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A
DISCOURSE, &o

PsarLm cxxii. 2d, and following verfes,

Our feet foall fland within thy gates, O Ferufalem,
whither the tribes go up; the tribes of the Lord
unto the teflimony of Ifrael. To give thanks to
the name of the Lord, for there fit the thromes of
Judgment 3 the throme of the Houfe of David.
Pray for the peace of JERUSALEM. They fhall
profper that love thee. Peace be within thy walls,
and profperity within thy palaces. For my brethren
and companions fake I will now fay peace be within

thee. Becaufe of the Houfe of the Lord our God, I
will feck thy good,

N thefe words the Pfalmift exprefles,
in ftrong and beautiful language, his
love of his country, and the reafons on
which he founded it; and my prefent
defign is, to take occafion from them to
cxplain the duty we owe to our country,
and the nature, foundation, and proper
B expreflions
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expreffions of that love to it which we
ought to cultivate.

I reckon this a fubject particularly
{uitable to the fervices of this day, and to
the Anniverfary of our deliverance at the
Revolution from the dangers of popery
and arbitrary power; and fhould I, on
fuch an occafion, be led to touch more
on political {ubjects than would at any
other time be proper in the pulpit, you
will, I doubt not, excufe me.

The love of our country has in all
times been a fubje@ of warm com-
mendations; and it is certainly a noble
paffion ; but, like all other paffions, it
requires regulation and direGtion. ‘There
are miftakes and prejudices by which,
in this inftance, we are in particular
danger of being mifled.——I will briefly
mention fome of thefe to you, and ob.
ferve,

Firft, That by our country is meant,
in this cafe, not the foil or the fpot of
earth on which we happen to have been

bom ;
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born ; not the forefts and fields, but
that community of which we are mem-
bers; or that body of companions and
friends and kindred who are affociated
with us under the fame conftitution of
government, prote@ed by the fame laws,
and bound togecther by the fame civil
polity.

Secondly, It is proper to obferve, that
even in this fenfe of our country, that
love of it which is our duty, does not
imply any convition of the fuperior
value of it to other countries, or any
particular preference of its laws and
conftitution of government. Were this
implied, the love of their country would
be the duty of only a very {mall part of
mankind ; for there are few countries
that enjoy the advantage of laws and
governments which deferve to be pre-
ferred. To found, therefore, this duty
on fuch a preference, would be to found
it on error and delufion. It is, however,
a common delufion. There is the fame
partiality in countries, to themfelves, that

B2 there
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there is in individuals. All our attache
ments fhould be accompanied, as far as
poflible, with right opinions.——We are
too apt to confine wifdom and virtue
within the circle of our own acquaintance
and party. Our friends, our country,
and in fhort every thing related to us,
we are difpofed to overvalue. A wile
man will guard himfelf againft this
delufion. He will ftudy to think of all
things as they are, and not fuffer any
partial affe¢tions to blind his under-
ftanding. In other families there may
be as much worth as in our own. In
other circles of friends there may be as
much wifdom; and in other countries as
much of all that deferves efteem; but,
notwithftanding this, our obligation to
love our own families, friends, and coun-
try, and to feek, in the firft place, their
good, will remain the fame.

Thirdly, It is proper I fhould defire
you particularly to diftinguith between
the love of our country and that fpirit of
rivalthip and ambition which has been

common
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common among nations. What has
the love of their country hitherto been
among mankind? What has it been but
a love of domination; a defire of con-
queft, and a thirft for grandeur and glory,
by extending territory, and enflaving fur-
rounding countries? What has it been
but a blind and narrow principle, pro-
ducing in every country a contempt
of other countries, and forming men
into combinations and factions againft
their common rights and liberties ? This
is the principle that has been too often
cried up as a virtue of the firft rank: a
principle of the fame kind with that
which governs clans of Indians or tribes
of Arabs, and leads them out to plunder
and maffacre. As moft of the evils
which have taken place in private life,
and among individuals, have been oc-
cafioned by the defire of private in-
tereft overcoming the public affeGtions ; fo
moft of the evils which have taken place
among bodies of men have been occafioned
by the defire of their own intereft over-

B3 coming
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coming the principle of univerfal benevo-
lence : and leading them to attack one ano-
ther’s territories, toencroach on one ano-
ther’s rights, and to endeavour to build
their own advancement on the degradation
of all within the reach of their power——
What was the love of their country
among the Yews, but a wretched partiality
to themfelves, and a proud contempt of
all other nations? What was the love of
their country among the old Romans?
We have heard much of it; but I cannot
hefitate in faying that, however great it
appeared in fome of its exertions, it was
in general no better than a principle hold-
ing together a band of robbers in their
attempts to cruth all liberty but their
own, What is now the love of his coun-
try in a Spaniard, a Turk, or a Ruffian?
Can it be confidered as any thing better
than a paffion for flavery, or a blind
attachment to a fpot where he enjoys no
rights, and is difpofed of as if he was
a beaft ?

Let us learn by fuch reflexions to core

re¢t
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re and purify this paffion, and to make

it a juft and rational principle of acion.
It is very remarkable that the founder of
our religion has not once mentioned this
duty, or given us any recommendation of
it ; and this has, by unbelievers, been made
an objection to Chriftianity, What I have
faid will entirely remove this objection.
Certain it is, that, by inculcating on men
an attachment to their countty, Chriftia-
nity would, at the time it was propa-
gated, have done unfpeakably more harm
than good. Among the Fews, it would
have been an excitement to war and in-
furreCtions ; for they were then in eager
expectation of becoming foon (as the fa-
vourite people of Heaven) the lords and
conquerors of the earth, under the tri-
umphant reign of the Meffah. Among
the Romans, likewife, this principle had,
as I have juft obferved, exceeded its juft
bounds, and rendered them enemies to
the peace and happinefs of mankind. By
inculcating it, therefore, Chriftianity
would have confirmed both Jews and
B 4 Gentiles
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Gentiles in one of the moft pernicious
faults, Our Lord and his Apoftles have
done better, They have recommended
that uNIVERSAL BENEVOLENCE which
is an unfpeakably nobler principle than
any partial affections. ‘They have laid
fuch ftrefs on loving all men, even our
enemies, and made an ardent and exten-
five charity fo effential a part of virtue,
that the religion they have preached may,
by way of diftin&tion from all other re«
ligions, be called the Religion of Bene-
volence. Nothing can be more friendly
to the general rights of mankind; and
were it duly regarded and practifed, every
man would confider every other man as
his brother, and all the animofity that
now takes place among contending na-
tions would be abolifhed. If you want
any proof of this, think of our Saviour’s
parable of the good Samaritan. The
FJews and Samaritans were two rival
nations that entertained a hatred of one
another the moft inveterate. The defign
of this parable was to fhew to a Few,

that
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that even a Samaritan, and confequently
all men of all nations and religions,
were included in the precept, THou
SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR AS
THYSELF.

But I am digrefling from what I had
chiefly in view ; which was, after no-
ticing that love of our country which is
falfe and fpurious, to explain the nature
and effe@ts of that which is juft and
reafonable, With this view I muft de~
fire you to recollec that we are fo con-
ftituted that our affe@ions are more
drawn to fome among mankind than to
others, in proportion to their degrees of
nearnefs to us, and our power of being
ufeful te them. It is obvious that this
is a circumftance in the conftitution of
our natures which proves the wifdom and
goodnefs of our Maker; for had our af-
fections been determined alike to all our
fellow-creatures, human life would have
been a fcene of embarrafimentand dif-
traction. Our regards, according to the
order of nature, begin with ourfelves;
and every man is charged primarily with
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the care of himfelf. Next come aur
families, and benefa@ors, and friends ;
and after them our country. We can do
little for the intereft of mankind at large.
To this intereft, however, all other in-
terefts are fubordinate, 'The nobleft prin-
ciple in our nature is the regard to ge-
neral juftice, and that good-will which
embraces all the world.——I have already
obferved this 3 but it cannot be too often
repeated. ‘Though our immediate atten
tion muft be employed in promoting our
own intereft and that of our neareft con-
nexions ; yet we muft remember, that a
narrower intereft ought always to give
way to a more extenfive intereft. In
purfuing particularly the intereft of our
country, we ought to carry our views
beyond it. We fhould love it ardently,
but not exclufively. We ought to feek
its good, by all the means that our dif-
ferent circumftances and abilities will
allow ; but at the fame time we ought to
confider ourfelves as citizens of the world,
and take care to maintain a juft regard
to the rights of other countries.

The
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"The enquiry by what means (fubje& to
this limitation) we may beft promote the
intereft of our country is very import-
ant; and all that remains of this dif-
courfe fhall be employed in anfwering it,
and in exhorting you to manifeft your
love to your country, by the means I fhall
mention.

The chief bleflings of human nature
are the three following :——TRrUTH—
VirTUugE—and LiBERTY.—— Thefe are,
therefore, the bleflings in the poffeffion of
which the intereft of our country lies,
and to the attainment of which our love
of it ought to dire& our endeavours, By
the diffufion of xNOWLEDGE it muft be
diftinguithed from a country of Barda-
rians : by the pradice of religious vir-
TUE, it muft be diftinguifhed from a
country of gamblers, Atbeifis, and liber-
tines: and by the poffeflion of L1BERTY,
it muft be diftinguifhed from a country
of flaves. I will dwell for a few
moments on each of thefe heads:

Our firft concern, as lovers of our

country,
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country, muft be to enlighten it.—Why
are the nations of the world fo patient
under defpotifm ?—Why do they crouch
to tyrants, and fubmit to be treated as
if they were a herd of cattle? Is it not
becaufe they are kept in darknefs, and
want knowledge ? Enlighten them and
you will elevate them. Shew them they
are men, and they will a& like men.
Give them juft ideas of civil government,
and let them know that it is an expe-
dient for gaining proteétion againft in-
jury and defending their rights*, and it
will be impoflible for them to fubmit to
governments which, like moft of thofe
now in the world, are ufurpations on the
rights of men, and little better than con-
trivances for enabling the few to opprefs
the many. Convince them that the Deity
is a righteous and benevolent as well as
omnipotent being, who regards with
equal eye all his creatures, and conned&s
his favour with nothing but an honeft
defire to know and do his will ; and that

® See the Declaration of Rights by the National Aflem-
bly of France, in the Appendix,
zeal
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zeal for myftical do@rines which has led
men to hate and harafs one another will
be exterminated. Set religion before
them as arational fervice, confifting not
in any rites and ceremonies, but in wor-
thipping God with a pure heart and prac-
tifing righteoufnefs from the fear of his
difpleafure and the apprehenfion of a fu-
ture righteous judgment, and that gloomy
and cruel fuperftition will be abolithed
which has hitherto gone under the name
of religion, and to the fupport of which
civil government has been perverted.
Ignorance is the parent of bigotry, into-
lerance, perfecution and flavery. Inform
and inftru® mankind ; and thefe evils will
be excluded. Happy is the perfon who,
himfelf raifed above vulgar errors, is con-
fcious of having aimed at giving mankind
this inftruction. Happy is the Scholar or
Philofopher who at the clofe of life can re-
flect that he has made this ufe of his learn-
ing and abilities : but happier far muft he
be, if at the fame time he has reafon to be-
lieve he has been fuccefsful, and actually
contributed, by his inftru&ions, to diffe-

minate
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minate among his fellow-creatures juft
notions of themfelves, of their rights, of
religion, and the nature and end of civil
government., Such were Milton, Locke,
Sidney, Hoadly, &c. in this country ; fuch
were Montefquien, Fenelon, Turgot, &c.
in France. They fowed a feed which
has fince taken root, and is now growing
up to a glorious harveft. To the in-
formation they conveyed by their writings
we owe thofe revolutions in which every
friend to mankind is now exulting.
What an encouragement is this to us all
in our endeavours to enlighten the world 2
Every degree of illumination which we can
communicate muft do the greateft good.
It helps to prepare the minds of men for
the recovery of their rights, and haftens
the overthrow of prieftcraft and tyranny.
In fhort, we may, in this inftance,
learn our duty from the conduct of the
oppreflors of the world. They know
that light is hoftile to them, and there-
fore they labour to keep men in the dark.
With this intention they have appointed
licenfers of the prefs; and, in Popifh

countries,
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countries, prohibited the reading of the
Bible. Remove the darknefs in which
they envelope the world, and their ufurp-
ations will be expofed, their power will be
fubverted, and the world emancipated.

The next great blefling of human na-
ture which I have mentioned is virTUE,
This ought to follow knowledge, and to
be directed by it.  Virtue without know-
ledge makes enthufiafts; and knowledge
without virtue makes devils; but both
united elevates to the top of human dig
nity and perfection.——We muft, there-
fore, if we would ferve our country,
make both thefe the objects of our zeal.
We muft difcourage vice in all its forms 3
and our endeavours to enlighten muft
bave ultimately in view a reformation of
manners and virtuous practice.

I muft add here, that in the pratice of
virtue I include the difcharge of the pub-
lic duties of religion. By negle&ing
thefe we may injure our country effentially.
But it is melancholy to obferve that it is
a common negle& among us; and in a

great
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great meafure owing to a caufe which is
not likely to be foon removed: I mean,
the defets (may I not fay, the abfurdi-
ties?) in our eftablithed codes of faith
and worfhip. In foreign countries, the
higher ranks of men, not diftinguifhing
between the religion they fee eftablifhed
and the Chriftian religion, are generally
driven to irreligion and infidelity. The
like evil is produced by the like caufe in
this country ; and if no reformation of
our eftablifhed formularies can be brought
about, it muft be expeted that religion
will go on to lofe its credit, and that
little of it will be left except among the
lower orders of people, many of whom,
while their fuperiors give up all religion,
are finking into a barbarifm in religion
lately sevived by Methodifm, and miftak-
ing, as the world has generally done,
the fervice acceptable to God for a fyftem
of faith fouring the temper, and a fervice
of forms fupplanting morality.

I hope you will not miftake what I am
now faying, or confider it as the effe@®
of my prejudices as a Diffenter from the

eftablithed
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cftablithed church. The complaint I am
making, is the complaint of many of the
wifeft and beft men in the eftablifhed
church itfelf, who have been long urging
the neceffity of a revifal of its Liturgy
and Articles*. ‘Thefe were framed above
two centuries ago, when Chriftendom was
juft emerging from the ignorance and
barbarity of the dark ages. They remain
now much the fame they were then;
and, therefore, cannot be properly adapted
to the good fenfe and liberality of the
prefent times.—This imperfe@ion, how-
ever, in our public forms of worfhip, af-
fords no excufe to any perfon for neg-
le¢ting public worfhip. All commu-
nities will have fome religion; and it is
of infinite confequence that they fhould
be led to that which, by enforcing the
obligations of virtue and putting men

® See a pamphlet afcribed to a great name, and which
would dignify any pame, entitled, Hints, &c. fubmitted
2o the ferious Attention of the Clergy, Nobility, and Gentry,
aewly affembled. By a Layman, a Friend to the trae
Principles of the Conflitution “in Church and State, and
20 Civil and Religious Liberty. 'The Third Edition, cor-

re€ted ; and printed for White and Debrets, 1789,
C upon
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upon loving inftead of damning one ano-
ther, is moft favourable to the intereft of
fociety.

If there is a Governor of the world,
who dire@s all events, he ought to be
invoked and worfhipped ; and thofe who
diflike that mode of worfhip which is
prefcribed by public authority, ought (if
they can find no worthip sz¢ of the church
which they approve) to fet up a feparate
worfhip for themfelves; and by doing
this, and giving an example of a ra-
tional and manly worfhip, men of weight,
from their rank or literature, may do
the greateft fervice to fociety and the
world. They may bear a teftimony
againft that application of civil power
to the fupport of particular modes of
faith, which obftruts human improve-
ment, and perpetuates error ; and they
may hold out an inftru&ion which will
difcountenance fuperftition, and at the
fame time recommend religion, by making
it appear to be (what it certainly is when
rightly underftood) the ftrongeft incentive
to all that is generous and worthy, and

con-
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confequently the beft friend to public or-
der and happinefs.

LiserTyY is the next great bleffing
which I have mentioned as the obje& of
patriotic zeal. It is infeparable from
knowledge and virtue, and together with
them completes the glory of a commu-
nity. An enlightened and virtuous coun-
try muft be a free country, It cannot
fuffer invafions of its rights, or bend to
tyrants. I need not, on this occafion,
take any pains to fhew you how great a
blefling liberty is. The fmalleft attention
to the hiftory of paft ages, and the pre-
fent ftate of mankind, will make you
fenfible of its importance. Look round
the world, and you will find almoft every
country, refpectableor contemptible, happy
or miferable, a fruitful field or a frightful
wafte, according as it poflefles or wants
this blefling. Think of Greece, formerly
the feat of arts and fcience, and the moft
diftinguithed {pot under heaven; but
now, having loft liberty, a vile and
wretched fpot, a region of darknefs, po-

C2 verty,
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verty, and barbarity.——Such reflexions
muft convince you that, if you love your
country, you cannot be zealous enough
in promoting the caufe of liberty in it.
But it will come in my way to fay more
to this purpofe prefently.

The obfervations I have made include
our whole duty to our country; for by
endeavouring to liberalize and enlighten
it, to difcourage vice and to pramote
virtue in it, and to affert and fupport
its liberties, we thall endeavour to do all
that is neceffary to make it great and
happy.—~—But it is proper that, on this
occafion, I fhould be more explicit, and
exemplify our duty to our country by
obferving farther, that it requires us to
obey its laws, and to refpet its magif-
trates.

Civil government (as I have before ob-
ferved) is an inftitution of human pru-
dence for guarding our perfons, our pro-
perty, and our good name, againft invafion;
and for fecuring to the members of a
community that liberty to which all have

an
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an equal right, as far as they do not, by
any overt act, ufe it to injure the liberty
of others. Civil laws are regulations
agreed upon by the community for gain-
ing thefe ends*; and civil magiftrates are
officers appointed by the community for
executing thefe lJaws. Obedience, there-
fore, to the laws and to magiftrates,
are neceflary expreflions of our regard to
the community ; and without this obedi-
ence the ends of government cannot be
obtained, or a community avoid falling
into a ftate of anarchy that will deftroy
thofe rights and fubvert that liberty,
which government is inftituted to pro-
tect.

I with it was in my power to give
you a juft account of the importance of
this obfervation. It thews the ground on
which the duty of obeying civil go-
vernors ftands, and that there are two
extremes in this cafe which ought to be
avoided. Thefe extremes are adula-
tion and fervility on one hand; and a

* See Articles ITI. and VI. of the Declaration of Rights,
by the National Aflembly of France, in the Appendix.
C3 proud
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proud and licentious contempt on the
other. The former is the extreme to
which mankind in general have been
moft prone; for it has oftener happened
that men have been too paffive than too
unruly; and the rebellion of Kings againft
their people has been more common, and
done more mifchief, than the rebellion
of people againft their Kings.

Adulation is always odious, and when
offered to men in power it corrupts tbem,
by giving them improper ideas of their
fituation ; and it debafes thofe who offer
it, by manifefting an abjectnefs founded
on improper ideas of themfelves. 1
have lately obferved in this kingdom too
near approaches to this abjectnefs. In
our late addrefles to the King, on his
recovery from the fevere illnefs with
which God has been pleafed to affliG
him, we have appeared more like a herd
crawling at the feet of a mafter, than
like enlightened and manly citizens re-
joicing with a beloved fovereign, but at
the fame time confcious that he derives
all his confequence from themf{elves.

But,
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But, perhaps, thefe fervilities in the lan-
guage of our late addrefles fhould be
pardoned, as only jforms of civility
and expreflions of an overflow of good-
nature. They have, however, a dan-
gerous tendency, ‘The potentates of this
world are fufficiently apt to confider
themfelves as poffeffed of an inherent
fuperiority, which gives thém a right to
govern, and makes mankind their own s
and this infatuation is almoft every where
foftered in them by the creeping fyco-
phants about -them, and the language
of flattery which they are continually
hearing.

Civil governors are properly the fer-
vants of the public; and a King is no
more than the firft fervant of the public,
created by it, maintained by it, and re-
fponfible to it: and all the homage paid
him, is due to him on no other account
than his relation to the public. His fa-
crednefs is the facrednefs of ‘the com-
munity. His authority is the authority
of the community ; and the term Ma-
JEsTY, which it is ufual to apply to

C4 him,
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him, is by no means Ais own majefty,
but the MAJESTY OF THE PEOPLE,
For this reafon, whatever he may be in
his private capacity ; and though, in refpect
of perfonal qualities, not equal to, or even
far below many among ourfelves—For
this reafon, I fay, (that is, as reprefenting
the community and its firft magiftrate),
he is entitled to our reverence and obe-
dience. ‘The words MOST EXCELLENT
MAaJEsTY are rightly applied to him;
and there is a refpect which it would be
criminal to withhold from him.

You cannot be too attentive to this
obfervation. 'The improvement of the
world depends on the attention to it:
nor will mankind be ever as virtuous and
happy as they are capable of being, till
the attention to it becomes univerfal and
efficacious. If we forget it, we fhall be
in danger of an idolatry as grofs and ftupid
as that of the ancient heathens, who,
after fabricating blocks of wood or ftone,
fell down and worfhipped them.——The
difpofition in mankind to this kind of
idolatry is indeed a very mortifying

fubjet
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fubje® of reflexion. In Turkey,
millions of human beings adore a filly
mortal, and are ready to throw themfelves
at his feet, and to fubmit their lives to
his difcretion. In Russia, the com-
mon people are only a sTock on the
lands of grandees, or appendages to their
eftates, which, like the fixtures in a
houfe, are bought and fold with the
eftates. In SpaiN, in GERMANY, and
under moft of the governments of the
world, mankind are in a fimilar flate of
humiliation. Who, that has a juft fenfe
of the dignity of his nature, can avoid
execrating fuch a debafement of it ?

Had I been to addrefs the King on a
late occafion, I thould have been inclined
to do it in a ftyle very different from that
of moft of the addreflers, and to ufe fome
fuch language as the following:
¢« I rejoice, Sir, in your recovery. I
¢ thank God for his goodnefs to you. I
“¢ honour you not only as my King, but
¢ as almoft the only lawful King in the
¢ world, becaufe the only one who owes
¢ his crown to the choice of his people,

s May
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* May you enjoy all poffible happinefs.
¢ May God fhew you the folly of thofe
«« effufions of adulation which you are
“* now receiving, and guard you againft
¢¢ their effects. May you be led to fuch
*“ a juft fenfe of the nature of your fitua~
*¢ tion, and endowed with fuch wifdom,
“ as fhall render your reftoration to the
¢ government of thefe kingdoms a blefl-
* ing to it, and engage you to con=
¢ fider yourfelf as more properly the
*¢ Servant than the Sovereign of your

¢ people.”

But I muft not forget the oppofite ex-
treme to that now taken notice of ; that is,
a difdainful pride, derived from a confci-
oufnefs of equality, or, perhaps, fuperiori-
ty, inrefpe@ of all that gives true dignity
to men in power, and producing a con-
tempt of them, and a difpofition to treat
them with rudenefs and infult. It is a
trite obfervation, that extremes generally
beget one another. This is particularly
true in the prefent cafe. Perfons juftly
informed on the fubje® of government,

when
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when they fee men dazzled by looking
up to high ftations, and obferve loyalty
carried to a length that implies igno-
rance and fervility : fuch perfons, in
fuch circumftances, are in danger of
fpurning at all public authority, and
throwing off that refpectful demeanor to
perfons invefted with it which the order
of fociety requires. There is undoubtedly
a particular deference and homage due to
civi] magiftrates, on account of their fta-
tions and offices; nor can that man be
either truly wife or truly virtuous, who
d efpifes governments, and wantonly fpeaks
evil of bis rulers; or who does not, by
all the means in his power, endeavour to
ftrengthen their hands, and to give weight
to their exertions in the difcharge of their
duty.——Fear God, fays St. Peter. Love
the brotherbood. Homour all men. Ho-
nour the King. You muft needs, fays
St. Paul, be fubjet to rulers, not only
Jfor swrath (that is, from the fear of fuf-
fering the penalties annexed to the breach
of the laws), but for confience [fake.
For rulers gre minifters of God, and re-

vengers
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vengers for executing wrath on oll that
do evil.

Another expreffion of our love to our
country is defending it againft enemies.
Thefe enemies are of two forts, internal
and external ; or domeftic and foreign.
The former are the moft dangerous, and
they have generally been the moft fuccefl-
ful. T have juft obferved, that there is a fub~
miflion due to the executive officers of
government, which is our duty; but you
muft not forget what I have alfo ob.
ferved, that it muft not be a blind and
flavith fubmiffion. Men in power (un-
lefs better difpofed than is common) are
always endeavouring to extend their
power. They hate the doctrine, that it
is a TrRusT derived from the people,
and not a right vefted in themfelves.
For this reafon, the tendency of every
government is to defpotifm; and in this
the beft conftituted governments muft
end, if the people are not vigilant, ready
to take alarms, and determined to refift
abufes as foon as they begin, This vi-

gilance
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gilance, therefore, it is our duty to main-
tain. Whenever it is withdrawn, and a
people ceafe to reafon about their rights
and to be awake to encroachments, they
are in danger of being enflaved, and
their fervants will foon become their
maflers.

I need not fay how much it is our
duty to defend our country againft fo-
reign enemies. When a country is at-
tacked in any of its rights by another
country, or when any attempts are made
by ambitious foreign powers to injure
it, a war in its defence becomes neceflary:
and, in fuch circumftances, to die for
our country is meritorious and noble.
Thefe defenfive wars are, in my opinion,
the only juft wars. Offenfive wars are
always unlawful ; and to feck the aggran-
dizement of our country by them, that is,
by attacking other countries, in order to
extend dominion, or to gratify avarice, is
wicked and deteftable. Such, however,
have been moft of the wars which have
taken place in the world ; but the time is,
I hope, coming, when a convi¢tion will

prevail,
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prevail, of the folly * as well as the ini-
quity of wars; and when the nations of
the earth, happy under juft governments,
and no longer in danger from the paffions
of Kings, will find out better ways of
fettling their difputes ; and beat (as Ifaiah
prophecies) their fwords into plowfhares,
and their [pears into pruning-books.

Among the particulars included in that
duty to our country, by difcharging
which we fhould thew our love to i1t, I
will only further mention praying for it,
and offering up thank{givings to God for
every event favourable to it. At the pre-

* See a ftriking reprefentation of the folly of wars, in
the laft fe&tions of Mr. Necker’s Treatife on the Adminifira-
tion of the Finances of Francx, There is reafon to be-
lieve that the fentiments on this fubje in that treatife,
are now the prevsiling fentiments in the court and le-
giflature of France; and, confequently, that one of the
happy effets of the revolution in that country may be, if
not our own fault, fuch a harmony between the two firft
kingdoms in the world, firengthened by a common par.
ticipation in the bleflings of liberty, as fhall not only
prevent their engaging in any future wars with one ano-
her, but difpofe them to unite in preventing wars every
where, and in making the world free and happy.

fent
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fent feafon we are called upon to exprefs,
in this way, our Jove to our country.
It is the bufinefs of this day, and of the
prefent fervice ; and, therefore, it is ne-
ceflary that I fhould now dire& your at-
tention to it particularly.

We are met to thank God for that
event in this country to which the name
of Tue REvorLuTioN bas been given;
and which, for more than a century, it
has been ufual for the friends of freedom,
and more efpecially Proteftant Diffenters,
under the title of the RevorLuTion So-
CIETY, to celebrate with expreffions of
joy and exultation.——My highly va-
lued and excellent friend *, who addreffed
you on this occafion laft year, has given
you an interefting account of the princi-
pal circumftances that attended this event,
and of the reafons we have for rejoicing
in it. By a bloodlefs victory, the fetters
which defpotifm had been long pre-
paring for us were broken ; the rights of

* See Dr. Kippis's Sermon, preached on November 4th,
1788, to the Revolution Socicty, and printed for Mr,
Cadell,

the



[ 32 ]

the people were afferted, a tyrant ex-
pelled, and a Sovereign of our own choice
appointed in his room. Security was given
to our property, and our confciences were
emancipated. The bounds of free en-
quiry were enlarged ; the volume in which
are the words of eternal life, was laid
more open to our examination ; and that
era of light and liberty was introduced
among us, by which we have been made
an example to other kingdoms, and be-
came the inftructors of the world. Had
it not been for this deliverance, the pro-
bability is, that, inftead of being thus
diftinguithed, we fhould now have been
a bafe people, groaning under the infamy
and mifery of popery and flavery. Let
us, therefore, offer thankfgivings to
God, the author of all our bleffings. Had
be not been on our fide, we fhould bave
been fwallowed up quick, and the proud
waters would have gone over our fouls.
But our fouls are ¢efcaped, and the fnare
bas been broken. Blffed then be the name
of the Lord, who made beaven and earth.

cxxivth P{alm.
It
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It is well known that King James was
not far from gaining his purpofe; and
that probably he would have fucceeded,
had he been lefs in a hurry. But he
was a fool as well as a bigot. He want-
ed courage as well as prudence; and,
therefore, fled, and left us to fettle quiet-
ly for ourfelves that conftitution of go-
vernment which is now our boaft. We
have particular reafon, as Proteftant Dif-
fenters, to rejoice on this occafion. It was
at this time we were refcued from perfe-
cution, and obtained the liberty of wor-
fhipping God in the manner we think
moft acceptable to him. It was then our
meeting-houfes were opened, our worfhip
was taken under the protection of the law,
and the principles of toleration gained a
triumph, We have, therefore, on this
occafion, peculiar reafons for thank{giv-
ing—But let us remember that we ought
not to fatisfy ourfelves with thank{givings.
Our gratitude, if genuine, will be ac-
companied with endeavours to give ftabi-
lity to the deliverance our country has ob-
tained, and to extend and improve the

D happinefs
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happinefs with which the Revolution
has bleft us—Let us, in particular, take
care not to forget the principles of
the Revolution. This Society has, very
properly, in its Reports, held out thefe
principles, as an inftruction to the pub-
lic. I will only take notice of the three
following :

Firft; The right to liberty of confcience
in religious matters.

Secondly ; The right to refit power
when abufed. And,

Thirdly ; The right to chufe our own
governors ; to cathier them for mifcon-
du&; and to frame a government for

ourfelves.

On thefe three principles, and more
efpecially the laft, was the Revolution
founded. Were it not true that liberty
of confcience is a facred right ; that power
abufed juftifies refiftance ; and that civil
authority is a delegation from the peo-
ple—Were not, I fay, all this true; the
Revolution would have been not an as-

SERTION,
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SERTION, but an 1nvasion of rights;
not a RevorLuTioN, but a REBELLION.
Cherifh in your breafts this conviction,
and a& under its influence; detefting the
odious do&rines of paflive obedience, non-
refiftance, and the divine right of kings
—do@rines which, had they been acted
upon in this country, would have left us
at this time wretched flaves—dodrines
which imply, that God made mankind to
be opprefled and plundered ; and which
are no lefs a blafphemy againft him, than
an infult on common fenfe.

I would farther dire& you to remember,
that though the Revolution was a great
work, it was by no means a perfe&t
work ; and that all was not then gained
which was neceffary to put the kingdom
in the fecure and complete poffeflion of
the bleflings of liberty.—In particular,
you fhould recolle&, that the toleration
then obtained was imperfect. It included
only thofe who could declare their faith
in the do&@rinal articles of the church of
England. Ithas,indeed, been fince extend-
ed, but not fufficiently ; for there ftill

D2 exift
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exift penal laws on account of religious
opinions, which (were they carried into
exccution) would fhut up many of our
places of worfhip, and filence and impri-
fon fome of our ableft and beft men.——
The TesT raws are alfo flill in force ;
and deprive of eligibility to civil and mi-
litary offices, all who cannot conform to
the eftablifhed worfhip. It is with great
pleafure I find that the body of Protef-
tant Diffenters, though defeated in two
late attempts to deliver their country
from this difgrace to it, have determined
to perfevere. Should they at laft fucceed,
they will have the fatisfaion, not only
of removing from themfelves a profcrip-
tion they do not deferve, but of contri-
buting to leflen the number of our public
iniquities. For I cannot call by a gentler
name, laws which convert an ordinance
appointed by our Saviour to commemo-
rate his death, into an inftrument of op-
preflive policy, and a qualification of
rakes and atheifts for civil pofts.—I have
faid, fbould they fucceed—but perhaps I
ought not to fuggeft a doubt about their

fuccefs.
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fuccefs®. And, indeed, when I confiderthat

in ScoTranp the eftablithed church is
defended

® It has been unfostonate for the Diffenters that, intheirlate
applications for a repeal of the Tef Laws, they have been
oppofed by Mr. Pryr. He has contended that, on account
of their not believing and worthipping as the Church of Eng-
1and does, they ought to be excluded from that eligibility to
public offices which is the right of other citizens, and con-
fequently denicd a complete toleration ; acknowledging, how-
ever, their integrity and refpe@ablenefs, but reckoning it only
the more neceffary on that account to defend the national
church againft them. Such fentiments in thefe times can do
no honour to any man, much lefs to a fon of the late Lord
CHrATHAM, whofe opinion of toleration and Proteftant Dif-
fenters may be leamnt from the following account.

In 1769 and 1772, the minifters among the Diflenters ap~
plicd to Parliament for relief from the obligation they were
then under to fubfcribe the dotrinal articles of the Church of
England in order to be entitled to a toleration, and both
times focceeded in the Houfe of Commons, in confequence
of Lord NorTr’s neutrality, but were defeated in the Houfe
of Lords, in confequence of an oppofition from the Epifcopal
Bench., They perfevered, however; the Bifthops repented;
and a third application proved fuccefsful in both Houfes,~
In the debate occafioned in the Houfe of Lords by the fecond
application, Dr. Drummond, the Archbithop of York, hav-
ing called the Diflenting Minifters ‘ men of clofe ambition,”
Lord CHaTnam faid, that this was judging uncharitably ;
and that whoever brought fuch a charge againft them, with-
out proof, defamed. Here he paufed ; and then went on—
#¢ The Diflenting Minifters are reprefented as men of clofe
#¢ ambition. They are fo, my Lords; and their ambi-

D3 ¢ tion
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defended by no fuch teft—that in IRE~
LaND ithas been abolifhed—that in a great
neighbouring country it has been declared
to be an indefeafible right of all citizens
to be equally eligible to public offices—
that in the fame kingdom a profefled Dif~
fenter from the eftablifhed church holds

““ tion is to keep c/ofz to the college of fithermen, not of
¢¢ cardinals, and to the doftrine of infpired apoftles, not
“f to the decrees of interefed and afpiring bifhops. They
*¢ contend for a fpiritual creed, and fcriptural wosthip. We
¢ have a Calviniftic creed, a Popith liturgy, and an Armi-
““ nian clergy. The Reformation has laid open the fcrip-
** tures to all.  Let not the Bifhops fhut them again. Laws
< in fupport of ecclefiaftical power are pleaded for, which
¢ it would fhock humanity to execute, It is faid, that re-
«¢ ligious fe€ls have done great mifchief, when they were not
¢ kept under reftraint: but hiftory affords no proof that
¢¢ feéts have ever been mifchievous, when they were not op-
¢¢ prefled and perfecuted by the ruling church.’”” See the Par-
Tiamentary Debates for 1772,

In onc of his lztters to me, not long after this debate,
dated Burton-Pynfent, January 16, 1773, he expreffes him-
felf in the following words : *“ In writing to you, it is im-
¢¢ poflible the mind fhould not go of itftIf to that moft inte-
«¢ refting of all objedls to fallible man—ToLzraTION. Be
«¢ affured, that on this facred and unalienable right of na-
*¢ ture, and bulwark of truth, my warm withes will always
<¢ keep pace with your own. Happy, if the times had al-
*¢ Jowed us to add hopes to our withes,”

the
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the firft office in the ftate—that in the
Emperor’s dominions Jfews have been
lately admitted to the enjoyment of equal
privileges with other citizens—and that
in this very country, a Diflenter, though
excluded from the power of executing the
laws, yet is allowed to be employed in
making them.—When, I fay, I confider
fuch fa&s as thefe, I am difpofed to think
it impoflible that the enemies of the re-
peal of the Teft Laws fhould not foon
become athamed, and give up their op-
pofition.

But the moft important inftance of the
imperfe@ ftate in which the Revolution
left our conftitution, is the INEQUALITY
OF OUR REPRESENTATION. [ think,
indeed, this defe& in our conftitution fo
grofs and fo palpable, as to make it excel-
lent chiefly in form and theory. You
fhould remember that a reprefentation in
the legiflature of a kingdom is the 4afis
of conftitutional liberty in it, and of all
legitimate government ; and that without
it a government is nothing but an ufurpa-

D4 tion.
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tion*. When the reprefentation is fair
and equal, and at the fame time vefted
with fuch powers as our Houfe of Com-
mons poffefles, a kingdom may be faid
to govern itfelf, and confequently to pof-
fefs true liberty. When the reprefenta-
tion is partial, a kingdom poffeffes liber-
ty only partially ; and if extremely par~
tial, it only gives a femblance of liberty ;
but if not only extremely partial, but cor-
ruptly chofen, and under corrupt influence
after being chofen, it becomes a nuifance,
and produces the worft of all forms of
government—a government by corruption
—a government carried on and fupported
by fpreading venality and profligacy through
a kingdom. May heaven preferve this
kingdom from a calamity fo dreadful!
It is the point of depravity to which
abufes under fuch a government as ours
naturally tend, and the laft ftage of na-
tional unhappinefs. We are, at prefent,
I hope, at a great diftance from it.
But it cannot be pretended that there

* Except in ftates fo fmall as to admit of a Legiflative Af-
fembly, confifting of all the members of the ftate,

are
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are no advances towards it, or that
there is no reafon for apprehenfion and
alarm.

The inadequatenefs of our reprefenta-
tion has been long a fubject of complaint.
This is, in truth, our fundamental griev-
ance; and I do not think that any thing
is much more our duty, as men who love
their country, and are grateful for the Re-
volution, than to unite our zeal in endea-
vouring to get it redrefled. At the time
of the American war, aflociations were
formed for this purpofe in LonpoN, and
other parts of the kingdom ; and our pre-
{fent Minifter himfelf has, fince that war,
direted to it an effort which made him a
favourite with many of us. But all atten-
tion to it feems now loft, and the proba-
bility is, that this inattention will conti-
nue, and that nothing will be done to-
wards gaining for us this effential bleffing,
till fome great calamity again alarms our
fears, or till fome great abufe of power
againprovokesourrefentment ; or, perhaps,
till the acquifition of a pure and equal re-

prefentation by other countries (while
we
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we are mocked with the fhadow®) kindles
our thame.

Such is the conduct by which we ought
to exprefs our gratitude for the Revolu-
tion.—We fhould always bear in mind
the principles that juftify it. We fhould
contribute all we can towards fupplying
what it left deficient ; and thew ourfelves
anxious about tranfmitting the bleflings
obtained by it to our pofterity, unim-
paired and improved.—But, brethren,
while we thus fhew our patriotic zeal, let
us take care not to difgrace the caufe of
patriotifm, by any licentious, or immoral
conduct.——Oh! how earneftly doI wifh
that all who profefs zeal in this caufe,
were as diftinguithed by the purity of their
morals, as fome of them are by their
abilities; and that I could make them
fenfible of the advantages they would de-
rive from a virtuous chara&er, and of the
fufpicions they incur and the lofs of con-
fequence they fuffer by wanting it.
Oh! that I could fee in men who oppofe

*® A reprefentation chofen principally by the Treafury,
and a few thoufands of the dregs of the people, who are gene-
rally paid for theitvo tos,

tyranny
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tyranny in the ftate, a difdain of the ty-
ranny of low paffions in themfelves ; or,
at leaft, fuch a fenfe of fhame, and re-
gard to public order and decency as would
induce them to Aide their irregularities,
and to avoid infulting the virtuous part
of the community by an open exhibition
of vicel—I cannot reconcile myfelf to
the idea of an immoral patriot, or to that
{feparation of private from public virtue,
which fome think to be poflible. Isit to be
expected that But I muft forbear.
I am afraid of applications, which many
are too ready to make, and for which I
thould be forry to give any juft occa-

{ion.

I have been explaining to you the
nature and expreflions of a juft regard
to our country. Give me leave to ex-
hort you to examine your conduct by
what I have been faying. You love your
country, and defire its happinefs; and,
without doubt, you have the greateft rea-
fon for loving it. It has been long a

very
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very diftingunithed and favoured country.
Often has God appeared for it and de-
livered it. Let us ftudy to fhew our.
felves worthy of the favour thewn us.—
Do you pra&ife virtue yourfelves, and
ftady to promote it in others? Do you
obey the laws of your country, and aim
at doing your part towards maintaming
and perpetuating its privileges? Do you
always give your vote on the fide of
public libertys and are you ready to pour
out your blood in its defence? Do you
Jook up to God for the continuance of
his favour to your country, and pray for
its profperity ; preferving, at the fame
time, a firi regard to the rights of other
countries, and always confidering your-
felves more as citizens of the world
than as members of any particular com-
ity }——1If this is your temper and
condu& you are bleffings to your country,
and were all like you, this world would
foon be a heaven,

I am addrefling myfelf to Chriftians,
Let me, therefore, mention to you the
example of our blefled Saviour. I have

obferved,
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obferved, at the beginning of this dif-
courfe, that he did not inculcate upon
his hearers the love of their country, or
take any notice of it as a part of our duty.
Inftead of doing this, I obferved that he
taught the obligation to love all man-
kind, and recommended univerfal bene-
volence, as (next to the love of God)
our firt duty ; and, I think, Ialfo proved
to you, that this, in the circumftances
of the world at that time, was an in-
ftance of incomparable wifdom and good-
nefs in his inftru®tions. But we muft
not infer from hence, that he did not
include the love of our country in the
number of our duties. He has fhewn
th= contrary by his example. It appears
that he poffefled a particular affe@ion for
his country, though a very wicked country.
We read in Luke x. 42, that when, upon
approaching erufalem, in one of his laft
journies to it, he beheld it, he wept over
it, and faid; Ob/! that thou badft known
(even thou, at leaft in tbis thy day) the
things that belong to thy peace~What a
tender folicitude about his country does

the
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the lamentation over ‘ferufalem imply,
which is recorded in the fame gofpel,
chap. xiii. and 34. 06! Ferufalem, Fe-
rufalem, thou that Rilleff the prophets, and
Sfoneft them who are fent to thee, bow often
awould I have gathered thy children togetbher,
as a hben gathereth bér brood under ber
wings, but ye would not.

It may not be improper farther to men-
tion the love St. Paul exprefled for his
country, when he declared, that, for
the {ake of his brethren and kinfmen,
he could even with himfelf accurfed from
Chriff. (Rom.ix. 3.) The original words
are an ANATHEMA from Chriff ; and his
meaning is, that he could have been
contented o fuffer bimfelf the calamities
which were coming on the Jewith peo-
ple, were it poffible for him, by fuch a
facrifice of himfelf, to fave them.

It is too evident that the ftate of this
country is fuch as renders it an obje&
of concern and anxiety. It wants (I
have thewn you) the grand fecurity of
public liberty. Increafing luxury has
multiplied abufes in it. A monftrous

weight
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weight of debt is cripplingit. Viceand

venality are bringing down upon it God’s
difpleafure. That fpirit to which it owes
its diftin@®ions is declining *; and fome
late events feem to prove that it is be-
coming every day more reconcileable to
encroachments on the fecurities of its
liberties +.—It wants, therefore, your pa-
triotic fervices; and, for the fake of
the diftintions it has fo long enjoyed;
for the fake of our brethren and com-
panions, and all that fhould be dear to
a free people, we ought to do our ut-
moft to fave it from the dangers that
threaten it; remembering, that by acting

® One of thefe diftin@ions is, that beingin poffeflion of the
forms of an excellent conftitution of government, any changes
or improvements neceffary to corret abufes and to give
perfect liberty, may be grafted upon them, without tu-
mult or danger; whereas other countries, wanting thefe
forms, and being under the neceffity of erecting a new con-
ftitution on the ruins of an old one, cannot acquire li-
berty without fetting every thing afloat, and making their
efcape from flavery through the dangers of anarchy.

t Among thefe encroachments I muft reckon the extenfion
of the Excife laws, the introduion of the cuftom of farming
taxes, and the additional burdens lately thrown on the freedom
of the prefs, and the circulation of intelligence.

thus,
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thus, we fhall promote, in the beft
manner, our own private intereft, as well
as the intereft of our country ; for when
the community profpers, the individuals
that compofe it muft profper with it.—
But, fhould that not happen, or fhould
we even fuffer in our fecular intereft
by our endeavours to promote the in-
tereft of our country, we fhall feel a fa-
tisfaction in our own breafts which is
preferable to all this world can give;
and we tfhall enjoy the tranfporting hope
of foon becoming members of a perfect
community in the heavens, and having
an entrance minifiered to us, abundantly into
the everlafling kingdom of our Lord and Sa-
viour Jefus Chrift.

You may reafonably expe@ that I
fhould now clofe this addrefs to you.
But I cannot yet difmifs you. I muft
not conclude without recalling, particu-
larly, to your recollection, a confidera-
tion to which I have more than once al-
luded,and which, probably, your thoughts

have
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have been all along anticipating: A con-
fideration with which my mind is im-
prefled more than I can exprefs. Imean,
the confideration of the favourablenefs of
the prefent times to all exertions in the
caufe of public liberty.

What an eventful period is this! I
am thankful that I have lived to it; and
I could almoft fay, Lord, now letteft
thou thy [ervant depart in peace, for mine
eyes bave feen thy falvation. 1 have lived
to fee a diffufion of knowledge, which
has undermined fuperftition and error—
I have lived to fee the rights of men
better underftood than ever; and nations
panting for liberty, which feemed to have
loft the idea of it. I have lived to fee
TuirTY MiLLIONSs of people, indignant
and refolute, fpuming at flavery, and
demanding liberty with an irrefiftible
voice; their king led in triumph, and
an arbitrary monarch furrendering him-
felf to his fubjects. Afterfharing in the
benefits of one Revolution, I have been
fpared to be a witnefs to two other
Revolutions, both glorious. And now,

E methinks
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methinks, I fee the ardor for liberty catch-
ing and fpreading ; a general amendment
beginning in human affairs ; the domi-
nion of kings changed for the dominion
of laws, and the dominion of priefts
giving way to the dominion of reafon
and confcience.

Be encouraged, all ye friends of free-
dom, and writers in its defence! The
times are aufpicious. Your labours have
not been in vain. Behold kingdoms, ad-
monifthed by you, ftarting from {leep,
breaking their fetters, and claiming juf-
tice from their oppreflors! Behold, the
light you have ftruck out, after fetting
AmMERricA free, refle@®ed to France,
and there kindled into a blaze that lays
defpotifm in afhes, and warms and illumi-
nates EuroPE!

Tremble all ye oppreflors of the world!
Take warning all ye fupporters of flavifh
governments, and {lavith hierarchies! Call
no more (abfurdly and wickedly) RE-
FORMATION, innovation. You cannot
now hold the world in darknefs. Struggle
no longer againft increafing light and li-

berality.
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berality. Reftore to mankind their rights;
and confent to the correction of abufes,
before they and you are deftroyed to-
gether.

FINTIS
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Tbirty Millions of People in France.,

( PAGE 49.)

Y reafons for ftating the People of Franmee at this
number, will appear from the following fals
and obfervations.

From accurate enumerations made at the end of
every three years in SWEDEN, during 2t years, from
17550 1775, it appeared that the average number
of inhabitants of all ages, was in that period 2,310,160,

The average of annual births, was go,245.

"The average of annual deaths, including three years
of extraordinary mortality, was 66,759. A 34th
part and three-fifths, therefore, of the inhabitants died
annually. See my Treatife on Annuities, Vol. L
p. 274, and Vol. IL. p. 123, &c. and the firft additional
Effay at the end of the fecond Vol. p. 16, &c.

In the kingdom of NarLes, confifting in 1777 of
4,311,503 inhabitants, the average of annual deaths
for five years was 115,412. A 37th} part, there-
fore, of the inhabitants died annaally. Ib. Vol. L.
P-274

In the province of Vaud, SWITZERLAND, contain-
ing 112,951 inhabitants, a 4§th part dies annuatly. llt;

Eg3

LZ_ATY FUND
LIBRARY



2 APPENDIX,

In the kingdom of FRANCE, the medium of an-~
nual deaths, births, and marriages, was
Of BirTHs for 4 For 6 years, to

years, to 1774 - QI4,710 1780, - 058,419
Of DEaTHS - - 793,931 = =~ - =~ 834,805
Of MARRIAGEs - 192,180 - - - = 228,170

I fee no reafon for fufpe@ing, that the proportion
of inhabitants dying annually to the whole number
of inhabitants, is greater in France than in Swe-
den, or even in the kingdom of NarLes. Letit,
however, be reckoned the fame with that in Sweden;
that is, as 1 to 34, and the number of inhabitants in
France, in 1780, muft have been 343} multiplied by
834,865, or nearly TWENTY-NINE MILLIONS.

It fhould be obferved, that in the ten years from
1771 to 1780, there was in FrRANCE fuch an increafe
of the annual births, deaths, and marriages (pro-
duced by the excefs of the births above the deaths),
as evidently proved that the number of inhabitants
had increafed in thofe ten years near a million and
a half,

It fhould be farther confidered, that the returns of
births, deaths, and marriages in FRANCE, being returns
of numbers atually counted and regiftered, they muft
be (as fuch accounts always are) in fome degree de-
ficient. Mr. Neckar, in his Treatife on the Admini-
ftration of the Finances of France (Vol. I. p. 251)
has mentioned other deficiencies in thefe returns ; and,
particularly, that (except the Jews of Lorrain, Alface,
and the county of Meiz) the regifters of population
do not contain the names of any non-catholicks (in
number near two millions), except they have been

baptized in the eftablithed church. I
t
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It feems, therefore, that my ftatement of the pre-
fent inhabitants of France at thirty millions, is very
moderate: an addition of two millions on account of
an increafe fince 1780, and the deficiencies juft men-
tioned, would make them 31 millions. Mr. Neckar
(ibid. p. 219), without making any allowance for this
increafe, and for deficiencies, ftates them in 1784 at
only 24,802,580, in confequence of multiplying the
birthsby 253. But I reckon that in whole kingdoms
the proportion of births to the number of inhabitants
much more variable than the proportion of deaths;
poffibly, he was not acquainted with the falts here
ftated, and many others of the fame kind which may
be found in the Treatife on Annuities to which I
have referred, and which prove that the Joweff mul-
tiplier of the annual medium of deaths which fhould
be ufed to find the number of inhabitants in a whole
kingdom, is 32 or 33. In Sweden and the kingdom of
Naples it appears to be greater ; but, if we fuppofe
33 theright multiplier, the inhabitants of France muft
have been in 1780, 27% millions; and the increafe
fince, with the deficiencies in the returns, will make
it highly probable that, even on this fuppofition, they
muft be now near 30 millions,

If the births in Sweden are taken for guides in this
cale, it will be reafonable, in order to find the right
multiplier, to increafe it for FRANCE in the fame
proportion that the ratis of the excefs of the births
above the deaths there is lefs than the fame ratioin
SwepeN. And this will make the proper multiplier
of the births in France 30 nearly, and will give the
number of inhabitantsin 1780 near 29 millions, as
before. 1 wifh there were equal data for determining
the number of people in BRiTAIN.
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The DEcLARATION oF RIGHTS, which
bas been agreed to by the National Af-
Jembly of FRANCE, and fanétioned by
the King, and which forms the Bafis of
the new Conflitution of FRANCE, con-
tains fuch an autbority for fome of the
Jentiments in the jforegoing Difcourfe,
and bolds out to the world an infiruc-
tion on the fubject of Civil Govern-
ment of fuch confequence, that I cannot
belp inferting bere the following Tran{-
lation of ¢,

DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF MEN
AND OF CITIZENS,

By THE NATIONAL AsseMBLY oF FRANCE.,

T H E Reprefentatives of the people of
France formed into a National Affembly, confider-
ing that ignorance, negle&, or contempt of human
rights, are the fole caufes of public misfortunes and
corruptions of government, have refolved to fet forth
in a folemn declaration, thefe natural, imprefcriptible,
and unalienable rights: that this declaration being
conftantly prefent to the minds of the members of the
body focial, they may be ever kept attentive to their
rights and their duties: That the a@s of the legifla-

tive
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tive and executive powers of government being ca-
pable of being every moment compared with the end
of political inftitutions, may be more refpected : and
alfo, that the future claims of the citizens, being
dire€ted by fimple and inconteftible principles, may
always tend to the maintenance of the Conftitution,
and the general happinefs.

For thefe reafons, the NATIONAL AsSEMBLY
doth recognize and declare, in the prefence of the
Supreme Being and with the hope of his blefling and
favour, the following facred rights of men and of
citizens.

I. Men were born and always continue free, and
equal in refpe& of their rights. Civil diftinctions,
therefore, can befounded only on public utility.

1I. The end of all political affociations is the pre~
fervation of the natural and imprefcriptible rights of
man; and thefe rights are liberty, property, fecurity,
and refillance of oppreffion.

1II. The nation is effentially the fource of all fo~
vereignty ; nor can any individual, orany body of men
be entitled to any authority which is not expreflly
derived from it.

IV. Political literty confifts in the power of doing
whatever does not injure another. The exercife of
the natural rights of every man, has no other limits
than thofe which are neceffary to fecure to every other
man the free exercife of the fame rights; and thefe
limits are determinable only by the law.

V. The law ought to prohibit only a&ions hurtful
to feciety, 'What is not prohibited by the law fhould
not be hindered; nor fhould any one be compelled to
that which the law does not require.

VI, The
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VI. The law is an expreffion of the will of the
community. All citizens bave a right to concur,
either perfonally or by their reprefentatives, in its
formation. It fhould be the fame to all, whether it
prote&s or punifhes; and all being equal in its fight,
are equally eligible to all honours, places, and em-
ployments, according to their different abilities, with-
out any other diftinétion than that created by their
virtues and talents.

VII. No man thould be accufed, arrefted, or held
in confinement, except in cafes determined by the
law, and according to the forms which it has pre-
fcribed. All who promote, folicit, execute, or caufe
to be executed arbitrary orders, ought to be punifhed:
and every citizen called upon or apprehended by vir-
tue of the law, ought immediately to obey, and ren-
ders himfelf culpable by refiftance.

VIII. The law ought to impofe no other penalties
than fuch as are abfolutely and evidently neceflary ;
and no one ought to be punifhed but in virtue of
a law promulgated before the offence, and legally
applied.

IX. Every man being prefumed innocent till he
has been convi&ted, whenever his detention becomes
indifpenfible, all rigour to him, more than is neceflary
to fecure his perfon, ought to be provided againit by
the law.

X. No man ought to be molefted on account of his
opinions, not even on account of his religious opi-
nions, provided his avowal of them does not difturb
the public order eftablifhed by the law.

XI. The unreftrained communication of thoughts
and opinions being one of the moft precious rights of

man,
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man, every citizen may fpeak, write, and publifh
freely, provided he is refponfible for the abufe of this
liberty in cafes determined by the law.

X1I, A public force being neceflary to give fecu-
rity to the rights of men and of citizens, that force
is inftitoted for the benefit of the community, and
not for the particular benefit of the perfons with
whom it is entrufled.

XIII, A common contribution being neceffary for
the fupport of the public force, and for defraying the
other expences of government, it ought to be divided
equally among the members of the community, ac-
cording to their abilities.

XIV. Every citizenhas a right, either by himfelf or
his reprefentative, to a free voice in determining the
neceffity of public contributions, the appropriation
of them, and their amount, mode of affeffiment, and
duration.

XV. Every community has a right to demand of
all its agents an account of their condudt.

XVI. Every community in which a feparation of
powers and a fecurity of rights is not provided for,
wants a conftitution.

XVII. The right to property being inviolable and
facred, no one onght to be deprived of it, except in
cafes of evident public neceffity legally afcertained,
and on condition of a previous juft indemnity.

I hope
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I hope I fhall be excufed for taking the liberty to
offer the following remarks on the femth of thefe ar-
ticles :

INTOLERANCE IN RELIGION, and RESTRAINTS
on the pIscussioN of fpeculative points, have been
fome of the chief caufes of the flow progrefs of hu-
man improvement, and of the miferies of the world.
I could therefore have wifhed to fee, in fuch an in-
ftru@ion to the world as this declaration contains, an
article ftrongly marking and reprobating thefe evils.
This tenth article does not, I think, fuficiently an-
fwer this purpofe. For it is obvious, that in Tur-
XeY, writing againft Mahomet ; in SpPAIN, againft
the Inquifition; and in every country, againft its
eftablithed do&rines, is a difturbance of public order
eftablifhed by law; and, therefore, according to this
article, punithable.

The eleventh article is worthy of the very refpe&-
ble propofer of it, but in fome degree liable to ths
fame objettion. Laws may be unjufl, aud determine
the faireft difcuflions of fpeculative points, and the
beft publications, to be abufes of liberty, At Rome,
a few years ago, the publication of one of the greate}
productions of human genius was deemed an abufe of
Iiberty, and prohibited, becaufe it afferted the motion
of the earth. Even in ENGLAND, at this day, its
Jaws determine every thing written or fpoken againit
the doétrine of the Trinity, to be an offence punifh-
able by fines and imprifonment.

The declaration that would beft meet my withes in
this inftanice would be:

¢ That every man has a right to profefs and prac-
¢ tife, without moleftation or the lofs of any civil
¢ privilege, that mode of religious faith and worthip

¢« which
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¢ which he thinks moft acceptable to his maker; and
« alfo to difcufs freely by fpeaking, writing, and
< publithing all fpeculative points, provided he does
¢ not by any overt a&t or dire/? invafion of the rights
« of others, break the peace, or attempt to injure
¢¢ any one in his perfon, property, or good name.”

In a Tra& on the AMERICAN REVOLUTION,
1 have given an account of the reafons, which in my
opinion require fuch an extent of religious and intel-
le€tual liberty as thefe words imply ; and which prove
that civil power, withaut concerning itfelf about opi-
nions or the zendencies of opinions, ought to confine
itfelf to the prefervation of peace and the proteCtion
of univerfal liberty, as far as it is not employed to in-
jure 1tfelf.

‘The tenth article, on which I have here remarked,
was probably a compromifc between oppofite fenti-
ments in the National Affembly of FraNcE, and
may, I hope, in fome future time, be re-confidered.
M. Rabaud de St. Etienne, a proteftant clergyman,
and a member of the Affembly, delivered a fpeech
againft it full of eloquence and the jufteft fentiments,
This fpeech was afterwards printed, and circulated at
Paris; and I cannot help withing that a tranflation
of it, as there printed, may be foon publifhed and
circulated in this kingdom.
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SOCIETY for commemorating the Glo~
rious Revolution of 1668.

At the Anniverfary Mecting of this Society, beld at the
London Tavern, Nov. 4, 1789,

The Rt. Hon. Earl Stannork in the Chair,

A Report from the Commitee was brought up, from
which the following is an extra& :

¢ Your Committee are perfuaded, that by the
union of the friends of freedom, their rights are af-
certained and eftablifhed; and trufting that it wilt
be highly honourable to avow ourfelves, in the moft
explicit manner, advocates for the pure and genuine
principles of civil and religious liberty, they have with
this view prepared a book, in which thofe gentlemen
who are inclined to let their names be tranfmitted to
pofterity, as the friends of the great and glorious
Revolution of 1688, may infert them after the follow-
ing preamble, and a declaration of affent to the
three following propofitions.

PREAMBLE

This Society, fenfible of the important advantages
arifing to this country by its deliverance from popery
and arbitrary power, and confcious that, under God,
we owe that fignal blefling to the Revolution, which
feated our deliverer King William the Third on the

throne; do hereby declare our firm attachment to the
civil
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civil and religious principles which were recognized
and eftablifhed by that glorious event, and which has
preferved the fuccefion in the proteftant line ; and
our determined refolution to maintain, and, to the ut-
moft of our power, to perpetuate, thofe bleflings to
the lateft pofterity.

Turee PROPOSITIONS containing the fundamental
principles of the Society:

1. That all civil and political authority is derived
from the people.

2. That the abufe of power juftifies refiftance.

3. That the right of private judgment, liberty of
confcience, trial by jury, the freedom of the prefs,
and the freedom of elefion, ought ever to be held
facred and inviolable.

The Committee farther refolved,

That in order to caufe the principles of the Revo-
lution to be well underftood, extenfively propagated,
and firmly maintained ; and to preferve the glorious
fabric of the Britith Conftitution; and to tranfmit the
invaluable bleflings of public freedom to pofterity,
unimpaired and improved, it becomes the people to
eftablifh focieties throughout the kingdom upon Re-
volution principles, to maintain a correfpondence
with each other, and to form that grand concentrated
union of the true friends of public liberty, which may
be neceflary to maintain its exiftence.

The Committee concluded their Report with con-
gratulating the members of the Society, as Britons,
and citizens of the world, upon that noble fpirit of civil
and religious liberty which had, fince the laft meer-

ing,
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ing, fo confpicuoufly fhone forth on the continent,
more efpecially on the glorious fuccefs of the French
Revolution ; and with exprefling their ardent wifhes
that the influence of fo glorious an example may be
felt by all mankind, until tyranny and defpotifm
fhall be fwept from the face of the globe, and
univerfal liberty and happinefs prevail.

Dr. Price then moved, and it was unanimoufly re-
folved, that the following Congratulatory Addrefs to
the National Afflembly of France, be tranfmitted to
them, figned by the Chairman:

¢ The Society for commemorating the Revolution
¢ in Great Britain, difdaining national partialities, and
¢ rejoicing in every triumph of liberty and juftice
¢ over arbitrary power, offer to the National Affem-
¢ bly of France their congratulations on the Revolu-
¢ tion in that country, and on the profpet it gives to
¢ the two firft kingdoms in the world, of a common
¢ participation in the bleflings of civil and religious
¢ liberty.

¢ They cannot help adding their ardent wifhes of
¢ an happy fettlement of fo important a Revolution,
¢ and at the fame time exprefling the particular fatif-
¢ faltion, with which they refle® on the tendency of
¢ the glorious example given in France to encourage
¢ other nations to affert the unalienable rights of man-
¢ kind, and thereby to introduce a general reforma-
¢ tion in the governments of Europe, and to make

¢ the world free and happy.
¢« STANHOPE!






Publifbed by the fame Autbor,
And printed for T. CapkeLy, in the Strand.

L BSERVATIONS on RevERSIONARY Pav-
MENTS; on ScHzmes for providing ANNUITIES
for Wipows, and for Perfons inOLp Ace; on the MeTHOD
of calculating the VaLues of AssurancesonLives;andon
the Nationar Desr. 'To which are added, Four Essavs
on different Subjets in the Doirine of Lire ANNurTIES and
PorrticaL AriTHMETICK, The Fourth Edition, enlar
into Two Vorumzes by Additional Notes and Effays, a Col-
le&tion of New Tables, a Hiftory of the Sinking Fimd, a Stare
of the Public Debts in January 1983, and a PosTscrirT on
the Population of the Kingdom. ;ncc 1§s. bound,

II. Two Trafts on Civir LissrTY, the War with AMx-
rica, and the Debts and Finances of the Kingdom; with a
General Introdu®tion and Suvpplement. The 8th Edition.
Price 6s. bound.

III. A Review of the principal Queftions and Difficulties in
Mozrars. Particularly, thofe relating to the Original of our
1deas of Virtue, its Nature, Foundation, Reference to the
Deity, Obligation, Subje®t-Matter, and Sanéions. The 3d
Edition. With an ArPENDIX : containing Additional Notes,
and a g)iﬂ'crtation on the Being and Attributes of the Deity.
Price 6s.

1V, Four DisszrTaTions.—I. On Providence.—II. On
Prayer.—I11. On the Reafons for expe@ing that virtuous Men
fhould meet after Death in a State of Happinefs.—IV. On the
Importance of Chriftianity, the Nature ofP Hiftorical Evidence,
and Miracles. The 4th Edition. Price 6s.

V. An ArrzaL to the PusLic, on the Subje& of the
Nartiowar Desr. The 2d Edition; with an Appendix,
containing Explanatory Obfervations and Tables; and an Ac-
count of the prefent State of Population in Norfolk, Price 2s.

VI. A Sermon delivered to a Congregation of Proteftant
Diflenters, at Hackney, on the 10th ofg Feb. 1779, being the
Day appointed for a General Fat. The 2d Edition. To
which are added, Remarks on a Paflage in the Bithop of Lon-
don’s Sermon on Ath-Wednefday, 1779. Price 15,

Vil. A
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VII. A Discourse addrefled to a Congregation at Hacxe
neY, on February 21, 1781, being the Day appointed for 2
Public Faft, Price 1s.

VIII, AnEssay onthe PorvraTion of ExcLAND, from
the Revolution to the prefent Time. With an Appendix, con-
taining Remarks on the Account of the Population, Trade, and
Refources of the Kingdom, in Mr. Eden’s Letters to Lord Car-
lifle. ‘The 2d Edition. Price 2s.

1X. The Evipence for a future Period of Improvement in
the State of Mankind, with the Means and Duty of promoting
it reprefented, in a Difcourfc delivered the z5th of April,
1787, at the Meeting-Houfe in the Old Jewry, London, to
the Supporters of a New Academical Inftitation among Pro-
teftant Diflenters.

X. Sermoxns on the CHrisTIAN DocTRINE, as received
by the different Denominations of Chriftians. To which are
added, SerMoNs on the Security and Happinefs of a Virtuous
Courfe; on the Goodnefs of God, and the Refurreétion of
Lazarus, The 2d Edition, correted. With an ApreENDIX,
occafioned by Dr. Pricftley’s Letters to the Author.

XI. OBservaTions on the ImrorTaNCE of the AmE-
»1cAN RevoruTion; and the Means of making it a Benefit
to the World. To which is added, A Letter to the Auther, from
M. TurcoT, late Comptroller General of the Finances of
France. With an ApPENDIX, containing a Tranflation of the
Will of M. Fortune Ricarp; lately publifhed in France.

Printed for Mr. Fobnfon, in St. Paul's Church-Yard.

XII. A Frze Discussion of the DocTrines of MaTs.
r1aLisMm and PHirosorsicar Necessity, in a Corre-

fpondence between Dr. Price and Dr. Pricftley.
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Additions to the Appendix.

T the Anniverfary Meeting of the Society for
commemorating the Revolution in GreaT
BriTain held at the London Tavern, Nov. 4, 1789,
Dr. Price moved, and it was unanimoufly refolved,
that the following CONGRATULATORY ADDRESS to
the National Aflembly of Fr ANCE, be tranfmitted to
them, figned by the Chairman:

¢ The Society for commemorating the Revolution
¢ in GREAT BrIT AN, difdaining national partialities,
¢ and rejoicing in every triumph of liberty and juftice
¢ over arbitrary power, offer to the National Aflem-
¢ bly of FRANCE their congratulations on the Revo-
¢ lution in that country, and on the profpet it gives
< to the two firft kingdoms in the world, of a common
¢ participation in the bleffings of civil and religious
¢ liberty.

¢ They cannot help adding their ardent wifhes of
¢ a happy fettlement of fo important a Revolution,
< and at the fame time exprefling the particular fatif-
¢ falion, with which they refle on the tendency of
¢ the glorious example given in FRANCE to encourage
¢ other nations to affert the unalienable rights of man-
¢ kind, and thereby to introduce a general reforma-
¢ tion in the governments of EurorE, and to make
¢ the world free and happy.

In purfuance of the refolution of the Society, this
Congratulatory Addrefs was conveyed to the Duke

of Rochefoucauld at Par1s, with a letter requefting
A2 him
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him to prefent it to the NATIONAL AsSEMBLY,
and at the fame time imtimating, that the Society
confidered the NaTioNAL AssgMeLY as afling
for the world as well as for the great kingdom it
reprefented, and therefore hoped that their Addrefs
was not an improper intrufion; or, if it was, that
it would be excufed as an effufion of zeal in the caufe
of general liberty and human happinefs which no
confiderations of impropriety had been able to
fupprefs.

The following communications and letters will
fhew how highly the Society has been gratified
by the favourable reception of its Addrefs.

Extrast from a Letter of the Duke ok RocHE-
roucaurp #0 Dr. Price.~—Dated Paris,
December 2d, 1789.

¢¢ C’etoit bien au Dr. Price qui’l appartenoit
de propofer une motion tendante i faire i cette
Liberte le plus bel hommage, celui des préjugés
nationaux. L’addrefle de felicitation que le Comte
de STANHOPE a fait 'honneur au Duc de Ia Roche-
foucauld de lui envoier a été recue de I’ Aflemblée
Nationale avec de vifs applaudiffemens. Elle y a
vu l'aurore du beau jour ou deux nations qui fe
font toujours eftimées malgré leurs divifions poli-
tiques, et malgre la deverfite de leurs gouvernemens,
contralteront une liaifon intime par la fimilitude
de leurs opinions, et par leur enthoufialme commun
pour la Liberté, Elle a charge fon Prefident d’scrire
au C'. de Stanhope, mais les occupations multipliées
de la Prefidence naiant pas encore permis l'expe-
dition
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dition de Ia lettre, le Duc de la Rochefoucauld s’em-
prefle toujours d'avoir I'honeur de repondre au
Do&eur Price.——Heureux d’avoir ete choifi pour
cette honorable commiffion, il en a rendu compte
a PAflemblée Nationale, et en lui prefentant
Paddrefle il lui a fait connoitre les droits qu’ avoit
a fon eftime, & a P'eftime de la nation Francoife une
Société dont l'objet eft aufli noble et auffi patriotique,
&e. &c.

TRANSLATION,.

¢ It belonged to——Dr. Price to propofe a motion
tending to pay to liberty the faireft homage, that of
national prejudices.—The addrefs of congratulation
which Earl Stanhope has done the Duke de la RocHE-~
FoucAuLD the honour to tranfmit to him, has
been received by the National Aﬂ'embly with lively
applaufe. They havefeen in that addrefs the dawn
of a glorious day, in which two nations who have
always efteemed one another notwithftanding their
political divifions and the diverfity of their govern-
ments, fhall contract an intimate union, founded on
the fimilarity of their opinions and their common en~
thufiafm for liberty.—They have direGed their Pre-
fident to write to Earl STaANHOPE; but the multi-
plicity of the bufinefs of the Prefidency not having yet
permitted the expediting of that letter, the Duke de la
RocuEFoucAuLD has not delayed to do himfelf the
honour of writing to Dr. Price. Happy in having
been chofen for fuch an honourable commiflion, he has
rendered an account of it to the National Affembly ;
and, in prefenting to them the addrefs of a Society
whofe obje® is fo noble and patriotic, he has
acquainted
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acquainted them with the claim which it has to their
efteem, and to the efteem of the whole French

nation, &c. &c.

Extrat from the Votes of the National Affembly
of France, of Wednefday the 25tb of Nov.
1789, tranfmitted by the ARcuBISHOP OF
A1x, Prefident of the National Affembly, to
Earl Stannork, Chairman of the Revolution
Society in London.

Extrait du Procés wverbal de I'dffemblée Nationale du
Mercridi 25me Novem. 1789,

Un membre a lu une adrefle de felicitation de la part
de ta Société Angloife, appellée Société de la Revolution.
L’affemblée vivement touchée de ce temoignage extra-
ordinaire d’eftime a exprimé fa fatisfaction par de grands
applaudiffemens, et a décrété que M. le Préfident fera
chargé_d’ecrire 3 Milord Stanhope Préfident de 1a So-
ciété, une lettre dans Ia quelle il lui temoignera Ia
vive et profonde fenfibilité qu'a eprouvé PAflemblée
Nationale de France i la leCture de la declaration
faite au nom de Ia Société de la Revolution d’Angle.
terre, la quelle refpire les fentimens d’humanité et
de bienveillance univerfelle qui doivent lier dans
tous les pays du monde, les vrais amis de la Liberte
et du bonheur des nations.

(Signé) L’ARCH. D’AIX,
Prefident de I'Affemblée Nationale,
(L.S.) LEe Ve, pE MIRZRBEAU,
Secretaire.
(ContreSigné)  SaLoMON DE LA SAUGERIE,
Secret.

TRANS-
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TRANSLATION.

Extrafl from the Votes of the Naticnal Affembly of
Wednefday the 25th Nov. 1789.

A member having read a Congratulatory Addrefs
of the Engli/b Society called the Revolution Society;
the Affembly, deeply affeCted with this extraordinary
proof of efteem, exprefled its fatisfaCtion by loud
applaufe, and refolved that the Prefident be directed
to write aletter to Lord Stanhope, Chairman of the
Society, exprefling the lively and deep fenfibility
with which the National Affembly of France re-
ceived the addrefs of the Revolution Society in Eng-
land, which breathes thofe fentiments of humanity
and univerfal benevolence, that ought to unite to-
gether, in all countries of the world, the true friends
of liberty and the happinefs of mankind.

(Signed) = THE ARCHBISHOP OF AIX,
Prefident of the National Aflembly.

Sealed with the Arms
of the National Aflembly of France.

(Counter-Signed) = THE Vik, pE MIr £BEAU,
Secretary.

SALOMON DE LA SAUGERIE,
Secretary.

Letter



8 APPENDIX

Letter from the ArcusisHoPr of A1x, Prefident
of the National Affembly, to Earl STANHOPE,
Chairman of the Revolution Society.

(C O P Y)

A Parisy ce §me Decembre, 1789.
IL eft digne, Milord, d’une Société célébre
et dun peuple heureux et libre de s'interefler 3 tous
Ies progrés du bonbeur et de la liberté publique.

Depuis long-tems la nation Frangaife éxeroit Pem-
pire de fes connaiffances et de fes arts, elle dirigeoit
fon gouvernement par fes opinions, quand elle ne fe
gouvernoit pas encore elle méme par fes loix.

Elle pourfuivoit avec ardeur des vérités utiles, et
répandant chaque jour la lumiere fur toutes les parties
de fon adminiftration, elle fembloit entrainée, comme
par un mouvement univerfel, aux changemens qui
1ui donnent fa confiftance et fa force.

Un Roi que nous pouvons appeller le meilleur des
hommes, et le premier des citoyens, encourageoit,
par fes vertus, les efpérances de fa nation, et main-
tenant, un concours unanime €tablit une conftitution
durable, fur les droits imprcfcriptibles des hommes et
des citoyens.

< 11 appartient fans doute A notre fiécle, quand Ia
raifon s'étend avec la liberté, de faire difparoitre a
jamais les haines et les rivalites nationales: il ne faut
pas que les guerres, ces erreurs de gouvernemens,
foient éffet des préjugés que font les vices des na-
tions, et les deux peuples, les plus inftruits de 'Eu-

rope, doivent montrer par leur éxemple, que I'amour
de
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de 1a patrie s’accorde avec tous les fentimens de I'hu-~
manité,

«¢ L’ Aflemblée Nationale a reconnu dans ’Adrefle
de 1a Société de 1a Revolution d’Angleterre, ces prin-
cipes de bienveillance univerfelle qui doivent lier, dans
tous les pays du monde, les vrais amis du bonbeur, et de
la liberté des nations : Elle a configné les témoignages,
de fa vive et profonde fenfibilité, dans une délibéra-
tion folemnelle, qu’elle me charge de vous communi-
quer.

Regevez les aflurances de tous les fentimens, avec
les quels, I'ai Phonneur d’étre,

Mylord,
Votre trés humble,
Et tres obéifant ferviteur,
(Signé) L’ARCH. ¢AIX,
Prefident de PAflemblée Nationale.

TRANSLATION.

Paris, the §th Docember, 1789.
1T is worthy, my Lord, of a celebrated
Society, and of an happy and free people, to intereft
themfelves in the progrefs of public liberty and hap-
pinefs.

The French nation has long been improving in
knowledge and arts ; and its government was directed
by opinions derived from them even before the coun-
try governed itfelf by the laws which they dictated.

The nation purfued with ardour ufeful truths, and
daily diffufing light over every branch of the admini-
ftration, it appeared to be carried, as by an univerfal

impulfe,
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impulfe, to thofe changes which now give it ftrength
and ftability.

A King whom we may call the beft of men, and
the firft of citizens, encouraged by his virtues the
hopes of the nation, and now, by univerfal concur-
rence, a durable conftitution is eftablifthed, founded
on the unalienable rights of men and citizens.

It undoubtedly belongs to our age, in which rea-
fon and liberty are exterding themfelves together, to
extinguifh for ever national hatred and rivalfhip.

We muft not allow the prejudices which difgrace
nations to produce wars, thofe errors of governments.
But the two moft enlightened people of Europe ought
to fhew, by their example, that the love of their
country is perfe€tly compatible with every fentiment
of humanity,

The National Affembly difcovers in the Addrefs
of the Revolution Society of England, thofe princi-
ples of univerfal benevolence which ought to bind
together, in all countries of the world, the true friends
to the happinefs and liberty of mankind.

The National Affembly has given the moft unde-
niable teftimony of its firong and deep fenfe of this
truth, by the folemn vote which it has direted me
to communicate to you.

Accept the aflurance of thofe fentiments with which
1 have the honour to be,

My Lord,
Your moft humble,
And moft obedient fervant,
The ARCHBISHOP of AIX,
Prefident of the National Affembly,
To Lord Stanbope, Chairman
of the Revolution Society.
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Refolution of Thanks from the Patriotic Society
at Dijon, tranfmitted by M. I' Abbé VoLr1vs,
the Chairman, to Earl Stanuore, Chairman

of the Revolution Society.

Extrait du Regifive des Deliberations du Club Patrie-
tique de Dijon.

Séance du Lundi, 30me Novembre, 1789.
M. M. PAsse VoLr1us, Prefident.

Navier; de Morveau; Mazuyé, Medecin ; Mazuyé,
Avocat 3 Gouget, Primé ; Dezé; Larché, Vau-
drey ; Gillotte ; Villiers; Chamy; Durande fils;
Bazire, cadet ; Renaud; Leroux: Vaillant, ainé;
Purverié ; Muzard; Maret; Gouget-Deflandres;
Jacotot; et Vaillant, cadet ; prefens.

M. Navier a dit:

MEssIEURS,

L’ADRESSE de felicitation, envoiée a I’ 4ffem-
blée Nationale de France, par la Société de la Révolu-
tion de Londres, a excité votre admiration et celle de
tous les vrais amis bu bonheur public. Des Anglois
qui dédaignent les préventions nationales, et qui ap-
plaudiffent aux efforts de leurs rivaux, pour fecouer le
joug du pouvoir abitraire, préfentent un fpetacle fur
Ie quel les philofophes attentifs aux progrés de Iefprit
humain, ne peuvent pas manquer de fixer leurs re-
gards.

Telle eft donc la victoire remportée par la raifon et
la philantrophie fur les prejuges et les jaloufies po-
B2 pulaires,
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pulaires, que nous avons lieu d’efperer déformais que
tous les peuples oubliant des interéts partiels s’incou-
rageront mutuellement 3 la conquéte de la liberté, et
qu'ainfi, dans toutes les parties de 'Europe, I'homme
fera bientot reintégré dans des droits que le defpo-
tifme a bien pi enchainer pour un temps, mais qu’il
n'eft point en fon pouvoir d’anéantir.

Pourquoi craindrions-nous le Pavouer, Meflieurs ?
La revolution qui s’opere aujourd’hui dans notre pa-
trie, eft due furtout 3 P'exemple que I’Angleterre nous
a donné depuis un fiecle. Cleft du jour od nous avons
appris i connaitre la conftitution politique de cette
Ifle, et les profpérités que I'accompagnent, que notre
haine pour le defpotifme a pris une veritable énergie.
En affurant leur bonheur, les Angloifes ont préparé
celui de PUnivers. Tandis que de toutes parts, les
tyrans s'¢fforcaient deteindre le feu facré de la liberte,
nos voifins veillaient avec un foin courageux, i I'en-
tretenir toujours dans leur fein. Nous en avons re-
cueilli des étincelles bienfaifantes; et ce feu embra-
fant toutes les ames, va, dass PEurope entiere, re-
duire pour jamais en cendres les liens dont le defpo-
tifine accablait Jes nations.

Rendons 3 nos voifins le jofte tribut de reconnaif-
fance que les amis d’humanité ne doivent point refufer
aux plus zelés deffenfeurs de fes droits. Que la Soriété
de la Révolution apprenne que les Francais ont été fen-
fiblement touchés des felicitations qu'elle a adreffés 2
PAflemblée Nationale; Que ces vertueux philantro-
phes ne doutent plus du fucces de leurs veeux, en
voiant les habitans des provinces, le difputer i ceux
de la capitale, dans Pamour ardent de la liberté.

La matiere mife en délibération ; le Club Patrio-

tique
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tique confiderant qu'il entre parfaitement dans objet
de fon inflitution de manifefter en toute occafion, le
zéle de fes membres, pour Paccompliffement d'une
révolution de la quelle dépend le bonheur de Ja na-
tion; que P'Adrefle de la Société de la Révolution a
PAtfemblée Nationale, eft un a&te memorable qui
mérite Ia reconnaiffance de tous les Frangais; que le
plus far moien d'affurer la félicité des peuples eft de
multiplier entre-eux les témoignages des fentimens
d’union fraternelle qui doivent animer reciproquement
des hommes égaux en droits, et vivans fous une con-
ftitution libre :

Le Club a délibéré unanimement que la Société de la
Rivolution ferait priéré d'agréer Pexpreflion de la fen-
fibilité vive et reconnaiffante dont il a ¢été touché i la
le¢tare de P'ale dans le quel la Société a fi dignement
manifefté Pinterét qu'elle prend aux efforts de la
nation Francaife, pour obtenir une conflitution qui lui
fafle partager avec le peuple Anglais les grands biens
attachés 3 la liberté : Le Club ne defirant rien avec
tant d’ardeur, que de voir regner entre les deux na-
tions la concorde fraternelle fans la quelle elles per-
draient les fruits de cette liberté précieufe dont elles
fe font montrées dignes.

Arréié en outre que copie de la prefente délibéra-
tion fera envoiée par M. le Préfident 4 la Société de
Ia Révolution de Londres.

(Signé au Regiftre.) VOLFIUS.
(Copie.) VAILLaNT, Cadet,
Secretaire du Club Patriotique
de Dijon.

TRANS-
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TRANSLATION.

Extract from the Regifier of the Deliberations of the
Patriotic Saciety of Dijon.

At the Meeting held on Monday, Nov. 30, 1789.

Mr. L’Asse Vovrrius, Prefident.
Navier, &c. prefent.
Mr. Navier made the following Speech :

GENTLEMEN,
¢« THE Congratulatory Addrefs fent to the
National Affembly of France, by the Revolution
Society of London, has excited your admiration, and
that of every true friend of the public welfare.
¢ Englifhmen difdaining national prejudices, and
applauding the efforts of their rivals to fhake off the
yoke of arbitrary power, prefent a fpeftacle which
philofophers, attentive to the progrefs of the human
mind, cannot fail to contemplate with pleafure.
¢¢ Such then is the victory obtained by reafon and
philanthropy over popular prejudices and jealoufies,
that we have now caufe to hope that all nations for-
getting partial interefts, will mutually encourage
each other in the attainment of liberty; and that
thus, throughout Europe, mankind will be thortly
reftored to thofe rights of which defpotifm has de-
prived them for a time, but which it never could
annihilate,
¢ Why fhould we be athamed, Gentlemen, to ac-
knowledge that the Revolution which is now eftablifh-
ing itlelf in our country, is owing to the example
given by England a century ago?
It
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¢ It was from that day webecame acquainted with
the political conftitution of that ifland, and the
profperity with which it was accompanied; it was
from that day our hatred of defpotifm derived its
energy. In fecuring their own happinefs, Englifh-
men have prepared the way for that of the univerfe.
Whilft on all fides tyrants were attempting to extin-
guith the facred flame of liberty, our neighbours
with intrepid watchfulnefs and care cherifhed it in
their bofoms. We have caught fome of thefe falutary
fparks; and this fire enflaming every mind, is extend-
ing itfelf over all Europe, for ever to reduce to athes
thofe thackles with which defpotifin has opprefled
mankind.

<¢ Let us render to our neighbours that juft tribute
of gratitude which the friends of mankind ought
never to refufe to the moft zealous defenders of its
rights,

¢« Let the Revolution Society know that Frenchmen
have been fenfibly affected by the congratulations
which it has addrefled to the National Affembly, that
thefe virtuous philanthropifts, feeing the inhabitants
of the provinces vying with thofe of the metropolis
in the ardent love of liberty, may be in no doubt
about the attainment of their withes.”

The fubjeét having been dcbated, the Patriotic
Society confidering—that it is perfeCtly confiftent
with the object of its inftitution to manifeft on every
occafion, the zeal of its members for accomplithing
a revolution on which depends the welfare of the
nation j—that the addrefs from the Revolution
Society to the National Affembly is a memorable
adt, which deferves the gratitude of every French-

man;
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man ; and that the fureft means to fecure the happi-
nefs of different nations is to multiply between them
thofe proofs of a fraternal union of fentiment which
ought reciprocally to animate men equal in rights
and happy in the enjoyment of the advantages of a
free conftitution :

It was therefore unanimoufly agreed, that the
Revolution Socicty fhould be entreated to accept the
effufions of lively fenfibility and gratitude with which
this Society was animated at the reading of the Addrefs
in which that Society has fo worthily manifefted the
intereft it takes in the efforts of the French nation,
to eftablith a conftitution which will enable it to be
a partaker with the Englifh people in the very great
bleflings attached to freedom: and that it defires
nothing more ardently than to fee fraternal concord
eftablithed between the two nations, without which
they would both lofe the fruits of that precious
freedom of which they have proved themfelves fo
worthy.

Refolved alfo, that a Copy of the prefent refolution
fhall be fent by the Prefident to the Revolution
Society of London.

(The Regifter Signed) VOLFIUS.
(Extra& Signed) VALIANT Jun.
Secretary of the Patriotic Society
of Dijon,

Letter
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Letter from the Members of the Patriotic Union
of the Town and Caftleward of LisLe, to the
Chairman and Members of the Revolution
Society in London.

CcC OPY.

MESSIEURS,

Si rien n’eft plus capable de flatter I’ Aflemblée
Nationale de la France, que vos applaudiffemens a
fon ouvrage, rien, en méme tems, n’eft plus
propre que votre jugement, i nous en garantir le
fuccés. Il faut l'avouer, Meflieurs, en Politique
comme en Philofophie, vous etes les maitres et
les modéles de toute la terre. Cleft chez vous, oui,
ceft dans votre ile fortunée, que la liberté, com-
battué, repouflée de toutes parts par le defpotifme,
a trouvé un azile facré, et fi la France va, enfin,
jouir de ce bien précieux, elle en fera peutétre plus
redevable 2 votre nation qu’i elle méme; car, fi
nous n’avoins été encouragés par votre exemple, et
eclairés par votre experience, nous ferions peut-étre
encore bien ¢loignés de rompre les chaines fous les
quelles nous etions courbés, et nous gémerions
encore fous ce joug odieux qui tirannife et referre
les facultés de 'homme, qui commande a la penfée,
qui dégrade fon effence, je veux dire, I'empire des
préjugés et dela fuperftition.

La noblefle de votre procédé i Pegard des Frangais,
en les forcant au refpet et a ia reconnaiffance,
C prouve
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prouve 1 la fois  I'Europe entiere, que la jaloufie, les
injuftes rivalités, et toutes les petites paffions baffes
ne trouvent point d'accés dans I'ame Elevée des
Philofophes amis de la libérté,

Agréez les remercimens particuliers d’une affocia-
tion d’hommes, admirateurs de votre génerofite,
et foyez perfuadés des fentimens de refped, avec
les quels, nous avons Phonneur d'étre,

MeEssiEURS,
Vos trés humbles, et trés
Obéiffans Sevitenrs,

Lxs MiuBREs DE 1’UNION PATRIOTE DES
Viree ET CHATELLENIE DE LiLLE.

Lille I 26me. Nov. 1789.
G. Facquerye
Secretaire.

M. M. Les Préfident, et Membres du
Club, de la Rewolution, Londres.

TRANSLATION.

GENTLEMEN,

AS nothing is more flattering to the Na-
tional Aflembly of France than your approbation of
its proceedings, fo nothing at the fame time is
more proper than your judgment to fecure the
fuccefs of them. It muft be owned, Gentlemen,
that in politics as in philofophy, you are the

inftrutors,
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inftru®tors and examples of the whole world. It
is among you, yes, it is in your favoured ifle, that
liberty every where attacked and trampled upon by
defpotifm has found a facred afylum, and if France
fhould obtain that invaluable blefing, fhe will
perhaps be more indebted for it to your nation than
to herfelf; for if we had not been encouraged by
your example, and enlightened by your experience,
we might yet perhaps have been unable to break
thofe chains under which we were bowed down, and
we fhould ftill have groaned under that odious yoke
(the empire of prejudices and fuperftition) which
tyrannizes over and cramps the faculties of man,
enflaves his mind, and degrades his nature.

Your noble condu€t towards the French nation
demands both our refpe¢t and gratitude, and at the
fame time demonftrates to all Europe, that jealoufy,
unjuft rivalthip, and bafe paffions are incapable of
finding accefs to the exalted minds of philofophers,
friends of liberty.

Accept the particular thanks of an affociation of
men, admirers of your generofity ; and be perfuaded
of the fentiments of refpe&t with which we have
the honour to be,

GENTLEMEN,
Your very bumble and very obedient fervants,

Tre MEMBERS OF THE PaTr10TIC UNION OF THE
TownN AND CASTLE WARD oF LILLE.

C. Facquerye,
. Secretary.
Lille, 26 Now. 178q.

C2 ) 13
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It will be aftonifhing if any perfon, who has within
him a fpark of zeal for liberty and human happinefs,
fhould be able to read thefe papers without delight.
"They prove the truth of the obfervation in the note,
p. 30. We fee in them (to ufe the language of the
excellent Duke de RocrEFoucAuLD) the dawn of 2
glorious day—of a day when (fhould fentiments con-
genial to thofe in France prevail in Britain) two na-
tions at the head of the world, convinced of the folly
of wars and laying afide all jealoufies, fhall embrace
one another, and form a fraternal and intimate union,
not for the vile purpofes of avarice and conqueft, but
to fpread the knowledge of human rights, to extend
the bleflings of juftice and liberty, and to promote
peace on carth and good will ameng men.

The following anfwers to thefe communications
have been ordered by the Revolution Society :

Note in anfwer to the Archbifbop of A1x’s Letter.

The members of the Revolution Society in London
requeft the Archbifhop of Aix’s acceptance of their
beft thanks for the letter which he has direCted to
Earl Stanhope their Chairman, and for conveying to
them the Vote of the National Aflembly of France.
They could fcarcely have received a higher fatif-
faction than has been given them by the Archbifhop’s
letter, and the condefcending notice with which the
National Affembly has been pleafed to honour their
Congratulatory Addrefs. They feel particularly the
juftice which this auguft affembly has done them, by

imputin™
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imputing their addrefs to the influence of thofe prin-
ciples of univerfal benevolence which ought in all
countries to bind together the friends of human
liberty and happinefs. Their hearts are warmed with
thefe principles ; and they defire nothing fo earneftly
as that the time may foon come when they fhall fo
poffefs every buman heart as to put an end to all jea-
loufies between nations, exterminate oppreflion and
{lavery, and caufe wars, thofe dreadful errors of govern-
ments, to ceafe in all the earth. They exult in the
profpe& of fuch a time, which feems to be opening,
and with which the proceedings of the National
Affembly of France promife to blefs mankind.

The Revolution Society cannot avoid taking this
occafion to add, that among the important benefits of
the Revolution in France, they reckon its tendency
to afford a falutary inftruction to Kings. They
learn with pleafure that the People of Franmce are
happy in a King who has encouraged them by his
virtues in recovering their rights, and been on this
account juftly crowned with the title of the Rg-
sTORER OoF FRENcH LiBerTY. This elevates him
to the higheft pinnacle of glory. The defpots of the
world muft now fee their folly. This example
muft fhew them that they can never be fo great or
happy, or truly powerful, as by renouncing defpotic
power, and being placed (like the Kings of Framce
and England) at the head of an enlightened people
and free conftitutions of government?

Signed by Earl STANHOPE, in the name of
the Society.

Letter
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Letter in anfwer to the Letter from the Patriotic
Society at Dijon.

To My, PAbbé NovL¥ius, Prefident of the Patriotic
Socicty at Dijox,

SIR,

THE Revolution Society in London have
received with the higheft pleafure the Refolution of
Thanks which you have tranfinitted to them from the
Patriotic Club 2t Dijon. They are delighted with
the Speech of Mr. Navier; and they concur heartily
in the withes exprefled by him, and the other mem-
bers of the Patriotic Club, of 3 FRATERNAL UN1ioN
between this country and theirs. Among the bene-
fits of the revolution in FR ANcE they reckon its ten-
dency to produce fuch an union, founded on a com-
mon participation in the bleflings of liberty, and an
extenfion of thofe principles of juftice and reverence
for human rights which are now guiding the proceed-
ings of the National Afleinbly of FrANCE, and mak-
ing them a glorious example to the world.

Such without doubt will be the iffue of this revo-
lution, fhould that ardor of univerfal benevolence
which the members of the Revolution Society in
London feel in their own hearts, poffefs the hearts of
all their countrymen,

May Heaven blefs the world with an union fo de-
firable, and fuffer no partial interefts or popular yio-
Jences to prevent the citizens of FrRANCE from en-
joying all thebleflings that can be derived from a wife,
and equitable, and free conftitution of government !

Under
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Under a grateful fenfe of the attention with which
the Society of which you are Prefident has honoured
the Revolution Society, and with the greateft refped,
I am, Sir, &ec.

Signed by Earl StaxuorE, Chairman,
in the name of the Society.

Letter in anfwer to the Letter from the Members
of the Patriotic Union of the Town of LisLE.

To the Members of the Patriotic Union of the Town of Lifle,

GENTLEMEN,

ACCEPT our gratitude for the very obliging
letter with which you have honoured us. Our Con-
gratulatory Addrefs to the National Affembly of
France was derived from the warmeft zeal in the
general caufe of liberty and human happinefs; and
we have been highly gratified by the favourable man-
ner in which it has been received. Confidering our-
felves more as citizens of the world than as members
of any particular community, we cannot but rejoice
in every event by which this facred caufe gains a tri-
umph over arbitrary power and oppreffion. The late re-
volution in your country is an event of this kind won-
derful and unparalleled, It was not poffible we fhould
hear of it without the livelieft feelings of delight and
exultation ; nor could we, without doing violence to
ourfelves, avoid exprefling thefe feelings, and afpiring
to the honour of being known to the people of France,
and acquainting them with our admiration of them as
an enlightened people, who with a fpirit and una-

nimity
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nimity never before known in {o vaft a kingdom, and
that feemed like an infpiration from heaven, had
fhaken off the odious yoke of defpotifm, afferted and
recovered the rights of men, and made them{elves
joint partakers with us in the invaluable bleflings of
civil and religious liberty.

We cannot help adding on this occafion, that we
admire the liberality of the members of the Patriotic
Union of LisLe in afcribing the deliverance of
France to the example of England ; and that it is
with pleafure we refle& that an acknowledgment fo
candid and generous is not altogether without founda-
tion. BRITAIN has undoubtedly ever fince the zra
of its own Revolution been a moft diftinguithed and
favoured kingdom, and held out to the world an
example of national dignity and happinefs derived
from the poflfeffion of liberty, which bas inftruéted
other kingdoms. But our regard to truth requires us,
at the fame time that we thus boaft, to acknowledge
that Now the time feems to be arrived when we fhail
lofe this honourable diftin¢tion. France is taking the
lead; and Britain will be left behind, if not provoked
by the example of France to corre& abufes that are
every day growing more palpable ; and, in particular,
to {ubftitute for its prefent partial and imperfe&t repre-
fentation fuch an equal and pure reprefentation as our
brethren in France are likely to enjoy.

With fentiments of the warmeft efteem, we are,

GENTLEMEN,
Your moft obedient and humble Servants,

Tue MEMBERS OF THE
RevoLvuTIion SociETY 1N LoNboNw,

B



	Richard Price, A Discourse on the Love of Our Country (1789)
	Front Matter
	Title Page

	A Discourse &c., p. 1 
	Appendix, p. 1
	Thirty Millions of People in France, p. 1 
	The Declaration of Rights, which has been agreed to by the National Assembly of France, and sanctioned by the King, and which forms the Basis of the new Constitution of France, contains such an authority for some of the sentiments in the foregoing Discourse, and holds out to the world an instruction on the subject of Civil Government of such consequence, that I cannot help inserting here the following Translation of it. p. 5 
	Society for commemorating the Glorious Revolution of 1668. p. 11 

	Additions To Dr. Price's Discourse on the Love Of Our Country
	Extract from a Letter of the Duke de Rochefoucauld to Dr. Price.—Dated Paris, December 2d, 1789, p. 4 
	Extrait du Procés verbal de l’Assemblée Nationale du Mercridi 25me Novem. 1789.
	Letter from the Archbishop of Aix, President of the National Assembly, to Earl Stanhope, Chairman of the Revolution Society. 
	Extrait du Registre des Deliberations du Club Patriotique de Dijon. 
	Letter from the Members of the Patriotic Union of the Town and Castleward of Lisle, to the Chairman and Members of the Revolution Society in London. 
	Letter in answer to the Letter from the Patriotic Society at Dijon.
	Letter in answer to the Letter from the Members of the Patriotic Union of the Town of Lisle. 


	End of the Book, p. 24



