
cour, nor harbour to retire unto upon any storm:
and worst of all, because that they were to fetch
their victuals far off, at the city of Sestos, unto
which haven they should rather draw themselves,
considering that they had but a little way to go,
and also that they should have the city to back
them, which would furnish them with all things
necessary: and beside that, they should be further
off from their enemies, which were governed by
one general only that did command them all, and
were so well trained, that at a whistle they were
ready straight to execute his commandment. Alci-
biades' persuasions to these captains of the Athenians
were not only misliked, but furthermore there was
one called Tydeus, that answered him very lewdly:
that he had nothing to do to command the army,
but other that had the charge of them. Alcibiades
mistrusting thereby some treason, quietly went his
way. The fifth day, the Athenians having made the
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A copper same countenance topresent battell unto their enemies,
targ_Kft and retiringthesamenightasofcustomveryneg-

up, the ligently, and in ill order, as men that made no
toga of reckoning of their enemies: Lysander sent againthe battell

certain galliots to descry them, commanding the
captains of the same, that when they perceived the
Athenians had left their galleys and taken land,
they should then return back with all possible
speed they could, and being midway over the
straits, that they should lift up a copper target into
the air, upon the top of a pike in the foredeck, for
a sign to make all the whole fleet to row in hatte}l.
Now Lysander himself in the meantime went in
person from galley to galley, persuading and exhort°
mg every captain that they should put their galliots,
mariners, and soldiers in good readiness, to the end
that when the sign should be lifted up, they should
row with all their might in battell against the
enemies. Wherefore, so soon as the copper target
was set up in the air, and that Lysander had made
his trumpet sound out of the admiral, for a token to
hale out into the sea ; the galleys immediately began
to row for life in envy one of another, and the
footmen that were upon the land, ran with speed
also to the top of a high cliff near unto the sea,
to see what would be the end of his fight, because
the distance from one side to the other in that place
was not fully two miles, which they had soon cut
over, and in a little space, through the great dili-
gence and force of rowing with their owers. So
Conon the chief captain of the Atheniani Perceiv-
ing from the shore this great fleet coming with a
full force to assault them : he then cried out to the

soldiers that they should run to their ships, and
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being in a rage to see things in this danger, called Lyuw
some by their names, others he entreated, and the der'e
rest he compelled to take their galleys. But all victory ofthe Athe-
his diligence was to no purpose, because the so]diets aians
were wholly scattered here and there. For so
soon as they were set a-land out of their galleys at
their return, some went to buy provision, other went
a-walking in the fields, some were set at supper in
their cabins, and other were laid down to sleep,
nothing mistrusting that which happened to them,
through their captain's ignorance and lack of ex-
perience. But when the enemies were ready to
join and fall upon them with great cries and noise
of oars, Cohort having eight galleys, stale secretly
out of the fleet, and flying unto Euagoras, saved
himself in the Isle of Cyprus. In the meantime,
the Peloponnesians falling upon the other galleys,
took some of them empty, and brake the others as
the soldiers began to come aboard upon them.
And as for the men, some were slain by their ships
as they ran unto them like naked men without
weapon, and out of order, thinking to have saved
themselves : other were killed in flying, because the
enemies landed and had them in chase. And there

were taken alive of them, three thousand prisoners
with the captains. Lysander moreover took all the
whole fleet of their ships, the holy galley excepted
called Paralos, and the eight that fled with Cohort :
and after he had destroyed all the camp of the
Athenians, he fastened the galleys that were taken,
unto the keel of his galleys, and returned with
songs of triumph, with the sound of flutes and
hoboya, towards the city of Lampsacus, having
won a great victory with little labour, and had cat

V B
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Aroma- off in a small time, the long continuing and most
• goras' diverse war that ever was, and had brought forth

op2mon ol so many sundry strange events of fortune, as are un-
the stars credible. For there had been infinite barrels fought

both by sea and land, and had altered many sundry
times, and there was slain at that time more cap-
tains, thau in all the other wars of Greece together :
all which were at the length brought to end and
determined, by the good wisdom and conduction of
one only man. And therefore some thought, that
this great overthrow was given by the gods, and
said : That at the departure of Lysander's fleet out
of the haven of Lampsacus, to go set upon the fleet
of the enemies, they perceived over Lysander's
galley the two fires, which they call the stars of
Castor and Pollux : the one on the one side of the

galley, and the other on the other side. They say
also, that the fall of the stone was a token, that did
signify this great overthrow. For about that time,
(as many hold opinion) there fell out of the air a
marvellous great stone, in the place they call the
Goat's River, which stone is seen yet unto this
day, holden in great reverence by the inhabitants of
the city of Cherronesus. It is said also, that Anaxa-
goras did prognosticate, that one of the bodies tied
unto the vault of the heaven, should be pluckt
away, and should fall to the ground by a sliding
and shaking that should happen. For he said, that
the stars were not in their proper place where they
were first created, considering that they were heavy
bodies, and of the nature of stone: howbeit that
they did shine by reflection of the fire elementary,
and had been drawn up thither by force, where
they were kept by the great violence of the circular
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motion of the element, even as at the beginning of What

the world they had been stayed and let from falling _r_l_e
down beneath, at that time when the separation was
made of the cold and heavy bodies, from the other
lubstance of the universal world. There is another

opinion of certain philosophers, where there is more
likelihood than in that. For they say, that those
which we call falling stars, be no fluxions nor
derivations of the fire elementary, which are put
out in the air, in a manner 8o soon as they be
lighted: nor also an inflammation or combustion
of any part of the air, which by her too overmuch
quantity doth spread upwards : but they are celestial
bodies, which by some slackness of strength, or fall-
ing from the ordinary course of heaven, are thrown
and calt down here beneath, not always in any part
of the earth inhabited, but more ofter abroad in the
great ocean sea, which is the cause that we do not
see them. Notwithstanding, Anaxagoras' words
are confirmed by Dalmachus, who writeth in his
book of religion, that the space of threescore and
fifteen years together, before that this stone did fall,
they saw a great lump of fire continually in the air
like a cloud inflamed, the which tarried not in any
one place, but went and came with divers broken
removings, by the driving whereof there came out
lighmings of fire that fell in many places, and gave
light in falling, as the stars do that fall. In the
end, when this great body of fire fell in that part
of the earth, the inhabitant_ of the country, after
that they were a little boldened from their fear
and wonder, came to the place to see what it
was : and they found no manner of shew or appear-
aace of fire : but only a very great stone lying upon
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PhilterS' the ground, but nothing in comparison of the least
con- part of that which the compass of this body of fire

ahmqp' did shew, if we may so name it. Sure herein,
Daimachus' words had need of favourable hearers.

But again if they be true, then he utterly confuteth
• their arguments, that maintain that it was a piece

of a rock, which the force of a boisterous wind did
tear from the top of a mountain, and carried in the
air, so long as this whirlwind continued: but so

i soon as was again, stone
that down, and calm the

i fell immediately. Neither do we say that this light-
ning body, which appeared so many dayB in the
element, was very fire indeed, which coming to dis-
solve and to be put out, did beget this violent storm
and boisterous wind in the element, that had the
force to tear the stone in sunder, and to cast it
down. Nevertheless, this matter requireth better
discourse in some other book than this. But now

to our story. When the three thousand Athenians
that were taken prisoners at that overthrow, were
condemned by the council to be put to death:
Lysander calling Philocles, one of the captain, of
the Athenians, asked him what pain he would
judge him worthy of, that gave the citizens so
cruel and wicked coun_'d. Philocles being nothing
abashed to see himself in that misery, answered him,
Accuse not them that have no judge to hear their
came : but since the gods have given thee grace to

; be conqueror, do with us, as we would have done
! with thee, if we had overcome thee. When he had

said so, he went to wash himself, and then put olaai
fair cloak upon him, as if he should have gone to
some feast : and went lustily the foremmt man to
execution, leading his countrymen the way, u
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Theophrastus writeth. After this done, Lysander Lyau-
with all his fleet went by all the cities of the sea- dm"s
coast, where he commanded so many Athenians as gov¢_
he found, that they should get them to Athens, nora
letting them understand that he would not pardon a
man of them, but put them all to death as many as
he found out of their city. And this he did o£
policy to bring them all within the precinct of the
wall of Athens, because he might so much the
sooner famish them for lack of victuals : for other-

wise they would have troubled him sore, if they
had had wherewithal to have maintained a long
siege. But in all the cities as he passed by, if they
were governed by the authority of the people, or if
that there were any other kind of government, he
left in every one of them a Laced,_monian captain
or governor, with a council of ten o_icers, of them
that had bin before in league and amity with him :
the which he did as well in the cities that had ever
been confederates and friends unto the Lacedr.-

monians, as in them that not long before had bin
their enemies. So he went sailing all alungst the
coasts, fair and softly making no haste, stablishing
in manner a general principality over all Greece. For
he did not make them officers that were the richest,
the noblest, or honeatest men, but such as were hie
friends, out of those tribes which he had placed in
every city : and to them he gave authority to
punish, and reward such as they hked of, and would
be present himself in person to help them to put
those to death, whom they would execute, or other-
wise expulse or banish their country. But this
gave the Grecians small hope of good or gracious
government under the rule of the Lacedz'monians.
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betel'ore,me thinks that Thcopompus the comicalpoet doted, when he compared the Lacedzmonians,
nots unto taverners, saying: That they had given the

Grecians a taste of the sweet drink of liberty, and
that afterwards they had mingled it with vinegar.
For, the taste they gave the Grecians of their
government from the beginning, was very sharp unto
them : because Lysander took the rule and authority
of government out of the people's hands, and gave
it unto a few of the boldest and most seditious men

in every city. Thus having spent a great time in
this voyage, to make these alt_atioas : he sent news
before to Laced_mon, that he was coming with two
hundred sail. I-Ie stroke also wkh the kings Agis
and Pausanias, in the country of Attica, persuading
himself that he should win the city of Athens at
the first assault. Bat when he saw his expectation
failed, and that the Athenians did valiantly resist
him : he returned once again with his fleet into Asia,
where he made an end of changing and altering the
manner of government through every city in equal
manner, stablishing a council of ten officers only in
every one of them, and putting everywhere many
citizens to death, and banishing many also. Among
others, he drave all the Samians out of their country,
and restored again all them that had been banished
before : and the city of Sestos also, being yet in the
Athenians' hands, he took it from them. And
furthermore, he would not suffer 'the natural Ses-

,. tians to dweU there, but drave them away, and
gave their city, their houses, and lands, unto ship

( malsters, officers of galleys, and galley slaves, that
had been in the wars with him. But therein the

, Laced_emonians were against him, and this was the
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first thing that they did forbid him : for they restored The
the Sesdans, against his will, unto their lands and Atlm-.

goods again. But as the Grecians were very much y_dup
offended, to see the pans Lysander played : so were Athens
they all very glad again, to see these others which unto Ly-
he aherwards did. For he restored the 2F_,ginetessander
again to their lands and houses, who had been put
from them a long time. He restored also the
Melians, and the Scion_eans to their lands again,
which the Athenians had gotten from them, and
drave out the Athenians. Furthermore, Lysander
being advertised, that the citizens and inhabitants of
Athens were pinched sore for lack of victuals, he re-
turned again, and came into the haven of Pimus: by
means whereof he kept the city so strait, that he
made them yield upon such conditions as he himself
would. Howbeit there are certain Laced_monians

that say, Lysander wrote unto the Ephors : The
city of Athens is taken. And that the Ephori
wrote again unto him : It is well that it is taken.
But this is but a tale devised to make the matter

_em better : for indeed the capituhtions which the
Ephofi sent unto him, were these. The Lords of
the council of Lacedaemon have thus decreed : That
ye do rase the fortification of the haven of Pirzus.
That ye do overthrow also the long wall that joineth
the haven to the city. That ye yield up and redeliver
all the cities which ye do hold, and content your
selves with your lives and country only. This doing,
ye shall have peace, so that ye perform our demands.
That ye shall receive those which are banished and
for the number of ships, ye shall dispose of them as
we shall will you. The Athenians agreed unto the
articles contained in that bill, following the counsel
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A notable of Theramenes, the son of Hagnon. Who when a
•-yi_ young orator called Cleomenes, did openly ask him

in anger, If he were so bold to dare to do, or say,
anything contrary unto that, which Themistocles
had done before time, to anent unto the Lacedae-
monians, that the wall which he built in despite of
them, should by their commandment now be rased :
he answered him openly again, Young man, my
friend, I do nothing contrary to Themistocles'
doings. For like as he heretofore did build the
wall, for the safety and benefit of all the citizens
and people that were in Athens at that time : even
so do we that are here now, for the self same cause
pluck it down and raze it. And if it be true that
walls do make cities happy, then it must needs
follow that the city of Sparta which never had any
walls, should be the unfortunatest of all other. So
Lysander having received all the Athenians' ships
but twelve, and the walls of the city also to use them
at his pleasure : on the sixteenth day of March (on
which day in old time the Athenians had won the
battell by sea, within the strait of Salamis, against
the king of Persia) he counselled them straight to
change the form of their government. The people
could not brook that motion, and were marvellously
offended withal. Whereupon Lysander sent to de-
clare unto them, that they had broken the articles of
the peace made between them, for that their walls
were yet standing, the ten days being expired in
which they had promised to overthrow them : and
therefore that he would once again refer it to the de-
termination of the council, how they should be used,
that had broken the articles and covenants of the first

peace. Other say, that immediately he referred it
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unto the deliberation of the council of their coafede- Eriaa-

rates, that is to say : whether they should altogether tiros' cruel
destroy the city, and make the inhabitants thereof, advi_ea/ast
slaves and bondmen, or no. In this council, it is _ Arise-
reported that there was a Theban called Erianthus, alums
whose opinion was, that they should utterly raze the
city, and make the country a desert : so that it should
never after serve for other thing, but for pasturage of
beasts. But during this diet and council, there was
a banquet made, whereunto all the captains and chief
officers of the army being bidden, there was a Pho-
clan, a singer of songs, that sang the entry of the
chorus to the tragedy of Electra, made by the poet
Euripides, which began in this son :

Electra noble Dame, and daughter to a king :
Even Agamemnon, king of Greece, whose fame sowide

did ring.
I come now to your courts, which lie both wide and

W_te,

By spoil of wars depopulate, destroyed, and disgraced.

These words moved all the hearers with compas-
sion, so that the most part of them thought it were
too great a sin to destroy so noble a city, which
brought forth so many famous wise men, and great
persons. Wherefore Lysander, when the Athe-
nians had submitted themselves altogether to his
will, caused all the women-players of pipes or
shalms to come out of the city, and gathered all
those together which he had in his own camp also,
and with the sound of their instruments he made

the walls and fortifications of the city of Athens
to be pulled down to the very ground, and set all
their galleys on fire, and burnt them in the pre-
sence of the confederates of the Lacedsemoaians,
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Lyamader who danced and played in the mean season with
ov¢¢- garlands of flowers on their heads, in token that

threw the that day was a beginning of their full and perfectwalls of
the Athe- liberty. Immediately after he changed also the

nians state of the government, establishing a council of
thirty magistrates in the city, and other ten also in
the haven of Pir_eus, having all equal and like autho-
rity: and therewithal made Callibius a gentleman
of Sparta captain of the castle there, and left a
good garrison of the Lacedzmonians with him.
This Callibius one day lift up his staff he had in
his hand to strike Autolycus withal, a strong made
man to wrestle: whereupon Xenophon the philo-
s.opher made his book in old time, called Con-
sawum. But Autolycus that was a cunning
wrestler, having all the sleights of wrestling,
suddenly tripped Callibius with his leg, and lifting
him up at the arms end, cast him to the wound.
Howbeit Lysander was not angry with Autolycus
for it, but reproved Callibius, telling him that he
should have remembered (if he had been wise)
that he had the government over free men, and
not of bond men. Notwithstanding, shortly after
the thirty governors of the city, to satisfy Callibius,
put this Autolycus to death. When Lysander
had done all these things, he took sea again, and
went into the country of Thrace, and sent by
Gylippus before unto Sparta (who had been cap-
tain and general of the Syracusans in Sicilia) all
the gold and silver that was left in his hands, with
all the presents besides which had been privately
given him, and with the crowns also that had been
presented him : which were marvellous in number,
as it is to be thought, for that many came to pre-
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sent him, considering the great power he had, and Oyliplms
that in manner he was chief and sole prince of all

robl_d

Greece. This Oylippus did rip the seams of _P_te of
every bag in the bottom where the money was, and money he
took a good sum outofevery of them : and afterwards carried to
sowed them up again, not thinking that there had Sparta
been a border upon every bag, upon the which was
declared, the number and kinds of gold and silver
that were therein. Now when he was come to

Sparta, he hid the money he had stolen under the
house eavings, and went and delivered the bags he
had brought into the hands of the Ephori, shewing
them Lysander's seal, which he had set to every
one of them. The Ephori hating opened the bags,
and told the money, found that the sum agreed not
with the borders of the contents: and yet could
not tell where the fault was. But a servant of

Gylippus told them in dark words, saying: That
under the tiles of his maister's house there lay a
great number of owls. Now the greatest part of
the coin of gold and silver which was current
through Greece, was stamped with the mark of
an owl, by reason of the Athenians. Thus
Gylippus after so many noble exploits done in
wars, committing so shameful and vile a deed, was
banished out of his country of Laced_emonia. But
the wisest men of Sparta, and of deepest judgement,
fearing the power of gold and silver, and seeing by
proof of Oylippus' doings, that it had such Power
to make one of their chiefest men to fall through
covetousness: they greatly blamed Lysander for
bringing of it into Lacedaemon, beseeching the
Ephori that they would send all this gold and
silver out of Sparta, as a plague, provocation, and
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The _ wicked bait, to make them do evil: declaring unto

_Y_I_ them, that they should use no other money, but
• their own only. Whereupon they referred all to

monm the wisdom and determination of the council.

Theopompus writeth, that Sciraphidas was he that
did move the council of the Ephori in it. How-
beit Ephorus calleth him Phlogidas, who was the
first that spake against it in the council, that they
should not admit, nor receive into the city of
Sparta, any money of gold or silver: but should
only content themselves with their own country iron
coin, the which fir_ of all, coming from the fire red-
hot, was quenched with vinegar, to the end they
should be forged no more, nor employed unto any
other use. For it was so eager and brittle by
means of this temper, that they could no more
convert it to any other purpose : and be_ide, it was
very heavy and unhandsome to remove, comd_tering
that a great heap and quantity of it, was but of
small value. And it 6eemeth they did use of old
time, certain little iron money, and in some places
copper money, called Obtlisci, from whence the
small pieces of money now extant are called 0bo//_
whereof six make a Drachma, so termed, for that

it was as much as the hand could grill. Neverthe-
less, at the earnest suit of Lysander s friends that
stood against it, and held hard with him: it was
decreed in the council, that the money should
remain in the city, and ordained that it should be
current only but for the affairs of the common-
wealth. And if it were found, that any private
man did either lock up, or keep any money, that
he should suffer death for it : as if Lycurgus when
he made his laws, feared gold and silver, and not
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the covetousness and avarice which the gold and The
silver bringeth with it. The which was not taken cause of
away so much, prohibiting private men to have it : .di_rma
as it was engendred only by a toleration of getting common.
it. For, the profit which they saw it brought weal
withal, made it to be esteemed and desired.
For it was unpossible they should despise a thing
privately for unprofitable, which they saw reckoned
of commonly, as a thing very necessary : and that
they should think it would not serve their turn
privately, seeing it so commonly esteemed and
desired. But we are rather to think, that private
men's manners are conformed according to the
common uses and customs of cities : than that the

faults and vices of private men do fill cities and
common weals with ill qualities. And it is more
likely, that the parts are marred and corrupted with
an infection of the whole, when it falleth out ill :
than that the parts corrupted should draw the whole
unto corruption. For to the contrary, the faults of
a part destroyed, which might be prejudicial unto
the whole, are oftentimes redressed and corrected
by the other parts, whole and entire. But they
that took this resolution in their council at that
time, to have money in the commonwealth : made
fear of punishment, and of the law, to be the out-
ward watchmen of citizens' houses, tO keep that
no money should come into them. But all this
while they made no inward provision, to keep
the entry of their souls from all passion and greedy
desires of money: but to the contrary, they made
them all to have a covetous desire to be rich, as
if it were a great and honourable thing. But for
that we have heretofore in otlier places reproved
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Llmu-the Lacedzmonians. And moreover Lysander
der's caused a statue of brass to be made like himself of

lumoum the spoil he had gotten of the enemies, to set it up
and pride in the city of Delphes, and for every private cap-

rain of the galleys in like case : and the two stars of
Castor and Pollux in gold besides, which vanished
away a little before the battell of Leuctra, and no
man knew what became of them. Again, in the
chamber of the treasury of Brasidas, and of the
Acanthians, there was also a galley made of gold
and ivory, of two cubits long, which Cyrus sent
unto him after the victory he had won by sea, of
the Athenians. And furthermore, Adexandrides
the historiographer born at Delphes, writeth, that
the self same Lysander had left there to be kept
mfe, a talent of silver, two-and=ffty Minas, and
eleven pieces of gold called Stateree. But all this
accordeth not with that which all the other hi,-

toriographers write, agreeing of his poverty. But
Lysander being aloft then, and of greater power
than ever any Grecian was before him: carried
a greater port and countenance than became his
ability. For, as Duffs writeth, he was the first
of the Grecian_ unto whom they did ever erect
any altars, and offer sacrifice unto as a god, and
in honour of whom they did first _ng any hymns :
and at this day there ia yet good memory of one
which began in this manner :

The noble captain's praise we mean to celebrate
Of Greece: that land which is divine in every kind of

state.

Even he, which wa* both born, and brought to high
It_nolrn_

Within the noblewealthy wallsof Sptt-_ stately town.
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The Samians by public decree ordained, that the Lys_-
feasts of Juno, which were called in their city der's sm-
Her_a, should be called Lysandreia. Lysander bitioa,pride, am1
had ever one Choerilus a Spartan poet about him, cruelty
to write and set forth all his doings in verse. An-
other poet called Antilochus, one day made certain
verses in his praise: which pleased him so well,
that he gave him his hat full of silver. There
were two other poets, Antimachus Colophonian,
and Niceratus born at Heraclea, which did both
write verses to honour him, striving whether of
them should do best. Lysander judged the crown
and victory unto Niceratus: wherewith Antimachus
was so angry, that he razed out all that he had
written of him. But Plato who at that time was
young, and loved Antimachas because he was an
excellent poet, did comfort him, and told him that
ignorance did blind the understanding of the igno-
rant, as blindness doth the sight of the blind.
Aristonous an excellent player of the citers, and
one that had six times won the prizes of the
Pythian games: to _n Lysander's favour, pro-
mised him, that ff ever he wan the prize of his
art again, he would cause himseff to be prochimed
Lysander's slave. This ambition of Lysander was
very odious and grievous, only unto great persons,
and men of his estate : but besides his ambition, in
the end he became very proud and cruel, through
the flatteries of his followers, and them that courted
him: so that he exceeded in recompensing his
friends, as also in punishing of his enemies. For,
to gratify his friends and familiars, he gave them
absolute power and authority of life and death in
theirtowns and cities: and to pacifyand appease
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Lyamatler his anger where he once hated, there wan no other
brake way but death, without all possibility of pardon.

his word And that he plainly shewed afterwards in the city
anti oath of Miletus, where, fearing lest they would fly that

took part with the people, and because he would
have them appear that hid themselves : he gave his
word, and sware that he would do them no hurt
at all. The poor men gave credit to his word.
But so soon as they came out, and did appear, he
delivered them all into the hands of their adver-

saries, (which were the chiefest of the nobility) to
put them all to death : and they were no less than
eight hundred men one with another. He caused
great murders of people also to be done in other
cities : for he did not only put them to death that
had privately offended him, but numbers besides,
only to satisfy and revenge the private quarrels,
enmities and covetousness of his friends, whom he
had in every place. And therefore was Eteocles
Laced_monian greatly commended for his saying:
That Greece could not abide two Lyaanders.
Theophrastus writeth also, that the very like was
spoken of Alcibiades by Archestratus. Howbeit
in Alcibiades there was nothing but his insolency
and vainglory that men misliked : but in Lysander,
a severe nature, and sharp conditionh that made his
power fearful and intolerable. Nevertbele_, the
Lacedzmonians passed over all other complaints
exhibited against him : saving when they heard the
complaints of Pharnabazus, who purposely sent am-
bassadors unto them, to complain of the wrongs
and injuries Lysander had done him, spoiling and
destroying the country under his government. Then
the Ephori being offended with him, clapped ap
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Thorax in prh_n, one of his friends and captains The
that had served under him: and finding that he
had both gold and silver in his house _rary to m.,,,_
the law, put him to death. And to himself they _-
sent immediately that which they call Sc3ta/a, (as it is
who would say, the scroll written upon a round
staff') commanding him that he should return im-
mediately upon receipt thereof. The Scytala is
in this sort. When the Ephori do send a general,
or an admiral to the wars, they cause two little
round staves to be made of the like bigness and
length, of which the Ephori do keep the one, and
the other they give to him whom they send to the
wars. These two little staves they call Scytals.
Now when they will advertise their general secretly
of matters of importance, they take a scroll of
parchment, long and narrow like a leather thong,
and wreath it about the round staff, leaving no void
space between the knots of the scroll. Afterwards
when they have bound them fast together, then
they write upon the parchment thus rolled what
they will, and when they have done writing, unfold
it, and send it to their general, who cannot else
possibly read it to know what is written, (because
the letters are not joined together, nor follow in
order, but are scattered here and there) until he
take his little roll of wood which was given him at
his departure. And then wreathing the scroll of
parchment about it which he receiveth, the folding
and wreaths of the parchment falling just into the
self same phce as they were first folded, the letters
also come to join one with another, as they ought
to do. This little scroll of parchment also is called
as the roll of wood, Scytala, even as we commonly

v c
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.ymmd_r see in many places that the thing measured, is also
osrrk_la called by the name of the measure. When this

l_ers parchmem scroll was brought unto Lysander, who
_ffwas then in the country of Hellespont, he was mar-

vellously troubled withal, fearing above all other !
things the accu6ations of Pharnabazus : so he sought
means to speak with him before he departed, hoping
thereby to make his peace with him. When they
were together, Lysander prayed him he would
write another letter unto the Lords of Sparta, con-
trary to his fir_a_ how that he had done him no
hurt at all, and that he had no cause to complain
of him: but he did not remember that he was

a Cretan, {as the common proverb sayeth) that
could deceive another Cretan. For Phamabazus
having promised him that he would perform his
desire, wrote a letter openly, purporting the effect
of Lysander's request : but behind he had another
of contrary effect, so like on the outside unto the
other, that by sight no man could discern the one
from the other. And when he came to put his
seal, he changed the first with the last that was
hidden, and gave it him. When Lysander came
unto Sparta, he went as the manner i8, straight to
the palace where the Senate kept, and gave his i
letters unto the Ephors, thinking that by them he
should have been cleared from all danger of the
greatest accusations they could have hardened him
withal: because that Pharnabazus was very well
thought on of the Lords of Lacedaemonia, for that
he did ever shew himself willing and ready to help
them in all their wars, more than any other of the
king's lieutenants of Persia. The Ephori having
read this letter, they shewed it unto him. Then
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did Lysander plainly see, that the common proverb He

was true, oetlt_A_%bThat Ulysses was not subtile alone.

Thereupon he went home to his house marvel-
loasly troubled. But within few days after return-
ing to the palace again to speak with the Lords of
the Council, he told them that he must needs make
a voyage unto the temple of Jupiter Ammon, to
discharge certain sacrifices which he had vowed
and promised to him before he had won the battels.
Some say, that indeed Jupiter Ammon appeared to
him in a dream as he did besiege the city of the
Aphyueans, in the country of Thrace, and that by
his commandment he raised the siege, and charged
them of the city, that they should thank Jupiter
Ammon, and do sacrifice unto him: by reason
whereof, they think that he meant good faith, when
he sued for licence to make this voyage into Libya,
to perform the vows which he had made. But the
mast part did certainly believe that he made suit to
go this journey, for a cloak and colour only to
abw.nt himself, because he feared the Ephor,, and
that he could not endure the yoke and subjection
which he mast abide remaining at home, neither
could like to be commanded. And this was the
true cause of his suit to go this voyage_ much like
unto a horse taken out of a fresh pasture and goodly
meadows, to bring him into a stable, and make him
to be journeyed as he was before. Nevertheless,
Ephoras writeth another came, the which I will
recite hereafter. In the end, Lysander havjgg
hardly obtained licence, took ship, and hoised tail.
]let during his absenc.e_the kgngs of Laced_mzm
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pmmm_ remembering that he kept all the cities at his com-mandmenh by means of the friends he had in every
aim re- city, whom he had made chief governors of thecoaclled

the Athe- same, and that by.their means he came in manner
nians to be absolute prince over all Greece: they took

with the upon them to redeliver the government of the towns
Spartaaa and cities again into the hands of the people, and

also to put down his friends whom he had stab-
lished there. And hereupon fell out great insurrec-
tion again. For first of all, they that were banished
from Athens, having surprised and taken the castle
of Phyl6, upon the sndain did set upon the thirty
governors tyrants (whom Lysander had placed
there) and overcame them in battelL Where-
upon Lysander straight returned to Sparta, and
persuaded the Laced_emonians to refer the govern-
ment to the number of a few, and to punish the
insolency of the people. So by his procurement,
they sent first a hundred talents unto the thirty
tyrants for an aid to maintain this war, and ap-
pointed Lysander himself general. But the two
kings of Sparta envying him, and fearing lest he
should take the city of Athens again : they deter-
mined that one of them would go. Whereupon
Pausanias went thither immediately, who in appear-
ance seemed to maintain the tyrants against the
people: hut in effect, he did his endeavour to
appease this war, for fear lest Lysander by
means of his friends and followers should once

again come to have the city of Athens in his
power, the which he might easily do. And thus
having agreed the Athenians again one with an-
other, and pacified all faction and commotion among
them, he plucked up the root of Lysander's ambi-
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don. But shortly after, the Athenians rebelling
again against the Laced_emonians, Pausanias him- dlsr's

terrible
self was reproved, because he yielded so much m words
the boldness and insolency of the people, which
were bridled and restrained before, by the authority
of the small number of governors : and to the con-
trary, they gave Lysander the honour to be general,
who ruled not in this rebellion to please men's minds
and to content them, neither with fond ostentation

of glory, but severely, for the profit and commodity
of Sparta. It is true he would give great words,
and was terrible to them that resisted him. As he

answered the Argives one day, who contended for
their confines with the Lacedzmonians, and seemed
to allege the best reasons. Even they (said he) that
shall prove the stronger hereby (shewing them his
sword) shall be they that shall plead their cause best
for their confines. Another time, when a Megarian
had told his mind boldly enough in open council,
he answered him: Thy words (good friend) had
need of a city, meaning thereby that he was of too
mean a town to use so great words. And to the
Bczotians also, who were in doubt to profess them-
selves friends or enemies: he sent unto them, to
know if he should pass through the country with
his pikes upwards or downwards. And when the
Corinthians also were revolted from their alliance,
he brought his army hard unto their walls: but
when he saw his men were afraid, and made curacy
whether they should go to the assault or not : by
chance spying a hare coming out of the town
ditches, he said unto them : Are ye not ashamed to
be afraid to go and assault your enemies that are so
cowardly and slothful, as hares do keep their forms
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_fiy_ at ease within the circuit of their walls ? Now

de_ King Agis being deceased, he left behind him his• brother Agesilaus, and his supposed son Leo-
of his tychides. Wherefore, Lysander that had loved

kingdom Agesilaus aforetime, gave him counsel to stand for
the right of the crown, as lawful heir and next of
the blood, descending of the race of Hercules : be-
cause it was suspected that Leozychides was Alci-
biades' son, who secretly had kept Tim_ea, Agis'
wife, at what time he was banished out of his
country, and came then to remain in Sparta. And
Agis self also, concluding by reckoning of the time
of his absence, that his wife could not be wlth child
by him : made reckoning of Leotychides, (and had
openly shewed it all the rest of his lifetime) that he
did not acknowledge him for his son, until such time
as falling sick of that disease whereof he died, he
was carried to the city of Herza. And there lying
in his deathbed, at the humble suit of LeotTchides
himself, and partly at the instant request of his
friends who were importunate with him: he did
acknowledge Lentychides for his son in the presence
of divers, whom he prayed to be witnesses unto the
Lords of Lacedaemon, of his acceptation and ac-
knowledging of him to be his son. Which they all
did in favour of Lentychidea. For all that, Age-
silaus took it upon him, by the s_pport and main°
tenance of Lysander's favour. Howbeit, Diopithes
a wise man, and known to be skilful in ancient
prophecies, did great hurt to Agesilaus' side, by an
ancient oracle which he alleged against a defect
Agesihus had, which was his lameness:

O Spartan people,you which bearhigh haughty hearts,
And look aloft : take heed I say, look well unto _rour

marts•
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Lest whiles you stand upright, and guide your state by ._sa
gntce, was

Some halting kingdom privily come creeping in apace, ramie
By that means might you movegreat troubles, carkand king

care t

And mischiefs heap upon y_ur head, before you be
mware.

And ptung_d should you be, even over headand ears,
With waste of wars, which here on earth doth perish

many peers.

Many by occasion of"this oracle', fell to take Leo-
tychides' part: but Lysander declared unto them,
that Diopithes did not construe the meaning of the
oracle well. For God, said he, cared not whether
he halted of one leg or no, that should come to be king
of Laced_mon : bat indeed the crown and kingdom
should halt and be lame, if bastards not lawfully
begotten, should come to reign over the true natural
issue and right line of Hercules. By these per-
suasions, Lysander with his great countenance and
authority besides, wan all men to his opinion: so
that Agesilaus by this means, was proclaimed king of
Laeed_mon. This done, Lysander began straight
to counsel him to make wars in Asia, putting him in
hope that he should destroy the kingdom of Persia,
aM should come to he the greatest man of the world.
Moreover, he wrote unto his friends in the cities of
Asia, that they should send unto the Lacedzmonians
to require King Ageailaus for their general, to make
wars against the barharous people. Which they did,
and sent ambas_mdors purposely unto Sparta to sue
that they might have him : the which was no less
honour procured unto Ageailaua by Lysander's
means, than that he did, in making him to be chosen
king. B_ men ambitious by nature, being other.
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Aml_lon wise not unapt nor unfit to command, have this im-
abi_th perfection : that through the jealousy of glory, they

no equals do commonly envy their equals, the which doth
greatly hinder them for doing any notable things.
For they take them for their enemies, envying their
venue, whose service and means might help them
to do great matters. Thus Agesilaus being chosen
general of this enterprise, took Lysander with him
in this journey, amongst the thirty councillors which
were given unto him to assist him : and made special
choice of him, as by whose counsel he hoped most
to be governed, and to have him nearest about him,
as his chiefest friend. But when they were arrived
in Asia, they of the country having no acquaintance
with Agesilaus, seldom spake with him, or but little:
and to the contrary, having known Lysander of long
time, they followed him, and waited upon him to his
tent or lodging, some to honour him, because they
were his friends, others for fear, because they did
mistrust him. Even much like as it falleth out

ofumtimt,s in the theatres, when they play tragedies
there: that he that shall play the person of some
messenger or servant, shall be the best phyer, and
shall have the best voice to be heard above all

others : and to the contrary, that he which hath the
royal hand abou_ his head, and the sceptre in his
hand, a man doth scant hear him speak. Even so
it fell out then : for all the dignity due unto him
that commandeth all, was shewed only unto the
counsellor: and there remained to the king no
more, but the royal name only of a king, without
any power. Therefore me thinks that this undis-
creet and importunate ambition of Lysander, did
well deserve .reproofs even to make him to be
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contented only with the second place of honour next Lysan-
unto the king. But for Agesilaus again, through der'awisdom
extreme covetousness and jealousy of glory, to cast
Lysander altogether off, and to set so light by his
friend and benefactor, that surely became not him
neither. For first of all, Agesilau8 never gave
Lysander occasion to do anything, neither did
commit any matter of weight unto him, that might
be honourable for him : but which is worst of all,
if he perceived that he had taken any men's causes
in hand, and that he did favour them, he did always
send them back again into their country, denying
their suit, without that they could obtain anything
they sued for, less than the meanest persona that
could have come, extinguishing Lyaander's credit
by little and little, and taking from him all authority
by this means. Wherefore, Lysander perceiving
how he was thus refuel and rejected in all things,
seeing that the countenance and favour which he
thought to shew unto his friends, fell out hurtful
unto them : left off to solicit their matters any more,
and prayed them to forbear to come unto him, or
to follow him, but to go to the king, and unto those
that could do them better pleasure than himself,
and specially those that honoured him. When they
heard that, many desisted to trouble him any more
in matters of importance, but not to do him all the
honour they could, and continued still to accompany
him, when he went out to walk. or otherwise to
exercise himself: the which did aggravate and
increase Agesihna' anger more against him, for
the envy he hare unto his glory. And where he
gave very honourable charge and commimon in the
wars, oftentimes unt_ verymean soldiers to execute,
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Lymm- orcitiestogovern:heappointedLysandersurveyor-
der'stalkgeneralofalltheordinaryprovisionofvictuals,and

with distributorofflesh.And thenmockingtheIoniansKing
._esilausthatdidhonourhim somuch : Let themgonow,said

he,and honourmy fleshdistributor.Wherefore,
Lysanderseeingithightimeto speak,went unto
Agesilaus,and toldhim in few words afterthe
Laconian manner: Truly,Agesilaus,thou hast
learnedwelltoabasethyfriends.Indeedsaidhe
again,so have I,when theywillbe greaterthan
myself:and tothecontrary,theythatmaintainand
increasemy honourand authority,itisreasonthat
I esteemo_them. Yea marry,saidLysander,but
perhapsI have not done as thou sayest.Yet I

thee give me such an ot_ce, asI may be=y hated, and most profitable for thee : though
it be but in respect of strangers' eyes that look
upon us both. After this talk between them,
Agesilaus sent him his lieutenant into the conntry
of Hellespont, where Lysander still kept this anger
secret in his heart against him, but for all that, did
not leave to do all that he could for the benefit of

his maister's straits. As amongst many other things,
he caused a Persian captain called Spithrktates, to
rebel against his resister, who was a valiant man of
his hands, and a great enemy of Pharnabazus, and
had an army also which he brought with him unto
Agesihus. Now concerning this war, this wa_ all
that he did in that journey. Wherefore, he re=
turned again to Sparta not long after, with little
honour, being marveUously grieved and ot_-nd..ed
with Agesilaus, and hating more than before, all
the state and government of the Cky of Sparta : by
reason whereof, he determined to put that in prec.
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flee, which he had long time thought upon, con- The
cerning the alteration of government, and his famllleaof the
enterpri6e was this. Amongst the offspring and king,=of
issue of Hercules, who were mingled with the Lace-
Dorians, and returned again into the country of d=-mon
Peloponnesus, the greatest number and chiefest of
them, dwelt in the city of Sparta: howbek, all
they that came of that race had no right of .ac-
cession to the crown, saving two families only, the
Eurytiontids, and the Agiads. The other families,
albeit they were all for nobility of blood descended
out of one self house, yet had they no more right
nor interest unto the realm, than the residue of the
people: for, the dignities that were attained unto
by vertue, were given unto the inhabitants that
could deserve them. Lysander then being one of
those which was descended of the true race of

Hercules, who notwithstanding had no interest in
the crown : when he saw himself aloft, and called
to great honour through his famous act, and merit,,
and that he had won many friends, and great credit
and authority by dealing in matters of the state: it
grieved him much, to see that they which were no
nobler than himself, should be kings in that city,
which he had increased by his vertue, and that he
could not have so much power as to take from
these two houses, the Eurytiontids and the Agiad¢,
the prerogative, that the kings should be chosen
only out of one of those two houses, and to cast it
upon the offspring of Hercules. Some say again,
that he would not only have enlarged that prero-
gative unto the issue of Hercules, but unto all the
natural Spartans also: because that Hei'cules' race
should not only desire this reward of honour, but
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Lysander even they also that followed his steps in vertue,
de_iseth which had made him equal with the gods in

false honour. For he doubted not, but if they would
Craetes dispose the crown in this sort, that there was no man

in the city of Sparta that should sooner be chosen
king than himself: whereupon he attempted first
to persuade his citizens by very good reasons, and
to bring this about the better, he conned an oration
without book, penned by Cleon Halicarnauius,
made him for this purpose. But afterwards weigh-
ing with himself, that 8o great and strange a change
as he would bring in, had need of some better and
stronger help : he began to frame a device as they
say, to move the people by, much after the manner
they use in tragedies, framing engines to bring some
god to come down from heaven unto them, and
this was his feigned invention. He devised certain
oracles and prophecies, thinking that all Cleon',
rhetorick would stand him in no stead, if firm of
all he did not fill the citizens' hearts with some

superstition and fear of the gods, that he might
bring them afterwards more easily unto reason.
And Ephorus sayeth, that he proved first to cor-
rupt the nun with money, that giveth all the oracles
and answers in the temple of Apollo at Delphes:
and that afterwards, he would have won the nun
also of the temple of Dodone with money, by
pherecles' practice. And that he being rejected
by them both, went lastly unto the temple of Jupi-
ter Ammnn: and thaz there he spake unto the
priests, and offered them great store of money for
the same purpose. But they were so offended with
Lysander, that they sent men of purpose to Sparta,
to accuse him, that he would have corrupted them
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with money. The council clearing Lysander of and e._,-

this accusation, the Libyans his accusers at their
departing said : We will one day judge more jusdy, mtyerl
than you my Lords of Laced_mon have done now, with
when you shall come to dwell in our country of money
Libya: supposing there was an ancient prophecy
that said, the Laced_monians one day should come
to dwell in the country of Libya. But we shall
do better to write the whole story at large of this
practice, subtlety, and malicious device, which was
no matter of small importance, nor lightly grounded :
but as in a mathematical proposition there were
many great conjectures and presuppositions, and
many long circumstances to bring it to conclusion,
the which I will dilate from point to point, deliver-
ing that which an historiographer and philosopher
both bath written. There was in the marches of
the realm of Pont, a woman that said she was
gotten with child by Apollo, the which many (as
it is to be thought) would not believe at all, and
many also did believe it : so that she being delivered
of a goodly son, divers noble men and of great
estate were careful to bring him up, and to have
him taught. This child, I know not whereupon,
nor how, was named Silenus : and Lysander fetch-
ing the plat of his device from thence, added to all
the rest of himself, to go on with his practice.
Now he had many (and they no small men) that
made his way to frame this jest, giving out a rumour
of the birth of this child, without any suspicion
gathered out of the intent of this rumour. And
furthermore, they brought other news from Delphea,
which they dispersed abroad through the city of
Sparta, to wit : that the priests of the temple kept
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I._an. secretbooks ofveryancientoracles,which they
•_lex'sthemselvesdurstnot touch nor handle,neither

f_ mightany man readthem,unlesshe were begotten
of the seedof Apollo,who shouldcome aftera
long time,and make his birthappearunto the
prieststhatkept thesepapers,and thatby some
secretmark and token,which they had amongst
them : and therebybeingknown forApollo'sann,
he mightthentakethebooksand readtheancient
revelationsand prophcclesof the same. These
thingspreparedinthissort,therewas ordertaken
thatSdenus shouldcome and askforthesebooks

asthoughhewere thesonofApollo: and thatthe
prlc_ which were privyto thispractice,should
make as thoughthey did diligentlyexaminehim
ofeverything,and how he was born. And that
atthe length,aftertheyhad seemed to know all,
theyshoulddeliverthesepropheciesunto him,al
ifhe had been indeedApollo'sson: and thathe
shouldopenlyreadthem inthe presenceof many
witnesses.And among therestof.theprophecies,
thathe shouldread thatspecially,for the which
thislongpaltryfeigneddriRwas framed,touching
the kingdomof Lacedaemonia: thatitwas better,
and meet[letforthe Spartanstheyshouldchoo_
them fortheirkings,whom theyfoundthemeeteat
men of alltheirmagistrates.But when Silenus
was come of fullage,and broughtintoGreeceof

purposeto performthispractice,allthe mystery
was marred by the faint heart of one of the players
and companions of Lysander, who holp him to
countenance this device: who when the matter
should have taken effect, shrunk for fear, and let
the mystery alone. This notwithstanding, nothing
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was bewrayed in Lysander's lifetime, till after his to POe-
death. For he died, before King Agesilaus re- sessthe
turned out of Asia, being fallen into wars with kingdom
Boeotia before his death, or rather having himself '
made Greece to fall into wars. They do report
it either way, and some lay the fault upon him,
other upon the Thebans, and other upon them
both: and they burthen the Thebans withal, because
they did utterly overthrow the common sacrifices
which Agesihus made in the city of Aulis. And
they say also, that Androclidea and Amphitheus
did raise this war among the Grecians, being before
corrupted with money by the king of Persia to
bring wars upon the Lacedaemonians in Greece:
and began to invade and destroy the country of the
Phocians. Other say that Lysander was very
angry with the Thebaneb because they only of all
other their confederates did ask the tenth part of
al! the spoil which was won in the war against the
Athenians: and that they were not p]eased that
Lysander had sent the money away unto Sparta.
But above all, Lysander did malice them most,
because they were the first that made way for the
Athenians to be delivered from the oppression of
thirty tyrants, whom he had stablished governors
in Athens, and in whose favour (to make them to
be dreaded the more) the Lacedzmonians had
ordained by a common edict: that they that were
banished and did flee from Athens, might lawfully
be taken and apprehended in what place 8oever they
/led unto, and that whosoever should resist or let
them to do it, they should be proclaimed rebels,
and open enemies unto the Laced_emonians. Again
te contrary this edict, the Thebans made another
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Edic'_ very like, and meet for the glorious deeds o_
for and Bacchus and Hercules their ancestors, for whom
alpdmt it was made: that every house and city throughthe

b_shed the country of Boeotia, should be open for the
men Athenians that would come thither, and that he

that would not help a banished man from Athens,
against him that would take him away by force,
should be fined and amerced at a talent. And

also if there were any soldiers that went unto
Athens, through the country of Boeotia, that
the Thebans should not see nor hear it. This

was no dissimulation to speak of, that they should
ordain things with so gentle words, and so meet
for the people of Greece, and then that the deeds
should not answer unto their edicts and proclama-
tions. For Thrasybulus, and his fellows of the
conspiracy, who kept the castle of Phyt6, they
departed from Thebes, with armour and money,
and the Thebans did help them to begin and prac-
tise their enterprise so secretly, that it was not
discovered. These were the causes why Lysander
was so earnestly bent against the Thebans, and his
choler being so extreme, by reason of his melan-
choliness that grew daily upon him more and more
through his age, he solicited the Ephors so, that
he persuaded them to send a garrison thither: and
himself taking the charge of them, undertook the
journey straight with his men. But afterwards they
sent King Pausanias also with an army thither, who
was to fetch a great compass about to enter into
the country of B_otia, by Mount Cithmron : and
Lysander should go to meet him through the
country of Phocis, with a great company of sol-
diers besides. Now as Lysander went, he took
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the city of the Orchomenians, who willingly yielded Lysaa-
themselves to him as soon as he came thither. From der's
thence he went to the city of Lebadea, which he journeyunto
spoiled: and from thence he wrote unto King Boeotia
Pausanias that departing from Plat_a, he should
march directly to the city of Haliart, where he
would not fail to meet him the next morning by
break of day at the town walls. These letters
were intercepted by certain scouts of the Thebans,
who met with the messenger that carried them.
Thus the Thebans having intelligence of their pur-
pose, left their city in custody unto the Athenians
who were come to aid them: and departed out of
Thebes about midnight, and marched all night with
great speed, that they came to Haliart in the morn-
ing a little before Lysander, and put half their men
into the city. Now for Lysander, he was deter-
mined at the tlrst to keep his men upon a hill which
is near to the city, and there to tarry the coming of
King Pausanias. But afterwards when he saw that
the day was far spent, and that he came not, he
could tarry no longer, but arming himself, after
he had made an oration unto the confederates which

he had brought with him, he marched on with his
men in hattell ray, longer than large, by the high-
way that went unto the city. In the mean seasun,
the Thehans that were left without the city, leaving
I-Ialiart on the left hand, did set upon Lysander's
rearward of his army against the fountain called
Ciuusa : where the poets feign that the nurses of
Bacchus did wash him, when he came out of his
mother's womb, because the water that cometh out

of it (though it be very clear and sweet to drink)
hath notwithstanding (I cannot tell by what means)
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