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Preface

HIS is Volume III of the new edition of the Works and
Correspondence of Adam Smith undertaken by the University of
Glasgow. It contains the Essays on Philosophical Subjects and

Dugald Stewart's 'Account of the Life and Writings of Adam Smith',
together with Smith's contributions to the Edinburgh Review and his
Preface to William Hamilton's Poems on Several Occasions.

The range of subjects covered in this collection is too wide to be

edited by any one scholar. The main task of dealing with the essays
that are strictly on 'philosophical subjects' was entrusted to W. P. D.
Wightman. The editors for the remaining pieces were chosen with

an eye to their role in the preparation of other, related, volumes. John
Bryce, the editor of the Lectures on Rhetoric, has therefore dealt with

the essay on 'English and Italian Verses', the articles in the Edinburgh
Review, and the Preface to Hamilton's Poems, while Ian Ross, Smith's
biographer and (with E. C. Mossner) editor of the Correspondence,
has looked after Stewart's 'Account'.

It was also thought desirable to appoint general editors in order to

ensure uniformity of practice and to relate the different parts of this
volume to each other and to the edition as a whole. We have tried to
do so by providing a General Introduction and a number of
supplementary notes (enclosed within square brackets). For much of
the information in these notes we are indebted to several scholars,
including P. Michael Brown, John Bryce, Eric Forbes, A. Rupert
Hall, and Donald Malcolm. We owe a special debt to the late Donald

Allan, formerly Professor of Greek in the University of Glasgow, for
his extensive and invaluable help in dealing with classical sources;
many of the supplementary notes concerned with the ancient world
have been supplied by him in their entirety.

We should also like to thank Mrs. Theres_ Campbell, Mrs. Julie
Milton, and Miss Eileen O'Donnell for the care with which they
have prepared the typescript at different stages.

z978 D. D. R.

A. S. S.
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WORKS OF ADAM SMITH
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Languages Considerations Concerning the First Formation of
Languages

TMS The Theory of Moral Sentiments
WN The Wealth of Nations

LJ(A) Lectures on Jurisprudence, Report of I76a-3
LJ(B) Lectures on Jurisprudence, Report dated x766
LRBL Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres

References to Corr. give the number of the letter (as listed in the volume of Smith's
Correspondence in the present edition), the date, and the name of Smith's
correspondent.

References to LJ and LRBL give the volume (where applicable) and the page
number of the manuscript (shown in the printed texts of the present edition).
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number in John M. Lothian's edition of the Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres
(I963).
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Stewart, I.i2 = Dugald Stewart, 'Account of the Life and Writings

of Adam Smith', Sect. I, §x2

TMS I.i.5.5 = The Theory of Moral Sentiments, Part I, Sect. I, Chap.
5, §5

WN V.i.f.26 = The Wealth of Nations, Book V, Chap. i, sixth division,
§26
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General Introduction 1

I

MOST of the essays contained in this book were not prepared for the
press by Smith. They are fragments in fact--perhaps, as Black and
Hutton suggested in the 'Advertisement' to EPS, parts of 'a plan he
had once formed, for giving a connected history of the liberal sciences
and elegant arts'. The essays are also diverse both in terms of subject°
matter and in the degree of finish they had acquired at the time of
Smith's death. Yet, at the same time, there are some common
elements.

To begin with, the more important of the essays plainly have a
'philosophical' character, which conforms to Smith's own recommen-
dations regarding the organization of scientific discourse. Smith
believed that writers of 'didactical' discourse ought ideally to deliver
a system of science by laying down 'certain principles, known or
proved, in the beginning, from whence we account for the several
phaenomena, connecting all together by the same chain' (LRBL
ii.I33, ed. Lothian, I4o). Smith described this as the 'Newtonian'
method, while well aware that it had been used before Newton--
most notably by Descartes. This point in itself is an important
reminder that Smith drew an implicit distinction between the
method used in expounding a system of thought and that employed in
establishing such a system: in the former case, he was able to point out
that Descartes and Newton shared a common approach; in the latter,
he insisted that the Cartesian sytem was 'fanciful', 'ingenious and
elegant, tho' fallacious' (Letter to the Authors of the Edinburgh
Review, § 5).2 In short, the task of establishing a system of thought
must be conducted in terms of the combination of reason and
experience--although even here he was quick to associate this
definition of the term 'method' with Galileo rather than Newton
(Astronomy, IV.44).

For a related account of the views expressed in Sections I-I V of this Introduction, see A. S.
Skinner, 'Adam Smith: Science and the Role of the Imagination', in W. B. Todd, ed., Hume and
the Enlightenment 0974)- Much of Section V is drawn from part of a paper by D. D. Raphael
previously printed (under the title '_The true old Humean philosophy" and its influence on
Adam Smith') in G. P. Morice, ed., David Hume: Bicentenary Papers (1977) and now
reproduced by permission of the Edinburgh University Press.

2 Smith has been seen by some commentators to have had something of a preoccupation with
Descartes. See, for example, S. Moscovici, 'Apropos de quelque travaux d'Adam Smith sur
rhistoire et la philosophic des sciences' in Revue d'Histoire des Sciences et de leurs Applications,
ix 0956), section 3.




