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HISTORY OF ENGLAND

IN THE

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

CHAPTER XI.
AMERICA, 1763-1776,

AT the time of the Peace of Paris in 1768, the thirteen
American colonies which were afterwards detached from
the English Crown contained, according to the best
computation, about a million and a half freemen, and
their number probably slightly exceeded two millions
at the time of the Declaration of Independence. No
part of the British Empire had gained so largely by the
late war and by the ministry of Pitt. The expulsion of
the French from Canada and of the Spaniards from
Florida, by removing for ever the danger of foreign
interference, had left the colonists almost absolute
masters of their destinies, and had dispelled the one
dark cloud which hung over their future, No serious
danger any longer menaced them. No limits could be
assigned to their expansion. Their exultation was un-
bounded, and it showed itselfin an outburst of genuine
loyalty. The name of Pittsburg given to the fortress
erected where Fort Duquesne had once stood attested
the gratitude of America to the minister to whom she
VOL. IV. B



) ENGLAND IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. cH. XL

owed so much. Massachusetts, the foremost of the New
Kngland States, voted a costly monument in West-
minster Abbey to Lord Howe, who had fallen in the
conquest of Canada. 'The assembly of the same State
in a congratulatory address to the Governor declared that
without the assistance of the parent State they must
have fallen a prey to the power of France, that without
the compensation granted to them by Parliament the
burdens of the war would have been insupportable, that
without the provisions of the treaty of peace all their
successes would have been delusive. In an address to
the King they repeated the same acknowledgment,
and pledged themselves, in terms to which later events
gave a strange significance, to demonstrate their
gratitude by every possible testimony of duty and
loyalty.!

Several acute observers had already predicted that
the triumph of England would be soon followed by the
revolt of her colonies. I have quoted in a former
chapter the remarkable passage in which the Swedish
traveller, Kalm, contended in 1748 that the presence
of the French in Canada, by making the English
colonists depend for their security on the support of the
mother country, was the main cause of the submission
of the colonies. In his ‘Notes upon England,” which
were probably written about 1780, Montesquieu had
dilated upon the restrictive character of the English
commercial code, and had expressed his belief that
England would be the first nation abandoned by her
colonies. A few years later, Argenson, who has left
some of the most striking political predictions upon
record, foretold in his Memoirs that the English colonies
in America would one day rise against the mother

' Grahame's Hist. of the chinson’s Hist.of Massachusetts
United States, iv. 94,95. Hut-  Bay from 1749 to 1774, p. 101.
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CH. XI, PREDICTIONS OF AMERICAN REVOLT, 3

country, that they would form themselves into a re-
public, and that they would astonish the world by their
prosperity. Ina discourse delivered before the Sorbonne
in 1750 Turgot compared colonies to fruits which only
remain on the stem till they have reached the period of
maturity, and he prophesied that America would some
day detach herself from the parent tree. The French
ministers consoled themselves for the Peace of Paris by
the reflection that the loss of Canada was a sure prelude
to the independence of the colonies; and Vergennes,
the sagacious French ambassador at Constantinople,
predicted to an English traveller, with striking accuracy,
the events that would occur. ¢England,’ he said, ¢ will
soon repent of having removed the only check that could
keep her colonies in awe. They stand no longer in
need of her protection. She will call on them to con-
tribute towards supporting the burdens they have helped
to bring on her, and they will answer by striking off all
dependence.’ !

It is not to be supposed that Englishmen were
wholly blind to this danger. One of the ablest advo-
cates of the retention of Canada was the old Lord Bath, ~
who published a pamphlet on the subject which had a
very wide influence and circulation ; 2 but there were a
few politicians who maintained that it would be wiser
to restore Canada and to retain Guadaloupe, with
perhaps Martinico and St. Lucia. This view was sup-~
ported with distinguished talent in an anonymous reply
to Lord Bath, which is said to have been written by
William Burke, the friend and kinsman of the great
orator. Canada, this writer argued, was not one of the
original objects of the war, and we had no original right
to it. The acquisition of & vast, barren, and almost un-

' Bancrofi’s Hist. of the United * Letter to Two Great Men on
States, i, 525. the Prospect of Peace.

B3



4 ENGLAND IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. c&m. XL

inhabited country, lying in an inhospitable climate, and
with no commerce except that of furs and skins, was
economically far less valuable to England than the
acquisition of Guadaloupe, which was one of the most
important of the sugar islands. Before the war France
had a real superiority in the West Indies, and the
English Caribbean islands were far more endangered by
the French possession of Guadaloupe, than the English
American colonies by the French possession of Canada.
The latter danger was, indeed, never great, and by a
slight modification of territory and the erection of a few
forts it might be reduced to insignificance. England
in America was both a far greater continental and a far
greater naval Power than France, and she had an im-
mense superiority both in population and position.
But in addition to these considerations, it was urged,
an island colony is more advantageous than a continental
one, for it is mnecessarily more dependent upon the
mother country. In the New England provinces there
are already colleges and academies where the American
youth can receive their education. America produces,
or can easily produce, almost everything she wants.
Her population and her wealth are rapidly increasing ;
and as the colonies recede more and more from the sea,
the necessity for their connection with England will
steadily diminish. ‘They will have nothing to expect,
they must live wholly by their own labour, and in pro-
cess of time will know little, inquire little, and care
little about the mother country. If the people of our
colonies find no check from Canada they will extend
themselves almost without bounds into the inland parts.
. . . What the consequence will be to have a nume-
rous, hardy, independent people possessed of a strong
country, communicating little or not at all with England,
Ileave to your own reflections. . . . By eagerly grasping

at extensive territory we may run the risk, and that
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cn. x1. SHOULD CANADA BE RETAINED ? b

perhaps in no very distant period, of losing what we
now possess. The possession of Canada, far from being
necessary to our safety, may in its consequences be even
dangerous. A neighbour that keeps us in some awe is
not always the worst of neighbours. So far from
sacrificing Guadaloupe to Canada, perhaps if we might
have Canada without any sacrifice, we ought not to
desire it. . . . There is a balance of power in America
as well as in Europe.’!

These views are said to have been countenanced by
Lord Hardwicke,? but the tide of opinion ran strongly
in the opposite direction. Mauduit as well as Bath
wrote in favour of the retention of Canada, and their
arguments were supported by Franklin, who in a re-
markable pamphlet sketched the great undeveloped
capabilities of the colonies, and ridiculed the ¢ visionary
fear’ that they could ever be combined against England.?
Pitt was strongly on the same side. The nation had
learned to look with pride and sympathy upon that
greater England which was growing up beyond the

¥ Remarks on the Letter Ad-
dressed to Two Great Men, pp.
30, 31.

* Hutchinson’s History of
Massachusetts Bay from 1749
to 1774, p. 100. Hardwicke,
however, is said to have been
governed exclusively by commer-
cial considerations,

. ? ‘Their jealousy of each other
18 80 great, that however neces-
sary a union of the colonies has
long been for their common de-
fence and security against their
enemies, and how sensible soever
each colony has been of that
necessity, yet they have never
been able to effect such a union
among themselves, nor even to
agree in requesting the mother

country to establish it for them.
Nothing but the immediate com-
mand of the Crown has been able
to produce even the imperfect
union but lately seen there of
the forces of some colonies. If
they could not agree to unite for
their defence against the French
and Indians . . . can it reason-
ably be supposed there iz any
danger of their uniting against
their own nation, which protects
and encourages them, with which
they have so many connections
and ties of blood, interest, and
affection, and which, it is well
known, they all love much more
than they love one another?’—
Canada Pamphlet, Franklin’s
Works, iv, 41, 42.
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Atlantic, and there was a desire which was not un-
generous or ignoble to remove at any risk the one
obstacle to its future happiness. It was felt that the
colunists who had contributed so largely to the conquest
of Cape Breton had been shamefully sacrificed at the
Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, when that province was re-
stored to France; and that the expulsion of the French
from Canada was essential, not only to the political and
commercial prosperity of the Northern colonists, but
also to the security of their homes. The Indian tribes
clustered thickly around the disputed frontier, and the
French being numerically very inferior to the English,
had taken great pains to conciliate them, and at the
same time to incite them against the English. Six
times within eighty-five years the horrors of Indian
war had devastated the northern and eastern frontier.!
The Peace of Paris, by depriving the Indians of French
support, was one of the most important steps to their
subjection.

_ To any statesman who looked upon the question
without passion and without illusion, it must have
appeared evident that if the English colonies resolved
to sever themselves from the British Empire, it would
be impossible to prevent them. Their population is said
to have doubled in twenty-five years. They were sepa-
rated from the mother country by three thousand miles
of water. Their seaboard extended for more than ono
thousand miles. Their territory was almost boundless
In 1ts extent and in its resources, and the greater part
of it was still untraversed and unexplored. To conquer
such a country would be a task of great difficulty, and
of ruinous expense. To hold it in opposition to the
general wish of the people would be impossible. Eng-
land by her command of the sea might easily destroy its

! Hildreth’s History of the United States, ii. 496.
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commerce, disturb its fisheries, bombard its seaboard
towns, and deprive it of many of the luxuries of life, but
she could strike no vital blow. The colonists were chiefly
small and independent freeholders, hardy backwoods~
men and hunters, universally acquainted with the use of
arms, and with all the resources and energies which life
in a new country seldom fails to develop. They had
representative assemblies to levy taxes and organise re-
sistance. They had militias which in some colonies in-
cluded all adult freemen between the ages of sixteen or
eighteen and fifty or sixty;' and in addition to the
Indian raids, they had the military experience of two
great wars. The capture of Louisburg in 1749 had been
mainly their work, and although at the beginning of the
following war they exhibited but little alacrity, Pitt, by
promising that the expenses should be reimbursed by
the British Parliament, had speedily called them to arms.
In the latter stages of the war more than 20,000 colonial
troops, 10,000 of them from New England alone, had
been continually in the field, and more than 400 priva-
teers had been fitted out in the colonial harbours.? The
colonial troops were, it is true, only enlisted for a single
campaign, and they therefore never attained the steadi-
ness and discipline of English veterans ; but they had
co-operated honourably in the conquest of Canada, and

! Burnaby’s Travels in North
dmerica. Pinkerton’s Voyages,
xiii. 725, 728, 749. Gerard
Hamilton, in & letter written in
1767,8aid ; ¢ There are in the dif-
ferent provinces above a million
of people of which we may sup-
rose at least 200,000 men able to
bear arms ; and not only able to
bear arms, but having arms in
their possession unrestrained by
any iniquitous game Act. In the
Massachusetts Government par-

ticularly, there is an express law
by which every man is obliged
to have a musket, a pound of
powder, and a pound of bullets
always by him, so there is no-
thing wanting but knapsacks (or
old stockings, which will do as
well) to equip an army for march-
ing.’—Chatham Correspondence,
iy Hist. of the Ameri

2 Ramsdy’s Hist.of the Amert-
can Revolaz?;'zbn, i. 40. Hildreth,
il. 486. Grahame,iv.94.
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even in the expeditions against Havannah and Mar-
tinique. and they contained many skilful officers quite
capable of conducting a war.

Under such circumstances, with the most moderate
heroism, and even without foreign assistance, a united
rebellion of the English colonies must have been suc-
cessful, and their connection with the mother country
depended mainly upon their disposition towards her and
towards each other. For some years before the English
Revolution, and [or several years after the accession of
William, the relations of the colonies to England had
been extremely tense; but in the long period of un-
broken Whig rule which followed, most of the elements
of discontent had subsided. The wise neglect of Wal-
pole and Newcastle was eminently conducive to colonial
interests. The substitution in several colonies of royal
for proprietary governments was very popular. It was
found that the direct rule of the Sovereign was much
more equitable and liberal than that of private companies
or individuals. Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Delaware
alone retained the proprietary form, and in the first two
ab least, a large party desired that the proprietors should
be compensated, and that the colonies should be placed
directly under the Crown.! There were slight differ-
ences in the colonial forms of government, but every-
where the colonists paid their governors and their other
officials. The lower chamber in each province was
elected freely by the people, and in nearly every respect
they governed themselves under the shadow of the British
dominion with a liberty which was hardly equalled in
any other portion of the civilised globe. Political power
was Incomparably more diffused, and the representative

! See a very remarkable pam-  lition of i -
phlet of Franklin, called pCool oot o e broprictary govern

ment in Pennsylvania. Frank-
Thoughts on the present Situa- lin’s Works, i
tion (1764), advocating the abo- e TWorks, Iv. 78-93.
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system was incomparably less corrupt than at home, and
real constitutional liberty was flourishing in the English
colonies when nearly all European countries and all other
colonies were despotically governed. Material prosperity
was at the same time advancing with giant strides, and
religious liberty was steadily maintained. Whatever
might be her policy nearer home, in the colonies the Eng-
lish Government in the eighteenth century uniformly
opposed the efforts of any one sect to oppress the others.!

The circumstances and traditions of the colonists had
made them extremely impatient of every kind of autho-
rity, but there is no reason for doubting that they were
animated by a real attachment to Fngland. Their com-
mercial intercourse, under the restrictions of the Navi-
gation Law, was mainly with her. Their institutions,
their culture, their religion, their ideas were derived
from English sources. They had a direct interest in the
English war against France and Spain. They were proud
of their English lineage, of English greatness, and of
English liberty, and, in the words of Franklin, they had
‘ not only a respect but an affection for Great Britain;
. . . to be an Old England man was of itselfa character
of some respect, and gave a kind of rank among them.?
Hutchinson, the Governor of Massachusetts, who was one
of the strongest supporters of the royal authority, ac-
knowledges that when George II1. mounted the tbrone,
if speculative men sometimes figured in their minds an

! In Carolina & law had been palians, and in others the Dis-

passed depriving the Dissenters
of their political privileges, but
it was repealed by the King in
Council. Franklin’s Works, iv.
84. Franklin adds: ¢ Nor is there
existing in any of the American
colonies any test imposed by
Great Britain to exclude Dissen-
ters from office. In some colo-
nies, indeed, where the Episco-

senters, have been predominant,
they have made partial laws in
favour of their respective sects,
and laid some difficulties on the
others, but those laws have been
generally, on complaint, repealed
at home.”—P. 88.

z See his evidence before Par-
liament in 1766. Franklin’s
Works, iv. 169.
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American Empire, it was only ¢in such distant ages that
nobody then living could expect to see it;’ and he adds
that the rapid growth of colonial power had as yet pro-
duced no ¢ plan or even desire of independency,” and
that ¢the greatest hope from the reduction of Canada,
as far as could be judged from the public prayers of the
clergy as well as from the conversation of people in
general, was ¢ to sit quiet under their own vines and fig-
trees, and to have none to make them afraid.”’! The
great career of Pitt, which had intensified patriotic feel-
ings throughout the Empire, was nowhere more appre-
ciated than in America, and the Peace of Paris, however
distasteful to Englishmen, might at least have been ex-
pected to strengthen the loyalty of the colonies. It had
been made by men who were wholly beyond the range
of their influence, yet they had gained incomparably
more by it than any other portion of the Empire.

The patriotism of the colonies indeed attracted them
far more to England than to each other. Small groups
of colonies were no doubt drawn together by a natural
affinity, but there was no common colonial government,
and they were in general at least as jealous of each
other as of England. One of the chief excuses for im-
posing by parliamentary authority imperial taxation on
the colonies was the extreme difficulty of inducing them
to co-operate cordially for military purposes.? Soon
after the Revolution, William had proposed a plan for

! Hutchinson’s Hist. of Mas-
sachusetts Bay, pp. 84, 85.

? The Swedish traveller Kalm,
who visited North America in

things go on very slowly and ir-
regularly here; for not only the
sense of one province is some-
times directly opposite to that ot

1749 and 1750, was much struck
with this dislike to co-operation.
He says : * Each English colony
in North America isindependent
of the other. . . . From hence it
bappens that in time of war

another, but frequently the views
of the Governor and those of the
Assembly of the same province
are quite different. . . . It has
commonly happened that while
some provinees have been suffer-
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general defence against the French forces in Canada by
which each colony was to contribute a contingent pro-
portionate to its numbers, but all the colonial assem-
blies rejected it, and the States which were most remote
from the danger absolutely refused to participate in the
expense.! In 1754, when another great war was im-~
pending, a Congress of Commissioners from the different
colonies assembled at Albany, at the summons of the
Lords of Trade, for the purpose of concerting together
and with the friendly Indians upon measures of defence.
Benjamin Franklin was one of the Commissioners for
Pennsylvania, and he brought forward a plan for uniting
the colonies for defence and for some other purposes of
general utility into a single Federal State, administered
by a President-General appointed by the Crown, and by
a general council elected by the colonial assemblies ;
but the plan was equally repudiated by the colonial
legislatures as likely to abridge their authority, and by
the Board of Trade as likely to foster colonial indepen-
dence.? In the war that ensued it was therefore left to
the colonial legislatures to act independently in raising
troops and money, and while the Northern colonies which
lay nearest Canada more than fulfilled their part, some
of the Southern ones refused to take any considerable
share of the burden. The management of Indian affairs
gradually passed with general approval from the different
colonial legislatures to the Crown, as it was found im-

There are instances of provinces
who were not only neuter in these
circumstances, but who even
carried on a great trade with the
Power which at that very time

ing from their enemies, the neigh-
bouring ones were quiet and in-
active and as if it did not in the
least concern them. They have
frequently taken up two or three

vears in considering whether
they should give assistance to
an oppressed sister colony, and
sometimes they have expressly
declared themselves against it.

was attacking and laying waste
some other provinces.’—Pinker-
ton’s Voyages, xiii. 460, 461.

! Grahame, iii. 13.

2 Franklin's Works, i. 177.
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possible to induce the former to act together on any
settled plan.! :

The history of the colonies during the twenty or
thirty years preceding the Declaration of Independence
is full of intestine or intercolonial disputes. There were
angry discussions about boundaries between Massachu-
setts on the one hand, and Rhode Island, New Hamp-
shire, and Connecticut on the other. Albany was long
accused of trafficking largely with the Indians for the
spoils they had obtained in their raids upon New Eng-
land. New York quarrelled fiercely with Virginia about
the responsibility for the failure of a military expedi-
tion, and with New Hampshire about the government
of the territory which was subsequently known as Ver-
mont. In Pennsylvania and Maryland the Assemblies
were in continual hostility with their proprietaries, and
the mother country was compelled to decide a vio-
lent dispute about salaries between the Virginian laity
and clergy. Great bodies of Dutch, Germans, French,
Swedes, Scotch, and Irish, scattered among the descen-
dants of the English, contributed to the heterogeneous
character of the colonies, and they comprised so many
varieties of government, religious belief, commercial in-
terest, and social type, that their union appeared to
many incredible on the very eve of the Revolution.? The

} Grahame, iv, 145-147.

* The following is the judg-
ment of that usually very acute
observer, Burnaby, who travelled
through the colonies in 1759 and
1760. * Fire and water are not
more heterogeneous than the
different colonies in North Ame-
rica. Nothing can exceed the
jealousy and emulation which

they possess in regard to each
other. The inhabitants of Penn-

sylvania and New York have an

inexhaustible source of animosity
in their jealousy for the trade of
the Jerseys. Masgsachusetts Bay
and Rhode Island are not less
interested in that of Connecticut.
The West Indies are a common
subject of emulation to them all.
Even the limits and boundaries
of each colony are a constant
source of litigation. In short,
such is the difference of charac-
ter, of manners, of religion, of
interest of the different colonies,
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movement which at last arrayed them in a united front
against England was not a blind instinctive patriotism
or community of sentiment, like that which animates old
countries. It was the deliberate calculation of intelli-
gent men, who perceived that by such union alone could
they attain the objects of their desire.

New England, which was the centre of the vesisj-
ance, was then divided into the four States of Massa-
chusetts Bay, Connecticut, New Hampshire, and Rhode
Island, and it was, in proportion to its size, by far the
most populous portion of British America. It com-
prised about a third part of its whole population,! and
Massachusetts alone had, during a great part of the last
war, maintained 7,000 men under arms. The descend-
ants of the old Puritans, the New Englanders were still
chiefly Congregationalists or Presbyterians, and there
might be found among them an austerity of manners
and of belief which was hardly exceeded in Scotland.
It was, however, gradually declining under many influ-
ences. Time, increasing wealth, the intellectual atmo-
sphere of the eighteenth century, the disorders and
changes produced by a state of war, contact with large
bodies of European soldiers, and also the demoralising

mother country. Whenever such
a day shall come, i will be the be-
ginning of a terrible scene. Were
these colonies left to themselves
to-morrow, America would be a
mere shambles of blood and con-
fusion before little petty states
could be settled.'—Answer to the

that I think, if I am notl wholly
ignorant of the human mind,
were they left to themselves,
there would soon be a civil war
from one end of the continent to
the other; while the Indians
and negroes would with better
reason impatiently watch the

opportunity of exterminating
them altogether.” — Pinkerton,
xiii. 752, Otis, one of the earli-
est and most considerable of the
American patriots, wrote in 1765:
* God forbid these colonies shonld
sver prove undutiful to their

Halifax Libel, p. 16. ]

! According to Grahame (iv.
125),in 1763 it contained upwards
of 500,000 persons. The North
American Gazetteer (2nd edit.
1778) estimates its population
at upwards of 600,000.
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influence of a great smuggling trade with the French
West Indies, had all in their different ways impaired
the old types of character. The Governments of three
of the colonies were exceedingly democratic. In Massa-
chusetts the Council or Upper Chamber, instead of
being, as in most provinces, appointed by the Sove-
reign, was elected annually by the Lower Chamber;
every town officer was annually chosen ; all town affairs
were decided in public meetings ; the clergy were
selected by their congregations, and, with the exception
of a few Custom-house officers, the Crown officers were
paid by the State. The Governor was appointed by the
Crown, and he possessed a right of veto upon laws, and
also upon the appointment of Councillors; but as his
own salary and that of the whole Executive depended
on the popular vote, and as the Council emanated directly
from the representative body, his actual power was ex-
tremely small. The civil list allowed by the Assembly
was precarious and was cut down to the narrowest limits.
The Governor usually received 1,000/. English currency
a year, but obtained some additional occasional grants.
The Lieutenant~Governor received no salary as such,
except during the absence of the Governor, and the
office was therefore usually combined with some other.
The judges had each only about 120l sterling a year,
with the addition of some fees, which were said not to
have been sufficient to cover their travelling expenses.!
The Attorney-General received no salary from the As-
sembly, as the Governor refused to recognise its claim
to have a voice in his appointment. Rhode Island and
Connecticut were even more democratic than Massa-
chusetts. By the charters conceded to these colonies,

' Reports of the DBoard of See, too, a letter of Hutchinson
Trade on the Establishments in the American Remembrancer
in America (1766). American 1776, part i. p. 159.

Papers, MSS,, Record Office.
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the freemen elected all their officers from the highest to
the lowest, and they were not obliged to communicate
the acts of their local legislatures to the King. Such a
system had naturally led to grave abuses, and in Rhode
Island especially there were loud complaints of the
scandalous partiality of the judges and of the low pre-
vailing tone of honesty and statesmanship.!

One of the most remarkable recent changes in New
England manners was the extraordinary increase of liti-
gation and the rapid growth in numbers and importance
of the legal class. For a century and a half of colonial
days there were but two lay presidents of Harvard Col-
lege ; nearly half the students were intended for some
church ministry, and the profession of a lawyer was
looked upon as in some degree dishonest and disreput-
able. It was rapidly rising, however, in New England
a8 elsewhere, and it contributed more than any other
profession to the Revolution.? Jefferson, Adams, Otis,
Dickenson, and many other minor agents in the struggle

! See the very unfavourable
picture given by Burnaby;
Pinkerton, xiii.742, 743. Winter-

botham’s Present Situation of

the United States (1795), ii. 2386.
Burke's Ewropean Settlements
n America, ii. 300.

Z See a curious passage in the
Life of Adams prefixed to his
Familiar Letters to ms Wife,
pp. x, xiv. Tucker says of
America: ‘In no country, per-
haps, in the world are there
80 many lawsuits.’—Letter to
Burke, p. 26. So, too, Burke:
‘In no country, perhaps, in the
world is the law so general a
study. The profession itself is
numerous and powerful, and in
most provinces it takes the lead.
The greater number of the depu-

ties sent to Congress were law-
yers. . . . I have been told by
an eminent bookseller that in
no branch of his business, after
tracts of popular devotion, were
80 many books as those on the
law exported to the plantations.’
—Speech on Conciliation with
America, See,too, Burke’s Ku-
ropean Seltlements in America,
ii. 304. The passion for the law
steadily increased, and in 1787
Noah Webster wrote: ¢Never
was such a rage for the study
of law. From one end of the
continent to the other the stu-
dents of this science are multi-
plying without number. An in-
fallible proof that the business
is lucrative,'—Webster's Kssays,
p. 116.
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were lawyers. Another influence which did much to lower
the New England character was the abundance of depre-~
ciated paper money. In 1750 the British Parliament
granted a sum of money to reimburse Massachusetts
for what it had expended more than its proportion
towards the general expense of the war, and the Legis-
lature of the province determined to redeem their paper,
but to do so at a depreciated value, and only an ounce
of silver was given for 50s. of paper, though the bills
themselves promised an ounce for 6s. 84. In 1751 the
mother country was obliged to interpose to prevent the
New Englanders from cheating their English creditors
by making paper legal tender.!

Still with every drawback the bulk of the New
Englanders were a people of strong fibre and high
morals. Strictly Sabbatarian, rigidly orthodox, averse
to extravagance, to gambling, and to effeminate amuse-
ments, capable of great efforts of self-sacrifice, hard,
stubborn, and indomitably intractable, they had most
of the qualities of a ruling race. The revival of
Jonathan Edwards, the later preaching of Whitefield,
and the numerous days of fasting or thanksgiving, had
done something to sustain their fanaticism. A severe
climate and long struggles with the French and the
Indians had indurated their characters, and the common
schools which had been established in the middle of the
seventeenth century in every village had made a certain
level of education universal. Their essentially repub-
lican religion, the traditions of their republican origin,
and the republican tone of their manners, had all con-
spired to maintain among them a spirit of fierce and
Jealous independence. They had few manufactures.

' 24 Geo. IL c. 53. Another subject Tucker’s Letter to Burke,
law to facilitaterecoveryof debts pp. 29-31. Bolles’ Financial
from America was made in 1732  History of the United States,
(5 Geo. IL. ¢. 7). See on this pp. 29, 30.
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Slavery, being unsuited to their soil and climate, had
taken but little root, and there was said to be no other
portion of the globe in which there was so little either
of wealth or of poverty.! The bulk of the population
were small freeholders cultivating their own land. By
a somewhat singular anomaly, the democratic colony of
Rhode Island, during nearly the whole of its colonial
history, adopted the English law of real property with
its system of entail and primogeniture ; but in the other
New England colonies the law favoured equal division,
reserving, however, in the case of intestacy, a double
portion for the elder son? KExtreme poverty was un-
known ; yet Burke, who was admirably acquainted with
American life, questioned whether there were two per-
sons either in Massachusetts or Connecticut who could
afford to spend 1,000l. a year at a distance from their
estates.? DBoston, at the time of the Peace of Paris,
contained 18,000 or 20,000 inhabitants.t It was the
great intellectual centre of the colonies, and five print-
Ing presses were in constant employment within its
walls. It contained the chief distilleries in America ;
it was noted for its commerce, its shipbuilding, and
18 cod-fishery ; and in 1763 no less than eighty New
England vessels were employed in the whale fishery at
the mouth of the St. Lawrence.® Boston, however, un-
like most American towns, appears for a long time to
have been almost stationary. The rise of New York,

! Winterbotham’s View of the
United States, ii. 8, 4.

* Story’s Constitution of the
United Siates, i. 90, 166.

* Observations on the State of
the Nation.

* Burnaby in 1759 reckons the
population of Boston at from
1?_,5)00 to 20,000. Pinkerton,
xil. 744. Adams in his Diary,

VOL. 1V.

Works, ii. 218, estimates it at
16,000, Winterbotham, some
years after the Revolution, reck-
ons it at 18,038. In the North
American Qazetteer, it is placed
as high as 80,000, but this is
certainly an exaggeration.

5 Grahame’s Hist. iv. 129, 130.
Burke’s European BSettlements,
ii. 188,

©
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Philadelphia, and other towns had diminished its pros-
perity, and the New England States were burdened by
considerable natural disadvantages, and by the great
weight of debt bequeathed from the war.,

Among the Middle States the two provinces of New
York and New Jersey still contained many families de-
scended from the old Dutch settlers; but these were
being rapidly lost in a very miscellaneous population.
Twenty-one years before New York, or, as it was then
called, New Amsterdam, fell into the hands of the Eng-
lish, it was computed that no less than eighteen different
languages were spoken in or near the town,! and it con-
tinued under English rule to be one of the chief centres
of foreign immigration. It was noticed during the War
of Independence, that the political indifference of these
colonies formed a curious contrast to the vehemence of
New England,?and New York fluctuated more violently
in its political attitude than any other colony in
America. The town at the Peace of Paris was little
more than half the size of Boston, but it was rapidly
advancing in commercial prosperity, and large fortunes
were being accumulated. In the country districts
much of the simplicity and frugality of the old Dutch
settlers survived ; but the tone of manners in the town
was less severe and more luxurious than in New Eng-
land. There were but few signs of the theological
Intolerance so conspicuous in some of the older States,
and very many religions, representing very many
nationalities, subsisted side by side in apparent har-
mony. There was little intellectual life ; education was
very backward, and the pursuit of wealth appears to
Yave been the absorbing passion.

The letters written by the Governor and Lieutenant-

! Tyler's #Hist. of American Travels in North America in

Laterature, ii. 206. 1780- i
¥ Chastellux. (iing, trans), 780-1782, ii. 180,
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= Governor to the home authorities in 1765 and the two
¢ following years give a curious, though perhaps somewhat

overcharged picture, of the less favourable aspects of New
York life. The most opulent men in the State had risen
within a single generation from the lowest class. Few
persons except lawyers had any tincture of literature,
and lawyers under these circumstances had attained a
greater power in this province than in any other part of
the King’s dominions. They had formed an association
for the purpose of directing political affairs. In an
Assembly where the majority of the members were igno-
rant and simple-minded farmers, they had acquired a
controlling power ; they knew the secrets of every family.
They were the chief writers in a singularly violent
press. They organised and directed every opposition to
the Governor, and they had attained an influence not
less than that of the priesthood in a bigoted Catholic
country. There was a long and bitter quarrel about
the position of the judges, one party wishing that they
should hold their office during good behaviour, and
should thus be beyond the control of the Executive or
Home Government ; the other party wishing that they
should receive fixed and adequate salaries, instead of
being dependent on the annual vote of the Assembly.
The utmost annual sum the Assembly would vote for
its Chief Justice was 300!. of New York currency, which
was much less valuable than the currency of England.
Legal decisions are said to have been given with great
and manifest partiality. ‘In the present state of our
courts of justice,” wrote the Lieutenant-Governor, ‘all
private property for some years past, as well as the
rights and authority of the King, are more precarious
than can be easily imagined’ On one occasion the
Chief Justice gave a judgment against a member of the
Assembly; by the influence of that member his salary
was reduced by 50l. In cases affecting the Revenue
c2
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Acts or the property rights of the Crown, the law was
almost impotent, and the Governor vainly tried to ob-
tain the right of appeal to an English court. Cases
under 5l. in value were decided by the local magis-
trates ; and as it was the custom for each member of the
Assembly to have the nomination to all civil and military
offices in his own county, the Commission of the Peace
was the usual reward of electioneering services. No-
thing was more common than to find petty cases decided
in public-houses, by magistrates who were selected from
the meanest and least respectable tradesmen, and who
were sometimes so ignorant that they were obliged to
put a mark instead of a signature to their warrants.!
By far the most important of the Middle States was
the great industrial colony of Pennsylvania. A fertile
soil, a great abundance of mineral wealth, a situation
singularly favourable to commercial intercourse, and a
population admirably energetic and industrious, had
contributed to develop it, and it far surpassed all the
other colonies in the perfection of its agriculture, and
in the variety, magnitude, and prosperity of its manu-
factures. Its population at the time of the Declaration
of Independence appears to have been about 850,000.

! Documents relating to the
Colonial History of New York
procured in Holland, England,
and France, vil, 500, 705, 760,
774, 796, 797, 906, 979. New
York is described by most of the
writers on America I have al-
ready quoted. J. Adams gives a
very unfavourable picture of the
manners of its inhabitants. He
writes: ‘ With all the opulence
and splendour of this city [New
York] there is very little good
breeding to be found. We have
been treated with an assiduous
respect, but I have not seen one

real gentleman, one well-bred
man, gince I came o town. At
their entertainments there is no
conversation that is agreeable;
there is no modesty; no atten-
tion to one another. They talk
very loud, very fast, and all to-
gether. If they ask you a ques-
tion, before you can utter three
words of your answer they will
break out upon you again and
talk away.’—Adams’ Diary, 1774.
Works, ii. 853. On the condition
of education in New York, see
Tyler's Hist. of American Lite-
rature, ii. 206, 207.
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The Quakers, who were its first colonists, now formed
about a fifth part of the population, and still exercised
the greatest power in the Assembly. Pennsylvania,
however, rivalled or surpassed New York in its attrac-
tion to foreign immigrants, and few countries have
contained so great a mixture of nationalities. The
(Gtermans were so numerous that they for some time
returned 15 out of the 69 members of the Assembly.!
Nearly 12,000 had landed in the single summer of
1749, and in the middle of the century a German
weekly paper was published at Philadelphia.2 There
was also a large colony of Irish Presbyterians, who
lived chiefly along the western frontier, and who had
established a prosperous linen manufacture; and
Swedes, Scotch, Welsh, and a few Dutch might be
found among the inhabitants. The law of real property
was nearly the same as in Massachusetts. There was
perfect liberty, and the prevailing spirit was gentle,
humane, pacific, and keenly money-making. The
Quakers, though their distinctive character was very
clearly imprinted on the colony, had found that some
departure from their original principles was indispens-
able. A section of them, in flagrant opposition to the
original tenet of their sect, contended that war was not
criminal when it was strictly defensive. A long line of
cannon defended the old Quaker capital against the
French and Spanish privateers ; and the Pennsylvanian
Assembly, in which the Quakers predominated, re-
peatedly voted military aids to the Crown during the
French wars, disguising their act by voting the money
only * for the King’s use,’ and on one occasion ¢ for the
purchase of bread, flour, wheat, or other grain,’ the
latter being understood to be gunpowder.?
! Winterbotham, ii. 489. 896.

* Kalm’s Travels in North * Franklin’s Life, pp. 148-
4merica. Pinkerton, xiii, 895, 155, Kalm's Travels. Pinkerton,
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Philadelphia was probably at this time the most
beautiful and attractive city in the American colonies;
famous for its ship-building, for the great variety of its
commerce, and for its very numerous institutions of
benevolence and instruction. Burnaby, who visited it
in 1759, was filled ¢ with wonder and admiration’ at
the noble city which had grown up where, eighty years
before, the deer and the buffalo had ranged. He dilates
upon the admirable lighting and paving of the streets,
upon its stately town hall, upon its two public libraries,
upon its numerous churches, almshouses, and schools;
upon its market, which was ¢ almost equal to that of
Leadenhall ;” upon the crowd of ships that thronged its
harbour. He estimated its population at 18,000 or
20,000, and he tells us that about twenty-five ships
were annually built in its docks, and that many of its
houses were let for what was then the very large sum of
100l. a year. It contained an opulent and brilliant, if
somewhat exclusive society, with all the luxury of a
Kuropean city. The gay profusion of flowers that were
seattered through the houses ; the rich orchards extend-
ing to the very verge of the town, and encircling every
important dwelling; the aspect of well-being which was
displayed in every class; the use of tea, which as early
as 1750 was universal in every farmer’s house ;! the
multiplication of country seats ; the taste for lighter and
more cheerful manners, which had sprung from contact
with the English officers during the war ; the periodical
assemblies of gentlemen and ladies of the best society
to pass the summer days in fishing upon the Schuylkili,
dive