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PREFACE.

THE papers contained in this, like those in the previous volume,
are derived from the Clarke manuscripts in Worcester College

Library, and are mainly from the volumes numbered xvi., Hi.,
]xv., and cxiv. But single documents have also been taken from
other volumes in the same collection. Moreover, while these

selections were being printed: my attention was called to the fact

that a certain number of Clarke's MSS. were in the possession of

Mr. F. Leybourne Popham, of Littlecote_ Wilts, and were being
examined for the Royal Commission on Historical MSS. By the

kind permission of the Commissioners, and of the owner, I was
"allowed to copy several papers for publication in this volume. The

thanks of the Camden Society are also clue to Mr. J. J. Cartwright,

for his good offices in the matter_ and for the liberality with which
he facilitatedtheconsultatlonoftheMSS._ and the copyingof the

mloctedpapers.

Mr. Popham_spapersarespeciallyvaluableas supplementingthe

mesg_ accountof WilliamClarke'sown llfegivenintheprefaceto

volume one. A letter from Robert Spavin_ one o£ Rushworth's as-

sistants during part of 1648 and 1649, and secretary to Cromwell,

fi_ the date of Clarke's marriage. Spavin, who had accompanied
C0mmwelrs foroes into Scotland,wrote to Clarke on November 2,1648,

to congratulate him and .wish him joy. "Deare friend and Mr,

Bridegroome, I am glad you have a little breathing time after your

solemnltyes to visityour p_or frieu_ with a llne. . . . But sure
-7
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if you had noe better choyse than we had in Scotland you would
not be soe lusty." Cromwell had halted in his march southwards to
summon Pontefract Castle, and Spavin proceeds to give some

account of the siege. "Pomfret put a stop to us, being by the
howse's order and tile Committee of Yorkshyre's desire to take the

care of the _idge, which will take us three weekes time to settle_

and then I hope we shall draw towards you and leave CoL Bright
to command." In conclusion he turns to consider the Fositiou of

polities, is glad to hear that the southern army is beginning to act,
and hopes soon to see an end of "that old jog-trot form of govern-

ment of King, Lords and Commons." "lqoe matter," he continues,

"how or by whome, sure I am it cannot be worse if honest men
have the managing of it, and hoe matter whether they be grcate
or nco .... The Lord is about a greate worke, sucll as will

stumble many meane principled men, and such as I thinke but

few ga_ate ones shall be honoured withsll." Spavin himself was

not honoured with any share in the management of the said great
work, for having been caught forging Cromwell's hand and seal

to pa._ees and protections, he lost his post, and was sentenced by
a council of war "to ride on horseback from Whitehall to West-

minster, and thence through the City, with an inscription on his
back and on his breast, written in capital letters, to signify his
crime."*

This occurred in June, 1649, when Cromwell was about to leave

for Ireland. Clarke did not accompany him thither, but remained

at the headquarters in England. In two letters addressed to him
about this time he ie deeeribo_ as "one.of the secretaries to hie

excellency the Lord Fairfax," and as "secretary unto the Camncil of
War." In the following year he took _ in the invasion of Soot-

_'_ land. and the officers of the invading army recommended him

_ __ .- for the poet of secretary to the Committee of the Army_ no mall -'
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proof of his popularity and his usefulness, a (October 19, 1650.)

The application was unsuccessful, and on August 19, 1651, Clarke

requested Lenthall to appoint him keeper cf the Scottish records,

which had been captured in Stirllng Castle, hut the Parliament

preferred to have them all removed to England. b Clarke's official

gains were sufl_cient to warrant his buying from the State part of

St. John's Wood, when the crown-lands were sold. However, as the

purchase involved him in a lawsuit which lasted for some years, it

can hardly have been profitable3 In his petition to the Commis-

sioners of the Great Seal on this subject, he complains that
"' one Mr. John Collins" had unjustly laid claim to the land in
question. This John Collins was Clarke's uncle, and was the

author of a curious narrative of the Restoration which is amongst

Mr. Popham's papers. Those MSS. contain also the following

letter from Margaret, daughter of John Collins, to her cousin Clarke,
written early in 1661, congratulating him on his recent knighthood.

_'Honored Cozen,

"Give me leave (though ]ate) to congratulate your attainment of that welt
deserved honour conffcrd upon you, as likewise that which you more esteem, the

hopes God hath been pleased to give yourselfe and Lady, of being once agsir.e

blessed with a child, which I hope you will beteeve wee doe heartily rejoyce with you

in. Although our present disturbemce hinders us from tendring our respecte in that
gt_efnll m_ner which your own and deare Ladyes merits justly challenge from us_

who very uuhal_pily came to be concerned in this last troublesom buesine_ in which
although we are the greatest sufferers, yet I hope God and the world will aeqrLit us

being m_y way way the procurers of this or other troubles of this kind, which
may happen to u. And since it hath pleased God to strip us of that deare and
earefull fTeind my mother, and leave _ in a eonditlon not me well provided for as

ehee endeavoured and desired wee should, wee must aow make it our request to you
_, that you would please to importune my father to eerie mmthing upon my sister

mid selfeb that me wee might not bee left destitute how ever things gee with us, and

i See p. 9_24 ; eL (7. B.P. Dem. 1650, p. 351.
b t_ry, Mo_er/a_ of tJw _e//War, ii, 83Z. _"
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that the _ of it may bee r_d in your h_nds, in whom wee doe put the
confidence of any freind liviuge, and wee doe hope that if wee could gett this done

wee should soe farr followe my mother's pattern of good huswifcry and thrift as
that wee should not bee burtheusom or chargeable to any of our freinds. And thus
Sir, haviuge acquainted you with our desires, and preeenting our most humble s_vicl

to your selfe and Lady, beseeching God to send her a happy delivery, and make h_

once againe the gtadd mother of a much promisinge soma, I rest
"Sir,

"Your most affectionate and obliged kinswoman
and humble ser¢ant,

" MARGARET COLLINS.

"S_more,
March 22,
1660.

"Addressed to Sir William Clarke ' art his house in the Pell Mell neer St.
Jumeses.'

"Endorsed _Couz. Margr. Colin_s, Lre of Congratulation.' "

What the origin of the relationship between the Clarke and

Collins families was I have not succeeded in discovering, and

Clarke's parentage and early history still remain obscure. Two
letters from his brother-in-law Kympton Hilliard, also derived from
Mr. Popham's MSS., are printed in this volume (pp. 225, 228).

Other relatives mentioned incidentally in the same MSS. are two

cousins of Clarke's, James Staresmore and Captain Thomas Sherman,

and "brother William Carey," a goldsmith in London.
The papers contained in this volume are more miscellaneous_ in

their nature than those printed in the first volume, and cover

larger period of time. From 1651 to 1660, Clarke was employed

in Scotland, and nearly all his collections during that period relate

solely to the govet_ament of Scotland or to questions of army
administration. As a selection frpm the papers relating to Scotl_n d
isshortlytobo publishedby theScottishHistoricalSocie_, I have

thought it best to exclude say dealing with l hat m_bject. But I

hope to put together at some future date a emall volume of patmr_
concerningtheRestorationand therevolutionsof 1659.
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At the beginning of 1648 there were signs all over England of
the approach of a second civil war. Hardly had the Army and

Parliament come to an agreement to settle the kingdom without
the King, when the Royalists began to take up arms to restore him.

The movement began in Wales, in February, 1648. Col. Poyer

and afterwards Col. Laugharne declared for the King, but their

forces were routed at St. Fagans on May 8 by Col. Horton. A
newsletter describes the effects of this victory on the temper of the
London Presbyterians (p. 6). In the north of England the
preparations of the Scots to send an army across the border roused
the cavaliers of Yorkshire and Cumberland to action. Berwick

and Carlisle were seized by them at the end of April, and on June 1
they surprised Pontefract (pp. 1, 8, 20, 25 ; Appendix, p. 251).
In London a _erions riot took place on April 9 ; seditious placards

against the Parliament were posted about the City, and plans were

laid for a general rising (pp. 2, 5, 11). On May 16 the tumultuous

presentation of a petition from the county of Surrey led to a fight
at the very doors of the House of Commons, and a week later the

Kentish-men seized the county magazines and declared for King
" Charles (pp. 13-17, 22). Fairfax defeated them at Maidstone on

June 1, but the Earl of _orwich with a portion of the Royalist
army crossed the Thames, and joined the Royalists of Essex.
Three htters from Col._ Whalhy to Lord Faiffax illustrate the

history of their march from Stratford _ Colchesler, and their

pursuit by Fairhx's cavalry a (pp. 24, 26, 27). In Colchester,

Norwioh and him followers held out for eleven weeks, hoping
vainly to be relieved by the advance of Hamihon and the Scots,

and be_evhg that their stubborn defence would give opportunity
for the rest of the kingdom to sot. An intercepted letter from

Lord Cspel to Sir Marmadukc Langdale explains the position of

the bedeged, and shows their willlngne_ to sacrifice themselves for

• Oneof these_ I sfter_mrdsfoundto beprintedin the_am Uot-_s.
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the King's cause (p. 28). But Cromwell routed Hamilton at
Preston on August 17. and ten days later hunger forced the
defenders of Colchester to surrender. The town was given up on
August 28, and on the afternoon of the same day Sir Charles
Lueas and Sir George Lisle were executed by order of Fairfax's
Council of War. Clarke's account of the death of Lueas and Lisle,

printed on pp. 31-39, adds many details of great interest to the
'accounts published at the time. Then, as now, many people
regarded their execution as a cold-blooded and treacherous murder ;
but though the equity of their sentence may be disputed, there can
be no doubt that the execution was not a breach of the terms of the
capitulation. The reasons which justified that sentence in the
eyes of the men responsible for it are clearly stated by Ireton
in his discussion of the question with Sir CharlesLucas (pp 35_
37):

The Earl of Norwich and the rest of the Royalist prisoners who
surrendered at Colchester were assured by Fairfax of quarter for
their lives, and at their trials in February, 1649, the plea was
put forward that this promise exempted them from any future
proceedin_ in a civil court. This plea seems to have been first
suggested by the Earl of Norwich_ in a letter which he addressed
to Speaker Lenthall on October 3, 1648, on harning that the
"Houseof Commons had passed an ordinance attainting him of high
treason,b On October 6 the House read Goring's letter, and ordered
that a letter should be written to Lord Fairfax "to desire his

_,_ explanation of that clause of his letter of 29 September, 1648, that
_ , concerns the quarter given to the Lord Goring and the Loixt Capel_
"_- and leaving them to the farther justice and mert_ of the Parlia-
_:, merit." The anl_er of Lord Fa_lax is well Jalmm_sed in RU_-

z: " I _ that Mr. J. I_LRotmd has rec_tty treated the subject in s paper
:_ - read to the Roy_ Historical _giety, but as it is not yet lmbli_aed I can aeareely
_ _ disemshis azgcaas_ .
Y:='**_ b Oomaom'Joura¢2_,vL,_ ; Oary,goatoriabof tlw OicilWar,H.__.
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worth, c but as the letter itself has never been prlntcd_ d and because

its precise phra_ology is of some importance, it is now inserted here.

"Mr. Speaker,

"Though I cannot easily understand what itt is in that letter of mine you recite
that should see much necde a serious explanation (as to the point in question), yett
supposing the scruple to bee, whether my assuring of quarter to the Lord Goring
and the rest did intend or does imply to secure them from further question as to life
before your owne or other eivill judgement for the warre leavied by them, in
obedience to yourcommands I returne this answer.

"That the quarter assured to his Lordshippe and others of that condition was
nott by capitulation or agreement (as by the articles and explanation annex't
may appoare), and therefore could groun_l [noel more clalme then common quarter
to any enemy taken in a feild engagement or other action.

"Now for the sense and extent of common quarter given I have alwayes under°
stood itt to bee an assuring of life against the immediate executmn of the military
sworde from any further execution therby without judiciaH triall, but whether it
imply to protect or exempt them from any judlciall triall or proceeding to life,
either by the civill sword of that authority against which (being subjects) they
rehell_or by the mgrtialt power (as to persons and causes subject to its cognizance),

]_ving never see unde_tood itt nor knowne itt to bee see I leave itt to your
determination.

"And the same power of giving quarter every souldier also troth in his proper
action, which is daily used by them (if they see cause) to all sorts of the enemy, and
then (unlesse where particular command is be_x_rehandto the contrary) alwayes
allowed, whatever the parties prove, because nott understood to amount to further
exemption then as aforesaid, and whether now itt should bee taken otherwise, and
that the souldier granting quarter shall bee a full pardon (as to life), left not my
sense, but the generall sense and practise in all warres and of both parties in this
warre give the determination; butt if itt were see then nott only nee Rebell (by that
civlll Judicature to which hen stood a subject), butt alsoe nee revo_ter or deserter of
his colours and trust(rnnnlng to the enemy), nor any spin or the like (by the maxtiall
power), after once taken uppon quarter should bee brought to a _udiclall trialI or
execution for their revolt or treachery ; and therefore Sir I doe not urge these
thinges out of any perticulur auimc_ty to the Lord Goring, for were hen even an
innocent perwn, or one for whc_neI would begge your pardon, yett I should nott by
_y upinion or silence bee guilty of _ying your judieiall proceeding uppon such a

the _m!_on whereof would at once condemue see much the just and

e Re_werth, vii., 1285, t80_.
J The letter k __gst C_rke's MSS. (vol. cxiv., f. 89) ; but wM not noticed

titl it mm too tate to imert it in its Nvper place/n the body of the volume.
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necessary practices of the Parliament and other states, and a]soe preclude or prejudge
your future proceedinges in pubhque justice against any person for rebellion, revolts,

or treachery in warre, who after utmost extreamity against you could fmde butt any

souldier of yours to give him quarter. T.F.
"St. Albans 13 October

1648."

The questions discussed in this letter were again argued in
February, 1649, at the trials of Hamilton, Capel, Holland, and
Norwich by the High Court of Justice. A volume amongst
Clarke'sMSS. (numbered Worcester MS. lxx.) gives a much com.
pleter account of these trials than any yet published, and the
evidence then given by some of the witnesses against the Earl of
Norwich deals with several of the points raised in the cases of
Lucas and Lisle. But the account is too long to print in
ezt_so, or evdn in an abridged form, in this volume, and it was
thought better to leave it to be treated as a whole at some future
time than to extract a few fragmentary passages from it. A
debate in the Council of Officers on the case of Hamilton and

others will be found on pp. 194-198.
Fairfax's capture of Colchester and Cromwell's defeat of the

Scots set the army at liberty once more to intervene in polities.
While the northern army under Cromwell was assisting to establish
the supremacy of Argylds party in Scotland (pp. 42-49), the
southern armypreparedto prevent the negotiations at Newport from
ending in a treaty which would restore Charles to his throne. In
October the soldiers began to present petitions demanding justice
against all offenderswithout respect of persons, and on November 7
a Council of Officersmet at St. Albans to. torm'alate the defires of

the army. On November 16 the "Remonstrance of the Army"
was agreed to by the Council, and four days later it was presented
totheHou_ ofCommons (p.54). As tothehi_toryoftheRemon-
strancetheseimperss'.'tpplyno new information_buttheydo throw
a greatdealof lighton thedevelopmentofthe designforthe
_izureoftheking,andontlmhi_oryofhisremovalfromCatisbro01m
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to Hurst Castle (pp. 54, 55, 57, 59, 63, 65, 67). Charles was
transferred to Hurst Castle on December 1, and Fairfax's troops

occupied London on the following day. A newsletter, possibly
written by Clarke himself, supplies an account o_' the occupation of

London and of the forcible purgation of the House of Commons,

which is supplemented by a letter from one of the excluded
members to his constituents (pp. 67, 136). The Council of the

Army next passed a vote to send for the King to Windsor Castle,
"in order to the brining of him speedily to justice" (Decem bet 15).
The precautions to be adopted to prevent his escape, and the

manner in which he was to be treated during his detention at

Windsor, were. minutely prescribed to the officers employed, and
the instructions of the Council on these heads were further

explained by private letters from Cromwell and Ireton (pp. 132, 133,
140-147). Concerning the King's trial Clarke's papers are silent.

There are, however, certain orders issued to the troops quartered i-

London, forbidding either officers or soldiers to come to West-

minster Hall, except such as were on duty there, and commanding
the cavalry regiments to be ready for action beth night and day

until the trial ended (p. 186).
Whilst the King's trial was going on, and for some weeks before

it began, the Council of Officers had been busily discussing the

constitution of the future republic. The plan of defining by an

"Agreement of the People" the rights which the people reserved
to themselves, and the powers which they delegated to their repre-

sentatives, originally put forward by the Levellers in the autumn of

1647, was revived again a year later. After a certain number of
conferences between representatives of the Levellers, the army, and

the leaders of the Independent party in and out of Parliament, it

wae agreed that a joint committee should be appointed to prepare
a revised "Agreement of the People" (Nov. 29). The Levellers

believed that the dec_lsion of this committee was to be final, and

that the document drawn up by it was to be at once offered to
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the nation for acceptance, s When they discovered that it was to be
submitted to the Council of Officers for discussion, and found that

the Council insisted on altering and amending it in several

important points, they regarded the army leaders as false to their
phdges. They were still more disgusted when the Coundl, lustred

of circuhting the " Agreement" £or signature amongst the people i

and compelling the Parliament to adopt it, simply presented it to

the House with a request that they would take it into considera-
tion and adopt so much of it as they thought proper. Lilburne
had taken the alarm even before the Agreement was revised by the

Council of Officers, and he published on December 15 Zhe draft of that
document upon which the joint c_mmittee had agreed, under the title
of " Foundations of Freedom." He was anxious to enlL_t popular

support in its favour, and prefixed to it the following appeal to his.
readers :_

"Dear Countryman,
" This Agreement having had its conception for a common good, as being that

which contains those Foundations of Freedom, and Rules of Government, adjudged
necessary to be established in this Natiml for the future, by which all sorts of men

axe to be bound, I adjudged it a just and reasonable thing to publish it to the view
of the Nation, to the ¢x,d that all men might have an opportunity to consider the

Equity thereof, and offer their Reasons against anything therein eon_taine_ befor_

it i8 concluded ; that being agreeable to that Principle which we profess, viz., to do
unto you, u we would all men should do unto us, not doubting but that the Jm_c¢

of it will be maintained and cleared, maug_ the oppoeition of the atoateat
Calumniator, especially in thoee clear points in the Reserve _o much already
controverted, viz., touching the Magistrates power to compel or restrain in mutte_

_ ,_ _ of Religion, and the m of an arbitrary power in the Representative to pa_t_
_o _ men for state ot_ueee, _eainstwhich no Law _ provided; which two thiagt

_,:_: especially are so dear to my un_diag that I dare with _ aver,

_/,_ m_ad Agmaneat, aaa ofthe _aa_ aehatee eoneemieg it_ givea by

_ ' - Hie ntm_n is _ aeeeam_ to the mt&n_mdi_ ef the debateathat I _utve
iaeee_,dittetheA_ (_p, _a.,_.
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That no man can demand the exercise of such a power, but he that intends to be a

Tyrant, nor no man part with them, but he that resolves to be a slave. And so at

L_resent I rest,

" Thy true-hearted

" Friday, Deccmb. "Countryman.

t5, 1648."

The debatesof theCouncil,as recordedby Clarke,dealmainly

with the firstof the two pointsmentioned by Lilburne. On

December 14, 1648, the portionof the Agreement which pro-

hibitedthe magistratefrom imposing any restrictionson the free

exerciseof"religion,was discussedby theofficers,assistedby repre-

_ntativesoftheLevellersand by a number ofIndependentdivines

(pp.73-132). These assistants,however,were allowedno votein

thefinaldecisionon thecontrovertedclause(p.139). The clause

: was referred to a committee, and it was decided by the Council on

December 21, that in the general article reserving certain questions
from the control of Parliament the original reservation concerning

religion should not be included (p. 140). instead of this it was

resolved to insert a special article, the ninth in the Agreement
when completed, to define the powers granted to the Government

in religious matters, and the limits of religious freedom, Early

in January this article seems to have been finally agreed upon
and passed (pp.171-174).

L_lburne and his partizans, angered by the refusal of the Council

to adopt their scheme in its entirety, presented to Fairfax on
December 28. 1648, a protest against the proceedings of the

ol_cers, printed under the title of "A Plea for Common Right
and Freedom." They began by setting forth the mtisfaction

with which they had seen the adoption of their proposal for a new

"Agreement of the People," andthe hopes with which they had-
hailed the first steps taken to carry out the plan. Then they com-
plained bitterly of the "ob_tructious which had arisen "_ the

same hath been tendered to the consideration of your Council."
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"The long time spent already therein, and the tedious disputes

and contests held thereupon, and that in things so essential to our
freedom, as without which we account the Agreement of no value:
for what freedom is there to conseiencious people where the

magistrate shall be intrusted with a restrictive power in matters
of religion ? Or to judge and punish in cases where no law hath

been before provided ? Which are the points which yet remain in

suspence, and about which most of the time hath been spent."

They lamented that too many in the Council had supported the
granting those unreasonable powers to the magistrate, that those

who spoke for them had been countenanced, and those who spoke
against them discountenanced ; and that finally even the Presby-

terian clergy "interests directly opposed to fi'eedom of conscience in

points of God's worship," had been consulted, and attempts made
to satisfy their objections. In conclusion they demanded as a

neee_ary preliminary to the production of "a full and ample
Agreement for the people," the re-organisation of the Council, and

laid down the principles upon which that body ought to be consti-
tuted and its debates conducted.

" 1. To agree what certain number of officers, and no lem shall make a

Councel, which we humbly conceive ought not to be lesse than the major part of tlm
Commission Officers at the head Quarters and adjacent thereunto, not excludi-_ of
otJgtorg,

u 2. That all persons in Co_ncel may sit in a distinct orderly way, so as they may
be observed by the President when they are inclinable to speak_

"3. That you will agree how m_y times any person may speak to a
_ Question.
\_ "4. Thatyou wal freeyour Determinatiousfrol all preteneesof a Negative
_:, Voi_,,mdfrom_d" " ,mdclmekbyaaySapfierOmeer.Aed being
:_ - m re4p1__l__t_1,1. That you will comdder mid resolve, wl_ is tim m_t l_rOlmr way f_

_? _ theadvanceofOffmers,soastopremrvetlmmeatlre_ theintem_ofthePeople,an4
_: : from a servile eoudiflon or smeesamT depeudenee upon tim favour or will of any ;
__ audserioastyto eoasiderwhetheryore._ of MartialL_w (_ aew theyare)
,_ _m _t of too Tyr_om a _ for _ m_y of Fmabem _d_t_m, ami to

t_e&teethesame to xqmm_sad au equalemmtimtlm.
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"2. To take special care of the principles of any Officer to be admitted, that they
be not tainted with those of Arbytrary power or of persecution for matters of

P_ligion.
"_. That there be no disbanding of any sort of men, hut by consent of the General

Councel ; nor admission or listing of any for Horse or _oot, but according to pre-

vision made by the said Councel, it being reported that very many of late are listed
of bad and doubtful condition; by all which means, if eonscionably observed, (and

we trust you will not be the lesse sencible because we advise) the growth of any
corrupt interest will be effectually prevented. And if it shall seem good or any way
usefull unto you, we shall chuse and appoint four of our Friends always to attend
and assist though not to Vote with you."

Fairfax naturally refused to listen to these demands. He was

neither inclined to limit the power of the general nfficers over

their suhordinates_ nor to take any steps which would have revived,
under any form, the representative council of agitators and ot_cers
which had given him so much trouble in 1647. It is evident from

reading the debates that Lilburne's third proposal was aimed at

Ireton, of whose predominance in the Council he elsewhere _pcaks --

with great wrath (Appendix, p. 265). In the debate of December
14 Ireton made five speeches of considerable length, answering the

Independent divines and the representatives of the Levellers with
equal effect. His remarks on the origin of commonwealths, on the

end of the state (p. 79), and on the extent to which biblical prece-

dents could be applied in drawing up modern constitutions are of
particular interest (pp. 113, 122, 128).

A curious scene in these debates, which throws a strange light

on the religious fanaticism of the times, was the appearance of a
woman in the Council of Officers, who announced that she had a

: meeeage to deliver to them which had been revealed to her in s
.vision, She came twice: on December 29 to manifest to them the

disease of the kingdom and its cure (p. 150), and again on
January 5 to protest against the execution of the King (p. 163).

The Council heard her "with great gravity, and solemnly enquired

into the nature of the evidence which proved that her message was

4
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adivinerevelation.An anonymousRoyalistpamphletpublishedin
1651givesa strangelydistortedversionoftheincldent_attributing
thewholeaffairtothecontrivanceofCromwell?

"Now that Cromwell might firmly unite the CounceHof War to him, which con-
sisted of a few able He_d-pieces, to whom he laid himself open so far, as to shew
them their profit and prefermentin the designe, which united them fast to him, the
other part, who were soft heads, and had a good meaning to do no evill, but to
promote the Kingdome of Christ, and throw down Antichrist, and then according to
their duty (as they were taught) to take possession of, and (as Saints) raign over the
Kingdom ; Cromwell provided fit food to feed such fantacies, for he had provided a
monstrous Witch full of all deceipffull craft, who being put into brave clcaths
pretended she was a Lady that was come from a far Countrey, being sent by God to
the Army with a Revelation, which she must make kno_n to the Army, for necessity
was laid upon her ; this Witch had a fair lodging pret_rod for her in White-Hall
where she was very retired.

This Witch had her lesson taught her beforehand by Cromwell and /reton, by
whose ordershe was entertained at White-H_ll.

She desired andienee at the Councell of Warre, for to them she said she was
sent.

Cromwel and Ireton to beget the more attention and belief in the _ in the
Councell of Warre, began to extoll the excellency of Revelation, and conceived that
this Prophetess being a precious Saint, and h_ving much of God in her, o_ght to be

,: heard, and that with all attention ; because in such glorious days as these God did
manifest him_lf extraordim=i]y : and especially to hie Saint_ in chalking out their
way before them when they came into straights and difficulties ; such _ they were
in st that time.

By this time the Witch was come to the door, and forthwith she had admi_mmee;
_' where the Officers all beheld her, and her strange postures, exlnessing high devotion.

Cromwel and lroton _ng their eyes upon her in most solemn manner, (to beget
in the rest o_ the O_eers (who were ready to htngh) an apprehemkm of someL
ex_Lry merioesthing) fell both of them to _ ; the Witch leoiking ia

_-. , their fJz_ and ruing tlmm wesp, f_Jl to wmpinglikewim ; m_t hegan to tetl timm
what acquain_ _ had with God byRevelstio., and how inch a dsy, mmbmi

>_. hour, Lq_rm_h a ma_eershehads_, whleh she w_ to mrlilonlyto
_ them;e_l thst wu, thattim_ tlm ef_ epC_iet'sKte_emwu mu

•+o- ilt l_lqllmi_ ttilb 161ii(ilinied lli tile KatlmQ, Ii. _ , ",
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at hand,andthat Antichristmustbespeedilythrowndown,and that they were the
Instrumentst_t were by God ordainedto throw him down,and how they were

: aboutthatgreatwork,and thatif theywouldprosperin it, they must firstremove
the KbJgoutof the way,whichthey must do by proceedingfirst to try him,and
thento condemnhim, andthen to deposehim,but notto put him to death: with a
greatdeal moresuchstuffwhichthat weeksDiurnaIlprinted at-large,so open was
this busine_e_ThisrelationI had_romonethat was stronglyof the Armies party,
but relatedthisshamefullstorywith muchindignation."

L

The last important debate on the subject of the Agreement took
place on January 13, 1649. On that day it was finally p_sed by

the Council, and a declaration was agreed upon to be presented to
the Parliament, explaining the motives which had led them to draw

it up and offer it to the House. Some members of the Council, and

many of the friends of the Army out of doors, objected to the

proposal that the Army should abandon the dictatorship it had
assumed, and leave Parliament the task of carrying out the

schemes embodied in the Agreement. In that sense the prophetess
from Abingdon had spoken, urging the Council to "go forward

and stand up for the liberty of the people," and not to surrender

to others the power which the Lord had given into their hands
(pp. 151, 163).

In a similar spirit Mr. Erbury now declared, that the Council,

instead of drawing up a new constitution, ought to take in hand

the removal of the oppressive burdens and unrighteous things which

troubled the people. That would be the way to settle the _ation,
and a dozen or twenty-four selected men could effect it in a shorter /
time than a Parliamen_ of four hundred (p. 178). Captain Joyce

added that Fairfax and the Council ought not to try to shift off on

others the work which the Lord had called them to (p. 182).

lreton answered, that to clear up the dispute as to the question of

_gnty, which had or_-iatUy cairned t_ war, amt to take away
from future governments the power to oppress the people, were the _

"Hke.lieetways to settle th_ nation. Harrleou's epeech Was probably ;

_me_e effeetlve, for he sy_ mzoag}ywitk the view of the Fiitl_.t ;_
_. soc. ¥OL.U. d
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i Monarchy men, but argued that the day of the Lord, when the
powers of this world should be given into the hands of his saints,

i had not yet come. And both Ireton and Harrison urged that the
Army was pledged by its declarations, not to use the opportunity

• to perpetuate power in its own hands, but to give it back to the
: civil authority (pp. 175-183!. Their views prevailed; the Agree-

I ment was presented to Parliament on January 20, and the attempt
of the army to settle the nation by its own action was adjourned

. until 1653.

l The last meeting of the Council of Officers recorded in thisvolume took place on March 24, but though Clarke does not record
its further debates it certainly continued to assemble. For the

-- three following years, however, it busied itself almost entirely with
military affairs, and its next important intervention in polities was
the presentation of the petition of August 13, 1652 (O/d Parlia-

_:: _nentary History, xx., 97). From January, 1653, to the expulsion

,: of the Long Parliament in the April following, it met with great
frequency, and discussed public affairs with great vigour. Unfortu-

nately Clarke was at that time in Scotland, and excepting a few

short notices amongst the newsletters in his MSS., there is no
record of these most important debates (See the English Ztisto_'al

: _i'ev/ew, July 1893, p. 527).
: The action of the Council of Officers in January, 1649, had

poetponed for four years the final breach between the military and

_ the Parliamentary sections of _he republican party.

:; So long as the harmony between the leaders of the Army and

the Parliament continued, the newly-founded republic was safe. But

=_ in the spring of 1649 so many dangem,thmatened the exie_nce of
the Commonwealth, that there was good ground for doubting if it

_: " could weather the storm. In Ice_land the English interest was, in

_ CromweU%phrase, almoet"moted out." In Scotland there preys'fled
,_..... . "a very angry hat_nl sl_rlt" against the " army Ofsectaries" and

_+":_ its leaders. In England the Presbyterians and Royalists were

25:
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making readyto co-operatowith Scotsand Irishin restoring
Charles II. (pp. 203,205). A more immediate and pressing danger
was the spread of insubordination in the army, caused by the
doctrines propagatedby Lilburne and his followers. On February
22, 1649, the Council of the Army found it necessary to lay down
regulations limiting the right of thesoldiers topetition, andforbidding
them to hold clandestine meetings for political purposes (p. 190).
Nevertheless, on March l, a petition was presented to the Council
of Officers,demanding the re-establishment of the representative
"General Council of the Army" which had existed in 1647
(p. 193). The discipline of the army had evidently become
considerably relaxed, espeeiaUy in some of the newly-raised
regiments. Faiffax consequently issued stringent orders for the
punishment of any soldiers guilty of plundering during their march '_
for Ireland (p. 193), and Marten's rcgiment, which had earned an _
evil notoriety by its bad conduct, vanishes from the army lists (pp.
56, 213). One of the worst ot_enders of all, William Thompson_
was the leader of the mutiny suppressed at Bufford, and was killed :_
a few days later (p. 199).

Several papers illustrate the history o_ the wilder sects to
which so great a political and religious revolution had given
birth. The little baud of Socialists who termed themselves
"Diggers," and attempted to found a settlement ca S_ George's _
Hill in Surrey, found themselves so hardly treated by the local _
authorities and by their neighbours, that they applied to Fairfax
for protection. Their colony seems to have been broken up about
the end of 1649. The song of the Diggers, doubtless written by _
their leader Wiustanley, is extremely curious (pp. 209-212, 215-224). _

The doctrines and the preaching of the Fi_h-bionarchy men are •
illustrated by the trial d John Erbury for blasphemy, which took :_

in 1652 (p. 233). Of the miscellaneous pape_ containedin ,_
volume four lettem illustrate the history of the navy (pp. 39, _

42, 61, 138), whilg othe__ will be of iaterest to the hhtoriaaa of _

. _
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Cambridge (p. 28), Yorkshire (pp. 1, 8, 20, 25, 70), Cheshire (136),

Hereford (p. 157), Lancashire (pp. 160, 187), and Jersey (p. 228).

On several important passages in Cromwell's ]ire these papers
shed fresh light. The most important and most characteristic

of them all is the long letter from Cromwell to Hammond,
printed on p. 49. Large extracts from it have been given by
Mr. Gardiner, and it is sufficient to refer'the readers of this preface

to his admirable explanations of its political significance. _ Two
points the letter makes clear; the firstis Cromwell's deep distrust

of the King and of any attempt to treat with him; the second is his
de_,ire to see "union and right understanding" between Puritans

of every sort, " Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptists and all."

The justification of the alliance with the Argyle party in Scotland

expresses the views not merely of Cromwell himselg but probably
of the majority of the superior officers of his army. Exactly the

same sentiments are expressed in a letter from the headquarters in

Scotland, printed in one of the pamphlets of the time. b It is signed
J. L. only, but there can be little doubt that these initials designate
John Lambert, Cromwdl's second in command.
"Sir,

"The godly party in Scotland seem to be very sensible of the benefit they have
lately reaped by the victory God gave to our Army, and say they hope never to
forget those in_ments which the Lord chose to work their deliverance; and
check themselves for the hard thoughts they _rmer|y had of the Army : _Lud its
very olmervable, that this Army which the honest party in Scotland looked upon U

a lmndle of Sectaries, not fit to be confinm_l, and did many ways unju_dy reproach,

should now under God, be the onely authors of their deliverance. Some of tim moet
eminent and honorable in Scotland have ingenuously eonfe_ to me ttmir error amd

raahr_ in charging tim Army last 7_r wifll rel_ficm unjnafly, _ng now fl_ is
_z_e_ity pntnpe_th_totreadintl_tveryl_b: Nsy, theyz_lnow_g_iz_
a clearerauthority,wl_re was the _ of the three _ King, Lords,and . •
Common. I ammuchpersuadedthat the Lordhatha gbtious workill Seo_
_ i_E_g_d. T_ei_Zr¢_ of the go_y_ in __to_e Civ_-

* _ Cr_vil W_r, _mt edttic_ iv., 2&8.
. Good new_ f_m Scottand_ beingatruet_l_ of the _ent condlti_of(tm _-

army under the ¢omma_ _I_ag-G_ _L_ 16_8, _to_ • -.'
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_.s once different from that of the godly people in England, or at least acted as it
had been different ; but now the Lord hath been pleased to order the affairs of that
Kingdom, as that the interest of the godly people there, is become the same with ours
in England. and they and we must act upon the same grounds and principles : And
I am persuaded that so much of their power as the Princes of the Earth l_ve lent to
the support of that Man of Sin, God hath and will suddenly break and destroy.

"I have no more at present, but that I am

"Your most affectionate friend,
"J. L.

t, Mordington in Seotland,

Sept. 27, 1648."

Cromwell's friendship with Hammond, proved by this letter _:

of November 6, and by many of those printed by Carlyle, is
further illustrated by two other letters to Hammond printed here _:

for the first time. Mr. Gardiner copied them from the MSS. of

the Marquis of Lothian at Newbattle, and has been good enough to
allow me to add them to those contained in this volume.

The first, which is not dated, was evidently written between
January and April, 1648, and deals with the precautions to be

taken by Hammond to prevent the King's escape from the Isle of _i

Wight. The same subjec_ is touched in letters lii. and lvii. in _?

Carlyle's Collection. _,

C,-o_d/to Harm/.

" Deare Robin, am I forgot_ ? " _

"Thou art not, I wish thee much comfort in thy great busineese, and the ble_finge _a_
of/be Almightyuponthee. :_

"This intelligence was delivered this day viz. that Sir George Cartwright • hath _z_

sent B bo_es from Jersey, and a Barque from Sharbrowe, b under the name of • ,_

bat are sbselutely sent to ]n'inp the Kinge (if their plott can take effect) - ?_

ft*om tim l_of Wight to Jersey, om_ of_eh bontes is returned. back to Jersey wi_h _ _:_

_, bat it i, k_ veryprlv_to. -_:_

-f'_wiah gruto_ bee taken. TrulyI _I_ O_C_lewdl msnned,yoa _?_
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know how much lyeth upon itt. If you would have any thinge more done

lett your freindes know your minde, they are readye to smist and secure you.

"You have warrant now to turne out such servants as you suspect, doe itt sud-
deuly for feare of danger, you see how God hath honored and blessed every resolute
action of theise [?] for him, doubt not but Hee will doe soe still

"Lett the Parliaments shippes have notice of Cartwrights designe that soe they
may looke out for him.

"I have hoe more but rest
"Your true servant

" O. CROMWELL. •

(Addressed):
"For Col. Robin Hammond

Governour of the Isle of Wight
theise art Carisbrooke Castle

hast post has_"

Hammond was removed from the government of the Isle of

Wight at the end of November 1648, for refusing obedience to the
orders of Faiffax concerning the securing the King's person, and

during the Commonwealth neither held any military office, nor took

any part in public affiair_ In 1651 however he again sought for
employment, but had some doubts of the justice of the war with

the Scots, and would have preferred to serve in Ireland. Cromwell
thought him unfit for the work. "You must not expect," he eald

to his Parliament in 1656," that men of hesitating spirits, under the

bondage of scruples, will be able to carry on this work," b and he

wrote in the same spirit now to Hammond.

- Desre Cc_en,
"I reeeaved yours for which I th_ke you, I understand my cozen your wife is

under some trouble of minde, but because you are not perticnlar, I can only _ my

poore prayers shalbe for her that it may bee sanctifie_ to you both. I am glad to
heere my aunt and you are agreed, I hope it's a mereye to you both. You mentima
some purposes to emne and xisRt u_ whlch ktndneem deserves aud hath a_h_n_all
acknowledgn_nt from your f_eindes beere, whee _ in some measm_ their o_d

principles, which are not unknowe_ to yo_
"You doe expres_ in your letter thatt ira the &mire of yo_ mule that you may

• _lo_'sp_ b Carlylo',_ Spe_ v. ,
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be ledd forth in some way wheerein you may have more enjoyment of God, and bee
used to his glorye, fmdinge deadnesse.

"Truly Sir it's a favor from the Lord not to bee vallewed that bee vouchsafe to use
and owne us, of the sweste whereof you have heeretofore tasted, and well it becomes
you in remembrance of former experiences, to say, and thinke soe. Hee is a master
whoe ownes every servant in the lowest station, and those whee are in the heighest
have nothinge to boast of but his favorable countenance and acceptance, the greater
the trust the greater the account, there is not reioycinge simplie in a lowe or high
estate, in riches nor povertye, but only in the Lord. Noe, nor eann wee fetch
contentment from the securest, hopefullest condition wee cann choose for our selves,

nor is the comfort and peace of the spirlt annexed to the greatest retirements, but
the winde bloweth where it llsteth, and if wee bee found with the Lord in his

worke, Hce will disponee what is ncedfnl], and oftentimes exeeede in bountye.
"You hint somewhat of a willingnesse to bee againe engaged, but with this that

the worke in Ireland goes smoother with you then this. You will forgive mee if I
wonder what makes the difference, is it not one common and complexed interest and
cause acted in Ireland and Scotland ?

"You oppose a call to your beinge in a good and setled condition to your content- _

ment. Truly if it bee the Lord's worke now in hand lett it bee of choyee to leave _contentments for itt.

•" The Lord hath nco nesde of you, yett Hee hath fitted you with abiUityes for
the present dispensation, your freindes heere indge soe, and will heartily weleom _°

you, but iudeed I doe not thinke you fitted for the worke uutill the Lord give you
a heart to begg of him that Hee will accept you into his service. Indeed, I write
not this but in desrnesse of love, truth of heart, and feare of the Lord, to you. The

Lord may lay us in the dust when Hce pleaseth, yett wee serve hlm--Hce is our
master, this is our boustinge--lmreeeave and weleom you with comfort into the
fellowship of his service is not more desiered by any then by _

"Your cozen and very atf_Ydcmate freind _

to serve you
"May 18th_ 1651. " O, CROMWELL. __

My affection to my deere cozy, _
and aunt Hampden." __

In two letters to Lord Wharton, numbered by Carlyle cxlvi., and _

cl_x;, Cromwell refers to the similar scruples of Wharton and

other old friends,andtreatsthem in much the same way. Hammond's

answer to C_mweli's letter has not survived, but on July 22, _

1651, he wrote to Cromwell interceding for the life of Mr. Love,

• The _ ie _tet_ph. : _.
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and incidentally saying that his wife's ill-health had prevented him
from joining Cromwell in Scotland. * In 1654 the Protector ap-

pointed him one of the Commissioners for the Government of Ireland,

but he died a few weeks after entering upon the post he had so

long sought.

To return to 1648. The letter printed on pp. 49-53 shows

Cromwell's deep distrust of the King and his objections to the
treaty then in progress at _ewport. These are further explained

in the famous letter of November 25 to Hammond, printed by
Carlyle (No. lxxxv.). He approved of the petitions of the northern

army for the punishment of the King, and he approved also of
the Army Remonstrance of l_'ovember 20. His letters show this.

On Nqvember 20, forwarding the petitions of his army to Fair-

fax, he wrote: "I find in the otBcers of the regiment a very
great sense of the suffcrin_ of this poor kingdom, and in them

all a very great zeal to have impartial justice done upon all

offenders. And, I must confess I do in all, from my heart concur

with them, and verily think and am persuaded, they are things
which God puts into our hearts." On November 25, refer;
ring to the Army Remonstrance, he added: " We have read

your Declaration here, and see in it nothing but what is honest,

and becoming christians and honest men to say and offer. It is

good to look up to God, who alone is able to sway all hearts to

agree to the good and just things contained therein."

On two important points however Cromwell though he accepted
the responsibility of the acts done by _he southern army, disagreed

with the policy adopted by them. He agreed with the opinion
which Ireton some months earlier had expressed to Ludlow, via,

that it would be best to delay the intervention of the army till the

treaty between the King and the Parliament had been ar_udty
__mpleted. "We could perha_ have wiahed_" he wrote " the
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stay of it [i.e. the Remonstrance of the Army] till after the treaty,
yet seeing it is come out, we trust to rejoice in the will of the
Lord, waiting his further pleasure."

]n the second place he evidently desired that the army and the :_

parliamentary minority should imitate the proceedings of the
Argyle party, and as he expressed it "make the parliament null
and call a new one" (p. 53).. On this question however, as
Mr. Gardlner has shown, the army leaders were obliged to yield to
their parliamentary allies, and to content themselves with purging
tile parliamentinstead of forcibly dissolving it. Had Cromwell been
in London at the beginning of December_instead of in Yorkshire, it
is possible that his influence might have won over the parliamentary _
republicans to the original plan. In that case the breach caused by _
the forcible dissolution of 1653 might have been avoided. On the _
other hand he was extremely anxious_ in 16_9 es in 1651, that the _i
Parliament should be persuaded.to dissolve themselves_ without

undue pressure or force from the army (pp. 170, 233). _i_
Cromwell was summoned to London by Fairfax on Nov. 28, _L_

(p. 62) and arrived there on Dec. 6. Concerning his share in °_
the trial of Charles I. these papers give less information than _
we might have expected. The two letters from Cromwell and _'_

Ireton jointly to Colonel Harrison, with the minute precautions for _
the King's safe keeping prescribed by them, prove that Cromwell _
was determined that Charlesshould be brought to trial, (pp. 140-144). s_

_r. Gardlnerhas shown that even af_.erthe King had been conveyed ._
from Hurst Castle to Windsor, "Cromwell and his allies among the _-_._

save the King's life, if it was poeslble to do so _
omce_ desired to

without injury to the cause for which they had fought." • Discussions
_m the subjeet undoubtedly took placo in the Council of Ofli_ers, :_

but no record d these important debates has been preserved. :_:_
No doubt Ciarke was there and took shorthand notes as usual, but _

" _ _ W_', iv., 28_. " '_'
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if so he probably destroyed them in 166_ when _he notes of the
other debates of the council were transcribed. A_royalist newspaper

gives the following account of the division of opinion° amongst the
officers.

"There is great talke at White-Hall of bringing the King to tryaU, and on
Christmas day, when they should have bin at church, praying Ood for that memo,
rabM and unspeakeable mercy, which he in that day showed to mankind, in sending
his onely begotten son into the world for their salvation ; they were practising an
accusation against his Deputy here on earth ; and Ireton declaxed, they had con-
quered the Kingdom twice ; and therefore it was fit they should bring the King,
the eapitall enemy thereo_, to speedy justice : there were six in the council that
were very hot for justice ; and Hugh Peters did very gravely show the nece_ity of
it ; but CromweLl h_ more wit iu his anger, and told them there was no policy in
taking away his Hfe, and shewed divers and more solid reasons than Hugh's were ;
whereof one was, that if they should at any time loose the day, they could produce

the King, their stake ; and by his means work their peace : so it was cone|haled,

that His Maje_d_s charge should be forthwith drawn up, mad himself brought to a

speedy tryall ; and, being found guilty, they could proceed either to mercy, or
justice, as they pleased.".

But if Cromwell had doubts as to the expediency of the King's
execution, he had none as to its justice, blr_ Oohtwin Smi_
erronoouely states that Cromwell neither in his qa_hes nor lette_
touches on the K4ng'8death. Cromwell_fers toit with satiffavtio_
as a warning and asanexample_ in one ofhis'letter_ tothegoveraor of
E_linburgh Castle. b He refers to' it again in hi_ speech about th_
Irish expedition on March 23 1640. "God," he telh the ofl_a_

"hath brought the warre to. an issue hee_ and given yon a gr_
fraite o£ that warre,,to witt--the" execution of emmaptsryjmtim
upon the prinmleader_o_all thisquarrell,!' (F _t).

In the debates_ofthe Ootmeil of _ _.ia tliil velmm_
Cromwell took.eearcety any part. lmteed_.utlm table, of attend,.

• _tcffi_/_ Xd_w_t_. Dee. 2_daa."1,.16/0. For _ mferemeI am
ifadebtedtoM/-.G,.-rcTh_.

b Carlyle, letter cxlviiL Go]gwin. Smith, _ .ga.y//d_ _gat.cn_s, 18_,

p. _9.



am_s shows, he wa_ generally sb_mt (p. 272). Bat as dze discus-

siena mainly conoemed the question of liberty _f,oomoien_--_

_abj_t upon which his opinio_ are l_rfi_tly wdl known farm the
speeches in Carlyle's eolleotioa_this is _ess to he xegretted. On

theother hand the importa_ ep0eeh of Ma_eh 23, oa the subject

of the expeditionto Ireland,tbxows a good dealo_ lightoa

_romwell's views abcag _he Irish war (pp. $00-207}. Re

regarded the me.quest of Ireland M _or_d upon the English
_publie, by the adoption of the cause of Ohades IL is

/xeland, and by the danger _£ a possible invadoa of F._had _rora
thence. His national pride mvohed _ the idea of a Smart

restoration by the arms of Irish Catholics, or indeed of Scotch _
Presbyterians. _' I eonfesse I have had these thoughts with mysel£ ::

that perhaps may be caraall and foolish. I had ratAer be ,o_err_ta
with a Cavalierish interest than of a Scotch interest; I had rather

be overrun with a Scotch interest than ma Irish interest; and I -_

thlnke of all, this is mo_ dangexons. If they eh_l _e able to
carry on their work, they will make this _he most mimsmble people _
in the earth, for all the world knows their barbarism" (p. 205).

Equaliy clu_u_eristleis OromweU's c_e_denee in the txhmph of °_

jds _au_ and hie firm assacaace o_ divine amlsCance aad pro_ioa. _.
"Ati the rest of the world, miaisters lead p_o_ proem, all rob

of all glory, ami reckon it to be a thing of dmaee that has _'_

befallen them. If ave do not depart fn3m _h0d, I am ¢oa_demt_ :_

ewedoing oar duty aa_ waiting upoa the Lord, _ find he will ,._
be as a wall of brain round about us till we/asce _ that work ' _5

thathe hastot as to go" (p. _o4). ___
The last of them new dooexaent_ rebating to C_m_U i_ $

leRer dL_ected to Lieut. Col. Timothy Wilkes, a_y written _:_

early in January 1655. Wilkes was one of the Protector's most _

-devoted adherents, and to him Cromwell unbosomed himself with the _ 7_

tgreatest franknea b and expteeeed the grie£ which the divisions of his _[_

owa party a;ad the oppoeifion of his former fa_nds a_oula_d ha him. f i_



_xii PR_TACE.

It resembles in its tone the letters which Cromwell wrote to Fleet-

wood, and reiterates the same complaints. "Truly" he had written

in August 1653, _ "I never more needed all helps from my Christian
friends than now. Fain would I have my service accepted of the
Saints, if the Lord will ;--but it is not so. Being of different

judgments, and those of each sort seeking most to propagate their
own, that spirit of kindness that is to them all, is hardly accepted
of any. I hope I can say it, my life has been a willing sacrifice,

and I hope for them all. Yet it much falls out as when the two

Hebrews were rebuked : you know upon whom they turned their
displeasure." And again, in June 1655 :b "The wretched

jealousies that are amongst us, and the spirit of calumny turn all to

gall and wormwood. My heart is for the people of God : that the

Lord knows, and will in due time manifest; yet thence are my
wounds ;_which though it grieves me, yet through the grace of

God doth not discourage me totally. Many good men are repining

at everything, ihough indeed many good are well satisfied and
satisfying daily. The will of the Lord will bring forth good in
due time."

The causes of the breach between the Protector and his former

friends, and the motives which dictated the vehement opposition of

the Fifth Monarchy men to his government are very clearly set

forth in a long and intereeting letter from Thurloe to Monk (p. 242).

Two letters from Thurloe's MSS. in the Bodhian Libraiy, omitted
by the editor of the Thurloe papers, are added here in order to

further elucidate this subject. They were either intercepted by

the government, or fon_d amongst the correepondence of some Fifth

_ Monarchy man arrested by its orders. The originals were probably
_i writtenin cypher.

_=_:- "I accountit u 8teat almpplm_ that Ilatve _ either to receive_em
_-?:_- _a _ trm_tt_ amo yea. 8iaee i _I year I_¢r it la_h h¢_ ma_ of

_: * C_rlf_ letterelua_ _ C,rlyle,letter¢=d=.




