Politica

A LibertvClassics Edition












Politica

Johannes Althusius

AN ABRIDGED TRANSLATION OF

Politics Methodically Set Forth and Illustrated with
Sacred and Profane Examples

EDITED AND TRANSLATED. WITH AN INTRODUCTION

by Frederick S. Carncy

FOREWORD BY Daniel |. Elazar

3 P

Liberty Fund
INDIANAPOLIS
1995



This 1s a LiberryClassics Edinion published by Liberty Fund, Inc.,
a foundation established to encourage study of the 1deal of a soaety of
tree and responsible indunduals

I P

The cunciform imscription that serves as our loge and as the design monif for our
endpapers 1s the earliest-known written appearance of the word “freedom” (amag),
o1 “liberty” It 1s taken from a clay document written about 2300 B.C in the
Sumenan city-state of Lagash

© 1964 by Frederick S. Carney © 1993 by Liberty Fund, Inc
All rights reserved Printed 1n the United States of America

Liberty Fund, Inc.

8335 Allison Pointe Trail, Suite 300
Indianapols, Indiana 46250-1687
(317) 842-0880

Frontisprece: Portrait after a painting m the Grosse Kirche at Emden, Germany,
reproduced from Politica Methodice Digesta of Johannes Althusws (Althaus)
(Cambndge Harvard University Press, 1932).

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Althusius, Johannes, 15571638

[Politica methodice digesta. English]

Politica / by johannes Alihusius . an abridged translation of
Politics methodically set forth, and illustrated wath sacred and
profane examples * edited and translated, with an introduction, by
Frederick S Carney - foreword by Daniel Elazar. — A Liberty
classics ed

p. cm.

Translation origmnally published: Politics Boston . Beacon Press,
c1964 With new foreword and other changes 1n accompanying matter

Includes bibliographical references and index

ISBN 0-86597-114-5 (hardcover : acid-free paper). — ISBN
0-86597-115-3 (pbk : acid-free paper)

1 Political science—Early works to 1800. I Carney, Frederick
Smmth, 1924— . 1T Tide
JC156.A413 1994
321 02—dc20 94-30586

0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



Contents

Translator’s Introduction, ix
FREDERICK S. CARNEY

Althusius’ Grand Design for a Federal Commonwealth, xxxv
DANIEL J. ELAZAR

Althusius’ Literary Sources Referred to in This Translation, xlvii
Schema: Althusius’ Outline of the Book, lvifi

Note on the Liberty Fund Edition, Ixi

Preface to the First Edition (1603)
Preface to the Third Edition (1614)

I
The General Elements of Politics

II-111
The Family

v

The Collegium
V-VI

The City
VII-VIII

The Province

11



viii Contents

IX
Political Sovereignty and Ecclesiastical
Communication

X-XVIl
Secular Communication

XVIII
The Ephors and Their Duties

XIX-XX
The Constituting of the Supreme Magistrate

XXI-XXVII
Political Prudence in the Administration of the
Commonwealth

XXVIII
Ecclesiastical Administration

XXIX-XXXVII
Secular Administration

XXXVII
Tyranny and Its Remedies

XXXIX
Types of Supreme Magistrate

Collation of This Translation with the 1614 Edition, 209
The Writings of Johannes Althusius, 213
Select Bibliography, 219

Index, 223

66

79

92

135

159

175

191

201






