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THE LIVES OF THE NOBLE
GREEKS AND ROMANS

The most of them compared together by that
grave learned Philosopher and Historio-
grapher Plutarch of Chzronea
THE LIFE OF

ARATUS

Curisyrrus the Philosopher {my friend Polycrates) A provesb
being afraid as it seemeth of the evil sound of an corrected

ancient proverb, not rightly as it was spoken, and
in uee, but as be thought it best, he wrote in this
manper :

What children do their ancestors commend,
But those whom fortune favours to the end ?

But Dionysodorus Treezenian reproving him, doth
rehearse the proverb rightly as indeed it is:

What children do their ancestors commend,
But those whose life is vertuouns to the end ?

Saying, that this proverb stoppeth their mouths who
of themselves are unworthy of praise, and yet are
still boasting of the vertues of their ancestors, whose
praise they highly extol. But before those that (as
Pindarus saith )

Do match their noble ancestors in prowess of their own,

And by their fruits commend the stock whence they

themselves are grown,
X A
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2 PLUTARCH'S LIVES

(As thy self that conformest thy life unto the
examples and manoers of thy vertuous ancestors:)
it is no small good hap for them, often to remem-
ber the noble deeds of their parents in hearing them
spoken of, or otherwise for themselves oftentimes to
remember some notable doings of their parents.
For in them, it is not for lack of commendable
vertues, that they report others’ praise and glory :
but in joining their own vertues, to the vertues of
their ancestors, they do increase their glory, as
inheriting their vertuous life, as challenging their
descent by blood. ‘Therefore, having written the
life of Aratus thy countryman, and one of thy an-
cestors, whose glory and greatness thou dost not
blemish, I do send it unto thee, not that I think
but that thou hast more diligently than any man else,
searched out all his deeds and sayings: but yet, be-
cause that thy two sons, Polycrates, and Pythocles,
reading, and still hearing something reported, might
be brought up at home by the example of their an-
cestors, whose deeds shall lie before them to follow.
For he loveth himself more, than he regardeth per-
fect vertue, or his credit: that thinketh himself so
perfect, as he need not follow any other’s example.

The city of Sicyon, after it fell from her first
government of the optimacy and nobility, which is
proper to the city of the Dotians: like an instru~
ment out of tune, it fell into civil wars and seditious
practices, through the orators of the people: and
never ceased to be plagued with those troubles and
miseries, always changing new tyrants, until that
Cleon being slain, they chose Timoclidas and
Clinias their governors, two of the noblest men
and of greatest authority in all the city. Now when
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the commonwealth began to grow to a certain state converted
of government, Timoclidas died : and Abantidas, into
the son of Paseas, pretending to make himself lord tyranay
of the city, he slew Clinias, and put to death some
of his parents and friends, drave away others, and
sought also to put his son Aratus to death, that
was then but seven years old. But in this hurly-
burly and tumult, Aratus flying out of his father’s
house, among them that ran away, and wandering
up and down the city, being scared and afreid,
finding no man to help him: by good fortune he
got into a woman’s house, called Soso, which was
Abantidas’ sister, and wife unto Periphantus, his
father Clinias’ brother. She being of a noble mind,
and judging that the child Aratus by God’s provi-
dence fled unto her: hid him in her house, and in
the night secretly sent him unto the city of Argos.
Now after that Aratus had escaped, and was safe
from this danger: from that time there bred in
him a vehement malice against tyrants, the which
still increased in him, as he grew m years. So he
was vertuously brought up in the city of Argos,
with his father’s friends : and perceiving with him-
self that he waxed big and strong, he disposed
his body to divers exercises, and became so excel-
lent in them; that he contended in fine manner
of exercises, and oftentimes bare the best away.
And in bis images and statues, he appeared in fice,
full and well liking, as one that fed well, and the
majesty of his countenance argueth that he used
such exercise : and such commonly are large eaters.
From whence it came, that he did not give him-
self 80 much to pleading, as peradventure was re-
quisite for a governor of 2 commonwealth. How-
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Aratug’ beit, some do judge by his commentaries he wrote,
favour that he had an eloquenter tongue than seemed unto
some : because he wrote them in haste, having other
business in hand, and even as things came first into
his mind. But afterwards, Dinias and Aristotle logi-
cian, slew Abantidas; who did commonly use to sit
in the market-place, to hear their matters, and to
talk with them. And this gave them good means
and opportunity to work their feat they did. Afier
Abantidas’ death, his father Paseas possessed the
tyranny : whom Nicocles afterwards slew also by
treason, and made himself tyrant in his place. It
is reported that this Nicocles did lively resemble
the countenance of Periander, the son of Cypselus,
as Orontes Persian was very like unto Alcmzon,
the son of Amphiaraus, and another young Lace-
dzmonian, unto Hector of Troy, whom Myrsillus
writeth, was trodden under men’s feet, through the
overgreat prease of people that came to see him,
when they heard of it. This Nicocles was tyrant
four moneths together, in the which he did wonder-
ful great burt to the city, and had almost lest it,
the Atolians coming on a sudden, who were like
to have taken it. Now Aratus was come to the
state of a stripling, and was greatly esteemed for
the noble house he came of, and also for the great
courage they found in him, which was no small
matter : and besides that, he had a majesty in his
countenance, being wiser than was looked fogin a
young man of his years. Therefore the banished
men from the city of Sicyon, repaired unto him
before any ether man. Nicocles for his part also
was not careless of his doings, but had an eye ever
to see what Aratus intended, although he little mis-
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trusted any such bold enterprise, nor so dangerous Aban~
an exploit of him: but did only conjecture that tidas the
he did stir up the kings which had been his dead TR
; father’s friends. And so indeed Aratus took that
* course. But when he saw that Antigonus still
; delayed his promises, and did always tract time,
" and that the hope of aid from King Ptolemy of
- Egypt was too far off: at length he determined
i to undertake to destroy the tyrant himself. So
* he first consulted with Aristomachus and Ecdelus:
of the which the one was banished from Sicyon,
and the other an Arcadian, from the city of Mega-
lopolis, a philosopher, and a valiant man of his hands,
and had been scholar to Arcesilaus the Academic,
in the city of Athens. These two men being con-
tented to join with Aratus, he practised with others
of the banished men also: of the which there
were some that were ashamed, not to be partakers
of his hope and noble attempt, and so did also join
with him. Howbeit the most part of them did
not only refuse to eater into that practice, but
further, went about to dissuade Aratus from his
enterprise, saying: That for lack of knowledge and
experience, he understood not the danger in under-
taking such a matter, altogether 8o unlikely. Now,
as Aratus was thinking in his mind to keep a cer-
tain place in the territory of Sicyon, from whence
they might make war with the tyrants: there came
a prisoner unto them out of the city of Argos, that
had broken prison from the tyrant of Sicyon: and
was brother unto Xenocles, one of the banished
men. He being brought by the same Xenocles
unto Aratus, told that in the place whereby he had
saved bimself, the ground within was almost as
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Aratus high as the top of the wall, the which in that part

about to
deliver

jomed unto high stony places: and that without
the wall the height was not so great, but that it was
easily scalable with ladders. When Aratus heard
that, he sent two of his men, Seuthas and Technon,
with Xenocles to view the wall, being determined
if it were true, rather to prove secretly to execute
his pretended enterprise, and quickly to put it toa
venture : than to begin a long war, and to prepare
an open army, he being a private man, to go against
the power of a tyrant. Xenocles being returned
again to Aratus, after he had measured the height
of the wall: be reported that the place was not
unscalable, but yet very hard to come to it un-
discovered, because of certain little curst curs a
gardener kept hard by the wall, which would never
leave barking. Howbeit Aratus would not leave
off his enterprise s0. Now it was not strange to
see every man prepare themselves of armour and
weapon, because at that time there were great rob-
beries and cruel murders committed by highways,
and one would assault another : but for the ladders,
Euphranor that was a carpenter and maker of en-
gines, did not stick to make them openly, because
his common occupation did take away all suspicion
why they were made. For this carpenter was him-
self also a banished man from Sicyon, as the resi-
dune were. Furthermore, Aratus’ friends he had in
Argos, of those few men‘they had, did every manof
them lend him ten men, and armed thirty of his own
men : beside them, Aratus himself also did hire some
pretty number of soldiers, by the practise of Xeno-
philus, whom the captains of the thieves did furnish .
him. They were given tounderstand that they should
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be led to the territory of Sicyon, to take a prey of his
. cattell and colts of the king : and they were sent be- country
fore, some one way, some another, with command- fro:xnf‘he
ment, all to meet together at the tower of Polygnotus, tyranny
where they should tarry.  So he sent Caphisias also
before, without any weapons, with four companions
with him: who should come to this gardener’s
house in the night, like strangers and travellers, to
- lie in his house, and to lock him up and his dogs,
because they had no other device to get in but that
way. But in the meantime, there were certain
spials of Nicocles the T'yrant discovered, that walked
up and down the city (making no countenance of
any matter) to see what Aratus did. Wherefore,
Aratus went out of his house early in the morning
(as his manner was) and walked to the market-
place with his friends. Then he went to the
shew-place {or place of exercises ) and there stripped
himself, anointed him, and wrestled, and in the end
took certain of the young gentlemen home with him,
that were went to make merry. and to pass the time
away with him: and immediately after, one of his
servants was seen in the market-place, carrying of
garlands of flowers. Another was seen also buyiag
of links and torches, and another hiring of these
common dancing and singing women, which follow
feasts and banquets with their instruments. Nico-
cled’ spials seemng that, were deceived : for one of
them laughing on another said, That they might
easily see by that, there was nothing more fearful and
timorous than a tyrant: considering that Nicocles
being lord of so great a city, was afraid of a young
stripling, that spent all that he could rap and
rend to keep hum in his banishment, upon vain
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Aratus’ bankets, and feasts, at noondays. And thus were
dangers the tyrant’s spials finely mocked. Aratus self de-
parted immediately after dinner out of Argos, and
went unto his soldiers, whom he had appointed
before to meet him at the tower of Polygnotus,
and led them straight unto Nemea. There he told
them openly his full intent and purpose, having
before made an oration unto them to encourage
them, and also made them marvellous fair promises.
Then he gave them for their watchword;, Apollo
favourable, and so went directly to the city of
Sicyon, marching with great speed at the first
because of the going down of the moon, and after-
wards slackened his pace a little, so that they had
moonlight all the way as they came, ang 3o
went not down, until they were comes
dener’s house that was hard: by the
Caphisias, whem. be had seot b
r's honse, came 1o mest with 8
bim word shat: he gould ot 19
‘hﬂm&qm%am <shat<he bat-finad
£ast:she gardency: in his own house.  This dis-
she boxs part of all the company, who
‘meeds have him in any case to return back
again. But Aratus then began to comfort them,
and promised that he would lead them back again,
if it chanced that the dogs were too busy with
them : and therewithal presently caused the ladder
men to go before, whom Ecdelus and Mnpasitheus
led, and he himself came fair and softly after. The
dogs made a foul barking, and were baying abeut
Ecdelus and his company. This notwithstanding,
they came safely to the wall, and did set up ther
scaling ladders. But even as the first men got up

[
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" on them, the captain of the watch that had given in deliver-
place to bim that should ward in the morning, came iog of his
by chance, and passed hard by them, visiting the ©°
soldiers with a little bell, and there was a number
of torches, and a great noise of men that followed
him, They that were upon the ladders hearing
them, ducked down, and stirred not: and thereby
the soldiers that passed by them, could not see them.
But now the new morning watch came towards them
also, which did put them in great danger to be
discovered : but yet they once again escaped them
and were not discovered, because the second watch
went beyond them, and stayed not. Then Ecdelus
and Mbnasitheus immediately scaled the wall, and
seat Technon with all possible speed unto Aratus,
to will him to make all the haste he could to come
to them. Now there was no great distance betwixt
the garden where the dogs were, and the wall, and
a little tower where they kept a great greyhound to
Leep watch: but the greyhound never heard their
coming, either because he was a cowardly cur of
natyre, or else for that he had been over-coursed
and wearied the day before. But the gardener’s
litdle curs that bawled and barked beneath, had
wakened the greyhound with their barking, who at
the first began to answer them with a soft girning:
but when they came by the tower where he lay, he
barked out aloud, that all the place thereabouts rang
of his barking. Insomuch, that the scout which
was farther off, called aloud to the hunt that kept
the dog, and asked what he ailed, that he made
such a barking, and whether there were anything
stirring or not that angered him. The hunt within
the tower answered, That it was nothing, but that
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Arstus his dog was waked, and fell a-barking at the hights

wan me of the watch that

by, and at the noise of the

city of 1)l This made Aratus’ soldiers a great deal the

Sicyon

without bolder: because they thought that the hunt had
blood- been made privy to their enterprise, and that he

shed went about to hide their secret attempt, and hoped

also that there were many others within the city
that would further their enterprise. When they
came to get up upon the wall, it was of a great
height, and very dangerous, because the ladders
shook, and bowed by reason of the weight of the
men, unless they did come up fair and softly one
after another. Furthermore the time did put them
in some peril, because the cocks began to crow, and
the country folk that brought things to the market
to sell, began to come apace to the town out of
every quarter. And therefore Aratus made baste
to get up, having only forty men above with him,
and looked for some besides to come up, which were
yet beneath. Then he marched directly towards

fe ey e = s

the tyrant’s palace, where his hired soldiers kept .

watch and ward : and coming suddenly upon them,
laid hold of every man of them, and slew not one.
Then he sent into the city to his friends, to will
them to come unto him. Thereupon they ran out
of every corner to Aratus. Now the day began to
break, and straight the theatre was full of people
that gathered together, because of the noise and stir
they heard in the city, not knowing what the magter
meant : until at length an herald proclaimed with
open voice, that it was Aratus the son of Clinias,
who called his countrymen and citizens to the
recovery of their liberty. Then they persuading

themselves, that the thing which they long wished
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and looked for, was now come to pass: they Nicocles
ran all in a troop together to the tyrant’s house, thetyrant
and set it afire. But the flame rose so high and SIAi0
great after the fire had taken it in every part,
that it was seen to the city of Corinth: insomuch
that the Corinthians wondering what the matter
should be, were in mind to have gone to help
it Now for Nicocles, he saved himself, and
got out of the city by secret vaults he had made
under the ground. The soldiers on the other side
quenching the fire with the help of the citizens,
did sack all they found in the tyrant’s palace: the
which Aratus hindred not, but did moreover
make all the rest of the tyrant’s goods common
amongst them. So his enterprise had so good
success, that there was none of his own company
slaiin he brought with him, neither any of their
enemies that were within the city, fortune ke
this exploit so pure and clean from any bloodshed.
Then Aratus restored four-score men unto their
lands and goods again, whom the tyrant Nicocles
had banished: and others also, that had been
banished by former tyrants, to the number of five
hundred men, who had been well near fifty years’
space banished out of their country. Now the
most of them being come home poor and needy,
would have entered on their goods and lands they
enjoyed before: and so, entring again upon their
lands in their country, and their houses in the city,
they amazed Aratus withal, secing Antigonus on
the one side practice all the means he could to
win Sicyon being mow free, and they all in an
uproar and mutiny in the city. Therefore, follow-
mg the best counsel he could thiak upon and
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devise, considering the danger of the present time:
he joined the city in league and friendship with the
Achaians, and of them all, made but one body.
And because the citizens of Sicyon were Dorians,
they were glad to submit themselves to be gover-
ened and protected by the name of the Achaians,
who were at that time of no great fame nor power.
For they dwelt in little villages, and had no great
bounds of lands, neither were they very special
good, for that they stood upon the seaside, where
was no manner of haven nor port, but stones and
rocks good store: and the sea beating upon them,
did eat into the mainland. This notwithstanding,
they made their enemies know, that the power of
Greece when it was united and governed by good
policy was of great force, and almost invincible.
For the Achaians being in comparison of the
ancient force of Greece, of no regard, and but a
part of ope city enfeebled with civil and foreign
war: 50 long as they could submit themselves to
be ruled by the wisdom and vertue of their captain,
and not envy and malice his prosperity and sove~
reignty: they did not only maintain themselves as
freemen, in the midst of the servitude of so many
great cities, large and mighty, but did also deliver
many other people of Greece from their tyrants.
Now, for Aratus’ manners: he was one that in
nature loved civil government, and equality among
citizens in one self city: he was nobly minded,
and more painful about the affairs of the common
weal, than careful of his own business, and hated
tyrants to the death, and employed his good or
evil will wholly for the service of the commoa-
wealth. And therefore he seemed not-to be so

L S
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sound a friend, as he was a gentle and merciful unto the
enemy : framing himself in either of both, as time Achaians
served for the commonwealth. To be short, it '
was a general and common voice among all the
city’s confederates, in private company, and at
open meetings in the theatres: that Aratus loved
nothing but vertue, and honesty. That in open
wars he was not so valiant and ‘courageous, as he
was crafty and subtile, to take a city on the sudden.
Furthermore, though- he was valiant to attempt
many great things, the which men thought he
would never have brought to pass: yet it seemeth
he left many things possible undone, the which he
might easily have done, for that he durst not
venture on them. For as there be beasts whose
sight is perfectest by night, and by day they can
see nothing, because the subtilty of the humour
and moisture in their eyes is dried up, and cannot
abide the bright light of the day: even s0, men
that otherwise by nature are very wise, are easily
afraid of danger, when they must venture on it at
noondays, where contrarily they are bold in secret
enterprises, suddenly to attempt anything. Now,
this contrariety and difference in men well bronght
up, groweth through ignorance and lack of instruc-
tion of philosophy, which of itself doth nourish
vertue, as fruit that springeth up without planting,
or help of man’s hand. But this is best discerned
by examples. So Aratus having joined himself
and his city Sicyon unto the Achaians, and serv-
ing in person as a man of arms among the rest: he
was marvellously beloved of his generals, that saw
him e obedient. For, notwithstanding that he
had made so large a contribution as the estimation
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|

1

Aratus of himself, and the force of his city unto the |

sea to go
to King
Ptolemy
into
Egypt

commonwealth of the Achaians: yet he was as
ready to obey and execute the commandments of
the generals, as the poorest and meanest soldier,
were he of Dymz, or of Tritza, or of any other
small village whatsoever. Furthermore, a great
sum of money being sent him from King Ptolemy
for a gift, amounting to twenty and five talents, he
took 1t, but forthwith disposed it amongst his poor
coustrymen, both to relieve their want, as also to
redeem prisoners. This notwithstanding the banished
men still vexed and troubled them that had their
goods and lands, to have them out of their hands,
and otherwise would be satisfied by no means.
Their commonwealth therefore bemg in great
danger to fall into civil war, Aratus perceiving
there was no other way to help this mischief, but
by Ptolemy’s liberality : he determined to go unto
him, to pray him to help him with money, to
pacify this grudge and tumult. So he embarked
at the haven of Methoné, above the foreland of
Malea, to eail from thence into Egypt: howbeit
he had such a contrary wind, and the sea rose so
high, that the master of the ship was driven to
let her go whither she would to take sea room.
So being driven quite from his direct course, with
great danger he got to the city of Adria, which
was his enemy: because Antigonus kept it, and
had a garrison in it. But Aratus did wisgly pre-
vent it, going ashore, and wandered far from the
sea, with one of his friends called Timanthes, and
got into a wood, whereby they had an evil night’s
rest. He had not gone far after he had left his
ship, but the captain of the garrison came, and

i
1

i

1
1
1
i
1
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sought for him. Notwithstanding, his servants The
had mocked him finely, (being before instructed by pictures
Aratus what answer they should make) saying mﬁ
that he was gone, and fled into the Isle of Eubcea. Sicyon
Howbeit, the captain of the garrison stayed the
ship, his men, and all things else she had in her,
and took her for a good prize. Within few days
after, Aratus being marvellously troubled, and at a
strait with himself what he should do: there
happily arrived a2 Roman ship hard by the place
where he kept most, partly to hide himself, and
partly also to see if he could discover anything.
This ship was bound for Syria. So he had dealt
with the master of the ship in that sort, that he
took him aboard, and promised he would deliver
him in Caria, and so he did. But he was in as
much danger, this second journey again by sea, as
he was in the first he made towards Egypt. From
Caria, a long time after, Aratus wem into Egypt,
and spake with the king, who made very much of
him: for Aratus fed him still by sending of him
passing fair tables, and pictures of Greece, of
excellent workmanship. And indeed having a
singular good wit, he always got together, and
bought the excelientest painted pictures he could
get, but specially the pictures of Pam?hi.lus and
Melanthus, to send them unto the king. For
learning flourished yet in the city of Sicyon, and
they esteemed the painting of tables in that city,
to be the perfectest for true colours, and fine draw-
ing, of all other places. Insomuch as Apelles,
(thoaugh he was then of a marvellous fame for
painting) went thither, and gave to these two
excellent painters a talent, to remain awhile in
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The their company : not so much to attain to the per-
sging'of fection of the art, as thereby to win himself fame.
ealces And therefore when Aratus had restored his ity

painter

again to liberty, he caused all the images of the
tyrants to be defaced and plucked down: howbeit
be stood doubtful a long time, whether he should
deface Aristratus’ picture or not, who reigned in

the time of Philip. For it was painted with the :

hands of all the scholars of Melanthus, being by a
triumphant chariot, that carried a victory, and as
Polemon the Geographer writeth, Apelles’ hand
was to it. This picture was 2 passing piece of
work to see to, so that Aratus at the first yielded,
and was contented to save it for the excellency of
the workmanship: yet in the end, overcome with
the extreme hate he bore unto tyrants, he bade it
should be defaced. Now it is reported also, that
Nealces the Painter being one of Aratus’ friends,
prayed him with the tears in his eyes to pardon
such 2 notable piece of work. But when be saw
Aratys so bard-hearted that he would not grant
it: he told him it was good reason to make war
with tyrants, but not with their pictures. Let us
then {quoth he) leave the chariot of trinmph
and victory, and I will make thee see Aristratus,
willingly to come out of the table. Aratus was
contented to let him have his will. Then Nealces
defaced the picture of Auristratus, and  in place
thereof drew only a palm tree, and durst add
nothing else to it of his own device. Some say,
that vander the chariot were conveyed Aristratus’
feet defaced. So Aratus by means of these
tables and pictures, was marvellously well-beleved
of King Prolemy. But after that he was acquainted
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with him, and knew his conversation: he loved The
him then better than before. Insomuch that he great -
gave him a hundred aod fifty talents to help I;;’g:gt’
his city withal: of the which, he carried forty jor unto
away with him unto Peloponnesus, and the king Aratus
afterwards sent him the rest at sundry times. Now
this was a marvellous matter of him to get such a
mass of money together for his citizens: consider-
ing that the orators, captains and governors of free
cities, for a little sum of money only which they
have taken of kings and princes, have been cor-
rupted and betrayed their towns and country. But
this was a more wonder, that by means of this
money, he made peace and love betwixt the poor
and rich, and furthermore, saved upright all the
people of Sicyon, where he shewed himself mar-
vellous wise and temperate, being of that great
power and authority he was. For after they had
chosen him arbitrator to judge, compound, and
absolutely to decide all quarrels and stnife between
the banished men: he would never undertake it
himself alone, but took fifteen other of the chiefest
citizens with him, and with them, with great pains
and trouble, at length he pacified all matters among
his citizens, and made them good friends one with
another. ‘Therefore, not only all the inhabitants
and citizens of Sicyon together, did not only decree
public honours meet for him : but also the banished
men themselves did privately cast his image in
brass, and set it up, under the which they caused
this inscription to be graven:

Thy prowess and thy feats of arms, thy counsel sage

and wise,
Not only are among the Greeks extolléd to the skies,
b S B
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But also to the utmost straits of Marrok blown by
fame,

And we that through thy goodness home into our

country came,

Have set this image up to thee Aratus, as a sign

Of our deliv’rance through thy love and through the
power divine.

For thy good-nature furthred by good fortune doth
restore

Us country, laws, and liberty, bereft us quite before.

Aratus having done all these things, he suppressed the
envy of the citizens, through the great good turns
he had done unto them. But then King Anti-
gonus being angry with Aratus in his mind, and
seeking either to make him his friend, or to bring
him to be mistrusted of Ptolemy : he did him many
other great curtesies, Aratus never seeking them at
his hands. But one day specially above the rest, as
he did sacrifice unto the gods at Corinth, he sent
Aratus part of his wethers he had sacrificed, unto
Sicyon. And at the feast of his sacrifice in the
hearing of many noblemen that were bidden guests,
he said openly of Aratus: I did always think that
this young Sicyonian could not but have a liberal
mind, loving the liberty of his country and country~
men: but I perceive now he is a man that can
judge of princes’ manners and affairs. For hereto-
fare he made no account of us, because his hope was
out of his country, and he greatly esteemed the
riches of Egypt, hearing talk of so many elephauts,
of such a great fleet of ships, and of such 3 sump-
tuous court, as King Prolemy’s court. But now
that he knoweth by experience, that it is only but
a smoke and vain pomp, he is come to us: and for
my part, he is welcome to me, and I will have you
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all to take him for my friend. 'These words of Aratus’
King Antigonus, were straight taken at bound of doingsas
certain envious men, and carried for lack of better Bemeral
matter unto King Ptolemy, every man striving who
should write all the evil they could against him : so
that Ptolemy thereupon sent a messenger of pur-
pose unto him, to reprove him for it. Thus fell
there out much envy and malice, between the
earnest fove of these princes and kings, that con-
tended with each other who should have Aratus.
Furthermore, the first time that Aratus was chosen
lieutenant-general of the tribe of the Achaians, he
foraged and spoiled the country of L.ocris, which
lieth directly over against Achaia, and Calydonia
also. Howbeit he came not time enough to aid
the Beeotians, in the battell which they lost before
the city of Cheronea, against the Ktolians: where
Abeocritus, governor of Beeotia was slain in the
field, with a thousand other Baotians. Howbeit
the next year following, he being the second time
chosen lieutenant - general, he attempted to win
the castell of Corinth again, being an enterprise
which not only concerned the private benefit of
Sicyon it self, and the tribe of the Achaians, but
also of all Greece besides. For, he was fully bent
to drive the garrison of the Macedonians thence,
the which seemed even a very yoke that held all
the Grecians’ noses to the grindstone. For, like as
Chares, captain of the Athenians, having in a certain
conflict, discomfited the king’s lieutenants, wrote to
the Athenians that had won a victory half-sister to
the victory of Marathon: even so me thinks it
were no tlisgrace to say, that this execution was
like (as one brother to’ another) to the killing of
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Anti- the tyrants, which was done by Pelopidae Theban,and |

gonns Thrasybulus Athenian, saving that this last act was |
t&ket{

more famous, because it was not against Grecians,
but against strangers and foreign power and govern-
ment, upon whom it was executed. For the
isthmus or bar of Peloponnesus, which separateth the
sea Migeum from the sea Ionium, doth come and
%;)in the firm land of the rest of Greece, with the
resche an island of Peloponnesus. Evea so like-
wise the mountain called Acrocorinth, on the which
the castell standeth, risingup in the middest of Greece,
when there is any garrison of men of war in it, it
cutteth off all traffic and passage by, of any armies
of them which inhabit within the strait: for them
that are without the strait, both by sea and by land,
and maketh him only lord of the country that keepeth
the castle. So that it was not for sport, but for
truth, and in good earnest, that Philip the young
king of Macedon was wont to call the city and
castle of Corinth the stocks and gyves of Greece.
And therefore was this castell marvellously wished
and desired of every man, but specially of kings and
princes. But the desire Antigonus had of it was
80 vehement, that it differed nothing from the
passions of a frantic lover. For he did nothing else
continually but study and devise how he might win
it upon the sudden, from them that kept it : because
otherwise by open force, it was impossible to be
had. Wherefore after the death of Alexander that
kept that castle, being poisoned (as it is reported
b;PA.ntigomxa’ ytactice,Pt.ixe candc(z being k«;{o m t.h«t)a
hands of his wife Nicza, who governed the state of
Corinth, and did carefully cause the Acrocorinth
to be kept : he immediately sent his son Demetrius
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thither, and put Nicza in good hope to marry her the cas-
with this young prince: a thing that pleased this tell of the
lady well, though she was very old. So, for her Am:o-th
self she was won straight, by means of his young corn
son Demetrius, whom he used as 2 stale to entrap

her. Howbeit Nicza for all this goodly offer, for-

sook not her castell, but always made it straightly to

be Jooked unto. Antigonus seemed to make no
account of it, but daily gave himself to make sump-
tuous sacrifices, feasts, and plays to the gods, within

the city of Corianth for the marriage: as though he

had meant no other thing, but banqueting and jollity

all that might be. When the hour was come to

see these sports, and that the musician Amacbeus
began to sing : he himself made as though he would
accompany Nicza unto the theatre, being conveyed
thither in a sumptuous rich litter, as it had been for

2 queen. She was very glad of this honour, and
thought nothing less than of that which happened

her. But when Antigonus came to the end of a
street that turned to go up the hill towards the
castle, he bade her keep on still to the theatre: and
himself in the meantime left Amcbeus there with

his singing, and all the feast of the marriage, and
went straight up to the castell, forcing himself above

his strength and years. When he was at the top of

the hill, and found the gates shut, he knocked with

his staff, and commanded the garrison to open him

the gates. They wondring to see him there in
person, did let him in. When he was gotten into

the castell, he was so exceeding joyful of it, that he

had no reason to moderate his joy, but would
banquet in the middest of streets, and tn the market-
place, having minstrels to play upon their instru-
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Aratus’ ments at his table, wearing garlands of flowers on
determi- their heads for joy, and did so fondly and lightly
behave himself, as if he had been a light young
man, and ot (as he was) an old man: who had
proved such sundry changes of fortune, and yet
suffered himself to be thus carried away with
pleasure, that he embraced, and spake to every man
be met. Whereby it is easy to judge, that joy pos-
sessing a man without wit or discretion, it maketh
him beside himself, and doth more trouble his wits,
than pain or fear. Now Aastigonus having won
the castell of the Acrocorinth, as you have heard,
he put it into the hands of those he trusted best, to
be safely kept: and therefore made Persus the
Philosopher captain of the castle. But indeed
Aratus was in mind to have attempted the taking
of the castell, in Alexander’s lifetime : yet he let it
alone, because he joined himself with the Achaians.
But at that time there was offered him another
occasion again to attempt it, and this it was. At
Corinth, there were four brethren born in Syria,
of the which, one of them being called Diocles,
was a soldier of the garrison of the castle:
and the rest, having robbed the king’s treasure,
went straight unto Sicyon, to gias the Bapker,
whom Aratus employed in his faculty. These
three brethren immediately sold him part of the
gold they had robbed: and afterwards, one of
them called Erginus, coming often to sge him,
by little and little sold him all the rest. By this
meaps /Egias fell into familiar acquaintance with
him, and talked with bim of the garrison of the
castle of the Acrocorinth. Erginus told him, that
going unto his brother up those steep and high
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rocks, he found a path as it were cut out of the for the
rock, that went to a place of the wall of the castell, “:r‘;‘_g of
which was very low.  /Egias hearing that, answered _ = )
him smiling: Alas, my friend, what mean you to
steal a little piece of gold to hinder the king, when
in one hout’s space you can sell such a great mass
of money together? For as well shall you die if
you be apprehended for thie felony, as if you were
otherwise attainted for treason. Erginus with that
fell a~laughing, and promised that he would feel his
brother Diocles’ mind in it, for he did not greatly
trust his other brethren, So, returning shortly
after, he bargained with Aratus to bring him to
a place of the wall that was not above fifteen feet
high, promising that he would help him to execute
the rest, with his brother Diocles. Aratus pro-
mised then to give him fifty talents, if he brought
his enterprise to pass: and if he failed, that he
would then give either of them, a house and a
talent. Erginus would have the whole fifty talents
put into fEgias the Banker’s hands. Aratus had
not so much ready money, and besides, he would
not take it up at usury, for fear of giving cause
to suspect his enterprise. Wherefore he took all
his plate of gold and silver, and his wive’s jewels,
and laid them to gage to Agias, to disburse the
said sam. But Aratus had so great and noble a
mind in him, and was so bent to do notable acts:
that knowing how Phocion and Epaminondas had
been esteemed for the justest and honestest men of
Greece, because they had refused great gifts that
were offered them, and would never sell nor stain
their honour for money: he yet surpassing them,
was contented to spend his own, to bring any good
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enterprise to pass, and did put his life in danger for
the common benefit of his countrymen, they them-
selves knowing nothing of his enterprise, which
turned all to their benefit. What is he then, that
will not wonder at the great magnanimity and cour~
age of such a man, and that will not even now as it
were, be willing to aid him: considering how dearly
he bought so great a danger of his person, and how
he laid his plate and all the riches he had to gage,
to be brought in the night among the middest of his
enemies, where he was to fight for his own life,
having no other gage nor pledge, but the hope of
such a noble enterprise, and nothing else? But
now, though the enterprise of it self was danger-
ous, an error chancing through ignorance at the
first, made it yet more dangerous. For Aratus had
sent T'echnon, one of his men, before with Diocles,
to view the wall. This Technon had never spoken
with Diocles, howbeit he thought in his mind what
manner of man he was, by the marks that Ergious
had given him of him: that he had a black curled
hair, that his face was black, and that he had no
beard. Now Technon being come to the place
where Erginus said he would be with Diocles: he
stayed before the town in a place called Ornis. So
whilst he was tarrying there, the elder brother of
Diocles, called Dionysius (who knew nothing of
the enterprise, nor was made acquainted withal, and
looked very like his brother Diocles) came that
way by chance. Technon being moved *by the
marks he saw in him, like unto those he was told
of: asked him if he were nothing akin unto Er-
ginus. The other answered, He was his brother.
Then Technon persuading himself it was certainly



-

ARATUS 23

Diocles that spoke to him, without asking him his by tike.
name, or making other inquiry of him: he took ness of
him by the hand, and began to talk with him of met-;one
the practice he had with Erginus, and to ask him gother
of it. Dionysius taking the matter upon him, and
feeding on his error, returned forthwith into the
city, holding him on still with talk, Technon mis.
trusting nothing. But even as Dionysius was ready
to take him fast by the collar : his brother Erginus
came. Who, perceiving how Technon had mis~
taken the matter, and the danger he was in:
beckoned to him with his head to fly, and so
they both ran for life unto Aratus, to save them-
selves. Howbeit Aratus was nothing the more
discouraged for this, but sent Erginus straight to
carry his brother Dionysius money, and to pray
him not to be acknown of anything: who further-
more brought him with him unto Aratus. But
after they had him once, they made him sure for
starting ; for they bound him, and locked him uwp
fast in a chamber, whilst they went about their
enterprise.  So whea all things were ready, Aratus
commanded the rest of his army that they should
tarry behind, armed all might : and he himself with
four hundred of the best men he had (not knowing
themselves whither they went, nor to what intent)
went straight to the gates of the city, passing by the
temple of Juno. This was about the middest of
summer, when the moon was at the full, and the
element very clear without clouds: insomuch that
they were afraid their armours would glitter by
moonlight, and betray them. But as the foremost
of them came near unto the city, there rose clouds
out of the sea that darkened all the city and places
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. Aratus thereabouts, and shadowed them. Then all of them
in great sitting down on the ground, plucked off their shoes,
danger hoth because they should make less noise, as also for
that their footing should be surer, and that they
should slip less upon the ladders. But Erginus,
and seven other companions with him like men that
travel, came secretly into the gate of the city, and
slew the porter and warders there. At that very
instant, Aratus caused the ladders to be set up against
the walls, and made an hundreth of his soldiers get up
on them: and sent also to command the rest, that
they should follow him with all possible speed.
Then drawing up his ladders after him, as fast as he
could, he went through the city with his hundred
men toward the castell, with such a joyful cheer, as
if he had had 1t already in his hand, for that he saw
he was not discovered. But as he went on, he saw
four of the watch coming with a light against them.
They saw not Aratus and his company, but the
enemies saw them plainly afar off. Aratus and his
men therefore stood up close against old walls to
tarry their coming, and at the first onset, slew three
of them: but the fourth having a blow on his head
with a sword, ran away, making an outcry, that the
enemies were in the city. The trumpets forthwith
sounded the alarm, all the city was in an uproar,
the streets were straight full of people running up
and down, and of lights in every corner, both
beneath in the city, as also in the castell, and the
noise was great everywhere. Aratus in the’ mean-
time forced to get up the high rocks fair and softly
at the first, and with great pain and difficulty, being
out of his path he should have found, which he
missed, being very deep into the rocks, and with
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many crooks and cranks went to the foot of the The

castell : but suddenly, even as it had been by miracle, b
the moon appearing through the clouds, when they
were in their worst way, it gave them light, and
brought them to that part of the wall where they
should be, and straight the moon was shadowed
again. Now the three hundreth soldiers whom
Aratus had left at the gate by the temple of Juno,
when they were come into the city, being full of
lights, and in uproar, and besides could not find the
path by the which their captain Aratus went before
them : they stood close together under a rock that
shadowed them, sorrowfully looking to hear some
news of Aratus: who was then fighting with the
garrison of the castell, the which made head against
him with all the force and power they could. Under
the castell there was a great noise heard of men that
fought, but yet the noise was so confused by the
sound rebounding against the rocks and mountain,
that they could not devise whence it should come.
So they being in this perplexity, not knowing which
way to turn themselves: Archelaus, captain of King
Antigonns’ men, having a good number of soldiers
with him, went up the hill with great cries and
noise of trumpets to set upon Aratus, and his com-
pany behind. But after he was passed by these
three hundred soldiers of Aratus’ band, they gave
charge upon him, as if they had been laid there in
ambush of purpose, and slew the first they en-
countered withal, and made the others so afraid,
and Archelaus himself, that they dispersed them,
"and made some fly one way, some another way.
So, as they were overthrown, Erginus came to
these three hundred men, coming immediately from

fthc
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Aratus them that fought, and brought them mews that
taketh Aratus and them of the castell, were come to the
the Acro- (014 together, and valiantly defended themselves,
lustily fighting for the wall, and therefore it was
time for them to help him quickly. Then the
soldiers bade him bring them thither straight, and
80 he did. So they climbing up the hill, did signify
by their cries to their men, that they came to aid
him. Furthermore, the moon being then at the
full, and shining on their barness, made their
enemies in the castle think that they were a
greater number than indeed they were, because of
the long way they had to make to get up upon
the rocks: and also because of the sound in the
night, that made their cry seem to be of a
greater number than they were. At length they
joining with Aratus, they fought it out so lustily,
that they drave the garrison out of the walls,
and by break of day wan the castell. So that their
exploit was discovered by the rising of the sun, and
besides, all the rest of their army that came from
the city of Sicyon: whom the Corinthians very
gladly received, and did set open their gates unto
them, and aided them to take King Antigonus’ men.
Afterwards, when they thought that all was safe,
then Aratus came from the castell unto the theatre
of the city, whither repaired an infinite number of
people, as well for the desire they had to see him,
as also to hear him speak unto the Corjnthians.
So, having placed the Achaians of either side, at
the coming into the theatre: Aratus being armed,
went up into the chair or pulpit for orations, having
his face quite changed, both for the great pains he
had taken, and also for lack of sleep: so that his
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body being overwearied, his spirits were even done. He join-
Now when all the assembly of the people (seeing eth the
him in the chair) did humble themselves to shew ‘(::‘gi:fth
him all the honour and kindness they could possible: 7 vr
he took his spear out of his left hand into his right, Achaia
and bowing his knee and body somewhat, he leaned

upon it, and so stood a great while in this manner

before he spake, receiving the cries of joy and clap-

ping of hands which the people made, praising his
valiantness, and blessing his good hap and fortune.

Then when they had done, and were quiet again,

he framed his countenance, and began to make an

oration unto them in the name of all the tribe

and commonwealth of the Achaians, meet for the
enterprise from whence he came: and persuaded

them to join to the Achaians. So therewithal,

they presently delivered him the keys of their city,

the which were never before that time in their
power, since the reign of King Philip. Now
touching the other captains of King Antigonus:

Aratus having taken Archelaus prisoner, he let him

go, but put Theophrastus to death, because he would

not go out of Corinth. Perszus (captain of the

castle) seeing the castle but lost: he secretly saved
himself, and fled unto the city of Cenchrez.

And it is reported, that as he was afterwards in

talk of philosophy, where one maintaining that a

man could pot be a good captain, unless he were

a perfect wise man: This (quoth he) is one of
Zeno’s opinions rightly, the which heretofore
pleased me best: but now this young Sicyonian
Aratus, hath made me of another mind. Many
writers do report this saying of Perszus. Further-

more, Aratus wan presently the temple of Juno,
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Aratus and the haven of Lechzum where he took
goeth fee and-twenty ships of King Antigonus, and

ai

five hundred horse of service for the war, and
four hundred Syrians, which he sold every one of
them. The Achaians left within the castell of the
Acrocorinth a garrison of four hundred horsemen,
and fifty dogs, and as many hunts, all the which
were kept for the watch of the castell. Now, the
Romans wondering at the valiantness of Philo-
peemen : they called him the last of the Grecians.
Even g0 might I also (in my opinion) say, that this
act is the last and most famous of all the Grecians,
and deserveth to be equal, as well for valiantness, as
also good success, with the greatest exploits of
the most famous ancients : as that which followed
immediately after doth amply declare. For the
Megarians revolting from King Antigonus, did
straight join with Aratus: and the Troezenians
also with the Epidaurians, did likewise enter into
league and friendship with the Achaians. So that
the first invasion he made, he went to spoil the
country of Attica, and crossed over to the Isle of
Salamis, and spoiled and destroyed it, even as
if he had delivered the power and force of the
Achaians out of prison, to serve his own turn in
anything he thought good of. Howbeit, he sent
home the Athenian prisoners without paying of
ransom: and all of policy to make them desirous
to rebel against the Macedonians. Furthermore, he
made King Ptolemy a friend and confederate of the
Achaians, with condition, that he should be lien-
tenant-general both by sea and by land. For these
respects Aratus was of marvellous estimation and
credit with the Achaians: insomuch ‘thit where

b
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they could not yearly choose him their geperal,
being contrary to their law : they chose him at the
least every second year, but in effect, all was done
by his advice and counsel. For they saw plainly,
that it was neither honour, nor riches, nor friend-
ship of kings and princes, nor the private benefit of
his own city wherein he was born, nor any other thing
else that he preferred, before the glory and increase
of the commonwealth of the Achatans. For he was
of opinion, that cities by themselves were but weak,
and being joined together with the chain of common
benefit, they were a strength one to preserve the
other. And in like manner, even as the parts that
are in the bodies of brute beasts have life and sus-
tenance, being joined and knit together, and straight
8o soon as there 13 any separation of them the one
from the other, they live no more and putrefy : even
so cities also were brought to decay by them that
did disperse their society among them, and in con~
trary manner did then again increase, when joining
with any other great body and city, they were gov-
erned with wisdom and good counsel. So Aratus
seeing the chiefest cities thereabouts enjoy their
laws and liberties: thought it a shameful thing to
leave the Argives in slavery and bondage. Where-
fore he practised to kill the tyrant Aristomachus
that governed them, both to shew himself thankful
to the city for his bringing up there: as also to
join that great and mighty city unto the tribe of the
Achaians. Now there were divers men, that had
the hearts and courage to undertake to do it, of the
which the chiefest were Eschylus and Charimenes
the Soothsayer, but they had no swords: for they
were straightly forbidden by the tyrant, and griev

to set R
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Aristip- ous punishments ordained for them that should be
ustyraut found with their swords. Aratus therefore caused
f Argo8 orizin little short daggers to be made at Corinth
for them, the which he sewed up in packs carried
on certain beasts laden with other baggage and stuff.
But the soothsayer Charimenes, did impart this
enterprise unto a third man, and made him one of
the conspiracy with them. /Eschylus being very
much offended with it, began therefore to enter into
practice by himself, and left their company. Chari-
menes perceiving that, took such a toy in his head
in 2 mad mood, that he bewrayed them as they went
about to execute their enterprise. 'This notwith-
standing, the most part of the conspirators saved
themselves, and fled to Corinth. g:) the tyrant
Aristomachus was slain shortly after by his own
men. But then another tyrant Aristippus, a crueller
man than the first, made haste to take the tyranny
before he could be resisted. T'his notwithstanding,
Aratus, with all the young men of the Achaians
able to serve in the field, went suddenly thither with
aid, hoping to find them of the city very glad to
recover their liberty. Howbeit, the people being
acquainted, and of long time used patientfy to bear
the yoke of bondage : there was not a2 man of them
that would once take his part. So he returned
back again, and did nothing, saving that thereby the
Achaians were accused, because that in the open
peace they had made war, and therefore thgy were
put in suit before the Mantineans, at Anstippus’
request, tyrant of Argos. The matter was pleaded
in Aratus’ absence, and the Achaians were con-
demned to pay the sum of thirty minas. After this
proof and attempt of Aratus, Aristippus being affraid

o
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of Aratus, and hating him to the death, sought ways The .
to kill him, with the help of Antigonus, who did miserable
aid him in it : and almost there were spials in every € °|€
corner, that did nothing else but lie in wait to pus P
execute Aristippus’ mind. Now, there is no surer
guard unto a prince, than the perfect love and good-
will of his subjects. For, after that the nobility
and common pe:;ple have been used to fear, not him,
but those that for him command them: he then
seeth with many eyes, heareth with many ears, and
knoweth what 18 done far off. Here therefore 1
will a little digress from my history, to shew you
the manner of Aristippus’ life the tyrant, whereunto
he was brought by this so much desired tyrannical
government, and smoke of seigniory, so esteemed of
all men. Now, though Aristippue had King Anti-
gonus his friend, and that he kept a great guard ot
soldiers about him for the safety of his person, and
that there was not an enemy of his left alive in all
the city: yet he made his soldiers watch and lie
without his palace, under the cloisters and galleries
thereabouts, and after supper turned all his men out
of the doors, and then shut his court gates to him,
and locked himself alone with his concubine, in a
little high chamber with a trap-door, and set his
bed upon it, and so slept, as one that continually
was afraid of himself. Then after he was come up,
his concubine’s mother came to take up the ladder,
and locked it in another chamber : and so did let it
down again the next morning, and called this trim
tyrant, that went down out of his chamber, like
a snake that should have crept out of her hole.
Where Aratus in contrary manner, not having ob-
tained by force of arms, but lawfully through vertue
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Aratus 2 continual government, being simply apparelled
attempts with a poor gown of small price, and shewing
himself a mortal enemy unto all sorts of tyrants:
bath left a race and noble offspring among the
Grecians, which remain yet until this present
day. Contrarily also, there are few tyrants that
do usurp the castels of free cities, that keep so
many soldiers in pay, that make such provision for
armour and weapon, and have s0 many gates and
drawbridges for the safety of their persons, that in
the end can keep themselves from violent death,
no more than hares: neither do leave also any pos-
terity, house, or grave, why their memory should
be honoured after their death. So Aratus having @
divere ways made sundry attempts, both by open
force, and otherwise suddenly, to take the city of
Argos, and to thrust out the tyrant Aristippus: he
ever failed of his purpose, but specially one night
among the rest, when he entered the city very
dangerously, with a few soldiers with him, and
slew the soldiers that came to give supply to them
that fought. But after that day was broken, and
that the tyrant with all his forces came to set upon
him: the Argives stirred not at all, as if Aratus
had not fought for their liberty, but 2s though they
had been judges appointed to sit to see the sports
of the games Nemee, to judge the game unto the
conqueror without partiality, and with indifferency.
Aratus in the meantime fighting like a valiant man,
was thrust at with a pike, and run throwgh the
thigh. This notwithstanding, at length he wan
that part of the city where he fought, and was
not thrust out till night, what force soever the
enemies made upon him: and if he could possibly
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have holden it out all night, he had undoubtedly the castle
obtained his purpose. For the tyrant looked for of Argos
none other but to fly, and had already sent divers
of his goods to the sea. Howbeit no man once
came to tell Aratus any news of it, besides also
lacking water, and for that he could not help him-
self because of his wound, he was driven to lead his
men away, and failed of his purpose. So, despair-
ing that he could ever take it by stealth, he went
thither with open wars, and spoiled and destroyed
all the country of Argos: and having fought a
great battell against the tyrant Auristippus, by the
river of Chares, they blamed Aratus much, that he
forsook the victory, and cowardly retired out of
the battell. For the rest of his army doubtless had
the better, and had followed the enemies far in
chase : when he fled being afraid, not compelled
by his enemies, but mistrusting his fortune, and re-
tired to his lodging. So, when they that returned
from the chase of their enemies were offended, for
that they having put them to flight, and also slain 2
greater number more of them than they had lost of
theirs, and yet for cowardliness should suffer their
enemies (whom they had overcome and put to
flight) to set up marks of triumph in token of vic-
tory: Aratus being ashamed of it, determined to
fight once again, for the marks of triumph. Where-
upon, resting his men but one day, he led them
again into the field, and setting his army in battell
ray, offered to fight once more. This notwith-
standing, when he saw a great supply coming to his
enemy, and that the tyrant’s men came to fight more
lustily, and with better courage than before : Aratus
durst not abide them, but retired, and sent to de-
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Aratus’ mand leave to take away his dead men to bury
strata~ them, yet he could speak so courteously, and behave
ESM himself so wisely, by the experience he had in

government, and also for the good-will they bore
him: that they forgot the fault he committed, and
he wan the city of Cleonz unto the Achaians, where
he caused the feasts of the games Nemee to be
celebrated, as belonging of great antiquity, rather
unto the Cleoneans than unto the Argives. This
notwithstanding, the Argives did keep it also, and
then was the first time that the sanctuary and privi-
lege was broken, which was wont to be granted
unto all them that came to play for the games:
because the Achaians did make them prisoners that
fought in Argos, as they returned through their
country, and sold them as enemies. So marvel-
lously did Aratus and the Achaians hate all sorts of
tyrants, without respect of pardon. Shortly after
he was advertised, that the tyrant Aristippus did
lie in wait to spy opportunity, to take the city of
Cleonz from him: howbeit that he was afraid of
it, becausc he remained at that time in Corinth.
So Aratus straight sent out commandment into every
place, to assemble the army of the tribe of the
Achaians, and that they should bring victuals with
them for many days: and so crafiily came down to
the city of Cenchrez, to entice Aristippus, by his
going away so far off, that in his absence he should
attempt to set upon the Cleonians, as indeed he
did. For he failed not presently to go thither with
bis army. But Aratus returning from Cenchrez
unto Corinth, very late in the night, and haviag
laid good watch every way: he suddenly brought
the army of the Achaians unto Cleonz with such
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speed and quietness, that they were not seen as they and vice
came, but entered into the city of Cleonz by night, tory of
and were ready to fight with the tyrant, before he
knew they were come. So the gates of the city
were set open by break of day, and the signal of
battell given by sound of trumpets: and so setting
upon the tyrant’s men with great cries, they suspect-
ing nothing, they were presently put to flight. And
because the place where the overthrow was given,
had many turpings: Aratus following the chase,
took the way which he thought the tyrant fled in.
The chase continued to the city of Mycenz. There
the tyrant was overtaken by a Cretan called Tra-
giscus, (as Dimas reporteth) who slew him: and
there were slain of his men also, about fifteen thou-
sand. But now Aratus having won such a famous
victory, and lost never a man: he could not yet
win the city of Argos, nor set it again at liberty.
For one [Agias, and another Aristomachus, got
into the town with the king’s army, and kept it.
But notwithstanding, by this noble victory Aratus
did rase out a great part of the reproach that they
gave him, and of the scoffs and slents the flatterers
of the tyrants devised of him. Who to please them,
reported that when they should come to fight in-
deed, the general of the Achaians had the wind
colic in his belly, and a dimness in his eyes with
a giddiness in his head, when he heard but the
sound of the trumpets. And furthermore also,
when he had set his men in battell ray, and given
them the word of battell: he asked the generals
if he should need to be there in person, because he
was hurt in the heel, and then would get him as far
off as he could, to sec the end of the battell. This
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philo- talk was so common, that the philosophers them-
W selves disputing of it, to wit, whether to tremble and
9% change colour in present danger and peril, be signs
of a faint heart or of an evil complexion and cold-
ness of body: they always vouched Aratus, that
had been a good and valiant captain, and yet when
he began to fight, he was ever in that taking. So
when he had overcome Aristippus, he sought means
also to destroy Lysiadas Megalopolitan, who as
absolute lord and king of the country, kept the city
of Megalopolis. Notwithstanding he had no base
mind in him, neither was he carried away with a
cruel desire of tyranny to live at his pleasure, nor
through extreme covetousness, as most princes be:
but being a young man, and pricked forward with
desire of honour and fame, and having wnadvisedly
conceived in his mind, (which was great and highly
bent) the vain reasons he heard men talk of prin-
cipality, as of a state most blessed, and worthy of
admiration : he found the means to make himself
lord of his country. But afterwards, he was soon
weary of the dangers and troubles such manner of
government bringeth with it, and desired to follow
Aratus, whom he saw prosper, and of great honour.
Furthermore, also fearing his secret practices against
him, he took hold of a noble device: first to rid
himself of the malice and fear of the prison and
guard of his soldiers : and lastly, to be a benefactor
to his country. So he sent for Aratus, gave up his
government, and delivered up his city to the tribe
of the Achaians. They so extolled him for this
act, that they chose him their lieutenant-general of
all their tribe. Wherefore, Lysiadas striving at the
first to excel Aratus in honour, attempted divers
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things which were not very meedful: as among ijadl.s
others, to make war with the Lacedemonians. But tyrast of
Aratus was very much against him in that, though e}gdo-
some think it was for envy. Thereupon they chose po
Lysiadas general of the Achaians the second time:
although Aratus openly both spake and made what
means he could to the contrary, and would have
had another to have been chosen. For, he himself
was every other year general. So, Lysiadas was
chosen again general of the Achaians the third time,
with everybody’s good will: and Aratus and he
had absolute power and government by turns, one
after the other. But when they saw that Lysiadas
became open ememy unto Aratus, and did still
accuse him in all their councils and assemblies:
they fell in such misliking with him, that they
rejected him. For they thought his but a counter-
feit vertue, to contend with the perfectness of Aratus’
vertue. Much like unto one of Alsop’s fables,
saying that little birds did answer the cuckoo on

a time, asking them why they did fly from her:
Because we are afraid (said they) thou wilt be a
sparrow-hawk one day. Even s0 it seemeth, that
there was a certain suspicion in men’s minds of Lysia-
das’ tyranny, which made them mistrust that he
went mot from his tyranny with good will. Now
Aratus on the other side, wan as great praise and
honour by his doings against the Ktolians. For when

the Achaians would needs have fought upon the con-
fines of the territory of the Megarians, and that Agis,
king of Lacedzmon, being come with his army to the
camp of the tribe of the Achaians, did persuade
them hardily to give battell: Aratus was stoutly
against it, and did abide many mocke and taunts



Aratus
setteth
_upon his
lagcivious
enemies

40 PLUTARCH'S LIVES

they gave him, saying, that it was for cowardliness
he would not go. This potwithstanding, he would
not leave his wise and safe determination, for all
that open shame: but suffered the enemies to pass
over the mountain Geranea, and to invade Pelo-
ponnesus, and would never fight with them. But
afterwards, when he saw that at their first coming
they had taken the city of Pallené: he then
changed his mind, and would defer time no longer
to tarry till all his power were come together, but
marched forthwith against his enemies, with those
few he had, who marvellously weakened themselves
by their insolency and disorder after their victory,
keeping no watch nor ward. For after they had
entered the city of Pallene, the soldiers ran into every
house, one thrusting in another’s neck, and fighting
for the goods they found. The captains also fell
to ravishing of maids, and the Pallenians’ wives,
and put their burganets and morions upon their
heads, that none other should take them, because
that by the same the soldiers should know whose
they were, and to whom the women belonged. So
they being in this ruff and jollity : news came sud~
denly that Aratus was come. ‘This made them
quake for fear, when they saw they were like to be
taken out of order. For before they all understood
of the danger by their sudden setting on them, the
Achaians were fighting already within the suburbs
and gates of the city, against the first that resisted,
whom they slew. They being broken andeput to
flight, made the rest so afraid that were gathered
together to aid them, that they wist not what to do.
In this tumult and great hurly-burly, there was one
of the ladies a prisoner, that was the daughter of
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Epigethes, one of the noblest men of the city, and
she a marvellous goodly woman, and passing fair:
who being set in the temple of Diana, whither 2
captain had brought her that had chosen her for
himself, and had put his burganet on her head:
she suddenly ran to the gate of the temple with the
burganet on her head, when she heard the noise of
them that fought, to see them fight. The citizens
seeing her in that array, found her the goodlier to
behold, and of greater majesty, than any worldly
creature. 'The enemies on the other side were so
affraid to see her, thinking she had been some
spirit: that not a man of them durst once defend
themselves. So the Pallenians say, that the image
of Diana all the rest of the time is kept locked up,
and nobody toucheth it, and that when the nun
that keepeth it doth carry it elsewhere, no man
dare look on it, but every man turneth his eyes
away: because the sight of it is not only fearful and
hurtful unto men, but it also killeth the fruit of the
trees it passeth by, and maketh them barren. This
was the cause that then troubled the Ztolians’
minds so much, because the nun removing the
image of the goddess Diana, she turned it to-
wards them. Howbeit Aratus in his commentaries
maketh no mention of this at all, but only writeth,
that when he had defeated the Atolians, follow-
ing them in chase, he entered hand over head with
them that fled into the city, out of the which he
drave them, and slew seven hundred of them.
This noble victory hath been esteemed amongst
the chiefest afterwards: and the painter Timanthes
hath drawn and set it forth in table very lively.
This notwithstanding, because divers princes and
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