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741. TO JOHN ELLIOT CAIRNES!

Saint Véran, Avignon
Jan. 5. 1865
DEAR SIR

I have been too long in acknowledging the receipt of the very interesting
things you last sent; but I was working against time on another subject, and
had unwillingly to put by your last notes unread until this morning. I thank
you most heartily for them. They are a complete Essay on the state and
prospects of Ireland,? and are so entirely satisfactory that they leave me
nothing to think of except how to make the most use of them. For my new
edition I must confine myself chiefly to the general results; but if I find it
advantageous to transcribe certain paragraphs entire, will you allow me to
name their real author?® The article is a valuable supplement to the notes.
The letter in the Gardener’s Chronicle* I was already acquainted with, having
read it in I forget what newspaper. I beg you to offer my sincere thanks to
Mr Pim® for the books he so kindly sent, which I shall immediately read. His
letter, inclosed in yours, is full of good sense.

Respecting the rate of profits in the United States, we must hope to learn
something through the kind offices of Mr Moran.® But it is, I imagine, very
difficult to ascertain the real average rate of profit, or expectation of profit,
in any country. It would, however, be something to have an answer to the

1. MS at LSE; published in part in Principles, pp. 1088-89. In reply to Cairnes’s
letters of Dec. 23 and 25, MS copies also at LSE, and published in part in Principles,
pp- 107475 and 1086-88.

2. See Letter 709, n. 4, and Letter 728, n. 2.

3. Cairnes gave permission for this use of his notes in his letter to JSM, Jan. 9, 1865.
JSM used Cairnes’s material twice; see Principles, pp. 332-33n., and 334-36. For
JSM'’s emendations of these passages, see Principles, p. 1077, n. 41, and p. 1082, n. 43.

4. An Irish Landlord, “Twenty-five Years’ Work in Ireland,” Gardener’s Chronicle
and Agricultural Gazette, Dec. 4, 1864, pp. 1162-64.

5. Jonathan Pim (1806-1885), of Pim Bros. and Co; MP for Dublin, 1865-74;
author of The Condition and Prospects of Ireland . . . (Dublin, 1848) and On the
Connection between the Condition of Tenant Farmers and the Laws respecting the
Ownership and Transfer of Land in Ireland (Dublin, 1853).

6. Benjamin Moran (1820-1886), assistant secretary and secretary of the United
States Legation in London, 1857-74. It was Moran who, in Dec., 1863, had transmitted
silver medals from the Union League of Philadelphia to JSM, Cairnes, and W. E.
Forster.



986 To John Elliot Cairnes Letter 741

more vague question, whether, in the opinion of Mr Ashworth,” or other
persons to whom business in both countries is familiar, the profits of capital
in the United States are or are not, higher than in England.

Of the two or three points which we differ about, I will only touch upon
one—the influence of price on demand. You say, if a tax is taken off beer
and laid on tobacco in such a manner that the consumer can still, at the same
total cost as before, purchase his usual quantity of both, his tastes being sup-
posed unaltered, he will do so. Does not this assume that his taste for each is
a fixed quantity? or at all events that his comparative desire for the two is
not affected by their comparative prices. But I apprehend the case to be
otherwise. Very often the consumer cannot afford to have as much as he
would like of either: and if so, the ratio in which he will share his demand
between the two may depend very much on their price. If beer grows cheaper
and tobacco dearer, he will be able to increase his beer more, by a smaller
sacrifice of his tobacco, than he could have done at the previous prices: and
in such circumstances it is surely probable that some will do so. His appor-
tionment of self-denial between his two tastes is likely to be modified, when
the obstacle that confined them is in the one case brought nearer, in the other
thrown farther off.

Now as to the Reader.® I consented to become a shareholder with the full
intention of sending occasional contributions (to which I should be quite
willing to put my initials) in case I was satisfied with the editorial arrange-
ments, which I should be, in a very high degree, with regard to any part of
them which you might undertake. My satisfaction would be much increased
if you were willing, as Mr Spencer wished and hoped, to undertake not merely
the political economy department, but political philosophy generally. I could
be more useful to the Reader on other branches of that subject than on
political economy, on which you would seldom need any hand but your own,
and could easily obtain other aid if you accidentally required it. I might give
some help too in moral and metaphysical philosophy, but that department
will probably be under Spencer’s superintendance, and he and I should, I
dare say, often differ. I have heard nothing further of their plans since the
first communication made to me. Perhaps they may like to try their wings a
little before attempting the higher flight which we have advised, but for which
they are not strong enough at present, if the number for December 31 (which
as it has been sent to me, I suppose came out under the new management) is
a sample of what they can do. When you are fixed in London and ready to
take an active part, we shall be likely to have more influence on their pro-
ceedings.

7. Henry Ashworth, author of A Tour in the United States, Cuba, and Canada
(London and Manchester, 1861).
8. See Letter 733.
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I take Macmillan, and was much interested by your article,® which makes
more distinct the idea I already had of the contract system in the mining
districts. Laing, in his Prize Essay,'® brought it forward many years ago as an
example of the cooperative principle.

I was glad to see Mr Brace’s letter in the Daily News.!! I have had a visit
here from a rather remarkable American, Mr Hazard,? of Peacetown, Rhode
Island. Do you know him, or his writings? If not, I shall have a good deal to
tell you about him that will interest you.

Ever, Dear Sir, yours truly

J.S. MiLL

742. TO WILLIAM TALLACK1

Avignon
Jan. 18. 1865
SIR

Your letter and its inclosures have been forwarded to me here. I am glad of
the appointment of a Commission to enquire into the effects of capital pun-
ishment.? I confess, however, that I have a very strong opinion against its
total abolition, being persuaded that the liability to it (whatever may be the
~ case with the sight of it) has a greater deterring effect, at a less expense of
real suffering, than any other penalty which would be adequate to the worst
kind of offences. If examined, therefore, I should not be a witness on the
“right side.” I am Sir
yours very faithfully

J.S. ML
William Tallack Esq.

9. “Co-operation in the Slate Quarries of North Wales,” Macmillan’s, XI (Jan.,
1865), 181-90, reprinted in Cairnes’s Essays in Political Economy, pp. 166-86.

10. Samuel Laing (1812-1897), author of, among other works, Atlas Prize Essay,
National Distress, its causes and remedies (London, 1844), which JSM quotes in
Principles, pp. 769-70.

11. Presumably the letter headed “America,” Daily News, Dec. 28, 1864, p. 5. JSM
had earlier sent to Cairnes the letter from Brace. See Letter 739.

12. Rowland G. Hazard.

* #* % »

1. MS in Osborn Collection, Yale.

William Tallack (1831-1908), author, prison reformer, Quaker; secretary of the
Society for the Abolition of Capital Punishment (1863-66), and of the Howard
Association (1866~1901).

2. A Royal Commission, which included among its members Lord Stanley, John
Taylor Coleridge, John Bright, William Ewart, and Gathorne Hardy, had been ap-
pointed on July 8, 1864. Its findings were published in 1866 in Report of Commission
;(tf thde Provisions and Operations of the Laws of Capital Punishment in the United

ingdom,
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743. TO AUGUSTUS DE MORGAN!
Saint Véran, Avignon
Jan. 22. 1865
DEAR SIR

I have been so much occupied with pressing work, that I have only quite
recently had time to go through the “Double Algebra.”? I have found it
everything that from what I already knew of your speculations I expected it
to be. Either you are the first (not excepting Peacock)? who has pointed out
the true rationale of algebra as an universal calculus, or I was not capable
formerly of understanding the true theory when I had it before me, and have
become capable now. Which of these suppositions is the true one, you best
know. The fact in regard to myself is, that everything which I had a glim-
mering of, I now seem to myself to see as clear as day, while you have also
led me into regions of which I had not even a glimmering, and have shewn
me how I may have an equally clear comprehension of the whole of these by
taking sufficient pains to follow you through the details.

Why is what you have done, not known and recognized as the great con-
tribution to philosophy which it is? I suppose because so few mathematicians
are psychologists, and so few psychologists are mathematicians. I take blame
to myself for not having known your speculations two years ago, as I might
have been helping to spread the knowledge of them. I am

Dear Sir
very truly yours
J.S. ML
A. De Morgan Esq.
744. TO EDWIN CHADWICK1
Blackheath

Jan. 31. [1865]
DEAR CHADWICK

I have received your note, and the slips of part of your intended address,?
which I have read with great edification, though I do not think the practical

1. MS at UCL. 2. See Letter 724, n. 2.

3. George Peacock (1791-1858), mathematician; Lowndean professor of astronomy
and geometry, Cambridge, 1839-58; Dean of Ely, 1839-58; author of Treatise on
Algebra (2 vols., Cambridge, 1842—45), referred to by JSM in his Logic (8th ed.), II,
156 (II1, xxxiv, 6), in conjunction with De Morgan’s work.

* # * #

1. MS at UCL.

2. Address on Railway Reform (London, 1865), read at the first meeting of the
Department of Economy and Trade, of which Chadwick was president, of the NAPSS,
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question so completely decided by it as you seem to think. I cannot con-
veniently manage to be at the meeting this evening, but I shall be at the Club
on Friday® when I hope to hear the subject fully discussed by yourself and
others.

ever yours truly

J.S.Mi1LL

745. TO JOHN ELLIOT CAIRNES1

Blackheath
Feb. 4. 1865
DEAR SIR

I have delayed answering your last letter, until I could at the same time
inform you of my return here.

The Political Economy? has gone to press, considerably improved as I
think, and indebted to you for much of the improvement. I have availed
myself of your permission to acknowledge this in the preface,® and also in
the chapter on the Irish question,* a good deal of which I have given in in-
verted commas as a communication from you. I have endeavoured to correct
the effect of the passage which has been used by Australian protectionists, not
by omitting it, but by giving a fuller expression of my meaning.® The subject
of an Index T had thought of, but most Indexes of philosophical treatises are
so badly and stupidly done, that unless I could have made it myself or got it
made by a political economist, I thought it better let alone. An index is less
wanted for a systematic treatise than for a book of a miscellaneous character,
as the general arrangement of topics, aided by the analytical table of contents,
shews where to find the things most likely to be wanted.

on Jan. 31, 1865. Chadwick was critical of competition in the railway system, and
“argued in favour of consolidation and unity of administration, to be attained through
part purchase or compensation to the shareholders. . . .” (Daily News, Feb. 1, 1865,
. 2).
P 3. The meeting of the Political Economy Club, held Feb. 3, 1865, for which Chad-
wick presented the question: “What are the leading principles of Political Economy
applicable in this Country to the initiation, construction, and working of Railways for
public use?”
* X O *

1. MS at LSE, published in part in Principles, p. 1091. In reply to Cairnes’s letter of
Jan. 9, MS copy at LSE, and published in part in Principles, pp. 1089-90.

2. The 6th ed.

3. Principles, p. xciv.

4. See Letter 741, n. 3.

5. In Book V, chap. x, sec. 1, three long paragraphs were added to the text of the
previous edition. Principles, pp. 919~21.
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I hope that the Reader is not tied to its present editor or sub editor,® and
that all its arrangements are at present only provisional. He goes out of his
way to say the most abominable things about America, and in other respects
he seems to me to do his business carelessly and ill.

I look forward to the pleasure of seeing you soon in England, and, as I am
glad to think, permanently established there.

Ever yours truly

J. S. MiLL

746. TO JOHN CHAPMAN!

Blackheath Park
Feb. 4. 1865
DEAR SIR

I have this morning left at Mr Trubner’s, directed to you, the first article
on Comte. I am well advanced with the second, which will, as I expected, be
considerably shorter than the first.2

I should feel obliged if you would kindly have twenty separate copies made
up for me, as there are a considerable number of persons to whom I should
like to send the articles.

I thank you much for your pamphlet on Seasickness.® You seem to have
made a great discovery.

I am Dear Sir
very truly yours

J. S. MiLL
D~ Chapman
747. TO THOMAS HARE!
Blackheath
Feb. 4. 1865
DEAR S1r

I am glad that my first note to you after our return here is to say that you
were, yesterday evening, elected a member of the Political Economy Club.

6. William Frederick (later Sir Frederick) Pollock (1815-1888), barrister and
author, served for a time as literary editor of the Reader. For his account of his con-
nection with the paper, see his Personal Remembrances (2 vols., London, 1887), II,

8-33.

12 33 *® #* % »

1. MS at Canberra. 2. See Letter 646, n. 2.

3. Functional diseases of the stomach, Part 1. Sea-sickness: its nature and treatment
(London, 1864).

* & & ®

1. MS in 1943 in the possession of Mrs. K. E. Roberts.
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You will be glad to read the inclosed, which please return, as I have not
answered it. When is your new edition likely to be ready??

I have been struck, though not disappointed, by the extreme narrowness
of mind shewn by the Radical members of parliament in all their recent
addresses. There would be more chance, I think, of being listened to, on such
subjects as representation of minorities, by the working classes themselves,
than by their well dressed friends, who are afraid to concede anything, or
admit any fault or danger on the democratic side. But it is a real disappoint-
ment to find the Daily News as bad on these subjects as if the editor® were
looking out for a seat in parliament.

Lord Amberley’s speech® is the only one of any promise. He has brains,
and is in earnest, and as he is sure of influence, good is likely to come of him.

With our kind regards to all your family I am

ever yours truly

J. S. MiLL

748. TO ROWLAND G. HAZARD!

Blackheath Park
Feb. 7 [18657]
DEAR SIR

As you are still in London I should be glad if we could see each other once
more before you leave. Would it suit you to come down and take dinner with
us on Friday at six?

I have been so busy with other subjects that I have not yet been able to
read your book on the Will.2 I preferred not to touch it until I could give
consecutive attention to it. I have read the greater part of your Essay on
Language® of which the purely metaphysical part pleased me much. The

2. The Election of Representatives (1865), 3rd ed.

3. Thomas Walker (1822-1898), sub-editor, 1851, editor, 1858-69, of the Daily
News.

4. John Russell, Viscount Amberley (1842~1876), son of Lord John Russell, 1st
Earl Russell; Liberal MP for Nottingham, 1866-68; father of Bertrand Russell,

The speech referred to, in favour of parliamentary reform, was addressed to the
electors of Leeds, Jan. 31, 1865. For an account of its reception, by both politicians
and press, see The Amberley Papers, eds. Bertrand and Patricia Russell (2 vols., Lon-
don, 1937), I, pp. 358-63. See also The Times, Feb. 2, p. 5. The Times carried full
reports of this speech and later ones: March 17, p. 10; March 18, p. 10; March 20, 1865,

. 6.
P * % #* =

1. MS in Wellesley College Library, as is also Hazard’s of Feb. 6, to which this is a
reply.

2. See Letter 738, n. 2.

3. Language; its connexion with the present condition and future prospects of man.
By a Heteroscian (Providence, R.I., 1836).
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speculations respecting a future state seemed to me to have an imaginative
rather than a philosophic interest.

I hope my publishers have complied with my directions to send to you,
through Mess™® Baring, my two volumes of Dissertations.

I am Dear Sir
very truly yours

J. S. MiLL

Please let me know as soon as convenient if Friday will suit you.

749. TO JOSEPH HENRY ALLEN1

Blackheath Park, Kent
Feb. 9. 1865
DEAR SIR

The delay in acknowledging your kind and interesting letter of Nov. 10
was occasioned by my absence from England, which had prevented me
from receiving the sheets of the Christian Examiner which you so obligingly
sent. One of the first things I did after my return here was to read them.
The paper on Inspiration? interested me as an exposition of a particular line
of thought, but, as you would naturally expect from the nature of my
psychological opinions, it did not carry me with it. The political articles I
was, as I expected to be, much pleased with; and it gave me great pleasure
that you should have thought my miscellaneous essays worthy of so highly
complimentary a judgment.? The article ‘Democracy on Trial* I am almost
certain that I received, and quite certain that if I received it I read it, and
thought highly of it, having always done so of everything political which I
have read in the “Examiner”. In the third edition of my “Representative
Government” just published, I have corrected the omission to notice the
democratic municipal system of the New England States.?

It is almost superfluous now, to congratulate you on the progress of
events. A triumphant end of the war seems not only certain but as near at

1. MS in the Norcross Collection of the Massachusetts Historical Society.

Joseph Henry Allen (1820-1898), American Unitarian minister, associate editor
(1863-65) of the Christian Examiner.

2. “Doctrine and Theory of Inspiration,” Christian Examiner, LXXVII (Nov.,
1864), 265-85.

3. “The Later Writings of John Stuart Mill,” Christian Examiner, LXXIV (Jan,,
1863), 143, which includes remarks on Dissertations, and “Review of Current Litera-
ture,” LXXVII (Nov., 1864), which also includes a notice of Dissertations, pp. 370-72.

4. “Democracy on Trial,” Christian Examiner, LXXIV (March, 1863), 262-94.

5. Inchap. xv, “Of Local Representative Bodies.”
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hand as is perhaps consistent with that complete regeneration of the politi-
cal feeling and thought of the country, to which I have always looked for-
ward as its result. The present attitude of the Free States with respect to
slavery was worth buying at even a greater price than has been paid for
it; since it is the removal not only of a stain but of a moral incubus, and is
likely to be the starting point of a moral progress not inferior to the prodi-
gious material expansion which will be hereafter dated from the annihila-
tion of negro slavery. I am Dear Sir

very truly yours
J. S. MiLL
J. H. Allen Esq.
750. TO JOHN ELLIOT CAIRNES!
Blackheath
Feb. 9. 1865
DEAR SIR

As you supposed, your letter of Jan. 24 had not reached me when I last
wrote to you, but it has been sent from Avignon since. I am much obliged
to you for the trouble you have taken to get information respecting the rate of
profit in the U. States, but I fear it is next to impossible to obtain any conclu-
sive evidence on the subject. There is no more difficult point to ascertain in
the whole field of statistics. The scientific question remains as great a puzzle
to me as ever. Hitherto I have left the passage of my Pol. Economy exactly
as it was; but I shall have to alter it more or less in the proof sheet.?

I may perhaps get some light on the subject from Mr Hazard, (himself a
New England manufacturer of great experience) whom I shall see tomorrow.
I wish you had been already here, that I might have asked you to meet him.
He leaves for America on the 25,

Respecting the cost of transferring land in France I can speak from my
own experience. The mere law expenses are very trifling. The only important
expense is the tax, i.e. the duty on registration, which is at present somewhere
about 7% per cent, but this includes a décime-de-guerre, and the whole or
half of another—which do not profess to be permanent, though there is con-
siderable danger that one of them at least will become so. The second décime
is that which Louis Napoleon made a demonstration of taking off on the

1. MS at LSE. Published in part in Principles, p. 1092. In reply to Cairnes’s letters
of Jan. 24 and Feb. 5, MS copies of both of which are at LSE, and are also published
in part in Principles, pp. 1090-92.

2. See Letters 728 and 761, and Principles, pp. 414-15.
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termination as he thought, or pretended to think, of the Mexican war.? The
upshot was the taking off of half of it only, but whether immediately or pros-
pectively, and whether the reduction has yet taken effect, I cannot say.

The notary’s charge for the contract is 1 per cent.

1 am delighted that you now agree with me on the question of American
separation. D* Brown Séquard’s opinions* do not surprise me, both because
the scientific class have been very generally on the right side of the American
question, and because the actual sight of America generally corrects preju-
dices which 19 times out of 20 are the effect of pure ignorance. It is such
things as this which gauge the depth of British ignorance on all matters what-
ever outside of this island. What wonder that people are ignorant of America,
when they are equally ignorant, & equally ignorant of their ignorance, as to
Ireland? I agree with you in thinking Goldwin Smith entirely wrong in the
object of his last two letters.5

The last number of the Reader is a little better. Since you have begun to
write in it,® the political writing will improve.

I look forward with great interest to what you are now writing about
Ireland.

In haste
ever yours truly

J.S. MILL

3. The decree removing the second décime (3o of a franc, a war surtax) from the
registration fee was announced in the legislative assembly on April 16, 1864. (The first
décime-de-guerre had been adopted in 1799.) See The Times, April 19, 1864, p. 12.
The French forces were conducting a successful campaign of pacification of Mexico at
this time.

4. Charles Edward Brown-Séquard (1817-1894), eminent physiologist and physi-
cian; head of the national hospital for the paralysed and epileptic, London, 1859-63;
professor of physiology and pathology at Harvard University, 1863-67; of pathology
at Paris, 1869~72; of physiology at Geneva, 1877; and of experimental medicine at the
College of France, 1878-94. Cairnes had reported in his letter of Feb. 5 that he had
met Brown-Séquard, “who had just returned from America full of enthusiasm for the
[Northern] cause, and represents the state of opinion there as highly satisfactory and
still progressive.” In his Logic, 6th ed. (1865), JSM introduced a section (III, xim, 3;
8th ed., I, 555-56) drawing on Brown-Séquard’s Lectures on the Physiology and
Pathology of the Central Nervous System (Philadelphia, 1860).

5. Cairnes had written (Feb. 5): “Goldwin Smith . . . is advocating peace on the
basis . . . of reconstruction with an admission of the right of secession, which seems
much like as if one were to rebuild a house whose foundation had given way, having
just given the architect directions that on no account were the foundations to be
restored.” These remarks referred to two letters by Goldwin Smith, “The Prospects of
Peace in America,” Daily News, Jan. 28, 1865, p. 4, and Feb. 4, 1865, p. 4.

6. Cairnes reported in his letter that he had sent the Reader a review of R. H.
Patterson’s The Economy of Capital; or, Gold and Trade (Edinburgh and London,
1864); the review appeared in the number for Feb. 18, pp. 189-90.
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751. TO JOHN CHAPMAN!?

Blackheath
Feb. 9. 1865
DEAR SIR

I return the Lancet? with many thanks. This additional instance of the
value of your discovery must be highly gratifying to you.

I have put into the first page of the second article on Comte a sentence
respecting Mr Bridges’ translation, but without including it in the list at the
head of the article, which is confined to original works.? I see no reason
against its being noticed in the small print at the end of the Review.* You
will have my second article by that time, and will be able to avoid as far as
necessary any inconsistency between that and the notice. The Discours Pré-
liminaire which Mr Bridges has translated, gives the pith of Comte’s later
speculations free from some of their grosser absurdities, and in a form better
adapted than any other of his later works for the information and edification
of English readers.

Many thanks for your kind offer of a greater number of separate copies, but
twenty will be ample. I am

Dear Sir
very truly yours
J.S. MiLL
752. TO JOHN PLUMMER!
Blackheath
Feb. 9. 1865

DEAR SIR

I am afraid you have thought me very negligent in not having sooner
acknowledged your last two letters, but having at the time nothing important

1. MS at Canberra.

2. Probably the Lancet, Dec. 3, 1864, in which on p. 651 a surgeon of the Cunard
Line, Sam M. Bradley, testifies to the efficacy of Dr. John Chapman’s spinal bag for
curing seasickness.

3. John Henry Bridges (1832-1906), positivist philosopher. “There has also appeared
very recently, under the title of ‘A General View of Positivism’, a translation by Dr.
Bridges, of the Preliminary Discourse in six chapters, prefixed to the Systime de
Politique Positive.” “Later Speculations of Anguste Comte,” WR, n.s. XXVII (July,
1865), 2 (reprinted in Collected Works, X, 328-68). Bridges’ translation was published
in London, 1865.

4. So noticed under “Politics, Sociology, Voyages, and Travels,” WR, n.s. XXVII
(April, 1865), 590.

1. MS at Melbourne.

* % * &
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to communicate, I put off writing till I could tell you that we have returned,
and shall be happy to see you here at any time when you are in London.

I saw “Charlie in Australia” and thought it extremely good. I always take
the greatest interest in all you do, and shall hope to hear more from you,
when 1 see you, about the controversy in the Daily Telegraph® of which I
heard something but which my absence prevented me from seeing. I am Dear
Sir

very truly yours

J.S. ML

753. TO HENRY FAWCETT!

Blackheath
Feb. 10. 1865
DEAR MR FAWCETT

Mr Hazard, of Rhode Island, with whom I believe you have already cor-
responded, is very desirous to make your personal acquaintance and from
what I have seen of him and read of his writings I feel certain that you will
have as much pleasure in conversing with him as I have in giving him this
introduction.

very truly yours

J.S. MiLL
Henry Fawcett Esq.

754. TO WILLIAM LONGMAN!

Bllackheath]
Feb. 14. 1865

DEAR SIR—I am quite satisfied with as much of your proposal as relates to
the 8000 copies;” but when we talked together on the subject I understood

2. Not located.

3. On Jan. 5, 1865, a Mrs. M'Dermott appeared before a Westminster magistrate to
complain that her daughter Eliza, age 16, had been improperly induced to enter a
Catholic nunnery by Father Bowden of the Brompton Oratory. The Daily Telegraph
reported the case on Jan. 6, p. 6; on Jan. 9, pp. 4-5, in its second leader it attacked the
Brompton Oratory, summarized the case, and called for governmental visitation and
inspection of conventual establishments for both males and females. The resultant
controversy brought forth many letters both pro and con and several more leaders in
the Telegraph in January.

* * * *

1. MS at LSE .

* % = 8

1. MS draft at LSE. In reply to Longman’s letter of Feb. 10, also at LSE.
2. Longman had proposed that he should hold the right to publish the cheap editions
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that a period was to be fixed after which the plates would revert to me.
Nothing was said about destroying them; & were I to agree to that part of
your proposal I sh? be no longer a free agent, unless under the condition of
making new plates, the cost & risk of which it would require another 8000
copies to remunerate. I would suggest in preference, that if after the first
8000 are sold the demand should still continue, we should for a further period
(to be now fixed)?® go on at half profit & that on the expiration of this further
term (whether determined by years or by number of copies) the plates sh¢
be at my disposal.

I thank you for your note just received. I am anxious to get on with the
new book.

755. TO MAX KYLLMANN1!

Bllackheath]
Feb. 15. 1865

DEAR Sir—It is pleasant to hear from you again. Your letters, besides
being interesting on your own account, almost always contain some valuable
piece of intelligence. What you tell me of the progress of Mr Hare’s system
among the working classes of Manchester is preeminently so. I know very
well to whose indefatigable exertions it is owing. But it confirms me in the
opinion that the working classes will see the true character & the importance
of Mr Hare’s principle much sooner than their Parliamentary allies. The
speeches made by these to their constituents lately have very much disgusted
me. The proverb “il vaut mieux avoir affaire & Dieu qu’a ses saints” is true
of the demagogues & the Demos. The demagogues never dare admit anything
which implies a doubt of the infallibility of the majority. The Demos itself
makes no such pretensions & can see the utility of taking precautions against
its own mistakes. I shall make use of your letter to convince some of the
dress-coated democrats that there is no need to be “plus royalistes que le
roi.”

With regard to the other subject of your letter; I quite agree with you that
no Reform Bill which we are likely to see for some time to come, will be
worth moving hand or foot for. But with respect to the manhood suffrage

of three books until 8000 copies of each were sold, and if further agreement could not
be reached at that time the stereotype plates should be destroyed.
3. Longman next proposed a five-year term, which JSM accepted (see Letter 756).
* * * *
1. MS draft at Johns Hopkins, as is also a letter by Kyllmann of April 22, 1865.
Published in Elliot, IT, 16-18.
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movement, & the question of my taking part in it, I have long since deter-
mined that I would on no account whatever aid any attempt to make the
suffrage universal to men, unless the inclusion of women were distinctly &
openly proclaimed as a substantive part of the design. There are only two
things worth working for—a practical result or a principle: if a practical
result it sh® be one which is attainable; if a principle, not to go the whole
length of it is to sacrifice it. I look upon agitation for manhood as distin-
guished from universal suffrage as decidedly mischievous. The exceptionally
enlightened leaders, mentioned in your letter may not intend, in claiming
half, to deny the whole; but such is the power of words, that every time the
phrase manhood suffrage is publicly pronounced, save in contempt or execra-
tion, an additional rivet is added to the chain of half the human species. It is
to be remembered, too, that universal suffrage was the expression formerly
used by all radicals, & that it was withdrawn & manhood suffrage substituted
precisely because the wider expression had been criticised as including
women. To adopt a phrase which has no other reason of existence than that
it excludes them, would be, in my opinion, to betray the principle & at the
same time, to make a retrograde step.

When any portion or body of the working classes chooses as its programme
a reading & writing (or rather writing and cyphering) qualification, adult
instead of manhood suffrage & Hare’s system, I will gladly give to such a
noble scheme all the help I possibly can. Do not suppose that my opinion
about plural voting® would be any obstacle. I put that in abeyance, first be-
cause I would accept universal suffrage, & gladly too, without it (though not
without Hare’s system) & next because Buxton has smashed plural voting for
years to come by associating it with property,® a thing I have always protested
against & would on no account consent to. Plural voting by right of educa-
tion I sh® not mind defending to any assemblage of working men in the king-
dom. But though I would always speak my mind on it, it would be no bar to
my cooperating. But on adult suffrage I can make no compromise.

I must therefore defer the pleasure of an introduction to Mrs Kylimann
till she & you happen to be in London when it will increase the pleasure I am
sure of having from seeing yourself.

The Baden minister whom 1 referred to must be well known to you—Prof.
Mohl of Heidelberg,* who advocated Hare’s plan by articles in the Zeit of
Frankfort. Mr Hare has the papers.

2. See Rep. Govt., chap. vim.

3. See Letter 734, n. 10.

4. Robert Mohl (1799-1875), professor of law at Heidelberg, and statesman. One
of his articles may have been that cited by Hare as of Dec. 10, 1861, in his The
Election of Representatives, 3rd ed., p. 328.



