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TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
D. S. MSS.

Aug, 22. 1793.

Th. Jefferson has the honor to inclose to the Pres-
ident the letter of the National Assembly to him of
Dec. 22. g2. It’s most distinct object seems to have
been to thank the US. for their succours to St. Do-
mingo. It glances blindly however at commercial
arrangements, and on the 19* of Feb. the same as-
sembly passed the decree putting our commerce in
their dominions on the footing of natives & directing
their Executive Council to treat with us on the sub-
ject. On this the following questions arise.

1. Would the President chuse to answer the letter,
acknoleging it’s receipt, thanking them in turn for
the favors to our commerce, and promising to consult
the constitutional powers (the Senate) on the subject
of the treaty proposed?

2. Would he rather chuse to make no reply to the

3
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letter, but that Mr. Morris be instructed to negociate
a renewal of Mr. Genet's powers to treat to his
successor ?

3. Or would he chuse that nothing be said on the
subject to any body?

If the President would in his judgment be for a
treaty on the principles of the decree, or any modi-
fication of them, the 1% or 2¢ measure will be to be
adopted.

If he is against a treaty on those principles or any
modification of them, the 3¢ measure seems to be the
proper one.

T0 THE U. S. MINISTER TO FRANCE J. MSS.
(GOUVERNEUR MORRIS)

PHILADELPHIA, August 23, 1793.

DEear Sir,—The letter of the 16th instant, with
its documents accompanying this, will sufficiently
inform you of the transactions, which have taken
place between Mr. Genet, the minister of France,
and the Government here, and of the painful neces-
sity they have brought on, of desiring his recall.
The letter has been prepared, in the view of being
itself, with its documents, laid before the Executive
of the French Government. You will, therefore, be
pleased to lay it before them, doing everything which
can be done on your part, to procure it a friendly
and dispassionate reception and consideration. The
President would indeed think it greatly unfortunate,
were they to take it in any other light; and, there-
fore, charges you, very particularly, with the case of
presenting this proceeding in the most soothing
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view, and as the result of an unavoidable necessity
on his part.

Mr. Genet, soon after his arrival, communicated
the decree of the National Convention of February
19, 1793, authorizing their Executive to propose a
treaty with us on liberal principles, such as might
strengthen the bonds of good will, which unite the
two nations; and informed us in a letter of May 23,
that he was authorized to treat accordingly. The
Senate being then in recess, and not to meet again
till fall, I apprized Mr. Genet that the participation
in matters of treaty, given by the Constitution to that
branch of our Government, would, of course, delay
any definitive answer to his friendly proposition.
As he was sensible of this circumstance, the matter
has been understood to lie over, till the meeting of
Senate. You will be pleased, therefore, to explain
to the Executive of France this delay, which has
prevented, as yet, our formal accession to their
proposition to treat; to assure them, that the Presi-
dent will meet them, with the most friendly dis-
positions, on the grounds of treaty proposed by the
Nationial Convention, as soon as he can do it in the
forms of the Constitution; and you will, of course,
suggest for this purpose, that the powers of Mr.
Genet be renewed to his successor.

CABINET OPINIONS ON RECALL OF GENET  J. uss.

Aug. 23d, 1793.

At a meeting of the Heads of Departments and the
Attorney General at the President’s, on the 1st and
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2d of August, 1793, on a review of the whole of Mr.
Genet’s correspondence and conduct, it was unani-
mously agreed, that a letter should be written to the
Minister of the United States at Paris, stating the
same to him, resuming the points of difference which
had arisen between the government of the United
States and Mr. Genet, assigning the reasons for the
opinions of the former, and desiring the recall of the
latter; and that this letter, with those which have
passed between Mr. Genet and the Secretary of
State, and other necessary documents, shall be laid
by Mr. Morris, before the Executive of the French
government.

At a meeting of the same at the President’s, Aug-
ust 15th, the rough draft of the said letter, having
been prepared by the Secretary of State, was read
for consideration, and it was agreed that the Secre-
tary of the Treasury should take measures for obtain-
ing a vessel, either by hire or purchase, to be sent
to France express with the dispatches when ready.

At a meeting of the same at the President’s, Aug-
ust 2oth, said letter was read and corrected by
paragraphs, and finally agreed to.

At a meeting of the same at the President’s, Aug-
ust 23d, it was agreed that the proceeding letter
should bear the date of the last document which is
to accompany it, to wit, August 16th; and unan-
imously approved, and to bear date this day.

Sealed and signed this 23d day of August, 1793.
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TO JAMES MADISON MAD.MSS,
Aug. 25. 93.

You will perceive by the enclosed papers that
Genet has thrown down the gauntlet to the President
by the publication of his letter & my answer, and is
himself forcing that appeal to the public, & risking
that disgust, which I had so much wished should
have been avoided. The indications from different
parts of the continent are already sufficient to shew
that the mass of the republican interest has no hesi-
tation to disapprove of this intermeddling by a
foreigner, & the more readily as his object was evi-
dently, contrary to his professions, to force us into
the war. I am not certain whether some of the more
furious republicans may not schismatize with him.

The following arrangements are established.

Sept. 10. the Pr. sets out for Mt. Vernon, & will
be here again the 3oth. Oct. sth or a little sooner I
set out to be absent 6. weeks, by agreement. Con-
sequently I shall be here again about Nov. 17. to
remain to Dec. 31. 1 break up my house the last of
Septemb. Shall leave my carriage & horses in
Virginia & return in the stage, not to have the
embarrassment of ploughing them through the mud
in January. I shall take private lodgings on my
return.—Billy who is just going on a nautical ex-
pedition to Charlestown, called on me yesterday to
desire I would send you the enclosed account which
he said was necessary for you to debit those for
whom the articles were. Adieu.
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CABINET OPINION ON PRIVATEERS AND PRIZES w. Mss.
Aug. 31, 1793.

At a meeting of the Heads of departments & At-
torney General at the President’s on the 31st day of
Aug. 1793-

A letter from Mr. Gore to Mr. Lear, dated Boston
Aug. 24. was read, stating that the Roland, a priva-
teer fitted out at Boston, & furnished with a com-
mission under the government of France, had sent a
prize into that port, which being arrested by the
Marshal of the district by process from a court of
justice, was rescued from his possession by M. du
Plaine Consul of France, with an armed force from
one of the ships of his nation, it is the opinion that
the Attorney of the district be instructed to institute
such prosecution as the laws will authorize against
the said du Plaine; and to furnish to the government
of the U. S. authentic evidence of the facts before
mentioned, whereon if it shall appear that the rescue
was made by the sd. du Plaine, or his order, it is the
opinion that his Exequetur should be revoked.—
Also that the Attorney of the district be desired to
furnish copies of his applications or other corre-
spondence with the Governor of Massachusetts rela-
tive to the several privateers & prizes which have
been the subjects of his letters to Mr. Lear.

A letter from Mr. Maury Consul for the U. S. at
Liverpool dated July 4. 1793. was read, covering an
inauthenticated copy of certain additional instruc-
tions from the court of St. James’s to the com-
manders of their ships of war, dated June 8. 1793.
permitting them to stop the vessels of neutral nations
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laden with corn, flour or meal & bound to any port
of France, & to send them into British ports, from
whence they are not to be permitted to proceed to
the port of any country not in amity with Gr. Britain.
Whereupon it is the opinion that Mr. Pinckney be
provisionally instructed to make representations to
the British ministry on the sd. instruction as con-
trary to the rights of neutral nations and to urge a
revocation of the same and full indemnification to
any individuals, citizens of these states, who may
in the mean time suffer loss in consequence of the
sd. instruction. Also that explanations be desired
by Mr. Pinckney of the reasons of the distinction
made in the 2d. Article of the sd. instructions be-
tween the vessels of Denmark & Sweden & those of
the U. S. attempting to enter blockaded ports.
Information having been also received thro’ the
public papers of a decree passed by the National
assembly of France revoking the principle of free
ships making free goods & enemy ships enemy goods,
and making it lawful to seize neutral vessels bound
with provisions to another country & to carry them
into the ports of France, there to be landed & paid
for, & also of another decree excepting the vessels of
the U. S. from the operation of the preceding de-
crees, it is the opinion that Mr. Morris be provision-
ally instructed, in case the first mentioned decrees
have passed & not the exceptions, to make repre-
sentations thereon to the French government as
contrary to the treaty existing between the two
countries & the decree relative to provisions contrary
also to the law of nations & to require a revocation
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thereof and full indemnification to any citizen
of these states who may in the mean time have
suffered loss therefrom, and also in case the sd. de-
crees & the exceptions were both passed that then
a like indemnification be made for losses intervening
between the dates of the sd. decrees & exceptions.®

A Letter from the Governor of Georgia of the
13 instant covering the proceedings of a Council
of War relatively to an expedition against certain
towns of the Creek Nation was communicated for
consideration.

It is the opinion that the Governor of Georgia be
informed that the President disapproves the measure
as unauthorised by law as contrary to the present
state of affairs and to the instructions heretofore
given and expects that it will not be proceeded in,
that requiring the previous consideration of Con-
gress it will be submitted to them at their ensuing
session, if circumstances shall not then render it un-
necessary or improper: that the Governor of South
Carolina be also informed that the co-operation de-
sired of him by the Governor of Georgia is not to be
afforded, and that the Agent for procuring supplies
of provisions for the service of the United States in
Georgia be instructed, that no provisions are to be
furnished on their account for the purpose of the
said expedition.

1 This is in he handwriting of Jefferson up to this poins, thence %o

the end it is in Hamilton’s writing. In Hamilton’s Works of Hamilton
the whole is claimed to have been drafted by him.
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TO JAMES MADISON MAD. MSS.

Sep. 1, 93.

My last was of the 25th, since that I have received
yours of the zoth, and Col. M’s of the 21st. Nothing
further has passed with mr. Genet, but one of his
Consuls has committed a pretty serious deed at
Boston, by going with an armed force taken from a
French frigate in the harbor, and rescuing a vessel
out of the hands of the marshal who had arrested her
by process from a court of justice. In another in-
stance he kept off the marshal by an armed force
from serving a process on a vessel. He is ordered
consequently to be arrested himself prosecuted &
punished for the rescue, and his Exequatur will be
revoked.—You will see in the newspapers the attack
made on our commerce by the British king in his
additional instructions of June 8. Tho’ we have only
newspaper information of it, provisional instructions
are going to mr. Pinckney to require a revocation of
them and indemnification for all losses which indi-
viduals sustain by them in the meantime. Of the
revocation I have not the least expectation. I shall
therefore be for laying the whole business (respecting
both nations) before Congress. While I think it im-
possible they should not approve of what has been
done disagreeable to the friendly nation, it will be in
their power to soothe them by strong commercial
retaliations against the hostile one. Pinching their
commerce will be just against themselves, advan-
tageous to us, and conciliatory towards our friends of
the hard necessities into which their agent has driven
us. His conduct has given room for the enemies of
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liberty & of France, to come forward in a stile of
acrimony against that nation which they never would
have dared to have done. The disapprobation of the
agent mingles with the reprehension of his nation &
gives a toleration to that which it never had before.
He has still some defenders in Freneau, & Greenleaf’s
papers, who they are I know not: for even Hutche-
son & Dallas give him up. I enclose you a Boston
paper, which will give you a specimen of what all the
papers are now filled with. You will recognize mr.
A under the signature of Camillus. He writes in
every week’s paper now, & generally under different
signatures. This is the first in which he has omitted
some furious #ncartade against me. Hutcheson says
that Genet has totally overturned the republican
interest in Philadelphia. However, the people going
right themselves if they always see their republican
advocates with them, an accidental meeting with the
monocrats will not be a coalescence.—You will see
much said & again said, about G.’s threat to appeal
to the people. I can assure you it is a fact.—I re-
ceived yesterday the MS. you mentioned to me from
F n. I have only got a dozen pages into it, and
never was more charmed with anything. Profound
arguments presented in the simplest point of view
entitle him really to his antient signature. In the
papers received from you I have seen nothing which
ought to be changed, except a part of one sentence
not necessary for it’s object, & running foul of some-
thing of which you were not apprized. A malignant
fever has been generated in the filth of Water street
which gives great alarm. About 70. people had died
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of it two days ago, & as many more were ill of it. It
has now got into most parts of the city & is consider-
ably infectious. At first 3. out of 4. died, now about
1.out of 3. It comes on with a pain in the head, sick
stomach, then a little chill, fever, black vomiting and
stools, and death from the 2d to the 8th day. Every-
body who can, is flying from the city, and the panic
of the country people is likely to add famine to the
disease. Tho’ becoming less mortal, it is still spread-
ing, and the heat of the weather is very unpropitious.
I have withdrawn my daughter from the city, but am
obliged to go to it every day myself. —My threshing
machine is arrived at New York. Mr. Pinckney
writes me word that the original from which this
model is copied threshes 150. bushels of wheat in 8.
hours, with 6. horses and 5. men. It may be moved
either by water or horses. Fortunately the work-
man who made it (a millwright) is come in the same
vessel to settle in America. I have written to per-
suade him to go on immediately to Richmd, offering
him the use of my model to exhibit, and to give him
letters to get him into immediate employ in making
them. I expect an answer before I write to you
again. I understand that the model is made mostly
in brass, & in the simple form in which it was first
ordered, to be worked by horses. It was to have
cost 5. guineas, but Mr. Pinckney having afterwards
directed it to be accommodated to water movement
also, it has made it more complicated, and costs 13.
guineas. It will thresh any grain from the Windsor
bean down to the smallest. Adieu.

P.S. The market was the last winter from 25. to
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5o per cent higher than it was in the winter preced-
ing. It is now got to from so. to 100. per cent
higher. I think by the winter it will be generally 100
per cent on the prices of 1790. European goods are
also much risen. Of course you must expect a rise
in the boarding houses compounded of these two. In
the mean time the produce of the farmer, say wheat,
rice, tobacco has not risen a copper. The redun-
dancy of paper then in the cities is palpably a tax
on the distant farmer.

P.S. Sep. 2. I have made great progress into the
Ms. and still with the same pleasure. I have no
doubt it must produce great effect. But that this
may be the greatest possible, it's coming out should
be timed to the best advantage. It should come
out just so many days before the meeting of Congress
as will prevent suspicions of it’s coming with them,
vet so as to be a new thing when they arrive, ready
to get into their hands while yet unoccupied, before
the panic of the culprit shall be over, or any measures
for defeating it’s first effect may be taken. T will
direct it to appear a fortnight before their meeting
unless you order otherwise. It might as well be
thrown into a churchyard, as come out now.

TO THE U. S. ATTORNEY FOR MASSACHUSETTS Jj.mss.
(CHRISTOPHER GORE)
PHILADELPHIA, Sepr 2, 1793.
Sir,—The President is informed through the chan-
nel of a letter from yourself to mr. Lear, that M. du
Plaine, Consul of France at Boston, has lately, with
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an armed force, seized & rescued a vessel from the
officer of a court of justice, by process from which she
was under arrest in his custody: and that he has in
like manner, with an armed force, opposed & pre-
vented the officer, charged with process from a court
against another vessel, from serving that process.
This daring violation of the laws requires the more
attention, as it is by a foreigner clothed with a public
character, arrogating an unfounded right to Admir-
alty jurisdiction, and probably meaning to assert it
by this act of force. You know that by the law of
nations, Consuls are not diplomatic characters, and
have no immunities whatever against the laws of the
land. To put this altogether out of dispute, a clause
was inserted in our Consular Convention with France,
making them amenable to the laws of the land, as
other inhabitants. Consequently, M. du Plaine is
liable to arrest, imprisonment, & other punishments,
even capital, as other foreign subjects resident here.
The President therefore desires that you will im-
mediately institute such a prosecution against him,
as the laws will warrant. If there be any doubt as
to the character of his offence, whether of a higher
or lower grade, it will be best to prosecute for that
which will admit the least doubt, because an ac-
quittal, though it might be founded merely on the
opinion that the grade of offence with which he is
charged is higher than his act would support, yet it
might be construed by the uninformed to be a
judiciary decision against his amenability to the law,
or perhaps in favor of the jurisdiction these consuls
are assuming. The process therefore, should be of
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the surest kind, and all the proceedings well grounded.
In particular, if an arrest, as is probable, be the first
step, it should be so managed as to leave room
neither for escape nor rescue. It should be attended
with every mark of respect, consistent with safe cus-
tody, and his confinement as mild & comfortable
also, as that would permit. These are the dis-
tinctions to which a Consul is entitled, that is to say, .
of a particular decorum of deportment towards him,
indicative of respect to the sovereign whose officer
he is.

The President also desires you will immediately
obtain the best evidence it shall be in your power to
procure, under oath or affirmation, of the transaction
stated in your letter, and that in this, you consider
yourself as acting as much on behalf of M. du Plaine
as the public, the candid truth of the case being ex-
actly that which is desired, as it may be the founda-
tion of an act, the justice of which should be beyond
all question. This evidence I shall be glad to receive
within as few days, or even hours, of delay as possible.

I am also instructed to ask the favor of you to
communicate copies of any memorials, representa-
tions or other written correspondence which may
have passed between the Governor & yourself, with
respect to the privateers & prizes which have been
the subject of your letters to mr. Lear.

TO THOMAS MANN RANDOLPH 3. Mss.

PrILADELPHIA, September 2, 1793.
DEAR Sir,—I wrote to you on the 26th ult., since
which I have received yours of the 14th ult. Maria
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is well, and is with me on the Schuylkill. A malig-
nant fever has been generated in the filth of the docks
of Philadelphia which has given great alarm. It is
considerably infectious. At 1st 3. out of 4. died, at
present not more than one out of three. Several
days ago (my latest information), about 70. had died
and about that number were ill of it. It is called
commonly a yellow fever, but by the physicians
Typhus gravior. Begins with a pain in the head,
sickness in the stomach, with a slight rigor, fever,
black vomitings and faeces, and death from the 22¢
to the 8% day. At first it was confined to Water
street, but is now in many parts of the city. It is
still spreading, tho’ become less mortal. Everybody,
who can, is flying from the city, and the country
people, being afraid to come to the market, there is
fear of a want of supplies. Tho’ there is some degree
of danger, yet, as is usual, there is much more alarm
than danger; and knowing it to be usual also to
magnify these accounts in proportion to distance, I
have given you the particulars, that you may know
exactly, what the case is.—My threshing machine
is arrived at New York, and will be here this week.
Mr. Pinckney writes me that the model from which
my model is taken, gets out 150. bushels of wheat in
8. hours with 6. horses and 5. men. It will thresh
any grain from the Windsor-bean to the milled, and
may be moved by horses or water: It happens that
the workman who made it (a millwright) is come
over in the same vessel. I have written to advise
him to go to Virginia, and commence building these
machines, offering him the use of my model to ex-

VOL. VIIL.—2.
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hibit in Richmond if he chuses, in order to get him-
self into work.—Your letter of the 14th does not
mention the receipt of any of mine on the subject of
sending on the horse. Still however presuming
some of them will have got to hand [zllegible] Tarquin
so that he will arrive at Georgetown the day after
to-morrow. He has orders to wait there a week if
necessary.—The character you give Giovannini is a
just one. He is sober, industrious and honest. He
lived with me as a gardener some time before I went
to Europe, however I shall find it necessary to have
a gardener constantly at his business, and think to
teach a negro at once. Our last accounts from
France are of a very mixed complexion. The com-
bined armies had made no progress, the insurgents
of Brittany had obtained a signal victory, and had
afterwards been more signally defeated, but not sup-
pressed.—My love to my dear Martha and am dear
Sir yours affectionately and constantly.

TO THE BRITISH MINISTER? J. MSS.
(GEORGE HAMMOND)

PHILADELPHIA, September 5, 1793.

Sir,—I am honored with yours of August 3oth.
Mine of the 7th of that month assured you that

1 Sent to the President with the following undated letter:

““Th: Jefferson has the honor to enclose to the President his letter of
Aug. 7. to mr. Hammond, which was confined to the special cases of
the three vessels therein named. The object of mr. Hammond’s letter
of Aug. 30. is to obtain from the government a declaration that the
principle of those special cases shall be extended to all captures made
within our waters or by the proscribed vessels, whether before or after
the 7th of Aug. and to establish, as a general rule, restitution, or com-
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measures were taking for excluding, from all further
asylum in our ports, vessels armed in them to cruise
on nations with which we are at peace, and for the
restoration of the prizes, the Lovely Lass, Prince
William Henry, and the Fame of Dublin, and that
should the measures for restitution fail in their ef-
fect, the President considers it as incumbent on the
United States, to make compensation for the vessels.

We are bound by our treaties with three of the
belligerent nations, by all the means in our power to
protect and defend their vessels and effects in our
ports or waters, or in the Seas near our shores, and
to recover and restore the same to the right owners,
when taken from them. If all the means in our
power are used, and fail in their effect, we are not
bound, by our treaties with those nations, to make
compensation.

Though we have no similar Treaty with Great
Britain, it was the opinion of the President that we
should use towards that nation the same rule which,
under this article, was to govern us with the other
nations; and even to extend it to captures made on
the high Seas and brought into our ports, if done by
vessels which had been armed within them.

Having, for particular reasons, forborne to use all
the measures in our power for the restitution of the

pensation. The forming a general rule requires great caution. Th:J
in preparing a draught of an answer to mr. Hammond, has endeavoured
to establish what he thinks the true grounds on which a general rule
should be formed. But, if the President approves of it, he would wish
to send the draught to the Secretaries of the Treasury and war, and
Atty Genl. for their consideration and amendments, or to meet the
subject, when an answer to the latter part of the letter might also be
agreed on.”
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three vessels mentioned in my letter of August 7th,
the President thought it incumbent on the United
States to make compensation for them; and though
nothing was said in that letter of other vessels taken
under like circumstances, and brought in after the
sth of June and before the date of that letter, yet, where
the same forbearance had taken place, it was and is
his opinion that compensation would be equally due.
As to prizes made under the same circumstances,
and brought in after the date of that letier, the President
determined that all the means in our power should
be used for their restitution. If these fail us, as we
should not be bound by our treaties to make com-
pensation to the other powers, in the analogous
case, he did not mean to give an opinion that it ought
to be done to Great Britain. But still, if any cases
shall arise subsequent to that date, the circumstances
of which shall place them on similar ground with
those before it, the President would think compensa-
tion equally incumbent on the United States.
Instructions are given to the Governors of the
different States, to use all the means in their power
for restoring prizes of this last description, found
within their ports. Though they will, of course take
measures to be informed of them, and the General
Government has given them the aid of the Custom
House officers for this purpose, yet you will be
sensible of the importance of multiplying the chan-
nels of their information as far as shall depend on
yourself or any person under your direction, in order
that the governors may use the means in their
power, for making restitution. Without knowledge



1793] Thomas Jefferson 21

of the capture, they cannot restore it. It will always
be best to give the notice to them directly: but any
information which you shall be pleased to send to
me also, at any time, shall be forwarded to them as
quickly as the distance will permit.

Hence you will perceive, Sir, that the President
contemplates restitution or compensation, in the
cases before the seventh of august, and, after that
date, restitution, if it can be effected by any means
in our power: and that it will be important that you
should substantiate the fact that such prizes are in
our ports or waters.

Your list of the privateers illicitly armed in our
ports, is, I believe, correct.

With respect to losses by detention, waste, spolia-
tion, sustained by vessels taken as before mentioned
between the dates of June 5 and Aug 7, it is pro-
posed, as a provisional measure, that the collector of
the customs of the district, and the British consul, or
any other person you please, shall appoint persons
to establish the value of the vessel and cargo, at the
times of her capture and of her arrival in the port
into which she is brought, according to their value
in that port. If this shall be agreeable to you, and
you will be pleased to signify it to me, with the names
of the prizes understood to be of this description, in-
structions will be given accordingly, to the collectors
of the customs where the respective vessels are.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, Sir,
your most obedient, and most humble servant.
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CABINET DECISIONS W. Mss.
Sept. 7. 1793.

At a meeting at the President’s Sep. 7. 1793.

A circular letter from the Secretary of state to the
Consuls & Vice Consuls of France, informing them
that their Exequaturs will be revoked if they repeat
certain proceedings, also one to Mr. Genet covering
a copy of the letter of the Secretary of State to Mr.
Gouverneur Morris desiring the recall of Mr. Genet,
were read & approved.

A letter from the Governf of Georgia to the Sec? of
state dated Aug. 21. 1793. was read communicating
the demand by the Vice Consul of France in Georgia
of certain individuals under prosecution in a court of
justice. It is the opinion that he be answered that
the law must take it’s course.

A memorial from Mr. Hammond dated Sep. 6.
complaining of the capture of the British brig the
William Tell by the French brig le Cerf, within the
limits of the protection of the U. S. and the refusal
of the French Minister & Consul to have the prize
delivered into the hands of a Marshal charged with
process from a court to arrest her, was read. It is
the opinion that a letter be written to Mr. Genet
calling for evidence in the cases of the vessels here-
tofore reclaimed & not yet finally decided on, & which
were permitted to remain in the hands of the French
Consuls in the mean time, informing him that the
letter of June 25. was not intended to authorize op-
position to the officers, or orders, of courts respecting
vessels taken within the limits of our protection,
that therefore the brig William Tell ought to be de-
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livered into the hands of the officer charged to arrest
her, and that in the event of the court’s deciding that
it has no jurisdiction of the case, as in that of the
ship William whereon the letter of June 25. was
written, she may again be replaced in the Consul’s
hands till the Executive shall have decided thereon.

A letter from Lt GovFf Wood dated Aug. 29. stating
that the French vessel the Orion was arrived in Nor-
folk & had brought in the Sans Culottes as a prize,
and doubting whether from the particular circum-
stances of this prize she came within the general
orders heretofore given. It is the opinion that the
situation of the Sans Culottes is the same in respect
to England & France as any other French vessel not
fitted in our ports, and therefore that the Orion is
within the 14*® article of our treaty, & the rules
heretofore given on that subject.

A memorial from Mr. Hammond dated Sep. 4.
was read complaining of the long stay of the French
fleet in New York, that a regular succession of them
appears to be appointed for cruizing on the coasts,
that a jurisdiction over prizes is exercised by the
French Consuls, and desiring to be informed whether
it be the intention of the Executve to permit this
indefinitely. It is the opinion that Mr. Hammond
be informed that effectual measures are taken to put
an end to the exercise of admiralty jurisdiction by
the French Consuls, that the French have by treaty
a right to come into our ports with their prizes, ex-
clusively, that they have also a right by treaty to
enter our ports for any urgent necessity, that this
right is exclusive as to privateers but not so as to
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public vessels of war and has therefore not been
denied to British ships of war nor has the Executive
as yet prescribed to either any limits to the time
they may remain in their ports.

A letter from Mr. Bordman at Boston dated
Sep. 4. was read complaining of the capture of the
schooner Flora an American vessel by the Roland,
one of the illicit privateers. It is the opn. he must
seek redress in the courts of law.

The draught of a letter to Mr. Pinckney on the
additional instructions of the court of St. James’s
dated June 8. 93. was read and approved.

A Question was proposed by the President Whether
we ought not to enquire from Mr. Hammond if he is
prepared to give an answer on the subject of the in-
execution of the treaty? It is the opinion that it
will be better to await the arrival of the next packet,
then to make the application to Mr. Hammond, and
if he be not prepared to answer, that Mr. Pinckney
be instructed to remonstrate on the subject to the
British court.

TH: JerrErsoN. H. Knox. Epm. RANDOLPH.

TO THE U. S. MINISTER TO GREAT BRITAIN J. mss.
(THOMAS PINCKNEY)
PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 7, 1793.

S1r,—We have received, through a channel which
cannot be considered as authentic, the copy of a
paper styled ‘‘Additional instructions to the com-
manders of his Majesty’s ships of war and priva-
teers,” &c. dated at St. James’s, June 8, 1793. If
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this paper be authentic, I have little doubt but that
you have taken measures to forward it to me. But
as your communications of it may miscarry, and
time, in the meanwhile, be lost, it has been thought
better that it should be supposed authentic; that,
on that supposition, I should notice to you its very
exceptionable nature, and the necessity of obtaining
explanations on the subject from the British Govern-
ment; desiring, at the same time, that you will con-
sider this letter as provisionally written only, and as
if never written, in the event that the paper, which
is the occasion of it, be not genuine.

The first article of it permits all vessels, laden
wholly or in part with corn, flour or meal, bound to
any port in France, to be stopped, and sent into any
British port, to be purchased by that Government,
or to be released only on the condition of security
given by the master, that he will proceed to dispose
of his cargo in the ports of some country in amity
with his Majesty.

This article is so manifestly contrary to the law
of nations, that nothing more would seem necessary,
than to observe that it is so. Reason and usage have
established, that when two nations go to war, those
who choose to live in peace retain their natural right
to pursue their agriculture, manufactures, and other
ordinary vocations; to carry the produce of their
industry for exchange to all nations, belligerent or
neutral, as usual; to go and come freely, without
injury or molestation; and, in short, that the war
among others shall be, for them, as if it did not exist.
One restriction on those mutual rights has been
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submitted to by nations at peace; that is to say,
that of not furnishing to either party implements
merely of war, for the annoyance of the other, or
anything whatever to a place blockaded by its
enemy. What these implements of war are, has
been so often agreed, and is so well understood, as
to leave little question about them at this day.
There does not exist, perhaps, a nation in our com-
mon hemisphere which has not made a particular
enumeration of them, in some or all of their treaties,
under the name of contraband. It suffices for the
present occasion to say, that corn, flour, and meal,
are not of the class of contraband, and consequently
remain articles of free commerce. A culture, which,
like that of the soil, gives employment to such a pro-
portion of mankind, could never be suspended by
the whole earth, or interrupted for them, whenever
any two nations should think proper to go to war.
The state of war, then, existing between Great
Britain and France, furnishes no legitimate right
either to interrupt the agriculture of the United
States, or the peaceable exchange of its produce with
all nations; and consequently the assumption of it
will be as lawful hereafter as now, in peace as in war.
No ground acknowledged by the common reason of
mankind, authorizes this act now, and unacknow-
ledged ground may be taken at any time and all
times. We see, then, a practice begun, to which no
time, no circumstances, prescribe any limits, and
which strikes at the root of our agriculture, that
branch of industry which gives food, clothing, and
comfort, to the great mass of the inhabitants of
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these States. If any nation whatever has a right
to shut up, to our produce, all the ports of the earth,
except her own, and those of her friends, she may
shut up these also, and so confine us within our own
limits. No nation can subscribe to such pretensions;
no nation can agree at the mere will or interest of
another, to have its peaceable industry suspended,
and its citizens reduced to idleness and want. The
loss of our produce, destined for foreign markets,
or that loss which would result from an arbitrary
restraint of our markets, is a tax too serious for us
to acquiesce in. It is not enough for a nation to
say, we and our friends will buy your produce. We
have a right to answer, that it suits us better to sell
to their enemies as well as their friends. Our ships
do not go to France to return empty; they go to
exchange the surplus of our produce, which we can
spare, for surpluses of other kinds, which they can
spare, and we want; which they can furnish on
better terms, and more to our mind, than Great
Britain or her friends. We have a right to judge
for ourselves what market best suits us, and they
have none to forbid to us the enjoyment of the
necessaries and comforts which we may obtain from
any other independent country.

This act, too, tends directly to draw us from that
state of peace, in which we are wishing to remain.
It is an essential character of neutrality, to furnish
no aids (not stipulated by treaty) to one party,
which we are not equally ready to furnish to the
other. If we permit corn to be sent to Great Britain
and her friends, we are equally bound to permit
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it to France. To restrain it, would be a partiality
which might lead to war with France, and, between
restraining it ourselves, and permitting her enemies
to restrain it unrightfully, is no difference. She would
consider this as a mere pretext, of which she would
not be the dupe; and on what honorable ground could
we otherwise explain it? Thus we should see our-
selves plunged, by this unauthorized act of Great
Britain into a war with which we meddle not, and
which we wish to avoid, if justice to all parties, and
from all parties, will enable us to avoid it. In the
case where we found ourselves obliged, by treaty, to
withhold from the enemies of France the right of
arming in our ports, we thought ourselves in justice
bound to withhold the same right from France also,
and we did it. Were we to withhold from her sup-
plies of provisions, we should, in like manner, be
bound to withhold them from her enemies also, and
thus shut to ourselves all the ports of Europe, where
corn is in demand, or make ourselves parties in the
war. This is a dilemma, which Great Britain has
no right to force upon us, and for which no pretext
can be found in any part of our conduct. She may,
indeed, feel the desire of starving an enemy nation;
but she can have no right of doing it at our loss, nor
of making us the instrument of it.

The President, therefore, desires that you will
immediately enter into explanations on this subject
with the British Government. Lay before them,
in friendly and temperate terms, all the demon-
strations of the injury done us by this act, and
endeavor to obtain a revocation of it, and full in-
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demnification to any citizens of these States, who
may have suffered by it in the mean time. Accom-
pany your representations with every assurance of
our earnest desire to live on terms of the best friend-
ship and harmony with them, and to found our
expectation of justice on their part on a strict
observance of it on ours.

It is with concern, however, I am obliged to ob-
serve, that so marked has been the inattention of
the British court to every application which has
been made to them on any subject, by this Govern-
ment, (not a single answer, I believe, having ever '
been given to one of them, except in the act of
exchanging a minister) that it may become unavoid-
able, in certain cases, where an answer of some sort
is necessary, to consider their silence as an answer;
perhaps this is their intention. Still, however, de-
sirous of furnishing no color of offence, we do not
wish you to name to them any terms for giving an
answer. Urge one as much as you can without
commitment, and on the first day of December be
so good as so give us information of the state in
which this matter is, that it may be received during
the session of Congress.

The second article of the same instruction allows
the armed vessels of Great Britain to seize, for con-
demnation, all vessels on their first attempt to enter
a blockaded port, except those of Denmark and
Sweden, which are to be prevented only, but not
seized on their first attempt. Of the nations in-
habiting the shores of the Atlantic ocean, and prac-
tising its navigation, Denmark, Sweden, and the
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United States, alone are neutral. To declare, then,
all neutral vessels (for as to the vessels of the belliger-
ent Powers, no order was necessary) to be legal
prize, which shall attempt to enter a blockaded port,
except those of Denmark and Sweden, is exactly to
declare that the vessels of the United States shall be
lawful prize, and those of Denmark and Sweden
shall not. It is of little consequence that the article
has avoided naming the United States, since it has
a description applicable to them, and to them alone,
while it exempts the others from its operation, by
name. You will be pleased to ask an explanation
of this distinction, and you will be able to say in
discussing its justice, that in every circumstance we
treat Great Britain on the footing of the most
favored nation, where our treaties do not preclude
us, and that even these are just as favorable to her
as hers are to us. Possible she may be bound by
treaty to admit this exception in favor of Denmark
and Sweden, but she cannot be bound by treaty to
withhold it from us; and if it be withheld merely
because not established with us by treaty, what
might not we, on the same ground, have withheld
from Great Britain, during the short course of the
present war, as well as the peace which has preceded
it.

Whether these explanations with the British
Government shall be verbal or in writing, is left to
yourself. Verbal communications are very insecure,
for it is only necessary to deny them or to change
their terms, in order to do away their effect at any
time; those in writing have many and obvious
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advantages, and ought to be preferred, unless there
be obstacles of which we are unapprised.

CIRCULAR TO THE FRENCH CONSULS J. Mss.

PHILADELPHIA, September 7, 1793.

Sir,—Finding by the protests of several of the
consuls of France, by their advertisements in the
public papers, and other proceedings, and by other
sufficient testimony, that they claim, and are ex-
ercising, within the United States, a general admir-
alty jurisdiction, and in particular, assume to try
the validity of prizes, and to give sentence thereon,
as judges of admiralty; and moreover, that they
are undertaking to give commissions within the
United States, and to enlist, or encourage the en-
listment of men, natives or inhabitants of these
States, to commit hostilities on nations with whom
the United States are at peace, in direct opposition
to the laws of the land: I have it in charge, from the
President of the United States, to give notice to all
the consuls and vice consuls of France, in the United
States, as I hereby do to you, that if any of them
shall commit any of the acts before mentioned, or
assume any jurisdiction not expressly given by the
convention between France and the United States,
the exequatur of the consul so transgressing will be
immediately revoked, and his person be submitted
to such prosecutions and punishments as the laws
may prescribe for the case.
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TO JAMES MADISON MAD. MSS.
Sept. 8, 1793.

I have received and am charmed with No. V. 1
thought the introduction an useful lesson to others
as I found it to myself, for I had really, by constantly
hearing the sound, been led into a pretty free use of
it myself. I struck out the passage you desired in
the last page. I struck out also the words ‘‘and
neutrality”’ in the following passage “taking the pro-
clamation in its proper sense as reminding all con-
cerned that as the U S were at peace, the laws of
peace and neutrality were still obligatory,” also a
paragraph of 4. lines that a minister from France was
hourly expected when the proclamation issued.
There was one here at the time,—the other did not
arrive in 6. weeks. To have waited that time should
have given full course to the evil.

I went through Franklin with enchantment; &
what peculiarly pleased me was that there was not a
sentence from which it could be conj ectured whether
it came from N. S, E. or west. At last a whole page
of Virginia flashed on me. It was in the section on
the state of parties, and was an apology for the con-
tinuance of slavery among us. However this cir-
cumstance may be justly palliated, it had nothing to
do with the state of parties, with the bank, encum-
bered a good cause with a questionable argument;
many readers who would have gone heart & hand
with the author so far would have flown off in a
tangent from that paragraph. I struck it out.
Justify this if you please to those concerned, and if
it cannot be done, say so, & it may still be re-estab-
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lished. I mentioned to you in my last that a Fr.
Consul at Boston had rescued a vessel out of the
hands of a Marshal by military force. Genet has
at New York forbidden a marshal to arrest a vessel,
and given orders to the French squadron to protect
her by force. Was there ever an instance before
of a diplomatic man overawing & obstructing the
course of the law in a country by an armed force?
The yellow fever increases. The week before last
about 3.a day died. This last week about 11. a day
have died; consequently, from known data about 33.
a day are taken, and there are about 330. patients
under it. They are much scattered through the
town, and it is the opinion of the physicians that
there is no possibility of stopping it. They agree
that it is a nondescript disease, and no two agree in
any one part of their process of cure. The Presidt
goes off the day after tomorrow, as he had always
intended. Knox then takes flight. Hamilton is ill
of the fever, as is said. He had two physicians out
at his house the night before last. His family think
him in danger, & he puts himself so by his excessive
alarm. He had been miserable several days before
from a firm persuasion he should catch it. A man
as timid as he is on the water, as timid on horseback,
as timid in sickness, would be a phenomenon if his
courage of which he has the reputation in military
occasions were genuine. His friends, who have not
seen him, suspect it is only an autumnal fever he has.
I would really go away, because I think there is
rational danger, but that I had before announced
that I should not go till the beginning of October, &

VOL. VIII.—3.
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1 do not like to exhibit the appearance of panic.
Besides that I think there might serious ills proceed
from there being not a single member of the admin-
istration in place. Poor Hutcheson dined with me
on Friday was sennight, was taken that night on his
return home, & died the day before yesterday. It
is difficult to say whether the republican interest has
suffered more by his death or Genet’s extravagance.
I sometimes cannot help seriously believing the latter
to be a Dumourier, endeavouring to draw us into the
war against France as Dumourier, while a minister,
drew on her the war of the empire.—The Indians
have refused to meet our commissioners unless they
would make the Ohio a boundary by preliminary
condn. Consequently they are on their return & we
may suppose Wayne in movement.—Since my last
which was of the 1st your’s of the 22d Aug. & 2d.
Sep. are received. Adieu.

TO THE FRENCH MINISTER 3. MSS.
(EDMOND CHARLES GENET)
PHILADELPHIA, September 9, 1793.

Sir,—In my letter of June 2 sth, on the subject of
the ship William, and generally of vessels suggested
1o be taken within the limits of the protection of the
United States, by the armed vessels of your nation,
I undertook to assure you, it would be more agreeable
to the President, that such vessels should be de-
tained, under the orders of yourself, or the consuls
of PFrance, than by a military guard, until the
Government of the United States should be able to
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inquire into and decide on the fact. In two separate
letters, of the 29th of the same month, I had the
honor to inform you of the claims, lodged with the
Executive, for the same ship Wiliam and the brig
Fanny; to enclose you the evidence on which they
were founded, and to desire that, if you found it
just, you would order the vessels to be delivered to
the owners; or if overweighed, in your judgment, by
any contradictory evidence which you might have
or acquire, you would do me the favor to communi-
cate that evidence, and that the consuls of France
might retain the vessels in their custody, in the
meantime, until the Executive of the United States
should consider and decide finally on the subject.

When that mode of proceeding was consented to
for your satisfaction, it was by no means imagined
it would have occasioned such delays of justice to
the individuals interested. The President is still
without information, either that the vessels are re-
stored, or that you have any evidence to offer as to
the place of capture. I am, therefore, sir, to repeat
the request of early information on the subject, in
order, that, if any injury has been done those inter-
ested, it may be no longer aggravated by delay.

The intention of the letter of June 25th having
been to permit such vessels to remain in the custody
of the consuls, instead of that of a military guard,
(which in the case of the ship William, appeared to
have been disagreeable to you) the indulgence was
of course, to be understood as going only to cases
where the Executive might take or keep possession
with a military guard, and not to interfere with the
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authority of the courts of justice, in any case wherein
they should undertake to act. My letter of June
29th, accordingly, in the same case of the ship
William, informed you, that no power in this country
could take a vessel out of the custody of the courts,
and that it was only because they decided not to
take cognizance of that case, that it resulted to the
Executive to interfere in it.

Consequently, this alone put it in their power to
leave the vessel in the hands of the consul. The
courts of justice exercise the sovereignty of this
country, in judiciary matters, are supreme in these,
and liable neither to control nor opposition from any
other branch of the government. We learn, how-
ever, from the enclosed paper, that the consul of
New York, in the first instance, and yourself in a
subsequent one, forbade an officer of justice to serve
the process with which he was charged from his
court, on the British brig William Tell, taken by a
French armed vessel, within a mile of our shores, as
has been deposed on oath and brought into New
York, and that you had even given orders to the
French squadron there to protect the vessel against
any person who should attempt to take her from
their custody. If this opposition were founded, as
is there suggested, on the indulgence of the letters
before cited, it was extending that to a case not
within their purview; and even had it been precisely
the case to which they were to be applied, is it
possible to imagine you might assert it, within the
body of the country, by force of arms.

I forbear to make the observations which such a
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measure must suggest, and cannot but believe, that
a moment’s reflection will evince to you the depth
of the error committed in this opposition to an
officer of justice, and in the means proposed to be
resorted to in support of it.

I am therefore charged to declare to you ex-
pressly, that the President expects and requires,
that the officer of justice be not obstructed, in freely
and peaceably serving the process of his court; and
that, in the mean time, the vessel and her cargo
be not suffered to depart, till the judiciary, if it
will undertake it, or himself, if not, shall decide
whether the seizure has been within the limits of
our protection.

TO THE BRITISH MINISTER * J. Mss.

(GEORGE HAMMOND)

PHILADELPHIA September g, 1793.

S1r,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
of your two memorials, of the fourth and sixth in-
stant, which have been duly laid before the President
of the United States.

You cannot be uninformed of the circumstances
which have occasioned the French squadron, now
in New York, to seek asylum in the ports of the
United States. Driven from those where they were
on duty, by the superiority of the adverse party, in
the civil war which has so unhappily afflicted the

1 A letter of the same tenor, but omitting the last paragraph, was
sent to the Dutch Minister.
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colonies of France, filled with the wretched fugitives,
from the same scenes of distress and desolation,
without water or provisions for the shortest voyage,
their vessels scarcely in a condition to keep the sea
at all, they were forced to seek the nearest ports in
which they could be received, and supplied with
necessaries. That they have ever been out again
to cruise, is a fact we have never heard, and which
we believe to be impossible, from the information re-
ceived of their wants, and other impediments to
active service. This case has been noted specially,
to show that no inconvenience could have been pro-
duced to the trade of the other belligerent Powers,
by the presence of this fleet in our harbors. I shall
now proceed to more general ground.

France, England, and all other nations, have a
right to cruise on our coasts—a right, not derived
from our permission, but from the law of nature. To
render this more advantageous, France has secured
to herself, by treaty with us, (as she has done also,
by a treaty with Great Britain, in the event of a war
with us, or any other nation,) two special rights:
1st. Admission for her prizes and privateers into our
ports. This by the seventeenth and twenty-second
articles, is secured to her exclusively of her enemies,
as is done for her in the like case by Great Britain,
were her present war with us, instead of Great
Britain. 2d. Admission for her public vessels of war
into our ports, in cases of stress of weather, pirates,
enemies, or other urgent necessity, to refresh, victual,
repair, &c. This is not exclusive: as we are bound
by treaty to receive the public armed vessels of



1793] Thomas Jefferson 39

France, and we are not bound to exclude those of
her enemies, the Executive had never denied the
same right of asylum in our ports, to the public
armed vessels of your nation. They, as well as the
French, are free to come into them, in all cases of
weather, pirates, enemies, or other urgent necessity,
and to refresh, victual, repair, &c. And so many
are these urgent necessities, to vessels far from their
own ports, that we have thought inquiries into the
nature as well as the degree of their necessities which
drove them hither, as endless as they would be fruit-
less; and, therefore, have not made them. And the
rather because there is a third right, secured to
neither by treaty, but due to both, on the principles
of hospitality between friendly nations—that of
coming into our ports, not wunder the pressure of
urgent necessity, but whenever their comfort or con-
venience induced them. On this ground, also, the
two nations are on a footing.

As it has never been conceived, that either would
detain their ships of war in our ports, when they were
in a condition for action, we have never conceived it
necessary to prescribe any limits to the time of their
stay. Nor can it be viewed as an injury to either
party, to let their enemies lie idle in our ports from
year’s end to year’s end, if they choose it. Thus,
then the public ships of war of both nations enjoy
a perfect equality in our ports: 1st. In cases of urgent
necessity; 2d, in cases of comfort or convenience;
and, 3d, in the time they choose to continue. And
all a friendly Power can ask from another is, to ex-
tend to her the same indulgence which she extends
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to other friendly Powers. And though the admis-
sion of the prizes and privateers of France is exclu-
sive, yet it is the effect of treaty, made long ago for
valuable considerations, not with a view to the
present circumstances, nor against any nation in
particular, but all in general, and may, therefore, be
faithfully observed, without offence to any; and we
mean faithfully to observe it. The same exclusive
article has been stipulated, as was before observed,
by Great Britain, in her treaty with France; and,
indeed, is to be found in the treaties between most
nations.

With respect to the usurpation of admiralty juris-
diction by the consuls of France, within these States,
the honor and right of the States themselves were
sufficient motives for the Executive to take measures
to prevent its continuance, as soon as they were ap-
prized of it. They have been led, by particular con-
siderations, to await the effect of these measures,
believing they would be sufficient; but finding, at
length, they were not, such others have been lately
taken, as can no longer fail to suppress this irregu-
larity completely.

The President is duly sensible of the character of
the act of opposition made to the service of legal
process on the brig Welliam Tell; and he presumes,
the representations made on that subject to the
minister of France, will have the effect of opening a
free access to the officer of justice, when he shall
again present himself with the precept of his court.
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TO ST. GEORGE TUCKER 3. Mss.
PHILADELPHIA, September 10, 1793.
DEAR S1R,—Your favor of June 14 came to hand
some time ago, and nothing but a load of business
has prevented my sooner acknoleging it. No per-
son on earth heard with more sincere regret the tales
which were the subject of it, nobody lamented more
the torture thro’ which their victim must have
passed. For myself, when placed under the necessity
of deciding in a case where on the one hand is a
young and worthy person, all the circumstances of
whose education and position in life pronounce her
virtuous and innocent, and on the other the prone-
ness of the world to sow and spread slander, there
is no hesitation in my mind. I needed no evidence
therefore on this question, and could at any time
have conscientiously appeared as one of her com-
purgators,—what an ocean is life! And how our
barks get separated in beating through it! One of
the greatest comforts of the retirement to which I
shall soon withdraw will be its rejoining me to my
earliest and best friends, and acquaintance. I shall
hope to be in your way in some of your tacks, and to
be able to assure you personally of the sincere re-
spect and esteem with which I am, dear sir, your
friend and servant.

P0 THE FRENCH MINISTER J. MsS.
(EDMOND CHARLES GENET)

PHILADELPHIA, September 12, 1793.

Sir,—I have the honor of your letter of the 6th
inst. and can assure you with real truth of the readi-
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ness and zeal with which the Executive will concur
in preventing, within the limits of the United States,
any preparation of hostilities against France or her
colonies, as far as this can be effected by the exten-
sion of that portion of the public power, with which
they are invested by the laws. Your letter requests
the arrest and delivery of Tanguy, Galbaud, Con-
science, and Bonne, escaped from the ship Fupiter,
and from the punishment of crime committed against
the republic of France; and also that necessary
measures be taken to prevent the carrying into ex-
ecution certain plots formed by them and others
against their country. These two requisitions stand
on different ground. The laws of this country take
10 notice of crimes committed out of their jurisdic-
tion. The most atrocious offender, coming within
their pale, is received by them as an innocent man,
and they have authorized no one to seize or deliver
him. The evil of protecting malefactors of every
dye is sensibly felt here, as in other countries; but
until a reformation of the criminal codes of most
nations, to deliver fugitives from them, would be to
become their accomplices; the former therefore is
viewed as the lesser evil. When the consular con-
vention with France was under consideration, this
subject was attended to; but we could agree to go no
further than is done in the gth article of that instru-
ment, when we agree mutually to deliver up ‘‘cap-
tains, officers, mariners, sailors, and all other persons
being part of the crews of vessels” &c. Unless,
therefore, the persons before named be part of the
crew of some vessel of the French nation, no person
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in this country is authorized to deliver them up;
but, on the contrary, they are under the protection
of the laws. If they are part of the crew of a vessel,
they are to be delivered up; but then it happens that
the district judge of each State is, by the law of
Congress, made the competent person to execute this
article of the convention, and consequently each
within his own State, and no one over all the States;
so that as criminals they cannot be given up, and if
they be of the crew of a vessel, the act of Congress
has not given authority to any one officer to send his
process through all the States of the Union. The
other branch of your request is more completely pro-
vided for by the laws, which authorize coercions as
to expeditions formed in the territory of the United
States against nations with whom they are at peace.
If, therefore, you will be pleased to give me such in-
formation as to persons and places as may indicate
to what points the vigilance of the officers is to be
directed, proper measures will be immediately taken
for preventing every attempt to make any hostile
expedition from these States against any of the
dominions of France. The stronger the proofs you
can produce and the more pointed as to persons, the
stronger will be the means of coercion which the
laws will allow to be used.

I have not yet laid this matter before the Presi-
dent, who is absent from the seat of government;
but to save delay, which might be injurious, I have
taken the liberty, as the case is plain, to give you
this provisory answer. I shall immediately com-
municate it to the President, and if he shall direct
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anything in addition or alteration, it shall be the
subject of another letter. In the mean time, I may
venture to let this be considered as a ground for your
proceeding.

TO JOHN ROSS * J. Mss.
SCHUYLKILL, September 13, 1793.
DEAR SIR,—As all the world is flying, I think to fly
too in two or three days, but I am money-bound. 1
shall have 215. dollars free out of moneys to be re-
ceived for me at the Treasury between two and three
weeks hence. But, to pay some matters to people in
want, and to carry me home also I have occasion for
100. Doll. more. Having never had any money con-
nection at Philadelphia, I take the liberty of applying
to you rather than to any other person, to enable me
to receive immediately the amount of the enclosed
order on mr. Bankson (one of my clerks who is to
receive the money at the treasury for me) and of my
own note for 1oo. D. which I cannot get by discount
from the bank till Wednesday next, and my wish is
to go on Sunday or Monday. I expect to be absent
7. weeks, but for fear any accident might delay me a
few days, I have left the date of my note blank to be
filled on the day it shall be lodged in the bank, that I
may be the less hurried by this circumstance in my
return. I will assuredly see that it be taken up in
time. If you can, for this paper, furnish me a check
on the bank or its amount otherwise, you will enable
my wheels to get into motion, which otherwise stand
1 Cashier of the United States Bank.
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still. I have the honor to be with great esteem and
respect dear sir your most obedient servant.

TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES jJ. mss.

ScRUYLKILL, September 15, 1793.

DeAr Sir,—I have duly received your 2. favors
from Chester and Elkton, and have now the honor
to enclose you an address from the town and vicinity
of Petersburg, which in a letter from mr. Peachey I
was desired to deliver you.

I also enclose you a letter from mr. Genet on the
subject of Galbaud, and his conspiracies, with my
answer sent to him. My hurry of business has pre-
vented my translating the former, but if it cannot
be done in your family, I shall be in time to do it
myself.

I enclose also mr. Hammond’s reply to my letter
of ye gth. mr. Pinckney'’s letter of July 5. mr. Ham-
mond’s letter of Sep. 12. communicating the English
instructions for the seizure of corn, and the answer
I propose to send him if approved by you. I expect
also to receive from the office a blank commission
for the collector of Annapolis in time to enclose it
herein.

Having found on my going to town, the day you
left it, that I had but one clerk left, and that busi-
ness could not be carried on, I determined to set out
for Virginia as soon as I could clear my own letter
files. I have now got through it so as to leave not a
single letter unanswered, or anything undone, which
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is in a state to be done, and expect to set out to-
morrow or next day. I shall hope to be at Mount
Vernon on the sth day to take your orders. The fever
here is still diffusing itself, it is not quite as fatal.
Colo. Hamilton and mrs. Hamilton are recovered.
The consul Dupont is dead of it. So is Wright.
The consul Hauterive has sent me an answer to my
circular letter, as proud as could have been expected,
and not very like a desisting from the acts forbidden.
As I shall probably be with you as soon as this
letter, I shall add nothing further than assurances of
the high respect and esteem with which I have the
honor to be sincerely dear sir your most obedient and
humble servant.

TO THE FRENCH MINISTER 3. Mss.
(EDMOND CHARLES GENET)
[September 15, 1793.]

Sir,—The correspondence which has taken place
between the Executive and yourself, & the acts
which you have thought proper to do, & to counten-
ance, in opposition to the laws of the land, have
rendered it necessary in the opinion of the President
to lay a faithful statement of them before the govern-
ment of France, to explain to them the reasons &
the necessity which have dictated our measures, to
renew the assurances of that sincere friendship which
has suffered no intermission during the course of
these proceedings, and to express our extreme
anxiety that none may be produced on their part.
This has accordingly been directed to be done by
the Min. Pleny. of the U S at Paris, in a letter a copy
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of which I now enclose to you; and, in order to
bring to an end what cannot be permitted to con-
tinue, there could be no hesitation to declare in it the
necessity of their having a representative here dis-
posed to respect the laws and authorities of the
country, & to do the best for their interest which
these would permit. An anxious regard for those
interests, and a desire that they may not suffer, will
induce the executive in the meantime to receive
your communications in writing, & to admit the con-
tinuance of your functions so long as they shall be
restrained within the limits of the law as heretofore
announced to you, or shall be of the tenor usually
observed towards independent nations by the repre-
sentative of a friendly power residing with them.

The President thought it respectful to your nation
as well as yourself to leave to yourself the restraining
certain proceedings of the Consuls of France within
the U S, which you were informed were contrary to
the laws of the land, & therefore not to be permitted.
He has seen with regret however that you have been
far from restraining these proceedings, & that the
duty has devolved on him of suppressing them by
the authority of the country. I enclose to you the
copy of a letter written to the several Consuls &
Vice-consuls of France, warning them that this will
be done if any repetition of these acts shall render it
necessary. To the Consul of France at Boston, no
such letter has been written. A more serious fact
is charged on him, which if proved as there is reason
to expect, will render the revocation of his Exequatur
an act of immediate duty.
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TO JAMES MADISON 3. MSs.
SCHUYLKILL, Sep. 15.

I have to acknolege yours of Aug. 27. & Sep. 2.
The fever in town is become less mortal, but extends.
Dupont the Fr. Consul is dead of it. So is Wright
the painter. His wife also. Lieper is said to be
dead, but that is not certain. J. Barclay ill. Ham.
and his wife recovered. Willing on the recovery.
The banks are not shut up, as I had been falsely in-
formed when I wrote you last. I have some expecta-
tion to set out tomorrow, and shall make it eight days
to your house; but it is very possible I may yet be
detained here two or three days. The arrangement
on which I had consented to remain another quarter
was that the President was to be absent three weeks,
and after that I was to be absent 6. weeks. This
got me rid of 9. weeks of the 13. and the remaining
4. Congress would be setting. My view in this was
precisely to avoid being at any more councils as
much as possible, that I might not be committed in
anything further. This fever by driving me off
sooner, will bring me back sooner, & so far counter-
act my view.—But I need not take the trouble of
writing on this subject, as I shall see you as early as
you will get this letter. Adieu.

TO THE BRITISH MINISTER J. MSS.
(GEORGE HAMMOND)
September 22, 1793.
Sir,—I have yet to acknowledge the receipt of
your favor of the 12th instant, covering an additional
instruction to the commanders of British armed
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vessels, and explaining its principles; and I receive
it readily as a proof of your willingness to anticipate
our inquiries on subjects interesting to us. Cer-
tainly none was ever more so than the instruction in
question, as it strikes at the root of our agriculture,
and at the means of obtaining for our citizens in
general, the numerous articles of necessity and com-
fort which they do not make for themselves, but
have hitherto procured from other nations by ex-
change. The paper has been before communicated
to the President, but instructions immediately sent
to our minister at London, to make proper repre-
sentations on the subject, in the effect of which we
have all that confidence which the justice of the
British Government is calculated to inspire. That
‘““all provisions are to be considered as contraband
in the case where the depriving an enemy of these
supplies is one of the means ¢ntended to be employed,”
or in any case but that of a place actually blockaded,
is a position entirely new. However, the discussion
having been transferred to another place, I forbear
to enter into it here.

We had conjectured, but did not before entirely
know, that the distinction which the instruction
makes between Denmark and Sweden on the one
hand, and the United States on the other, in the
case of vessels bound to ports blockaded, was on the
principle explained by you, that what was yielded
to those countries by treaty, it is not unfriendly to
refuse to us, because not yielded to us by treaty. 1
shall not contest the right of the principle, as a right
to its reciprocity necessarily results to us.

VOL. VIIL.—4.
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A STATEMENT® J. MSS.

[Oct. 1793.]

A Question whether Mr. G. has threat? to appeal
from the Pr. to the people of the US. has excited
considble. attention frem-the—publie has been thot
worthy of callé forth the evidence of the highest
officers of the govmt. to-bear—testimony-to-it; & t0
justify the disclosure of the seeret private consulta-
tions of the Exve. The performce. of an official
duty having imph : on.

tion having connected me with the matter in ques-
tion I have been vouched in affirmation of the
charge. It is with much regret that I enter for
anything in so disagreeable an altercn. but con-
sider? it’s present ground, silence on my part might
beget surmises which would not be just. I had
conversons. on the Sunday the 7% of July with Mr.
Genet and Mr. Dallas as has been stated in the public
papers. I had a private consultn with the Secr? of
the Treasury & was on the next Monday to decide
what sh?be done in the event of the L. S’s attempting
to depart and it was then I made my communication
to them. The Pr. ret? on the Wednesday, & on that
day I committed the same communications to writ-
ing in a Report to him 1 S
I did this when the transactions were fully in my
mind, & particular eireumstances—of—the—moment
conversations led me to detail with more minuteness
than usual every circumstance which I eouldreeol-

1 Evidently prepared for the press, but never used. It refers to the
paper printed in vol. i., p. 282.
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lect thought worthy any—theleast notice. I-did
this- whenit-was impessible-to I could not foresee then
foresee that the question altercation which has now
arisen o nor consequently give to the statem® any
hue which might-refleet-on-that; and-under no-other
viewthan that-eof aspect respecting it. My only
object was to giveing to the Pr. a circumstantial &
faithful relation of what he had a right to know.
And I did it with with a sacred regard to truth. I
have since heard the same transaections matters
spoken of on different occn. & by different persons,
that my memory I ednot-trust-to-my insomuch that
I should fear to attempt from memory alone fer to
distinguish at this time what I have heard from one
person & on what-ocecasion & what from another,
what on one occn. or what on another. I think it
therefore safest to give the whole statement; report,
without attempting of-a the suppression of a tittle
of it. There are. As it contains many things in-it
which relate not at all to the present question,-&
some which it will be-obvious-it-might-be-imagined
that to be made public.—Had-these been—omitted
Were these however now omitted it—m*-have-been

houaht that tho 1} o fort] e
very words-of the report-&-consequentlynot-stated

with a view to the present-ease,-yet-that-it-has it
might be imagined that their suppression the aspect
of what would remain might be sensibly affected by
it. been. I chuse then to throw my self on the in-
dulgencies of those who may need it, rather than to
incur their suspicions, and therefore give a verbal
copy of the whole report as follows.
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90 THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
D. S. MSS.

MonTicerLo Oct. 3. 1793.
 DEeAR Sir,—I have the honor to inclose herewith
the following papers:

r. A Note from Mr. Coxe which covered a letter
from Nassau.

2. A letter from George Nicholas which covered his
commission, returned.

3. A letter from Mr. Gore, relating to Mr. Duplaine,
& the communications between him & Gov*
Hancock, which I asked at the desire of the
Secretary at war, & which are for him.

4. A letter from Mr. Genet of Sep. 14. which, being
merely an answer to one of mine, requires no
reply.

5. A letter from Mr. Genet of Sep. 13.

This is an answer to the written and verbal ap-
plications made to him on the subject of the William
& the Fanny. After being in his hands between two
& three months, the Consul at Philadelphia is still
too busy to furnish the information I had desired.
He is since dead, which of course furnishes a new
excuse for delay. This indicates clearly enough
that Mr. Genet does not mean to deliver them up.
However he adds that the information would be
useless until we settle what is to be deemed the extent
of the limits of our protection. As this has never yet
been decided, I am not able to answer him until you
shall be pleased to determine what shall be proposed
on that subject. I think myself that these limits
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are of great consequence, & would not hesitate the
sacrifice of money to obtain them large. I would
say, for instance, to Great Britain, ‘“‘we will pay you
for such of these vessels as you chuse; only requiring
in return that the distance of their capture from
shore shall, as between us, be ever considered as
within our limits: now say for yourself, which of
these vessels you will accept payment for.” With
France it might not be so easy to purchase distance
by pecuniary sacrifices: but if by giving up all
further reclamation of the vessels in their hands,
they could be led to fix the same limits (say 3.
leagues) I should think it an advantageous purchase,
besides ridding us of an article of account which they
may dispute. I doubt on the whole whether any
thing further can be effectually done on this subject
until your return to the seat of government, or to
the place where you will fix for the time.

Mr. Genet’s answer with respect to his opposing
the service of process on a vessel is singularly
equivocal. I rather conjecture he means to with-
draw the opposition, and I am in hopes my letter to
Mr. Hammond will have produced another effort by
the Marshal which will have succeeded. Should
this not be the case, if military constraint cannot be
used without endangering military opposition, this
vessel also may become a subject of indemnifica-
tion.

Mr. Bankson writes me word that Genl. Moylan’s
residence being off the Post road, he had been
obliged to send an express to him, which was not
yet returned. Besides the duplicate dispatches for
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Gouvern® Morris, I had left in his hands letters for
all our foreign Ministers & Consuls. He writes me
that the Communications with Philadelphia had been
so much intercepted that he had not yet obtained
conveyances.

The death of Wright will require a new nomination
of an engraver. If it be left to Mr. Rittenhouse, I
think he would prefer Scott.

Just before I left Philada. I received from Mr.
" Genet a claim of exemption from tonnage for their
vessels which quitted the Cape in distress & made
the first ports in the U. S. & particularly as to those
which came to Baltimore, the tonnage of which
amounted to a large sum. As you were come away,
I thought it would shorten the business to send his
claim in a letter addressed to the Secretary of the
Treasury, but (as he was sick) under cover to Mr.
Wolcott, in hopes they would make a report thereon
to you for your consideration. The necessity of
these abridgments of formalities in our present dis-
tant situations requires that I should particularly
suggest to you the expediency of desiring Genl.
Knox to communicate to the foreign ministers him-
self directly any matters relative to the interposi-
tions of his department through the governors. For
him to send these to me from Boston to this place
merely that I may send them back to the min-
isters at Philadelphia or New York, might be an
injurious delay of business.

I shall hope to have the honor of a line from you
whenever you shall have fixed on the time and place
at which you shall decide to reassemble us.
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TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES jJ. Mss.
MonTIiceELLO Oct. 17. 1793.

DeArR Sir,—I was the day before yesterday
honored with your favor of the 7th inst. by post and
yesterday I received that of the rrth by express
from Colo. Carrington. I will take care to be at
Germantown by the 1st of the month. As the
ploughing thro the roads of the month of January
would be disagreeable with my own horses; I shall
send them back from Fredericksburg, for which place
I will set out to-morrow (Friday) sennight, in order
to take the stage from thence of Monday the 28th.
This of course will deprive me of the honor of waiting
on you at Mount Vernon, but perhaps I may have
that of seeing you on the road.

I have carefully considered the question Whether
the President may call Congress to any other place
than that to which they have adjourned themselves,
and think he cannot have such a right unless it has
been given him by the constitution or the laws, &
that neither of these has given it. The only circum-
stance which he can alter, as to their meeting, is that
of time by calling them at an earlier day than that to
which they stand adjourned, but no power to change
the place is given. Mr. Madison happened to come
here yesterday after the receipt of your letter. I
proposed the question to him, and he thinks there
was particular caution intended & used in the diction
of the Constitution to avoid giving the President any
power over the place of meeting; lest he should
exercise it with local partialities.

With respect to the Executive, the Residence law
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has fixed our offices at Philadelphia till the year
1800, & therefore it seems necessary that we should
get as near them as we may with safety.

As to the place of meeting for the legislature, were
we authorized to decide that question I should think
it right to have it in some place in Pensylvania, in
consideration of the principles of the Residence bill,
& that we might furnish no pretext to that state to
infringe them hereafter. I am quite unacquainted
with Reading, & it’s means of accommodation. It’s
situation is perhaps as little objectionable as that of
Lancaster, & less so than Trenton or perhaps Wil-
mington. However I think we have nothing to do
with the question, & that Congress must meet in
Philadelphia even if it be in the open fields, to ad-
journ themselves to some other place.—I am ex-
tremely afraid something has happened to mr.
Bankson, on whom I relied for continuance at my
office. For two posts past I have not received any
letter from him, nor dispatches of any kind. This
involves new fears for the duplicates of those to mr.
Morris. I have the honor &c.

P.S. Mr. Randolph’s, and mr. Trumbul’s letters
are returned.

TO THOMAS MANN RANDOLPH 3. Mss.

GERMANTOWN, Nov. 2. 93.
After having experienced on my journey the ex-
tremes of heat, cold, dust & rain, I arrived here
yesterday. I found at Baltimore that the stages run
no further North, and being from that circumstance
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thrown into the hands of the harpies who prey upon
travellers, was pretty well fleeced to get here. I
think from Fredericksburg here with a single servant
cost me upwards of seventy dollars. Before this
change in the weather the fever had very much
abated in Philadelphia, & at this time it has almost
entirely disappeared, in so much that the inhabitants
are very many of them returning into the city. This
is very necessary for our accommodation here, as this
place is so full that I have been able to obtain a bed
in a corner of the public room of a tavern only, and
that as a great favor, the other alternative being to
sleep on the floor in my cloak before the fire. In
this state I am awaiting till some of the Philadel-
phians may take courage to go into the city, and
make a vacancy here. Nothing will be done by the
President as to the meeting of Congress. It is im-
agined that knowing he is here, they will rendezvous
here, and after settling informally to what place they
will remove, they will go into the fields of the city
and pass a regular vote. The pure blacks have been
found insusceptible of the infection. The mixed
blood has taken it. What is more singular is that
tho hundreds have been taken with the disease out of
Philadelphia, have died of it after being well at-
tended, yet not a single instance has occurred of any-
body’s catching it out of Philadelphia. The question
for the session of Congress will lie between Philadel-
phia, New York & Lancaster.—Freneau’s paper is
discontinued. I fear it is the want of money. He
promises to resume it before the meeting of Con-
gress. I wish the subscribers in our neighborhood
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would send on their money. My love to my dear
daughters & am with sincere esteem Dear Sir Yours
affectionately.

P.S. Mr. Hollingsworth at the head of Elk thinks
he can immediately send me on a good overseer in
the place of Rogers. I authorized him to allow
exactly the same as to Biddle. Consequently on his
arrival I must get you to give him orders on Watson
& Colo. Bell for the same necessaries which I had
furnished to Biddle.

TO JAMES MADISON MAD. MSS.

GerMaNTOWN, Nov. 2, 1793.

I overtook the President at Baltimore, & we ar-
rived here yesterday, myself fleeced of seventy odd
dollars to get from Fredericksburg here, the stages
running no further than Baltimore. I mention this
to put yourself & Monroe on your guard. The fever
in Phila. has so much abated as to have almost dis-
appeared. The inhabitants are about returning. It
has been determined that the President shall not in-
terfere with the meeting of Congress. R. H. & K.
were of opinion he had a right to call them to any
place but that the occasion did not call for it. I
think the President inclined to the opinion. I pro-
posed a proclmn. notifying that the Executive busi-
ness would be done here till further notice, which I
believe will be agreed. H. R. Lewis, Rawle &c., all
concur in the necessity that Congress should meet in
Phila., & vote there their own adjournment, if it shall
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then be necessary to change the place. The question
will be between N Y & Lancaster. The Pensylva.
members are very anxious for the latter, & will at-
tend punctually to support it, as well as to support
Muhlenburg, & oppose the appointment of Smith
(S. C.) speaker, which is intended by the Northern
members. According to present appearances this
place cannot lodge a single person more. As a
great favor I have got a bed in the corner of the
public room of a tavern: and must continue till
some of the Philadelphians make a vacancy by re-
moving into the city. Then we must give him from
4. to 6. or 8. dollars a week for cuddies without a
bed, and sometimes without a chair or table. There
is not a single lodging house in the place. Ross &
Willing are alive. Hancock is dead. Johnson of
Maryld has refused.* Ru. L. and Mcl.?in contempla-
tion. The last least.—You will have seen Genet'’s
letters to Moultrie & to myself. Of the last I know
nothing but from the public papers; and he published
Moultrie’s letter & his answer the moment he wrote
it. You will see that his inveteracy against the
President leads him to meditate the embroiling him
with Congress. They say he is going to be married
to a daughter of Clinton’s. If so, he is afraid to
return to France. Hamilton is ill, & suspicious he
has taken the fever again by returning to his house.
He of course could not attend here to-day. But the
Pr had showed me his letter on the right of calling
Congress to another place. Adieu.

T For Secretary of State.
3 Ruftledge], L{ivingston], and McL[urg].
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TO THE FRENCH MINISTER 3. Mss.
(EDMOND CHARLES GENET)
GERMANTOWN, November 8, 1793.

S1r,—I have now to acknowledge and answer your
letter of September 13, wherein you desire that we
may define the extent of the line of territorial pro-
tection on the coasts of the United States, observing
that Governments and jurisconsults have different
views on this subject.

It is certain that, heretofore, they have been much
divided in opinion as to the distance from their sea
coasts, to which they might reasonably claim a right
of prohibiting the commitment of hostilities. The
greatest distance, to which any respectable assent
among nations has been at any time given, has been
the extent of the human sight, estimated at upwards
of twenty miles, and the smallest distance, I believe,
claimed by any nation whatever, is the utmost range
of a cannon ball, usually stated at one sea league.
Some intermediate distances have also been insisted
on, and that of three sea-leagues has some authority
in its favour. The character of our coasts, remark-
able in considerable parts of it for admitting no
vessels of size to pass near the shores, would entitle
us, in reason, to as broad a margin of protected
navigation, as any nation whatever. Not proposing,
however, at this time, and without a respectful and
friendly communication with the Powers interested
in this navigation, to fix on the distance to which we
may ultimately insist on the right of protection, the
President gives instructions to the officers, acting
under this authority, to consider those heretofore
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given them as restrained for the present to the dis-
tance of one sea-league, or three geographical miles
from the sea-shore. This distance can admit of no
opposition as it is recognized by treaties between
some of the Powers with whom we are connected in
commerce and navigation, and is as little or less than
is claimed by any of them on their own coasts.

Future occasions will be taken to enter into ex-
planations with them, as to the ulterior extent to
which we may reasonably carry our jurisdiction.
For that of the rivers and bays of the United States,
the laws of the several States are understood to have
made provision, and they are, moreover, as being
landlocked, within the body of the United States.

Examining by this rule, the case of the British
brig Fanny, taken on the 8th of May last, it appears
from the evidence, that the capture was made four
or five miles from the land, and consequently with-
out the line provisionally adopted by the President
as before mentioned.*

t In Jefferson’s draft of this letter is found at the end a paragraph
queried and struck out, as follows:

““With respect to the British ship William taken on the 3d of May
last, the testimony as to the place of seizure varies from 2 to 5, miles
from the sea shore. The information of a certain Peter Dalton stated
in the paper inclosed in your letter of Oct. 19. extends the distance
from 14. to 16. miles. But his evidence not having been given before
a magistrate legally qualified to place him under the solemnity of an
oath & bound to cross examine him, I am to desire that his evidence,
if it is to be insisted on may be taken in legal form, and forwarded for
the consideration of the President.”
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TO THE BRITISH MINISTER 1. Mss.
(GEORGE HAMMOND)
GerMANTOWN Nov. 8. 1793.

S1r,—The President of the United States thinking
that before it shall be finally decided to what dis-
tance from our sea shores the territorial protection
of the United States shall be exercised, it will be
proper to enter into friendly conferences & explana-
tions with the powers chiefly interested in the navi-
gation of the seas on our coast, and relying that
convenient occasions may be taken for these here-
after, finds it mecessary in the mean time, to fix
provisionally on some distance for the present gov-
ernment of these questions. You are sensible that
very different opinions & claims have been heretofore
advanced on this subject. The greatest distance to
which any respectable assent among nations has
been at any time given, has been the extent of the
human sight, estimated at upwards of 2o. miles, and
the smallest distance I believe, claimed by any nation
whatever is the utmost range of a cannon ball,
usually stated at one sea-league. Some intermediate
distances have also been insisted on, and that of three
sea leagues has some authority in its favor. The
character of our coast, remarkable in considerable
parts of it for admitting no vessels of size to pass
near the shores, would entitle us in reason to as
broad a margin of protected navigation as any nation
whatever. Reserving however the ultimate extent
of this for future deliberation the President gives
instructions to the officers acting under his authority
to consider those heretofore given them as restrained
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for the present to the distance of one sea-league or
three geographical miles from the sea shore. This
distance can admit of no opposition as it is recog-
nized by treaties between some of the powers with
whom we are connected in commerce and navigation,
and is as little or less than is claimed by any of them
on their own coasts. For the jurisdiction of the
rivers and bays of the United States the laws of the
several states are understood to have made provision,
and they are moreover as being landlocked, within
the body of the United States.

Examining by this rule the case of the British
brig Fanny, taken on the 8th of May last, it appears
from the evidence that the capture was made four
or five miles from the land, and consequently with-
out the line provisionally adopted by the President
as before mentioned.*

TO MARTHA JEFFERSON RANDOLPH J. MSS.
GERrRMANTOWN Nov. 10. 1793

I wrote, my dear Martha, by last week’s post to
mr. Randolph. Yesterday I received his of Oct. 31.
The fever in Philadelphia has almost entirely disap-
peared. The Physicians say they have no new infec-
tions since the great rains which have fallen. Some
previous ones are still to die or recover, and so close
this tragedy. I think however the Executive will

1 An identical letter, omitting the last paragraph, was sent to Van
Berckel and Viar & Jaudenes. On the draft, Jefferson has written:
“These two drafts were shown to the Atty Genl. & approved without
alterations. The fair copies were shown to Colo. Hamilton & Genl.
Knox before dinner at Bocken's inn, Germantown & approved.”
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remain here till the meeting of Congress, merely to
furnish a rallying point to them. The refugee in-
habitants are very generally returning into the city.
Mr. T. Shippen & his lady are here. He is very
slowly getting better. Still confined to the house.
She well & very burly. I told her of her sister’s pre-
tentions to the fever & ague at Blenheim. She com-
plained of receiving no letter. Tell this to Mrs.
Carter, making it the subject of a visit express, which
will be an act of good neighbourhood.—The affairs
of France are at present gloomy. Toulon has sur-
rendered to England & Spain. So has Grandanse
and the country round about in St. Domingo. The
English however have received a check before Dun-
kirk, probably a smart one, tho’ the particulars are
not yet certainly known. I send Freneau’s papers.
He has discontinued them, but promises to resume
again. I fear this cannot be till he has collected his
arrearages. My Dbest regards to mr. Randolph.
Accept my warmest love for yourself & Maria, com-
pliments to Miss Jane, kisses to the children, friendly
affections to all. Adieu.

TO THE BRITISH MINISTER J. MsS.

(GEORGE HAMMOND)

GeRMANTOWN, November 14th, 1793,

Sir,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 7th instant, on the subject of the British
ship Roehampton, taken and sent into Baltimore by
the French privateer the Industry, an armed schooner
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of St. Domingo, which is suggested to have aug-
mented her force at Baltimore before the capture.
On this circumstance a demand is grounded that the
prize she has made shall be restored.

Before I proceed to the matters of fact in this case,
I will take the liberty of calling your attention to the
rules which are to govern it. These are, I. That
restitution of prizes has been made by the Executive
of the United States only in the two cases, 1, of cap-
ture within their jurisdiction, by armed vessels,
originally constituted such without the limits of the
United States; or 2d, of capture, either within or
without their jurisdiction, by armed vessels, origin-
ally constituted such within the limits of the United
States, which last have been called proscribed vessels.

II. That all military equipments within the ports
of the United States are forbidden to the vessels of
the belligerent powers, even where they have been
constituted vessels of war before their arrival in our
ports; and where such equipments have been made
before detection, they are ordered to be suppressed
when detected, and the vessel reduced to her original
condition. But if they escape detection altogether,
depart and make prizes, the Executive has not under-
taken to restore the prizes.

With due care, it can scarcely happen that military
equipments of any magnitude shall escape discovery.
Those which are small may sometimes, perhaps,
escape, but to pursue these so far as to decide that
the smallest circumstance of military equipment to
a vessel in our ports shall invalidate her prizes
through all time, would be a measure of incalcuable

VOL. VIIL.—5.
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consequences. And since our interference must be
governed by some general rule, and between great
and small equipments no practicable line of distinc-
tion can be drawn, it will be attended with less evil on
the whole to rely on the efficacy of the means of pre-
vention, that they will reach with certainty equip-
ments of any magnitude, and the great mass of those
of smaller importance also; and if some should in the
event, escape all our vigilance, to consider these as
of the number of cases which will at times baffle the
restraints of the wisest and best-guarded rules which
human foresight can devise. And I think we may
safely rely that since the regulations which got into
a course of execution about the middle of August
last, it is scarcely possible that equipments of any
importance should escape discovery.

These principles shewing that no demand of resti-
tution holds on the ground of a mere military altera-
tion or an augmentation of force, I will consider your
letter only as a complaint that the orders of the Presi-
dent prohibiting these, have not had their effect in
the case of the Industry, and enquire whether if
this be so, it has happened either from neglect or
connivance in those charged with the execution of
these orders. For this we must resort to facts which
shall be taken from the evidence furnished by your-
self and the British vice-consul at Baltimore, and
from that which shall accompany this letter.

About the beginning of August the Industry is said
to have arrived at Baltimore with the French fleet
from St. Domingo; the particular state of her arma-
ment on her arrival is lately questioned, but it is not
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questioned that she was an armed vessel of some de-
gree. The Executive having received an intimation
that two vessels were equipping themselves at Balti-
more for a cruise, a letter was on the 6th of Augt
addressed by the Secretary of War to the Governor
of Maryland, desiring an inquiry into the fact. In
his absence the Executive Council of Maryland
charged one of their own body, the honorable Mr.
Killy, with the inquiry. He proceeded to Balti-
more, and after two days’ examination found no
vessel answering the description of that which was
the object of his inquiry. He then engaged the
British vice-consul in the search, who was not able,
any more than himself, to discover any such vessels.
Captain Killy, however, observing a schooner, which
appeared to have been making some equipments for
a cruise, to have added to her guns, and made some
alteration in her waist, thought these circumstances
merited examination, though the rules of August
had not yet appeared. Finding that his inquiries
excited suspicion, and fearing the vessel might be
withdrawn, he had her seized, and proceeded in
investigation. He found that she was the schooner
Industry, Captain Carver, from St. Domingo: that
she had been an armed vessel for three years before
her coming here, and as late as April last had
mounted 16 guns; that she now mounted only 12,
and he could not learn that she had procured any of
these, or done anything else, essential to her as a
privateer, at Baltimore. He therefore discharged
her, and on the 23d of August the Executive Council
made the report to the Secretary of war, of which I
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enclose you a copy. About a fortnight after this
(Sep. 6) you added to a letter on other business a
short paragraph, saying that you had ‘“‘lately re-
ceived information that a vessel named the Industry
had, within the last 5 or 6 weeks, been armed, manned
and equipped in the port of Baltimore.” The pro-
ceedings before mentioned having been in another
department, were not then known to me. I there-
fore could only communicate this paragraph to the
proper department. The separation of the Execu-
tive within a few weeks after, prevented any ex-
planations on this subject, and without them it was
not in my power to either controvert or admit the
information you had received. Under these cir-
cumstances I think you must be sensible, Sir, that
your conclusion from my silence, that I regarded the
fact as proved, was not a very necessary one.

New inquiries at that time could not have pre-
vented the departure of the privateer, or the capture
of the Roehampton; for the privateer had then been
out some time. The Roehampton was already taken,
and was arriving at Baltimore, which she did about
the day of the date of your letter. After her arrival,
new witnesses had come forward to prove that the
Industry had made some military equipments at
Baltimore before her cruise. The affidavits taken
by the British vice-consul, are dated about g or 10
days after the date of your letter and arrival of the
Roehampton, and we have only to lament that those
witnesses had not given their information to the
vice-consul when Mr. Killy engaged his aid in the
enquiries he was making, and when it would have
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had the effect of our detaining the privateer till she
should have reduced herself to the condition in which
she was when she arrived in our ports, if she had
really added anything to her then force. But sup-
posing the testimony just and full (tho taken ex
parte, and not under the legal sanction of an oath,)
yet the Governor’s refusal to restore the prize was
perfectly proper, for, as has been before observed,
restitution has never been made by the Executive,
nor can be made on a mere clandestine alteration or
augmentation of military equipments, which was all
that the new testimony tended to prove.
Notwithstanding, however, that the President
thought the information obtained on the former
occasion had cleared this privateer from any well-
grounded cause of arrest, yet that which you have
now offered opens the possibility that the former was
defective. He has therefore desired new inquiry to
be made before a magistrate legally authorized to
administer an oath, and indifferent to both parties;
and should the result be that the vessel did really
make any military equipments in our ports, instruc-
tions will be given to reduce her to her original con-
dition, whenever she shall again come into our ports.
On the whole, Sir, I hope you will perceive that
on the first intimation thro their own channel, and
without waiting for information on your part, that a
vessel was making military equipments at Baltimore,
the Executive took the best measures for inquiring
into the fact, in order to prevent or suppress such
equipments; that an officer of high respectability
was charged with the inquiry, and that he made it
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with great diligence himself, and engaged similar
inquiries on the part of your vice-consul; that
neither of them could find that the privateer had
made such equipments, or, of course, that there was
any ground for reducing or detaining her; that at
the date of your letter of Sep. 6, (the first intimation
received from you,) the privateer was departed, had
taken her prize, and that prize was arriving in port;
that the new evidence taken 1o days after that ar-
rival can produce no other effect than the institution
of a new inquiry, and a reduction of the force of the
privateer, should she appear to have made any mili-
tary alterations or augmentation, on her return into
our ports, and that in no part of this proceeding is
there the smallest ground for imputing either negli-
gence or connivance to any of the officers who have

acted in it.

TO ELI WHITNEY J. MSS.
GerMANTOWN, Nov. 16. 1793.

Sir,—Your favor of Oct. 15. inclosing a drawing
of your cotton gin, was received on the 6th inst.
The only requisite of the law now uncomplied with
is the forwarding a model, which being received your
patent may be made out & delivered to your order
immediately.

As the state of Virginia, of which I am, carries
on household manufactures of cotton to a great ex-
tent, as I also do myself, and one of our great embar-
rassments is the clearing the cotton of the seed,
I feel a considerable interest in the success of your
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invention, for family use. Permit me therefore to
ask information from you on these points. Has the
machine been thoroughly tried in the ginning of cot-
ton, or is it as yet but a machine of theory? What
quantity of cotton has it cleaned on an average of
several days, & worked by hand, & by how many
hands? What will be the cost of one of them made
to be worked by hand? Favorable answers to these
questions would induce me to engage one of them to
be forwarded to Richmond for me. Wishing to hear
from you on the subject I am &c.

P.S. Is this the machine advertised the last year
by Pearce at the Patterson manufactory?

TO JOHN KEAN ?

GERrRMANTOWN, Nov. 16, 1793.

Th. Jefferson presents his compliments to mr. Kean
& congratulates him sincerely on his and mrs. Kean’s
having escaped the dangers of the season.

Thinking it possible that the members of Congress
(retaining the horrors of the yellow fever which pre-
vail at a distance) may remove to Lancaster, & on so
short notice as to prevent Th. J. from settling his
affairs in Philadelphia, he thinks it best to do that
while he has time, & for that purpose it would be
convenient for him to command his salary of the
present quarter. He therefore begs the favor of mr.
Kean to put the note which accompanies this into

* An officer in the Bank of the United States. From the original in
the possession of the editor.
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the proper channel for discount; and if he will be so
kind when it is decided on, as to send a line of infor-
mation for Th. J. to his office on Market street he
will be much obliged to him.

Will the form of this note render an order from
mr. Taylor requisite to authorise Th. J. to receive
the money?

TO JAMES MADISON MAD. MSS.
GERMANTOWN, Nov. 17, 1793.

DEAR Sir,—I have got good lodgings for Monroe
& yourself, that is to say, a good room with a fire-
place & two beds, in a pleasant & convenient posi-
tion, with a quiet family. They will breakfast you,
but you must mess in a tavern; there is a good one
across the street. This is the way in which all must
do, and all I think will not be able to get even half
beds. The President will remain here I believe till
the meeting of Congress, merely to form a point of
union for them before they can have acquired infor-
mation & courage. For at present there does not
exist a single subject in the disorder, no new infection
having taken place since the great rains the 1st of
the month, & those before infected being dead or
recovered. There is no doubt you will sit in Phila-
delphia, & therefore I have not given Monroe’s letter
to Sechel. I do not write to him, because I know
not whether he is at present moving by sea or by
land, & if by the latter, I presume you can communi-
cate to him.—Wayne has had a convoy of 22. wag-
ons of provisions, and 7o0. men cut off 15. miles in his
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rear by the Indians. 6. of the men were found on
the spot scalped, the rest supposed taken. He had
nearly reached Fort Hamilton. R. has given notice
that he means to resign. Genet by more & more
denials of powers to the President and ascribing
them to Congress, is evidently endeavoring to sow
tares between them, & at any event to curry favor
with the latter to whom he means to turn his appeal,
finding it was not likely to be well received with the
people. Accept both of you my sincere affection.

TO THE FRENCH MINISTER J. MSS.
(EDMOND CHARLES GENET)

GerMANTOWN, November 22, 1793.

Sir,—In my letter of October 2, I took the liberty
of noticing to you, that the commission of consul to
M. Dannery ought to have been addressed to the
President of the United States. He being the only
channel of communication between this country and
foreign nations, it is from him alone that foreign
nations or their agents are to learn what is or has
been the will of the nation; and whatever he com-
municates as such, they have a right, and are bound
to consider as the expression of the nation, and no
foreign agent can be allowed to question it, to inter-
pose between him and any other branch of Govern-
ment, under the pretext of either’s transgressing
their functions, nor to make himself the umpire and
final judge between them. I am, therefore, sir, not
authorized to enter into any discussions with you on
the meaning of our constitution in any part of it, or
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to prove to you, that it has ascribed to him alone
the admission or interdiction of foreign agents. I
inform you of the fact by authority from the Presi-
dent. Ihad observed to you that we were persuaded,
that, in the case of the consul Dannery, the error in
the address had proceeded from no intention in the
Executive Council of France to question the func-
tions of the President, and therefore no difficulty was
made in issuing the commission. We are still under
the same persuasion. But in your letter of the 14th
instant, you personally question the authority of the
President, and, in consequence of that, have not ad-
dressed to him the commissions of Messrs. Pennevert
and Chervi, making a point of this formality on your
part; it becomes necessary to make a point of it on
ours also; and I am therefore charged to return you
those commissions, and to inform you that, bound
to enforce respect to the order of things established
by our constitution, the President will issue no exe-
quatur to any consul or vice consul, not directed to
him in the usual form, after the party from whom it
comes, has been apprized that such should be the
address.

CABINET DECISIONS W. MsS.
[Nov. 23. 1793.]
At sundry meetings of the heads of departments
& Attorney General from the 1% to the 21% of Nov.
1793. at the President’s several matters were agreed
upon as stated in the following letters from the
Secretary of State. to wit.
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Nov. 8. Circular letter to the representatives of
France, Gr. Brit. Spain & the U. Netherlands, fixing
provisorily the extent of our jurisdiction into the
sea at a sea-league.

ro. Circular d° to the district attornies, notifying
the same, & committing to them the taking deposi-
tions in those cases.

Same date. Circular to the foreign representa-
tives, notifying how depositions are to be taken in
those cases.

The substance of the preceding letters were agreed
to by all, & the rough draughts were submitted to
them & approved.

Nov. 14. To Mr. Hammond, that the U. S. are
not bound to restore the Roehampton. This was
agreed by all, the rough draught was submitted to
& approved by Col® Hamilton & Mr. Randolph.
Gen! Knox was absent on a visit to Trenton.

10. Letters to Mr. Genet & Hammond, & the 14.
to Mr. Hollingsworth for taking depositions in the
cases of the Coningham & Pilgrim.

15. D° to Genet, Hammond & Mr. Rawle for
deposns. in the case of the William.

14. D° to Hollingsworth to ascertain whether
Mr. Moissonier had passed sentence on the Roe-
hampton & Pilgrim.

These last mentd letters of the 1ot 14 & 15% were
as to their substance agreed on by all, the draughts
were only communicated to Mr. Randolph and ap-
proved by him.

Nov. 13. To Mr. Hammond. enquiring when we
shall have an answer on the inexecution of the
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treaty. The substance agreed by all. The letter
was sent off without communication, none of the
gentlemen being at Germantown.

22. To Mr. Genet. returning the commissions of
Pennevert & Chervi because not addressed to the
Presiden.

Same date. To d° enquiring whether the Lovely
Lass, Prince William Henry & Fane of Dublin have
been given up, and if not, requiring that they be now
restored to owners.

These were agreed to by all as to their matter, and
the letters themselves were submitted before they
were sent to the President, the Secretary of War &
the Attorney General, the Secretary of the Treasury
absent.

Same date. To Mr. Gore for authentic evidence
of Dannery’s protest on the President’s revocation
of Duplaine’s Exequatur. The substance agreed to
by all. The letter sent off before communication.

TO ARCHIBALD STUART *

GeErMANTOWN Nov. 24. 1793.
DEeAR SIR,—When I had the pleasure of seeing
you at Monticello you mentioned to me that sheep
could be procured at or about Staunton, good &
cheap, and were kind enough to offer your aid in
procuring them. Reflecting on this subject, I find
it will be much better to buy & drive them now,

t From the original in the possession of the Virginia Historical
Society.
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before they have young ones, & before the snow sets
in, than to wait till the spring. I therefore take the
liberty of enclosing you a 40. Doll. bank post note,
which I will beg the favor of you to lay out for me in
sheep, taking time between the purchase & delivery,
to give notice to Mr. Randolph at Monticello to have
them sent for, the letter to be directed to him, or in
his absence to Samuel Biddle overseer at Monticello.
Your endorsement on the post note will transfer &
make it payable to bearer, and consequently will be
cash to anybody at Staunton or Richmond who
wishes to remit to Philadelphia; or the custom house
officer at Richmond will always be glad to give cash
for it. What apology must I make for so free a call
on you? And what thanks & apology for the use I
made of your friendly offer as to the potatoes? But
I am again a new beginner in the world, & it is usual
for old settlers to help young ones. France is tri-
umphant in the North. Her rebellion also sub-
sides. The affair of Toulon is against her as yet;
but I suspect it is not over,—the yellow fever is
entirely vanished in Philadelphia, & all the inhab-
itants returned to it. The President remains here
merely to form a point of union for the members of
Congress, who may arrive uninformed of the safety
of Philadelphia; but nobody doubts that they will
immediately go from hence to sit in Philadelphia.
I shall be within striking distance of you by the 15th
of January. Accept assurances of my respect &
affection.
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TO MRS. CHURCH*
GeErMANTOWN, Nov. 27th, 1793.

I have received, my good friend, your kind letter
of August 1gth, with the extract from that of Lafay-
ette, for whom my heart has been constantly bleed-
ing. The influence of the United States has been
put into action, as far as it could be either with
decency or effect. But I fear that distance and
difference of principle give little hold to General
Washington on the jailers of Lafayette. However,
his friends may be assured that our zeal has not been
inactive. Your letter gives me the first information
that our dear friend Madame de Corny has been, as
to her fortune, among the victims of the times. Sad
times, indeed! and much lamented victim! I know
no country where the remains of a fortune could
place her so much at her ease as this, and where
public esteem is so attached to worth, regardless of
wealth; but our manners, and the state of our
society here, are so different from those to which her
habits have been formed, that she would lose more
perhaps in that scale. And Madame Cosway in a
convent! I knew that to much goodness of heart
she joined enthusiasm and religion; but I thought
that very enthusiasm would have prevented her from
shutting up her adoration of the God of the universe
within the walls of a cloister; that she would rather
have sought the mountain-top. How happy should
I be that it were mine that you, she, and Madame
de Corny would seek. You say, indeed, that you
are coming to America, but I know that means New

t From S. N. Randolph’s Domestic Life of Jefferson, page 224
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York. In the meantime I am going to Virginia. I
have at length become able to fix that to the be-
ginning of the new year. I am then to be liberated
from the hated occupations of politics, and to re-
main in the bosom of my family, my farm, and my
books. I have my house to build, my fields to farm,
and to watch for the happiness of those who labor
for mine. I have one daughter married to a man of
science, sense, virtue, and competence; in whom
indeed I have nothing more to wish. They live
with me. If the other shall be as fortunate, in due
process of time I shall imagine myself as blessed as
the most blessed of the patriarchs. Nothing could
then withdraw my thoughts a moment from home
but the recollection of my friends abroad. I often
put the question, whether yourself and Kitty will
ever come to see your friends at Monticello? but it
is my affection and not my experience of things
which has leave to answer, and I am determined to
believe the answer because in that belief I find I
sleep sounder and wake more cheerful. En attendant,
God bless you.

Accept the homage of my sincere and constant
affection.

DRAFT OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE* J. MsS.
[Nov., 1793.]

GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE!:
As the present situation of the several nations of
Europe, & especially of those with which the US.

1¢h: Jefferson presents his respects to the President & incloses him

some letters just received. . .
“Mr. Pinckney’s and Mr. Morris’s information relative to the doing
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have important relations, cannot but render the
state of things between them & us matter of inter-
esting enquiry to the legislature, & may indeed give
rise to deliberations to which they alone are com-
petent, I have thought it my duty to communicate to
them certain correspondences which have taken place.

The Representative & Executive bodies of France
have manifested generally a friendly attachment to
this country, have given advantages to our com-
merce & navigation, and have made overtures for
placing these advantages on permanent ground. A
decree however of the national assembly, subjecting
vessels laden with provisions to be carried into their
ports, & making enemy goods lawful prize in the
vessel of a friend, contrary to our treaty, tho’ re-
voked at one time as to the US. has been since ex-

tended to their vessels also, as-welearn-very recently

to—the has been recently represented stated to us.
Representations made on this subject will be im-
mediately given in charge to our minister there, by

special-charge; & the result shall be communicated

to the legislature.*

& undoing the decrees of the National assembly, in the case of the ship
Laurence and some other expressions in Mr. Morris’s letter seem to
render it proper to lower the expression in the message purporting the
just & ready redress of wrongs on the high sea afforded by that govern-
ment, which Th: J. will accordingly attend to.

“Nov. 30, 1793.”

t Before this paragraph was altered, in accordance with the pre-
ceding letter, it read as follows: ‘‘The several Representative &
Executive bodies in France have uniformly manifested the most
friendly attachment to this country, have shewn particular favor to
our commerce & navigation and as far as yet appears, have given just
and ready redress of the wrongs to our citizens & their property ir-
regularly taken on the high seas, & carried into their ports.”
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It is with extreme concern I have to inform you
that the proceedings of the person whom they have
unfortunately appointed their Minister Plenip? here
have breathed nothing of the friendly spirit of the
nation which sent him. Their tendency on the con-
trary has been to involve us in a war abroad, & dis-
cord & anarchy at home. So far as his acts, or those
of his agents, have threatened our immediate com-
mitment in the war, or flagrant insult to the authority
of the laws, their effect has been counteracted by
the ordinary cognisance of the laws, & by an exer-
tion of the powers confided to me. Where their
danger was not imminent, they have been borne
with, from sentiments of regard to his nation, from
a sense of their friendship towards us, from a convic-
tion that they would not suffer us to remain long
exposed to the action of a person who has so little
respected our mutual dispositions, and, I will add,
from a firm reliance on the firmness of my fellow-
citizens in their principles of peace and order. In
the meantime I have respected and pursued the
stipulations of our treaties, according to what I
judged their true sense; and have withheld no act
of friendship which their affairs have called for
from us, & which justice to others left us free to
perform.—I have gone further, rather than employ
force for the restitution of certain vessels which
I deemed the US. bound to restore. I thought
it more advisable to satisfy the parties by avow-
ing it to be my opinion, that if restitution were not
made, it would be incumbent on the US. to make
compensation. The papers now communicated

voL. vIIiL—b6.
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will more particularly apprize you of these trans-
actions.

The vexations and spoliations understood to have
been committed, on our vessels and commerce, by
the cruizers & officers of some of the belligerent
powers, appeared to require attention. The proofs
of these however not having been brought forward,
the description of citizens supposed to have suffered
were notified, that on furnishing them to the Execu-
tive, due measures would be taken to obtain redress
of the past, & more effectual provisions against the
future. Should such documents be furnished, proper
representations will be made thereon, with a just
reliance on a redress proportioned to the exigency
of the case.

The British government having undertaken, by
orders to the Commanders of their armed vessels, to
restrain generally our commerce in corn & other
provisions to their own Ports & those of their friends,
the instructions now communicated were immedi-
ately forwarded to our minister at that court. In
the mean time some discussions on the subject took
place between him & them. These are also laid
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before you; & I may expect to learn the result of
his special instructions in time to make it known to
the legislature during their present session.

Very early after the arrival of a British minister
here, mutual explanations on the inexecution of the
treaty of peace were entered into between-the-Seere-
tary—of State-and with that minister. These are
now laid before you for your information.

On the subjects of mutual interest between this
country & Spain, negociations & conferences are now
depending. The public good requiring that the
present state of these should be made known to the
legislature in confidence only, they shall be the sub-
ject of a separate & subsequent communication.

TO THE FRENCH MINISTER

(EDMOND CHARLES GENET)

PHiLaDELPHIA, Nov. 30, 1793.

Sir,—I have laid before the President of the
United States your letter of Nov. 25, and have now
the honor to inform you, that most of its objects,
being beyond the powers of the Executive, they can
only manifest their dispositions by acting on those
which are within their powers. Instructions are
accordingly sent to the district attorneys of the
United States, residing within States wherein French
consuls are established, requiring them to inform
the consuls of the nature of the provisions made by
the laws for preventing, as well as punishing, in-
juries to their persons, and to advise and assist them
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in calling these provisions into activity, whenever
the occasions for them shall arise.

It is not permitted by the law to prohibit the de-
parture of the emigrants to St. Domingo, according
to the wish you now express, any more than it was
to force them away, according to that expressed by
you in a former letter. Our country is open to all
men, to come and go peaceably, when they choose;
and your letter does not mention that these emi-
grants meant to depart armed and equipped for
war. Lest, however, this should be attempted, the
Governors of the States of Pennsylvania and Mary-
land are requested to have particular attention paid
to the vessels, named in your letter, and to see that
no military expedition be covered or permitted
under color of the right which the passengers have
to depart from these States.

Provisions not being classed among the articles
of contraband in time of war, it is possible that
American vessels may have carried them to the
ports of Jeremie and La Mole, as they do to other
dominions of the belligerent Powers; but, if they
have carried arms, also, these, as being contraband,
might certainly have been stopped and confiscated.

In the letter of May 15, to Mr. Ternant, I men-
tioned, that, in answer to the complaints of the
British minister against the exportation of arms
from the United States, it had been observed, that
the manufacture of arms was the occupation and
livelihood of some of our citizens; that it ought
not to be expected thata war among other nations
should produce such an internal derangement of the
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occupations of a nation at peace, as the suppression
of a manufacture which is the support of some of its
citizens; but that, if they should export these arms to
nations at war, they would be abandoned to the seiz-
ure and confiscation which the law of nations author-
ized to be made of them on the high seas. This letter
was handed to you, and you were pleased, in yours
of May 27, expressly to approve of the answer which
had been given. On this occasion, therefore, we have
only to declare, that the same conduct will be ob-
served which was announced on that.

The proposition to permit all our vessels destined
for any port in the French West India islands should
be stopped, unless furnished with passports from
yourself, is so far beyond the powers of the Execu-
tive, that it will be unnecessary to enumerate the
objections to which it should be liable.

TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES J. mss.

December 2, 1793.

Th: Jefferson, with his respects to the President,
has the honor to send him the letters & orders re-
ferred to in mr. Morris’s letter, except that of the
8th of April, which must be a mistake for some other
date, as the records of the office perfectly establish
that no letters were written to him in the months of
March & April but those of Mar. 12. & 15. & Apr.
20. & 26. now enclosed. The enigma of Mr. Merlino
is inexplicable by anything in his possession.

He encloses the message respecting France &
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Great Britain. He first wrote it fair as it was agreed
the other evening at the President’s. He then drew
a line with a pen through the passages he proposes
to alter, in consequence of subsequent information
(but so lightly as to leave the passages still legible
for the President) and interlined the alterations he
proposes. The overtures mentioned in the first altera-
tion, are in consequence of its having been agreed
that they should be mentioned in general terms only
to the two houses. The numerous alterations made
the other evening in the clause respecting our corn
trade, with the hasty amendments proposed in the
moment had so much broken the tissue of the para-
graph as to render it necessary to new mould it.
In doing this, care has been taken to use the same
words as nearly as possible, and also to insert a
slight reference to mr. Pinckney’s proceedings.

On a severe review of the question, whether the
British communication should carry any such mark
of being confidential as to prevent the legislature
from publishing them, he is clearly of opinion they
ought not. Will they be kept secret if secrecy be
enjoined? certainly not, & all the offence will be
given (if it be possible any should be given) which
would follow their complete publication. If they
could be kept secret, from whom would it be? from
our own constituents only, for Great Britain is
possessed of every tittle. Why, then, keep it secret
from them? no ground of support of the Execu-
tive will ever be so sure as a complete knolege of
their proceedings by the people; and it is only in
cases where the public good would be injured, and
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because it would be injured, that proceedings should
be secret. In such cases it is the duty of the Execu-
tive to sacrifice their personal interests (which would
be promoted by publicity) to the public interest. If
the negotiations with England are at an end, if not
given to the public now, when are they to be given?
& what moment can be so interesting? If anything
amiss should happen from the concealment, where
will the blame originate at least? It may be said,
indeed, that the President puts it in the power of
the legislature to communicate these proceedings to
their constituents; but is it more their duty to com-
municate them to their constituents, than it is the
President’s to communicate them to his constituents?
and if they were desirous of communicating them,
ought the President to restrain them by making the
communication confidential? I think no harm can
be done by the publication, because it is impossible
England, after doing us an injury, should declare war
against us merely because we tell our constituents of
it: and I think good may be done, because while it
puts it in the power of the legislature to adopt
peaceable measures of doing ourselves justice, it pre-
pares the minds of our constituents to go cheerfully
into an acquiescence under these measures, by im-
pressing them with a thorough & enlightened con-
viction that they are founded in right. The motive
too of proving to the people the impartiality of the
Executive between the two nations of France and
England urges strongly that while they are to see
the disagreeable things which have been going on
as to France we should not conceal from them what
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has been passing with England, and induce a belief
that nothing has been doing.

CABINET DECISIONS J. Mss.
December 7, 1793.

At a meeting of the Heads of Departments and
Attorney-General at the President’s, on the 7th of
December, 1793.

Mr. Genet’s letter of Dec. 3, questioning the right
of requiring the address of consular commissions to
the President, was read. It is the opinion that the
address may be either to the United States or to the
President of the United States, but that one of these
should be insisted on.

A letter of James King was read, dated Philadel-
phia, Nov. 25, 1793, complaining of the capture of
his schooner Nancy by a British privateer and
carried into New Providence, and that the court
there has thrown the onus probandi on the owners,
to show that the vessel and cargo are American
property. It is the opinion that Mr. King be in-
formed, that it is a general rule that the government
should not interpose individually, till a final denial
of justice has taken place in the courts of the country
where the wrong is done; but that, a considerable
degree of information being shortly expected relative
to these cases, his will be further considered and
attended to at that time.

The Secretary of State informed the President
that he had received a number of applications from
Mr. Genet, on behalf of the refugees of St. Domingo,
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who have been subjected to tonnage on their vessels
and duties on their property, on taking asylum in
the ports of this country, into which they were
forced by the misfortunes of that colony. It is the
opinion that the Secretary of State may put the
petitions into the hands of a member of the legisla-
ture in his private capacity, to be presented to the
legislature.

TO THE FRENCH MINISTER 3. Mss.
(EDMOND CHARLES GENET)
PriLADELPHIA, December g, 1793.

Sir,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 3d instant, which has been duly laid
before the President.

We are very far from admitting your principle, that
the government on either side has no other right, on
the presentation of a consular commission, than to
certify that, having examined it, they find it accord-
ing to rule. The governments of both nations have
a right, and that of yours has exercised it as to us,
of considering the character of the person appointed;
the place for which he is appointed, and other
material circumstances; and of taking precautions
as to his conduct, if necessary; and this does not
defeat the general object of the convention, which,
in stipulating that consuls shall be permitted on both
sides, could not mean to supersede reasonable ob-
jections to particular persons, who might at the
moment be obnoxious to the nation to which they
were sent, or whose conduct might render them so



90 The Writings of [r793

at any time after. In fact, every foreign agent de-
pends on the double will of the two governments, of
that which sends him, and of that which is to permit
the exercise of his functions within their territory;
and when either of these wills is refused or with-
drawn, his authority to act within that territory
becomes incomplete. By what member of the
government the right of giving or withdrawing per-
mission is to be exercised here, is a question on
which no foreign agent can be permitted to make
himself the umpire. It is sufficient for him, under
our government, that he is informed of it by the
executive.

On an examination of the commissions from your
nation, among our records, I find that before the
late change in the form of our government, foreign
agents were addressed sometimes to the United
States, and sometimes to the Congress of the United
States, that body being then the executive as well
as legislative. Thus the commissions of Messrs.
L’Etombe, Holker, D’annemoures, Marbois, Creve-
coeur, and Chateaufort, have all this clause: ‘‘Prions
et requerons nos tres chers et grands amis et alliés,
les Etats Unis de I’Amerique septentrionale, leurs
gouverneurs, et autres officiers, &c. de laisser jouir,
&c. le dit sieur, &c. de la charge de notre consul,” &c.
On the change in the form of our government, foreign
nations, not undertaking to decide to what member
of the new government their agents should be ad-
dressed, ceased to do it to Congress, and adopted the
general address to the United States, before cited.
This was done by the government of your own
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nation, as appears by the commissions of Messrs.
Mangourit and La Forest, which have in them the
clause before cited. So your own commission was,
not as M. Gerard’s and Luzerne’s had been, ‘‘a nos
trés chers, &c. le President et membres du Congres
general des Etats Unis,” &c., but “‘a nos trés chers,
&c. les Etats Unis de I'’Amerique,” &c. Under this
general address, the proper member of the govern-
ment was included, and could take it up. When,
therefore, it was seen in the commission of Messrs.
Dupont and Hauterive, that your executive had re-
turned to the ancient address to Congress, it was
conceived to be an inattention, insomuch that I do
not recollect (and I do not think it material enough
to inquire) whether I noticed it to you either ver-
bally or by letter. When that of M. Dannery was
presented with the like address, being obliged to
notice to you an inaccuracy of another kind, I then
mentioned that of the address, not calling it an
innovation, but expressing my satisfaction, which is
still entire, that it was not from any design in your
Executive Council. The Exequatur was therefore
sent. That they will not consider our notice of it
as an innovation, we are perfectly secure. No
government can disregard formalities more than
ours. But when formalities are attacked with a
view to change principles, and to introduce an entire
independence of foreign agents on the nation with
whom they reside, it becomes material to defend
formalities. They would be no longer trifles, if they
could, in defiance of the national will, continue a
foreign agent among us whatever might be his course
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of action. Continuing, therefore, the refusal to re-
ceive any commission from yourself, addressed to an
improper member of the government, you are left
free to use either the general one to the United
States, as in the commissions of Messrs. Mangourit
and La Forest, before cited, or the special one, to the
President of the United States.

I have the honor to be, with respect, Sir, your
most obedient, and most humble servant.

TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES . mss.

December 11, 1793.

The President doubtless recollects the communi-
cations of mr. Ternant expressing the dissatisfaction
of the Executive council of France with mr. Morris,
our minister there, which, however mr. Ternant de-
sired might be considered as informal: that Col®
Smith also mentioned that dissatisfaction, & that
mr. Le Brun told him he would charge mr. Genet
expressly with their representations on this subject;
& that all further consideration thereon lay over
therefore for mr. Genet’s representations.

Mr. Genet, some time after his arrival (I cannot
now recollect how long, but I think it was a month
or more) coming to my house in the country one
evening, joined me in a walk near the river. Our
conversation was on various topics, & not at all of
an official complexion. As we were returning to the
house being then I suppose on some subject relative
to his country (tho’ I really do not recall to mind
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what it was), he turned about to me, just in the
passage of the gate, & said, ‘‘but I must tell you we
all depend on you to send us a good minister there,
with whom we may do business confidentially, in the
place of mr. Morris.”” These are perhaps not the
identical words, yet I believe they are nearly so; I
am sure they are the substance, & he scarcely em-
ployed more in the expression. It was unexpected
& to avoid the necessity of an extempore answer,
I instantly said something resuming the preceding
thread of conversation, which went on, & no more
was said about mr. Morris. From this, I took it for
granted he meant now to come forward formally
with complaints against mr. Morris, as we had been
given to expect, & therefore I mentioned nothing of
this little expression to the President. Time slipped
along, I expecting his complaints, & he not making
them. It was undoubtedly his office to bring for-
ward his own business himself, & not at all mine, to
hasten or call for it; & if it was not my duty, I could
not be without reasons for not taking it on myself
officiously. He at length went to New York, to wit,
about the of without having done anything
formally on this subject. I now became uneasy lest
he should consider the little sentence he had uttered
to me as effectually, tho’ not regularly, a complaint.
But the more I reflected on the subject, the more
impossible it seemed that he could have viewed it as
such; & the rather, because, if he had, he would
naturally have asked from time to time, “Well, what
are you doing with my complaint against mr. Mor-
ris?” or some question equivalent. But he never
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did. It is possible I may, at other times have heard
him speak unfavorably of mr. Morris, tho’ I do not
recollect any particular occasion, but I am sure he
never made to me any proposition to have him re-
called. I believe I mentioned this matter to mr.
Randolph before I left Philadelphia: I know I did
after my return; but I did not to the President till
the receipt of mr. Genet’s letter of Sep. 30, which
from some unaccountable delay of the post never
came to me in Virginia, tho’ I remained there till
Oct. 25. (and received there three subsequent mails),
and it never reached me in Philadelphia till Dec. 2.

The preceding is the state of this matter, as nearly
as I can recollect it at this time, & I am sure it is not
materially inaccurate in any point.

TO MR. CHURCH J. MSS.

PriLADELPHIA Dec 11, 1793.

Sir,—The President has received your letter of
Aug. 16. with its enclosures. It was with deep con-
cern that he learnt the unhappy fortunes of M. de la
Fayette, and that he still learns his continuance un-
der them. His friendship for him could not fail to
impress him with the desire of relieving him, and he
was sure that in endeavoring to do this, he should
gratify the sincere attachments of his fellow citizens.
He has accordingly employed such means as ap-
peared the most likely to effect his purpose; tho’
under the existing circumstances, he could not be
sanguine in their obtaining very immediately the



1793] Thomas Jefferson 95

desired effect. Conscious, however, that his anxie-
ties for the sufferer flow from no motives unfriendly
to those who feel an interest in his confinement, he
indulges their continuance, & will not relinquish the
hope that the reasons for this severity will at length
yield to those of a more benign character.

FO THE BRITISH MINISTER. J. MsS.
(GEORGE HAMMOND)

PHILADELPHIA, December 13, 1793.

Sir,—I am to acknowledge the honor of your
letter of November 3oth, and to express the satis-
faction with which we learn, that you are instructed
to discuss with us the measures, which reason and
practicability may dictate for giving effect to the
stipulations of our treaty, yet remaining to be exe-
cuted. I can assure you, on the part of the United
States, of every disposition to lessen difficulties, by
passing over whatever is of smaller concern, and
insisting on those matters only, which either justice
to individuals or public policy render indispensable;
and in order to simplify our discussions, by defining
precisely their objects, I have the honor to propose
that we shall begin by specifying, on each side, the
particular acts which each considers to have been
done by the other, in contravention of the treaty. I
shall set the example.

The provisional and definitive treaties, in their
7th article, stipulated that his ‘“‘Britannic Majesty
should, with all convenient speed, and without caus-
ing any destruction, or carrying away any mnegroes,
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or other property, of the American inhabitants, with-
draw all his armies, garrisons, and fleets, from the said
United States, and from every port, place, and har-
bor, within the same.”

But the British garrisons were not withdrawn with
all convenient speed, nor have ever yet been with-
drawn from Machilimackinac, on Lake Michigan;
Detroit, on the strait of Lakes Erie and Huron; Fort
Erie, on Lake Erie; Niagara, Oswego, on Lake On-
tario; Oswegatchie, on the river St. Lawrence; Point
Au-fer, and Dutchman’s Point, on Lake Champlain.

2d. The British officers have undertaken to ex-
ercise a jurisdiction over the country and inhabitants
in the vicinities of those forts; and

3d. They have excluded the citizens of the United
States from navigating, even on our side of the
middle line of the rivers and lakes established as a
boundary between the two nations.

By these proceedings, we have been intercepted
entirely from the commerce of furs with the Indian
nations, to the northward—a commerce which had
ever been of great importance to the United States,
not only for its intrinsic value, but as it was the
means of cherishing peace with those Indians, and
of superseding the necessity of that expensive warfare
we have been obliged to carry on with them, during
the time that these posts have been in other hands.

On withdrawing the troops from New York, 1st.
A large embarkation of negroes, of the property of
the inhabitants of the United States, took place be-
fore the commissioners on our part, for inspecting
and superintending embarkations, had arrived there,
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and without any account ever rendered thereof.
2d. Near three thousand others were publicly carried
away by the avowed order of the British command-
ing officer, and under the view, and against the
remonstrances of our commissioners. 3d. A very
great number were carried off in private vessels, if
not by the express permission, yet certainly without
opposition on the part of the commanding officer,
who alone had the means of preventing it, and with-
out admitting the inspection of the American com-
missioners; and 4th. Of other species of property
carried away, the commanding officer permitted no
examination at all. In support of these facts, I
have the honor to enclose you documents, a list of
which will be subjoined, and in addition to them, I
beg leave to refer to a roll signed by the joint com-
missioners, and delivered to your commanding officer
for transmission to his court, containing a description
of the negroes publicly carried away by his order as
before mentioned, with a copy of which you have
doubtless been furnished.

A difference of opinion, too, having arisen as to
the river intended by the plenipotentiaries to be the
boundary between us and the dominions of Great
Britain, and by them called the St. Croix, which
name, it seems, is given to two different rivers, the
ascertaining of this point becomes a matter of present
urgency; it has heretofore been the subject of appli-
cation from us to the Government of Great Britain.

There are other smaller matters between the two
nations, which remain to be adjusted, but I think it
would be better to refer these for settlement through

VOL. VIII.—7.
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the ordinary channel of our ministers, than to embar-
rass the present important discussions with them;
they cannever beobstacles to friendshipand harmony.

Permit me now, sir, to ask from you a specification
of the particular acts, which, being considered by his
Britannic Majesty as a non-compliance on our part
with the engagement contained in the 4th, sth, and
6th articles of the treaty, induced him to suspend
the execution of the 7th, and render a separate dis-
cussion of them inadmissible. And accept assur-
ances, &c.

REPORT ON THE PRIVILEGES AND RESTRICTIONS ON
THE COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES IN FOR-
EIGN COUNTRIES *

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred by the
House of Representatives, the report of a com-
mittee on the written message of the President of
the United States, of the 14th of February, 1791,
with instructions to report to Congress the nature
and extent of the privileges and restrictions of the
commercial intercourse of the United States with
foreign nations, and the measures which he should
think proper to be adopted for the improvement of
the commerce and navigation of the same, has had
the same wunder consideration, and thereupon
makes the following Report:

The countries with which the United States
have their chief commercial intercourse are Spain,

1 Transmitted to Congress in the following letter:
[DECEMBER 16, 1793.]
“SIr,—According to the pleasure of the House of Representatives,
expressed in their resolution of February 23, 1791, I now lay before
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Portugal, France, Great Britain, the United Nether-
lands, Denmark, and Sweden, and their American

them a report on the privileges and restrictions on the commerce of the
United States in foreign countries. In order to keep the subject
within those bounds which I supposed to be under the contemplation
of the House, I have restrained my statements to those countries only
with which we carry on a commerce of some importance, and to those
articles also of our produce which are of sensible weight in the scale of
our exports; and even these articles are sometimes grouped together,
according to the degree of favor or restriction with which they are
received in each country, and that degree expressed in general terms
without detailing the exact duty levied on each article. To have gone
fully into these minutize, would have been to copy the tariffs and books
of rates of the different countries, and to have hidden, under a mass of
details, those general and important truths, the extraction of which, in
a simple form, I conceived would best answer the inquiries of the
House, by condensing material information within those limits of
time and attention, which this portion of their duties may justly claim.
The plan, indeed, of minute details which have been impracticable
with some countries, for want of information.

‘‘Since preparing this report, which was put into its present form
in time to have been given in to the last session of Congress alterations
of the conditions of our commerce with some foreign nations have
taken place—some of them independent of war; some arising out of it.

‘“‘France has proposed to enter into a new treaty of commerce with
us, on liberal principles; and has, in the meantime, relaxed some of the
restraints mentioned in the report. Spain has, by an ordinance of
June last, established New Orleans, Pensacola, and St. Augustine into
free ports, for the vessels of friendly nations having treaties of commerce
with her, provided they touch for a permit at Corcubion in Gallicia,
or at Alicant; and our rice is, by the same ordinance, excluded from
that country. The circumstances of war have necessarily given us
freer access to the West Indian islands, whilst they have also drawn on
our navigation vexations and depredations of a most serious nature.

““To have endeavored to describe all these, would have been as im-
practicable as useless, since the scenes would have been shifting while
under description. I therefore think it best to leave the report as it
was formed, being adapted to a particular point of time, when things
were in their settled order, that is to say, to the summer of 1792. I
have the honor to be, &c.

“To the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States of
America,”

See VIL., pp. 234, 240, 243, and 246.
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possessions; and the articles of export, which consti-
tute the basis of that commerce, with their respective
amounts, are,

Breadstuff, that is to say, bread grains,
meals, and bread, to the annual

amount of . . . . . $7,649,887
Tobacco . . . . . . 4,349,567
Rice . . . . . . . 1,753,796
Wood . . . . . . . 1,263,534
Salted fish . . . . . . 941,696
Pot and pearl ash. . . . . 839,093
Salted meats . . . . . 599,130
Indigo . . . . . . 537,379
Horses and mules. . . . . 339,753
Whale oil . . . . . . 252,591
Flax seed . . . . . . 236,072
Tar, pitch and turpentine . . . 217,177
Live provisions . . . . . 137,743
Ships . . . . .
Foreign goods . . . . . 620,274

To descend to articles of smaller value than these,
would lead into a minuteness of detail neither neces-
sary nor useful to the present object.

The proportions of our exports, which go to the
nations before mentioned, and to their dominions,
respectively, are as follows:

To Spain and its dominions . . . $2,005,907
Portugal and its dominions . . . 1,283,462
France and its dominions . . . 4,698,735

Great Britain and its dominions . . 0,363,416
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The United Netherlands and their do-

minions . . . . . $1,063,880
Denmark and its dominions . . . 224,415
Sweden and its dominions . . . 47,240

Our imports from the same countries, are,

Spain and its dominions . . . 335,110
Portugal and its dominions . . . 595,763
France and its dominions . . . 2,008,348
Great Britain and its dominions . . 15,285,428
United Netherlands and their dominions. 1,172,692
Denmark and its dominions . . . 351,364
Sweden and its dominions . . . 14,325

These imports consist mostly of articles on which
industry has been exhausted.

Our navigation, depending on the same commerce,
will appear by the following statement of the ton-
nage of our own vessels, entering in our ports, from
those several nations and their possessions, in one
year; that is to say, from October, 1789, to Septem-
ber, 1790, inclusive, as follows:

Tons.
Spain . . . . . . 10,693
Portugal . . . . . . 23,576
France . . . . . . 116,410
Great Britain . . . . . 43,580
United Netherlands . . . . 58,8358
Denmark . . . . . . 14,655
Sweden . . . . . . 750

Of our commercial objects, Spain receives favor-
ably our breadstuff, salted fish, wood, ships, tar,
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pitch, and turpentine. On our meals, however, as
well as on those of other foreign countries, when re-
exported to their colonies, they have lately imposed
duties of from half-a-dollar to two dollars the barrel,
the duties being so proportioned to the current price
of their own flour, as that both together are to make
the constant sum of nine dollars per barrel.

They do not discourage our rice, pot and pearl ash,
salted provisions, or whale oil; but these articles,
being in small demand at their markets, are carried
thither but in a small degree. Their demand for
rice, however, is increasing. Neither tobacco nor
indigo are received there. Our commerce is per-
mitted with their Canary islands under the same
conditions.

Themselves, and their colonies, are the actual con-
sumers of what they receive from us.

Our navigation is free with the kingdom of Spain;
foreign goods being received there in our ships on
the same conditions as if carried in their own, or
in the vessels of the country of which such goods
are the manufacture or produce.

Portugal receives favorably our grain and bread,
salted fish, and other salted provisions, wood, tar,
pitch and turpentine.

For flax-seed, pot and pearl ash, though not dis-
couraged, there is little demand.

Our ships pay 2o per cent. on being sold to their
subjects, and are then free-bottoms.

Foreign goods (except those of the East Indies) are
received on the same footing in our vessels as in their
own, or any others; that is to say, on general duties
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of from 20 to 28 per cent., and, consequently, our
navigation is unobstructed by them. Tobacco, rice,
and meals, are prohibited.

Themselves and their colonies consume what they
receive from us.

These regulations extend to the Azores, Madeira,
and the Cape de Verd islands, except that in these,
meals and rice are received freely.

France receives favorably our bread-stuffs, rice,
wood, pot and pearl ashes.

A duty of 5 sous the quintal, or nearly 4% cents,
is paid on our tar, pitch, and turpentine. Our whale
oils pay 6 livres the quintal, and are the only foreign
whale oils admitted. Our indigo pays 5 livres the
quintal, their own 2%; but a difference of quality,
still more than a difference of duty, prevents its
seeking that market.

Salted beef is received freely for re-exportation;
but if for home consumption, it pays five livres the
quintal. Other salted provisions pay that duty in
all cases, and salted fish is made lately to pay the
prohibitory one of twenty livres the quintal.

Our ships are free to carry thither all foreign goods
which may be carried in their own or any other ves-
sels, except tobaccoes not of our own growth; and
they participate with theirs, the exclusive carriage
of our whale oils and tobaccoes.

During their former government, our tobacco was
under a monopoly, but paid no duties; and our ships
were freely sold in their ports and converted into
national bottoms. The first national assembly took
from our ships this privilege. They emancipated
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tobacco from its monopoly, but subjected it to duties
of eighteen livres, fifteen sous the quintal, carried in
their own vessels, and five livres carried in ours—a
difference more than equal to the freight of the
article.

They and their colonies consume what they re-
ceive from us.

Great Britain receives our pot and pearl ashes free,
whilst those of other nations pay a duty of two shil-
lings and three pence the quintal. There is an equal
distinction in favor of our bar iron; of which article,
however, we do not produce enough for our own use.
Woods are free from us, whilst they pay some small
duty from other countries. Indigo and flax-seed are
free from all countries. Our tar and pitch pay
eleven pence, sterling, the barrel. From other alien
countries they pay about a penny and a third
more.

Our tobacco, for their own consumption, pays one
shilling and three pence, sterling, the pound, custom
and excise, besides heavy expenses of collection; and
rice, in the same case, pays seven shillings and four
pence, sterling, the hundred weight; which render-
ing it too dear, as an article of common food, it is
consequently used in very small quantity.

Our salted fish and other salted provisions, except
bacon, are prohibited. Bacon and whale oils are
under prohibitory duties, so are our grains, meals,
and bread, as to internal consumption, unless in
times of such scarcity as may raise the price of wheat
to fifty shillings, sterling, the quarter, and other
grains and meals in proportion.
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Our ships, though purchased and navigated by
their own subjects, are not permitted to be used,
even in their trade with us.

While the vessels of other nations are secured by
standing laws, which cannot be altered but by the
concurrent will of the three branches of the British
legislature, in carrying thither any produce or manu-
facture of the country to which they belong, which
may be lawfully carried in any vessels, ours, with
the same prohibition of what is foreign, are further
prohibited by a standing law (12 Car. 2, 18, sect. 3),
from carrying thither all and any of our own domes-
tic productions and manufactures. A subsequent
act, indeed, has authorized their executive to per-
mit the carriage of our own productions in our own
bottoms, at its sole discretion; and the permission
has been given from year to year by proclamation,
but subject every moment to be withdrawn on that
single will; in which event, our vessels having any-
thing on board, stand interdicted from the entry of
all British ports. The disadvantage of a tenure
which may be so suddenly discontinued, was ex-
perienced by our merchants on a late occasion,*
when an official notification that this law would be
strictly enforced, gave them just apprehensions for
the fate of their vessels and cargoes despatched or
destined for the ports of Great Britain. The minis-
ter of that court, indeed, frankly expressed his per-
sonal convictions that the words of the order went
farther than was intended, and so he afterwards
officially informed us; but the embarrassments of

t April 12, 1792.—T. J.
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the moment were real and great, and the possibility
of their renewal lays our commerce to that country
under the same species of discouragement as to
other countries, where it is regulated by a single
legislator; and the distinction is too remarkable not
to be noticed, that our navigation is excluded from
the security of fixed laws, while that security is given
to the navigation of others.

Our vessels pay in their ports one shilling and nine
pence, sterling, per ton, light and trinity dues, more
than is paid by British ships, except in the port of
London, where they pay the same as British.

The greater part of what they receive from us, is
re-exported to other countries, under the useless
charges of an intermediate deposit, and double
voyage. From tables published in England, and
composed, as is said, from the books of their custom-
houses, it appears, that of the indigo imported there
in the years 1773, ’4, '5, one-third was re-exported;
and from a document of authority, we learn, that of
the rice and tobacco imported there before the war,
four-fifths were re-exported. We are assured, in-
deed, that the quantities sent thither for re-exporta-
tion since the war, are considerably diminished, yet
less so than reason and national interest would dic-
tate. The whole of our grain is re-exported when
wheat is below fifty shillings the quarter, and other
grains in proportion.

The Uwnited Netherlands prohibit our pickled beef
and pork, meals and bread of all sorts, and lay a
prohibitory duty on spirits distilled from grain.

All other of our productions are received on varied
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duties, which may be reckoned, on a medium, at
about three per cent.

They consume but a small proportion of what they
receive. The residue is partly forwarded for con-
sumption in the inland parts of Europe, and partly
re-shipped to other maritime countries. On the
latter portion they intercept between us and the
consumer, so much of the value as is absorbed in
the charges attending an intermediate deposit.

Foreign goods, except some East India articles,
are received in vessels of any nation.

Our ships may be sold and neutralized there, with
exceptions of one or two privileges, which somewhat
lessen their value.

Denmark lays considerable duties on our tobacco
and rice, carried in their own vessels, and half as
much more, if carried in ours; but the exact amount
of these duties is not perfectly known here. They
lay such duties as amount to prohibitions on our
indigo and corn.

Sweden receives favorably our grains and meals,
salted provisions, indigo, and whale oil.

They subject our rice to duties of sixteen mills the
pound weight, carried in their own vessels, and of
forty per cent. additional on that, or twenty-two
and four-tenths mills, carried in ours or any others.
Being thus rendered too dear as an article of common
food, little of it is consumed with them. They con-
sume some of our tobaccoes, which they take circuit-
ously through Great Britain, levying heavy duties
on them also; their duties of entry, town duties, and
excise, being 4.34 dollars the hundred weight, if



108 The Writings of [x793

carried in their own vessels, and of forty per cent. on
that additional, if carried in our own or any other
vessels.

They prohibit altogether our bread, fish, pot and
pearl ashes, flax-seed, tar, pitch, and turpentine,
wood (except oak timber and masts), and all foreign
manufactures.

Under so many restrictions and prohibitions, our
navigation with them is reduced to almost nothing.

With our neighbors, an order of things much
harder presents itself.

Spain and Portugal refuse, to all those parts of
America which they govern, all direct intercourse
with any people but themselves. The commodities
in mutual demand between them and their neigh-
bors, must be carried to be exchanged in some port
of the dominant country, and the transportation
between that and the subject state, must be in a
domestic bottom.

France, by a standing law, permits her West India
possessions to receive directly our vegetables, live
provisions, horses, wood, tar, pitch, turpentine, rice,
and maize, and prohibits our other bread stuff; but
a suspension of this prohibition having been left to
the colonial legislatures, in times of scarcity, it was
formerly suspended occasionally, but latterly with-
out interruption.

Our fish and salted provisions (except pork) are
received in their islands under a duty of three
colonial livres the quintal, and our vessels are as
free as their own to carry our commodities thither,
and to bring away rum and molasses.
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Great Britain admits in her islands.our vegetables,
live provisions, horses, wood, tar, pitch, and turpen-
tine, rice and bread stuff, by a proclamation of her
executive, limited always to the term of a year, but
hitherto renewed from year to year. She prohibits
our salted fish and other salted provisions. She
does not permit our vessels to carry thither our own
produce. Her vessels alone may take it from us,
and bring in exchange rum, molasses, sugar, coffee,
cocoa-nuts, ginger, and pimento. There are, indeed,
some freedoms in the island of Dominica, but, under
such circumstances, as to be little used by us. In
the British continental colonies, and in Newfound-
land, all our productions are prohibited, and our
vessels forbidden to enter their ports. Their govern-
ors, however, in times of distress, have power to
permit a temporary importation of certain articles
in their own bottoms, but not in ours.

Our citizens cannot reside as merchants or factors
within any of the British plantations, this being ex-
pressly prohibited by the same statute of 12 Car. 2,
c. 18, commonly called the navigation act.

In the Danish American possessions a duty of s
per cent. is levied on our corn, corn meal, rice,
tobacco, wood, salted fish, indigo, horses, mules and
live stock, and of 10 per cent. on our flour, salted
pork and beef, tar, pitch and turpentine.

In the American islands of the United Netherlands
and Sweden, our vessels and produce are received,
subject to duties, not so heavy as to have been com-
plained of; but they are heavier in the Dutch pos-
sessions on the continent.
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To sum up these restrictions, so far as they are
important:

First. In Europe—

Our bread stuff is at most times under prohibitory
duties in England, and considerably dutied on re-
exportation from Spain to her colonies.

Our tobaccoes are heavily dutied in England,
Sweden and France, and prohibited in Spain and
Portugal.

Our rice is heavily dutied in England and Sweden,
and prohibited in Portugal.

Our fish and salted provisions are prohibited in
England, and under prohibitory duties in France.

Our whale oils are prohibited in England and
Portugal.

And our vessels are denied naturalization in Eng-
land, and of late in France.

Seconp. In the West Indies—

All intercourse is prohibited with the possessions
of Spain and Portugal.

Our salted provisions and fish are prohibited by
England.

Our salted pork and bread stuff (except maize)
are received under temporary laws only, in the
dominions of France, and our salted fish pays there
a weighty duty.

Turp. In the article of navigation—

Our own carriage of our own tobacco is heavily
dutied in Sweden, and lately in France.

We can carry no article, not of our own production,
to the British ports in Europe. Nor even our own
produce to her American possessions.
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Such being the restrictions on the commerce and
navigation of the United States; the question is, in
what way they may best be removed, modified or
counteracted?

As to commerce, two methods occur. 1. By
friendly arrangements with the several nations with
whom these restrictions exist; Or, 2. By the separate
act of our own legislatures for countervailing their
effects.

There can be no doubtbut that of these two, friendly
arrangements is the most eligible. Instead of em-
barrassing commerce under piles of regulating laws,
duties, and prohibitions, could it be relieved from
all its shackles in all parts of the world, could every
country be employed in producing that which nature
has best fitted it to produce, and each be free to ex-
change with others mutual surplusses for mutual
wants, the greatest mass possible would then be pro-
duced of those things which contribute to human
life and human happiness; the numbers of mankind
would be increased, and their condition bettered.

Would even a single nation begin with the United
States this system of free commerce, it would be
advisable to begin it with that nation; since it is one
by one only that it can be extended to all. Where
the circumstances of either party render it expedient
to levy a revenue, by way of impost, on commerce,
its freedom might be modified, in that particular, by
mutual and equivalent measures, preserving it entire
in all others.

Some nations, not yet ripe for free commerce in all
its extent, might still be willing to mollify its re-
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strictions and regulations for us, in proportion to the
advantages which an intercourse with us might offer.
Particularly they may concur with us in reciprocating
the duties to be levied on each side, or in compensat-
ing any excess of duty by equivalent advantages of
another nature. Our commerce is certainly of a
character to entitle it to favor in most countries.
The commodities we offer are either necessaries of
life, or materials for manufacture, or convenient
subjects of revenue; and we take in exchange, either
manufactures, when they have received the last
finish of art and industry, or mere luxuries. Such
customers may reasonably expect welcome and
friendly treatment at every market. Customers,
too, whose demands, increasing with their wealth
and population, must very shortly give full employ-
ment to the whole industry of any nation whatever,
in any line of supply they may get into the habit of
calling for from it.

But should any nation, contrary to our wishes,
suppose it may better find its advantage by con-
tinuing its system of prohibitions, duties and regu-
lations, it behooves us to protect our citizens, their
commerce and navigation, by counter prohibitions,
duties and regulations, also. Free commerce and
navigation are not to be given in exchange for re-
strictions and vexations; nor are they likely to pro-
duce a relaxation of them.

Our navigation involves still higher considerations.
As a branch of industry, it is valuable, but as a re-
source of defence, essential.

Its value, as a branch of industry, is enhanced by
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the dependence of so many other branches on it.
In times of general peace it multiplies competitors
for employment in transportation, and so keeps that
at its proper level; and in times of war, that is to
say, when those nations who may be our principal
carriers, shall be at war with each other, if we have
not within ourselves the means of transportation,
our produce must be exported in belligerent vessels,
at the increased expence of war-freight and insur-
ance, and the articles which will not bear that, must
perish on our hands.

But it is as a resource of defence that our naviga-
tion will admit neither negligence nor forbearance.
The position and circumstances of the United States -
leave them nothing to fear on their land-board,
and nothing to desire beyond their present rights.
But on their seaboard, they are open to injury,
and they have there, too, a commerce which must
be protected. This can only be done by possess-
ing a respectable body of citizen-seamen, and of
artists and establishments in readiness for ship-
building.

Were the ocean, which is the common property of
all, open to the industry of all, so that every person
and vessel should be free to take employment wher-
ever it could be found, the United States would
certainly not set the example of appropriating to
themselves, exclusively, any portion of the common
stock of occupation. They would rely on the enter-
prise and activity of their citizens for a due participa-
tion of the benefits of the seafaring business, and for
keeping the marine class of citizens equal to their

voL. vi.—8,
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object. But if particular nations grasp at undue
shares, and, more especially, if they seize on the
means of the United States, to convert them into
aliment for their own strength, and withdraw them
entirely from the support of those to whom they
belong, defensive and protecting measures become
necessary on the part of the nation whose marine
resources are thus invaded; or it will be disarmed
of its defence; its productions will lie at the mercy
of the nation which has possessed itself exclusively of
the means of carrying them, and its politics may
be influenced by those who command its commerce.
The carriage of our own commodities, if once estab-
lished in another channel, cannot be resumed in the
moment we may desire. If we lose the seamen and
artists whom it now occupies, we lose the present
means of marine defence, and time will be requisite
to raise up others, when disgrace or losses shall bring
home to our feelings the error of having abandoned
them. The materials for maintaining our due share
of navigation, are ours in abundance. And, as to
the mode of using them, we have only to adopt
the principles of those who put us on the defens-
ive, or others equivalent and better fitted to our
circumstances.

The following principles, being founded in re-
ciprocity, appear perfectly just, and to offer no
cause of complaint to any nation.

1. Where a nation imposes high duties on our pro-
ductions, or prohibits them altogether, it may be
proper for us to do the same by theirs; first burden-
ing or excluding those productions which they bring
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here, in competition with our own of the same kind;
selecting next, such manufactures as we take from
them in greatest quantity, and which, at the same
time, we could the soonest furnish to ourselves, or
obtain from other countries; imposing on them
duties lighter at first, but heavier and heavier after-
wards, as other channels of supply open. Such
duties having the effect of indirect encouragement
to domestic manufactures of the same kind, may
induce the manufacturer to come himself into these
States, where cheaper subsistence, equal laws, and
a vent of his wares, free of duty, may insure him the
highest profits from his skill and industry. And
here, it would be in the power of the State govern-
ments to co-operate essentially, by opening the re-
sources of encouragement which are under their
control, extending them liberally to artists in those
particular branches of manufacture for which their
soil, climate, population and other circumstances
have matured them, and fostering the precious
efforts and progress of household manufacture, by
some patronage suited to the nature of its objects,
guided by the local informations they possess, and
guarded against abuse by their presence and atten-
tions. The oppressions on our agriculture, in foreign
ports, would thus be made the occasion of relieving
it from a dependence on the councils and conduct of
others, and of promoting arts, manufactures and
population at home.

2. Where a nation refuses permission to our mer-
chants and factors to reside within certain parts of
their dominions, we may, if it should be thought
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expedient, refuse residence to theirs in any and every
part of ours, or modify their transactions.

3. Where a nation refuses to receive in our vessels
any productions but our own, we may refuse to
receive, in theirs, any but their own productions.
The first and second clauses of the bill reported
by the committee, are well formed to effect this
object.

4. Where a nation refuses to consider any vessel
as ours which has not been built within our terri-
tories, we should refuse to consider as theirs, any
vessel not built within their territories.

5. Where a nation refuses to our vessels the car-
riage even of our own productions, to certain coun-
tries under their domination, we might refuse to
theirs of every description, the carriage of the same
productions to the same countries. But as justice
and good neighborhood would dictate that those who
have no part in imposing the restriction on us,
should not be the victims of measures adopted to
defeat its effect, it may be proper to confine the
restrictions to vessels owned or navigated by any
subjects of the same dominant power, other than
the inhabitants of the country to which the said
productions are to be carried. And to prevent all
inconvenience to the said inhabitants, and to our
own, by too sudden a check on the means of
transportation, we may continue to admit the ves-
sels marked for future exclusion, on an advanced
tonnage, and for such length of time only, as
may be supposed necessary to provide against that
inconvenience.
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The establishment of some of these principles
by Great Britain, alone, has already lost to us
in our commerce with that country and its pos-
sessions, between eight and nine hundred vessels
of near g4o0,000 tons burden, according to state-
ments from official materials, in which they have
confidence. This involves a proportional loss of
seamen, shipwrights, and ship-building, and is too
serious a loss to admit forbearance of some effectual
remedy.

It is true we must expect some inconvenience in
practice from the establishment of discriminating
duties. But in this, as in so many other cases, we
are left to choose between two evils. These incon-
veniences are nothing when weighed against the loss
of wealth and loss of force, which will follow our
perseverance in the plan of indiscrimination. When
once it shall be perceived that we are either in the
system or in the habit of giving equal advantages to
those who extinguish our commerce and navigation
by duties and prohibitions, as to those who treat
both with liberality and justice, liberality and justice
will be converted by all into duties and prohibitions.
It is not to the moderation and justice of others we
are to trust for fair and equal access to market with
our productions, or for our due share in the trans-
portation of them; but to our own means of inde-
pendence, and the firm will to use them. Nor do
the inconveniences of discrimination merit considera-
tion. Not one of the nations before mentioned,
perhaps not a commercial nation on earth, is with-
out them. In our case one distinction alone will
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suffice: that is to say, between nations who favor
our productions and navigation, and those who do
not favor them. Omne set of moderate duties, say
the present duties, for the first, and a fixed advance
on these as to some articles, and prohibitions as to
others, for the last.

Still, it must be repeated that friendly arrange-
ments are preferable with all who will come into
them; and that we should carry into such arrange-
ments all the liberality and spirit of accommodation
which the nature of the case will admit.

France has, of her own accord, proposed nego-
tiations for improving, by a new treaty on fair
and equal principles, the commercial relations of the
two countries. But her internal disturbances have
hitherto prevented the prosecution of them to effect,
though we have had repeated assurances of a con-
tinuance of the disposition.

Proposals of friendly arrangement have been made
on our part, by the present government, to that of
Great Britain, as the message states; but, being
already on as good a footing in law, and a better in
fact, than the most favored nation, they have not,
as yet, discovered any disposition to have it meddled
with.

We have no reason to conclude that friendly ar-
rangements would be declined by the other nations,
with whom we have such commercial intercourse as
may render them important. In the meanwhile it
would rest with the wisdom of Congress to determine
whether, as to those nations, they will not surcease
ex parte regulations, on the reasonable presumption
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that they will concur in doing whatever justice and
moderation dictate should be done.

TO THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL J. MsS.

(EDMUND RANDOLPH)

PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 18. 1793

Sir,—The Minister Plenipotentiary of France has
inclosed to me the copy of a letter of the 16th inst.
which he addressed to you, stating that some libellous
publications had been made against him by mr. Jay,
chief Justice of the U. S. & mr. King, one of the
Senators for the state of New York, & desiring that
they might be prosecuted. This letter has been laid
before the President, according to the request of
the Minister, & the President, never doubting your
readiness on all occasions to perform the functions
of your office, yet thinks it incumbent on him to
recommend it specially on the present occasion, as
it concerns a public character peculiarly entitled to
the protection of the laws. On the other hand, as
our citizens ought not be to vexed with groundless
prosecutions, duty to them requires it to be added,
that if you judge the prosecution in question to be
of that nature, you consider this recommendation
as not extending to it; it’s only object being to
engage you to proceed in this case according to
the duties of your office, the laws of the land &
the privileges of the parties concerned. I have the

honor &c.
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OPINION ON NEUTRAL TRADE

Dec. z0th, 1793.
Explanation of the origin of the principle that ‘‘free
bottoms make free goods

A doubt being entertained whether the use of the
word modern, as applied to the law of nations in the
President’s proclamation, be not inconsistent with
ground afterwards taken in a letter to Genet, I will
state the matter while it is fresh in my mind,—
beginning it from an early period.

It cannot be denied that according to the general
law of nations, the goods of an enemy are lawful
prize in the bottom of a friend, and the goods of a
friend privileged in the bottom of an enemy; or in
other words, that the goods follow the owner. The
inconvenience of this principle in subjecting neutral
vessels to vexatious searches at sea, has for more
than a century rendered it usual for nations to sub-
stitute a conventional principle that the goods shall
follow the bottom, instead of the matural one before
mentioned. France has done it in all her treaties;
so I believe had Spain, before the American Revo-
lution. Britain had not done it. When that war
had involved those powers, Russia, foreseeing that
her commerce would be much harassed by the
British ships, engaged Denmark, Sweden, and Por-
tugal to arm, and to declare that the conventional
principle should be observed by the powers at war,
towards neutrals, and that they would make common
cause against the party who should violate it; de-
claring expressly, at the same time, that that Con-
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vention should be in force only during the war then
existing. Holland acceded to the Convention, and
Britain instantly attacked her. But the other
neutral powers did not think proper to comply with
their stipulation of making common cause. France
declared at once that she would conform to the con-
ventional principle. This in fact imposed no new
obligation on her, for she was already bound by
her treaties with all those powers to observe that
principle. Spain made the same declaration. Con-
gress gave similar orders to their vessels; but Con-
gress afterwards gave instructions to their ministers
abroad not to engage them in any future combina-
tion of powers for the general enforcement of the
conventional principle that goods should follow the
bottom, as this might at some time or other engage
them in a war for other nations; but to introduce the
principle separately with every nation by the treaties
they were authorized to make with each. It had
been already done with France and Holland, and it
was afterwards done with Prussia, and made a
regular part in every treaty they proposed to others.
After the war, Great Britain established it between
herself and France. When she engaged in the
present war with France, it was thought extremely
desirable for us to get this principle admitted by her,
and hoping that as she had acceded to it in one in-
stance, she might be induced to admit it as a prin-
ciple now settled by the common consent of nations,
(for every nation, belligerent or neutral, had stipu-
lated it on one or more occasions,) that she might be
induced to consider it as now become a conventional
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law of nations, I proposed to insert the word modern
in the proclamation, to open upon her the idea that
we should require the acquiescence in that principle
as the condition of our remaining in peace. It was
thought desirable by the other gentlemen; but hav-
ing no expectation of any effect from it, they ac-
quiesced in the insertion of the word, merely to
gratify me. I had another view, which I did not
mention to them, because I apprehended it would
occasion the loss of the word.

By the ancient law of nations, e. g. in the time of
the Romans, the furnishing a limited aid of troops,
though stipulated, was deemed a cause of war. In
latter times, it is admitted not to be a cause of war.
This is one of the improvements in the law of na-
tions. I thought we might conclude, by parity of
reasoning, that the guaranteeing a limited portion
of territory, in a stipulated case might not, by the
modern law of nations, be a cause of war. I there-
fore meant by the introduction of that word, to lay
the foundation of the execution of our guarantee, by
way of negotiation with England. The word was,
therefore, introduced, and a strong letter was written
to Mr. Pinckney to observe to Great Britain that we
were bound by our treaties with the other belligerent
powers to observe certain principles during this war:
that we were willing to observe the same principles
towards her; and indeed, that we considered it as
essential to proceed by the same rule to all, and to
propose to her to select those articles concerning our
conduct in a case of our neutrality from any one of our
treaties which she pleased; or that we would take
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those from her own treaty with France, and make a
temporary Convention of them for the term of the
present war; and he was instructed to press this
strongly. I told Genet that we had done this; but
instead of giving us time to work our principles into
effect by negotiation, he immediately took occasion
in a letter, to threaten that if we did not resent the
conduct of the British in taking French property in
American bottoms and protect their goods by ef-
fectual measures (meaning by arms), he would give
direction that the principle of our treaty of goods
following the bottom should be disregarded. He
was, at the same time, in the habit of keeping our
goods taken in British bottoms; so that they were
to take the gaining alternative of each principle, and
give us the losing one. It became necessary to op-
pose this in the answer to his letter, and it was im-
possible to do it soundly, but by placing it on its
own ground, to wit: that the law of nations estab-
lished as a general rule that goods should follow the
owner, and that the making them follow the vessel
was an exception depending on special conventions
only in those cases where the Convention had been
made: that the exception had been established by
us in our treaties with France, Holland, and Prussia,
and that we should endeavor to extend it to Eng-
land, Spain, and other powers; but that till it was
done, we had no right to make war for the enforce-
ment of it. He thus obliged us to abandon in the
first moment the ground we were endeavoring to
gain, that is to say, his ground against England and
Spain, and to take the very ground of England and
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Spain against him. This was my private reason for
proposing the term modern in the proclamation; that
it might reserve us a ground to obtain the very
things he wanted. But the world, who knew no-
thing of these private reasons, were to understand
by the expression the modern law of nations, that
law with all the improvements and mollifications of
it which an advancement of civilization in modern
times had introduced. It does not mean strictly
anything which is not a part of the law of nations in
modern times, and therefore could not be inconsistent
with theground taken inthe letter of Genet, whichwas
that of the law of nations, and by no means could be
equivalent to a declaration by the President of the
specific principle, that goods should follow the bottom.

TO MARTHA JEFFERSON RANDOLPH 3. Mss.
PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 22. 1793.

My DEAR MARTHA.—In my letter of this day fort-
night to mr. Randolph, and that of this day week to
Maria, I mentioned my wish that my horses might
meet me at Fredericksburg, on the 12th of January.
I now repeat it, lest those letters should miscarry.
The President made yesterday, what I hope will be
the last set at me to continue; but in this I am now
immovable, by any considerations whatever. My
books & remains of furniture embark tomorrow for
Richmond. These will be as much in bulk as what
went before. I think to address them to Colo.
Gamble. As I retained the longest here the things
most necessary, they are of course those I shall want
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soonest when I get home. Therefore I would wish
them, after their arrival to be carried up in preference
to the packages formerly sent. The N°* most want-
ing will begin at 67. I hope that by the next post I
shall be able to send mr. Randolph a printed copy of
our correspondence with mr. Genet & mr. Ham-
mond, as communicated to Congress. They are now
in the press. Our affairs with England & Spain have
a turbid appearance. The letting loose the Algerines
on us, which has been contrived by England, has
produced peculiar irritation. I think Congress will
indemnify themselves by high duties on all articles of
British importation. If this should produce war tho’
not wished for, it seems not to be feared. My best
affections to mr Randolph, Maria. & our friends with
you. Kisses to the little ones. Adieu my dear
Martha. Yours with all love.

TO THE BRITISH MINISTER J. Mss.
(GEORGE HAMMOND)
PuiLapeLrHIA Decr. 26. 1793.

Sir,—Your letter of the 23rd instant, desiring an
ascertainment, in the mode pointed out in my letter
of Septr. 5. of the losses occasioned by waste, spolia-
tion, and detention, of the Sloop Hope, taken on the
1oth of August, by the privateer la Citoyen Genet,
brought into this port the 14th and restored on the
20th in consequence of the orders of this Govern-
ment, has been laid before the President.

I have observed to you in the letter of Sept. 5. that
we were bound by Treaties with three of the belliger-
ent powers, to protect their vessels on our coast &
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waters, by all the means in our power: that if these
means were sincerely used in any case, and should
fail in their effect, we should not be bound to make
compensation to those nations. Though these means
should be effectual, and restitution of the vessel be
made; yet if any unnecessary delay, or other de-
fault in using them should have been the cause of a
considerable degree of waste or spoliation, we should
probably, think we ought to make it good: but
whether the claim be for compensation of a vessel not
restored, or for spoliation before her restitution, it
must be founded on some default in the Government.

Though we have no treaty with Great Britain, we
are in fact in the course of extending the same treat-
ment to her, as to nations with which we are in
treaty: and we extend the effect of our stipulations
beyond our coasts & waters, as to vessels taken and
brought into our ports, by those which have been
illicitly armed in them. But still the foundation of
claim from hazard of them, must be some palpable
default on the part of our Government. Now none
such is alledged in the case of the sloop Hope. She
appears to have been delivered within 6 days after
her arrival in port, a shorter term than we can
possibly count upon in general. Perhaps too the
term may have been still shorter between notice to
the proper officer and restitution; for the time of
notice is not mentioned. This then, not being a case
where compensation seems justly demandable from
us, the President thinks it unnecessary to give any
order for ascertaining the degree of injury sustained.

I have stated to the President, the desire you ex-
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pressed to me in conversation, that the orders pro-
posed to be given for ascertaining damages, in the
special cases described in my letter of Sep. 5., should
be rendered general, so that a valuation might be
obtained by the officers of the Customs, whenever
applied to by a Consul, without the delay of sending
for the orders of the Executive in every special case.
The President is desirous not only that justice shall
be done, but that it shall be done in all cases without
delay. He therefore, will have such general orders
given to the collector of the customs in every state.
But you must be pleased to understand that the
valuation in such case, is to be a mere provisory
measure, not producing any presumption whatever
that the case is one of those whereon compensation
is due, but that the question whether it is due or
not shall remain as free and uninfluenced as if the
valuation had never been made. I have the honor
to be &c.

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT ON COMMERCE
[Dec. 30. 1793.]
The Secretary of State, to whom the President of the
United States referred the resolution of the House
of Representatives of December 24, 1793, desiring
the substance of all such laws, decrees, or ordin-
ances, respecting commerce tn any of the countries
with which the United States have commercial
sntercourse, as have been recetved by the Secretary
of State, and not already stated to the House in
his report of the 16th instant, reports:

That he has had an official communication of a
Decree rendered by the National Assembly of France



128 The Writings of [x793

on the 26th day of March last, of which the following
is a translation:

DECREE

‘“Exempting from all duties the subsistences and
other objects of supply in the Colonies, relative to
the United States, pronounced in the sitting of the
26th of March, 1793, 2d year of the French Republic.

““The National Convention, willing to prevent by
precise dispositions, the difficulties that might arise
relatively to the execution of its decree of the 1gth
February last, concerning the United States of
America—to grant favors to this ally-nation, and to
treat it, in its commercial relations with the Colonies
of France, in the same manner as the vessels of the
Republic—decree as follows:

‘“Art. 1. From the day of the publication of the
present decree in the French-American Colonies, the
vessels of the United States, of the burdens of sixty
tons at the least, laden only with meals and sub-
sistences, as well as the objects of supply announced
in article 2, of the arrét of 30th August, 1784, as also
lard, butter, salted salmon, and candies shall be
admitted into the ports of said Colonies exempt from
all duties. The same exemption shall extend to the
French vessels laden with the same articles, and
coming from a foreign port.

“Art. 2. The captains of vessels of the United
States, who, having brought into the French Ameri-
can Colonies the objects comprised in the above
article, wish to return to the territory of the said
States, may lade in the said Colonies, independent
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of sirups, rum, taffias, and French merchandises, a
quantity of coffee equivalent to the one-fiftieth of
the tonnage of every vessel, as also a quantity of
sugar equal to one-tenth, on conforming to the fol-
lowing articles:

“Art. 3. Every captain of an American vessel,
who wishes to make returns to the United States of
coffee and sugar of the French Colonies, shall make
it appear that his vessel entered therein with at least
two-thirds of her cargo, according to article 1. For
this purpose, he shall be obliged to transmit, within
twenty-four hours after his arrival, to the custom-
house of the place he may land at, a certificate of the
marine agents, establishing the guage of his vessel
and the effective tonnage of her cargo. The heads
of the said custom-houses shall assure themselves
that the exportation of the sugars and coffee does
not exceed the proportion fixed by the second article
of the present decree.

““Art. 4. The captains of vessels of the United
States of America shall not pay, on going from the
islands, as well as those of the Republic, but a duty
of 5 livres per quintal of indigo, 1o livres per thousand
weight of cotton, 5 livres per thousand weight of
coffee, 5 livres per thousand weight of brown and
clayed sugars, and 50 sols per thousand weight of
raw sugar. Every other merchandise shall be ex-
empt from duty on going out of the Colonies.

‘““Art. 5. The sugars and coffee which shall be
laden shall pay at the custom-houses which are es-
tablished in the colonies, or that shall be established,
in addition to the duties above fixed, those imposed

VOL. VIIL.—9.
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by the law of 19th March, 1791, on the sugars and
coffee imported from the said Colonies to France,
and conformably to the same law.

“Art. 6. The captains of vessels of the United
States, who wish to lade merchandises of the said
Colonies, for the ports of France, shall furnish the
custom-house at the place of departure with the
bonds required of the masters of French vessels by
the second article of the law of 1oth July, 1791, to
secure the unlading of these merchandises in the
ports of the Republic.

“Art. 7. The vessels of the nations with whom
the French Republic is not at war may carry to the
French American Colonies all the objects designated
by the present decree. They may also bring, into
the ports of the Republic only, all the productions
of the said Colonies, on the conditions announced in
the said decree, as well as that of 19th of February.

“Copy conformable to the original,

“GENET.”

That he has not received officially any copy of the
decree said to have been rendered by the same As-
sembly on the 27th day of July last, subjecting the
vessels of the United States laden with provisions to
be carried, against their will, into the ports of France,
and those having enemy goods on board to have
such goods taken out as legal prize.

That an ordinance has been passed by the Govern-
ment of Spain, on the gth day of June last, the sub-
stance of which has been officially communicated to
him in the following words, to wit:
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‘““Extract of an Ordinance that the inhabitants of
Louisiana, being deprived of their commerce with
France, (on account of the war,) as allowed by the
ordinance of January, 1782, &c., His Majesty con-
sidering that they and the inhabitants of the Floridas
cannot subsist without the means of disposing of
their productions and of acquiring those necessary
for their own consumption; for that purpose, and
to increase the national commerce—the commerce
of those provinces and their agriculture—has directed
the following articles to be provisionally observed:

“The inhabitants of the above-mentioned pro-
vinces to be allowed to commerce freely both in
Europe and America with all friendly nations who
have treaties of commerce with Spain; New Orleans,
Pensacola, and St. Augustine, to be ports for that
purpose. No exception as to the articles to be sent
or to be received. Every vessel, however, to be
subjected to touch at Corcubion, in Gallicia, or
Alicant, and to take a permit there, without which,
the entry not to be allowed in the ports above
mentioned.

“The articles of this commerce, carried on thus
directly between those provinces and foreign nations
to pay a duty of fifteen per cent. importation, ex-
cept negroes, who may be imported free of duty.
The productions and silver exported to purchase
those negroes to pay the six per. cent. exportation
duty. The exportation of silver to be allowed for
this purpose only.

“The commerce between Spain and those pro-
vinces to remain free. Spaniards to be allowed to
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observe the same rules and to fit out from the same
ports (in vessels wholly belonging to them, without
connexion with foreigners) for those provinces as
for the other Spanish Colonies.

“To remove all obstacles to this commerce, all
sorts of merchandise destined for Louisiana and the
Floridas (even those whose admission is prohibited
for other places) may be entered in the ports of
Spain, and, in like manner, tobacco and all other
prohibited articles may be imported into Spain from
these provinces, to be re-exported toforeigncountries.

“To improve this commerce and encourage the
agriculture of those provinces the importation of
foreign rice into the ports of Spain is prohibited, and
a like preference shall be given to the other produc-
tions of these provinces, when they shall suffice for
the consumption of Spain.

“All articles exported from Spain to these pro-
vinces shall be free of duty on exportation, and such
as being foreign, shall have paid duty on importation
into Spain, shall have it restored to exporters.

“These foreign articles, thus exported, to pay a
duty of three per. cent. on entry into those provinces.
Those which are not foreign to be free of duty.

“The articles exported from those provinces to
Spain to be free of duty, whether consumed in Spain
or re-exported to foreign countries.

“Those Spanish vessels which, having gone from
Spain to those provinces, should desire to bring back
productions from thence directly to the foreign ports
of Europe, may do it on paying a duty of exportation
of three per. cent.
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“ All vessels, both Spanish and foreign, sailing to
those provinces, to be prohibited from touching at
any other port in His Majesty’s American Dominions.

“No vessel to be fitted out from New Orleans,
Pensacola, or St. Augustine for any of the Spanish
islands or other Dominions in America, except for
some urgent cause, in which only the respective
Governors to give a permission, but without allow-
ing any other articles to be embarked than the pro-
ductions of those provinces.

“All foreign vessels purchased by His Majesty’s
subjects, and destined for this commerce, to be ex-
empted from those duties to which they are at
present subjected, they proving that they are abso-
lute and sole proprietors thereof.”

He takes this occasion to note an act of the British
Parliament of the 28 George III., chap. 6, which,
though passed before the epoch to which his report
aforesaid related, had escaped his researches. The
effect of it was to convert the proclamations regulat-
ing our direct intercourse with their West Indian
Islands into a standing law, and so far to remove
the unfavorable distinction between us and foreign
nations, stated in the report, leaving it, however, in
full force as to our circuitous intercourse with the
same islands, and as to our general intercourse,
direct and circuitous, with Great Britain and all her

other Dominions.
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TO DR. ENOCH EDWARDS J. MsS.

PHILADELPHIA, Decr. 30, 1793.

Dear Sir,—I have to acknolege the receipt of
your two favors of July 3oth. & Aug. 16. and thank
you for the information they contained. We have
now assembled a new Congress, being a fuller &
more equal representation of the people, and likely 1
think, to approach nearer to the sentiments of the
people in the demonstration of their own. They
have the advantage of a very full communication
from the Executive of the ground on which we stand
with foreign nations. Some very unpleasant trans-
actions have taken place here with Mr. Genet, of
which the world will judge, as the correspondence
is now in the press; as is also that with mr. Ham-
mond on our points of difference with his nation.
Of these you will doubtless receive copies. Had
they been out yet, I should have had the pleasure of
sending them to you; but to-morrow I resign my
office, and two days after set out for Virginia where
I hope to spend the remainder of my days in occu-
pations infinitely more pleasing than those to which
I have sacrificed 18. years of the prime of my life; I
might rather say 24. of them.—QOur campaign
against the Indians has been lost by an unsuccessful
effort to effect peace by treaty, which they pro-
tracted till the season for action was over. The
attack brought on us from the Algerines is a ray
from the same centre. I believe we shall endeavor
to do ourselves justice in a peaceable and rightful
way. We wish to have nothing to do in the present
war; but if it is to be forced upon us, I am happy to
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see in the countenances of all but our paper men a
mind ready made up to meet it, unwillingly, indeed,
but perfectly without fear. No nation has strove
more than we have done to merit the peace of all by
the most rigorous impartiality to all.—Sr John
Sinclair’s queries shall be answered from my retire-
ment. I am, with great esteem, dear Sir, your most
obedient servant.

TO THE FRENCH MINISTER

(EDMOND CHARLES GENET)

PHILADELPHIA, Decr. 31, 1793.

Sir,—I have laid before the President of the
United States your letter of the zoth instant, ac-
companying translations of the instructions given
you by the Executive Council of France to be dis-
tributed among the members of Congress, desiring
that the President will lay them officially before both
houses, and proposing to transmit successively other
papers, to be laid before them in like manner: and I
have it in charge to observe, that your functions as
the missionary of a foreign nation here, are confined
to the transactions of the affairs of your nation with
the Executive of the United States, that the com-
munications, which are to pass between the Execu-
tive and Legislative branches, cannot be a subject
for your interference, and that the President must
be left to judge for himself what matters his duty
or the public good may require him to propose to
the deliberations of Congress. I have therefore the
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honor of returning you the copies sent for distribu-
tion, and of being, with great respect, Sir, your most
obedient, and most humble servant.

TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES j. mss.

PuIiLADELPHIA, Dec. 31, 1793.

DEeAr Sir,—Having had the honor of communi-
cating to you in my letter of the last of July, my pur-
pose of retiring from the office of Secretary of State
at the end of the month of September, you were
pleased for particular reasons, to wish it’s postpone-
ment to the close of the year. That term being now
arrived, & my propensities to retirement daily more
& more irresistible, I now take the liberty of resign-
ing the office into your hands. Be pleased to accept
with it my sincere thanks for all the indulgences
which you have been so good as to exercise towards
me in the discharge of it’s duties. Conscious that
my need of them has been great, I have still ever
found them greater, without any other claim on my
part than a firm pursuit of what has appeared to me
to be right, and a thorough disdain of all means
which were not as open & honorable, as their object
was pure. I carry into my retirement a lively sense
of your goodness, & shall continue gratefully to re-
member it. With very sincere prayers for your life,
health and tranquility, I pray you to accept the
homage of the great & constant respect & attach-
ment with which I have the honor to be Dear Sir
your most obedient &c.
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TO ARCHIBALD STUART ®
MONTICELLO Jan. 26. 1794.

DEAR Sir,—Your favor of the 22d has been duly
received, and, in consequence of it, my manager Mr.
Biddle now sets out for the sheep, as the approach of
yearning season leaves no time to spare as to them.
I could have wished to have made one trip serve for
them & the potatoes, but I am advised that the latter
would be in danger of freezing on the road. I must
therefore, as to them wait for milder weather. I
arrived at home on the 15™ inst. When I left Phila-
delphia there was a great dearth of foreign news.
Since my arrival here there are rumors favorable to
France; but I know nothing particular. The Fed-
eral house of Representatives had given some pleas-
ing expectations of their dispositions, by one or two
leading votes. However, Mr. Madison’s proposi-
tions, set for the 13% inst. would be a better proof of
‘the character of the majority. I think the next
week’s post may bring us some vote or votes on them
which may indicate what we are to expect.—Now
settled at home as a farmer I shall hope you will
never pass without calling, and that you will make
this your head quarters whenever you visit the
neighborhood. Accept sincere assurances of my
friendship & respect.

TO EDMUND RANDOLPH J. MsS.

MonTIicELLO, Feb. 3, 1704.
DEAR S1r,—1I have to thank you for the transmis-
sion of the letters from Genl Gates, La Motte, &

t Prom the original in the possession of the Virginia Historical Society.
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Hauterive. I perceive by the latter, that the par-
tisans of the one or the other principle (perhaps of
both) have thought my name a convenient cover for
declarations of their own sentiments. What those
are to which Hauterive alludes, I know not, having
never seen a newspaper since I left Philadelphia (ex-
cept those of Richmond) and no circumstances
authorize him to expect that I should inquire into
them, or answer him. I think it is Montaigne who
has said, that ignorance is the softest pillow on which
a man can rest his head. I am sure it is true as to
everything political, and shall endeavor to estrange
myself to everything of that character. I indulge
myself on one political topic only, that is, in declaring
to my countrymen the shameless corruption of a por-
tion of the representatives to the 1% & 2¢ Congresses
and their implicit devotion to the treasury. I think
I do good in this, because it may produce exertions
to reform the evil, on the success of which the form
of the government is to depend. * * *

At Richmond, our market, no property of any form,
would command money even before the interruption
of business by the smallpox. Produce might be
bartered at a low price for goods at a high one. One
house alone bought wheat at all, & that on credit. I
take this to be the habitual state of the markets on
James river, to which shortlived exceptions have
existed when some particular cash commission for
purchases has been received from abroad. I know
not how it is on the other rivers, & therefore say
nothing as to them.

This is the first letter I have written to Philadel-
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phia since my arrival at home, & yours the only ones
I have received.

TO JAMES MADISON 3. Mss.
MonTiceLLo, Feb. 15, 1794.
DEAR Sir,—We are here in a state of great quiet,
having no public news to agitate us. I have never
seen a Philadelphia paper since I left that place, nor
learnt anything of later date except some successes
of the French the account of which seemed to have
come by our vessel from Havre. It was said yester-
day at our court that Genet was to be recalled: how-
ever nobody could tell how the information came.
We have been told that mr. Smith’s speech & your’s
also on your propositions have got into Davis’s
papers, but none of them have reached us. I could
not have supposed, when at Philadelphia, that so
little of what was passing there could be known even
at Kentucky, as is the case here. Judging from this
of the rest of the Union, it is evident to me that the
people are not in a condition either to approve or
disapprove of their government, nor consequently
influence it. * * *

TO JAMES MONROE 3. MSss.

MonTIcELLO Mar. 11, 1794.
DEaRr Sir,—The small pox at Richmond has cut
off the communication by post to or through that
place. I should have thought it duty to have
removed his office a little way out of town, that the
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communication might not have been interrupted, in-
stead of that it is said the inhabitants of the country
are to be prosecuted because they thought it better
to refuse a passage to his postriders than take the
smallpox from them. Straggling travellers who
have ventured into Rich™® now and then leave a
newspaper with Col? Bell. Two days ago we got
that with the debates on the postponement of mr.
Madison’s propositions. I have never received a
letter from Philadelphia since I left it except a line
or two from E. R. There is much enquiry for the
printed correspondence with Hammond, of which
no copy had come to Richmond some days ago. We
have heard of one at Staunton.

Our winter was mild till the middle of January, but
since the 229 of that month (when my observations
begun) it has been 23. mornings out of 49. below the
freezing point, and once as low as 14°. It hasalso
been very wet. Once a snow of 6. I. which lay 5.
days, and lately a snow of 4. I. which laid on the
plains 4. days. There have been very few ploughing
days since the middle of January, so that the farmers
were never backwarder in their preparations. Wheat
we are told is from 5/6 to 6/ at Richmond, but
whether cash can be got for it I have not heard. At
Milton it is 4/6 payable in goods only at from s5o. to
100. per cent above the Philadelphia prices, which
renders the wheat worth in fact half a dollar. I do
not believe that 1000 bushels of wheat could be sold
at Milton & Charlottesville for 1/ a bushel cash.
Such is the present scarcity of cash here, & the
general wretched situation of commerce in this coun-
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try. We are told that the market for wheat at
Richmond will cease on the departure of the French
fleet. * * *

TO JAMES MADISON MAD. MSS.
MONTICELLO, ApT. 3, 1704.

DEear Sir,—Our post having ceased to ride ever
since the inoculation began in Richmond, till now, I
received three days ago, & all together, your friendly
favors of March the 2d. 9. 12. 14. and Colo. Mon-
roe’s of Mar. the 3. & 16. I have been particularly
gratified by the receipt of the papers containing yours
& Smith’s discussion of your regulating propositions.
These debates had not been seen here but in a very
short & mutilated form. I am at no loss to ascribe
Smith’s speech to it’s true father. Every tittle of
it is Hamilton’s except the introduction. There is
scarcely anything there which I have not heard from
him in our various private tho’ official discussions.
The very turn of the arguments is the same, and
others will see as well as myself that the style is
Hamilton’s. The sophistry is too fine, too ingenious,
even to have been comprehended by Smith, much
less devised by him. His reply shews he did not
understand his first speech, as its general inferiority
proves it's legitimacy, as evidently as it does the
bastardy of the original. You know we had under-
stood that Hamilton had prepared a counter report,
& that some of his humble servants in the Senate
were to move a reference to him in order to produce
it. But I suppose they thought it would have a
better effect if fired off in the H. of Representatives.
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I find the Report, however, so fully justified, that the
anxieties with which I left it are perfectly quieted.
In this quarter, all espouse your propositions with
ardor, & without a dissenting voice. The rumor of
a declaration of war has given an opportunity of
seeing, that the people here, tho’ attentive to the
loss of value of their produce in such an event, yet
find in it a gratification of some other passions, &
particularly of their ancient hatred to Gr. Britain.
Still, I hope it will not come to that: but that the
proposition will be carried, and justice be done our-
selves in a peaceable way. As to the guarantee of
the French islands, whatever doubts may be enter-
tained of the moment at which we ought to interpose,
yet I have no doubt but that we ought to interpose
at a proper time, and declare both to England &
France that these islands are to rest with France,
and that we will make a common cause with the
latter for that object.—As to the naval armament,
the land armament, & the Marine fortifications which
are in question with you, I have no doubt they will
all be carried. Not that the monocrats & paper
men in Congress want war; but they want armies
& debts: and tho’ we may hope that the sound part
of Congress is now so augmented as to insure a
majority in cases of general interest merely, yet I
have always observed that in questions of expense,
where members may hope either for offices or jobs
for themselves or their friends, some few will be
debauched, & that is sufficient to turn the decision
where a majority is, at most, but small. I have
never seen a Philadelphia paper since I left it, till
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those you enclosed me; and I feel myself so thor-
oughly weaned from the interest I took in the pro-
ceedings there, while there, that I have never had a
wish to see one, and believe that I never shall take
another newspaper of any sort. I find my mind
totally absorbed in my rural occupations. * * *

TO JAMES MONROE MON. MSS.
MoNTICELLO Apr. 24. 94.

I wrote to Mr. Madison on the 3¢ inst. Since that

I have received his of Mar. 24. 26. 31. & Apr. 14. and
yours of Mar. 26. 31 & Apr. 2. which had been accu-
mulating in the post office of Richmond. The spirit
of war has grown much stronger in this part of the
country, as I can judge of myself, and in other parts
along the mountains from N. E. to S. W. as I have
had opportunities of learning by enquiry. Some
few very quiet people, not suffering themselves to
be inflamed as others are by kicks & cuffs Gt. Britain
has been giving us, express a wish to remain in peace.
But the mass of thinking men seem to be of opinion
that we have borne as much as to invite eternal in-
sults in future should not a very spirited conduct be
now assumed. For myself, I wish for peace, if it can
be preserved, salvé fide et honore. 1 learn by your
letters & mr. Madison’s that a special mission to
England is meditated, & H. the missionary. A more
degrading measure could not have been proposed:
and why is Pinckney to be recalled? For it is impos-
sible he should remain there after such a testimony
that he is not confided in. I suppose they think him
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not thorough fraud enough: I suspect too the mis-
sion, besides the object of placing the aristocracy of
this country under the patronage of that government,
has in view that of withdrawing H. from the disgrace
& the public execrations which sooner or later must
fall on the man who partly by erecting fictitious
debt, partly by volunteering in the payment of the
debts of others, who could have paid them so much
more conveniently themselves, has alienated for ever
all our ordinary & easy resources, & will oblige us
hereafter to extraordinary ones for every little con-
tingency out of the common line: and who has lately
brought the P. forward with manifestations that the
business of the treasury had got beyond the limits
of his comprehension:—Let us turn to more pleasing
themes.

TO JOHN ADAMS 3. Mss.
MoONTICELLO, Apr. 25, 1704.

DEAR Sir,—I am to thank you for the book you
were so good as to transmit me, as well as the letter
covering it, and your felicitations on my present
quiet. The difference of my present & past situation
is such as to leave me nothing to regret, but that my
retirement has been postponed four years too long.
The principles on which I calculate the value of life,
are entirely in favor of my present course. I return
to farming with an ardor which I scarcely knew in
my youth, and which has got the better entirely of
my love of study. Instead of writing 10. or 12.
letters a day, which I have been in the habit of doing
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as a thing of course, I put off answering my letters
now, farmer-like, till a rainy day, & then find it
sometimes postponed by other necessary occupa-
tions. The case of the Pays de Vaud is new to me.
The claims of both parties are on grounds which, I
fancy, we have taught the world to set little store by.
The rights of one generation will scarcely be con-
sidered hereafter as depending on the paper trans-
actions of another. My countrymen are groaning
under the insults of Gr Britain. I hope some means
will turn up of reconciling our faith & honor with
peace. I confess to you I have seen enough of one
war never to wish to see another. With wishes of
every degree of happiness to you, both public & pri-
vate, and with my best respects to mrs. Adams, I
am, your affectionate & humble servant.

TO JOHN TAYLOR J. MSS.
MonTICELLO May 1, 1704.

DEear Sir,—In my new occupation of a farmer I
find a good drilling machine indispensably necessary.
I remember your recommendation of one invented
by one of your neighbors; & your recommendation
suffices to satisfy me with it. I must therefore beg
of you to desire one to be made for me, & if you will
give me some idea of it’s bulk, & whether it could
travel here on it's own legs, I will decide whether to
send express for it, or get it sent around by Rich-
mond. Mention at the same time the price of it &1
will have it put in your hands.—I remember I showed
you, for your advice, a plan of a rotation of crops

VOL,. VIII.—10.
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which I had contemplated to introduce into my own
lands. On a more minute examination of my lands
than I had before been able to take since my return
from Europe, I find their degradation by ill-usage
much beyond what I had expected, & at the same
time much more open land than I had calculated on.
One of these circumstances forces a milder course of
cropping on me, & the other enables me to adopt it.
I drop therefore two crops in my rotation, & instead
of 5. crops in 8. years take 3. in 6. years, in the fol-
lowing order. 1. wheat. 2. corn & potatoes in the
strongest moiety, potatoes alone or peas alone in the
other moiety according to it’s strength. 3. wheat or
rye. 4.clover. 5. clover. 6. folding & buckwheat
dressing. In such of my fields as are too much worn
for clover, I propose to try Stoin, which I know will
grow in the poorest land, bring plentiful crops, & is a
great ameliorator. It is for this chiefly I want the
drilling machine as well as for Lucerne. My neigh-
bors to whom I had distributed some seed of the
Succory critybus, bro’t from France by Young, &
sent to the President, are much pleased with it. I
am trying a patch of it this year.—This drops from
the tip of Lazarus’ finger to cool your tongue. I
have thought even father Abraham would approve.
He refused it to Dives in the common hall, but in
yours he could not do it. Pray let me have a copy
of the pamphlet published on the subject of the bank.
Not even the title of it has ever been seen by my
neighbors. My best affections to the sound part of
our representation in both houses, which I calculate
to be 19/20th. Adieu. Your’s affectionately.
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TC TENCH COXE J. MSS.

MonTICELLO, May 1, 1794.

DEAR Sir,—Your several favors of Feb. 22, 27, &
March 16. which had been accumulating in Richmond
during the prevalence of the small pox in that place,
were lately brought to me, on the permission given
the post to resume his communication. I am par-
ticularly to thank you for your favor in forwarding
the Bee. Your letters give a comfortable view of
French affairs, and later events seem to confirm it.
Over the foreign powers I am convinced they will
triumph completely, & I cannot but hope that that
triumph, & the consequent disgrace of the invading
tyrants, is destined, in the order of events, to kindle
the wrath of the people of Europe against those who
have dared to embroil them in such wickedness, and
to bring at length, kings, nobles, & priests to the
scaffolds which they have been so long deluging with
human blood. I am still warm whenever I think of
these scoundrels, tho I do it as seldom as I can, pre-
ferring infinitely to contemplate the tranquil growth
of my lucerne & potatoes. I have so completely
withdrawn myself from these spectacles of usurpa-
tion & misrule, that I do not take a single newspaper,
nor read one a month; & I feel myself infinitely the
happier for it. We are alarmed here with the ap-
prehensions of war; and sincerely anxious that it
may be avoided; but not at the expense either of
our faith or honor. It seems much the general
opinion here, that the latter has been too much
wounded not to require reparation, & to seek it even
in war, if that be necessary. As to myself, I love
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peace, and I am anxious that we should give the
world still another useful lesson, by showing to them
other modes of punishing injuries than by war, which
is as much a punishment to the punisher as to the
sufferer. I love, therefore, mr. Clarke’s proposition
of cutting off all communication with the nation
which has conducted itself so atrociously. This, you
will say, may bring on war. If it does, we will meet it
like men; but it may not bring on war, & then the
experiment will have been a happy one. I believe
this war would be vastly more unanimously approved
than any one we ever were engaged in; because the
aggressions have been so wanton & bare-faced, and
so unquestionably against our desire.—I am sorry
mr. Cooper & Priestly did not take a more general
survey of our country before they fixed themselves.
I think they might have promoted their own advan-
tage by it, and have aided the introduction of our im-
provement where it is more wanting. The prospect
of wheat for the ensuing year is a bad one. This is
all the sort of news you can expect from me. From
you I shall be glad to hear all sort of news, & par-
ticularly any improvements in the arts applicable to
husbandry or household manufacture.

TO GEORGE WASHINGTON J. MsS.

MonTICELLO, May 14, 1794.
DEAR S1r,—I am honored with your favor of Apr.
24. and received, at the same time, mr. Bertrand’s
agricultural Prospectus. :Tho’ he mentions my
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having seen him at a particular place, yet I remem-
ber nothing of it, and observing that he intimates an
application for lands in America, I conceive his letter
meant for me as Secretary of state, & therefore I now
send it to the Secretary of state. He has given only
the heads of his demonstrations, so that nothing can
be conjectured of their details. Ld Kaims once pro-
posed an essence of dung, one pint of which should
manure an acre. If he or mr. Bertrand could have
rendered it so portable, I should have been one of
those who would have been greatly obliged to them.
I find on a more minute examination of my lands
than the short visits heretofore made to them per-
mitted, that a 10. years’ abandonment of them to the
unprincipled ravages of overseers, has brought on a
degree of degradation far beyond what I had ex-
pected. As this obliges me to adopt a milder course
of cropping, so I find that they have enabled me to
do it, by having opened a great deal of lands during
my absence. I have therefore determined on a
division of my farms into 6. fields, to be put under
this rotation: 1st. year, wheat; 2d., corn, potatoes,
peas; 3d., rye or wheat, according to circumstances;
4th. & sth., clover where the fields will bring it, &
buckwheat dressings where they will not; 6th, fold-
ing, and buckwheat dressings. But it will take me
from 3. to. 6. years to get this plan underway. I
am not yet satisfied that my acquisition of overseers
from the head of Elk has been a happy one, or that
much will be done this year towards rescuing my
plantation from their wretched condition. Time,
patience & perseverance must be the remedy; and
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the maxim of your letter, ‘‘slow & sure,” is not less
a good one in agriculture than in politics. I sincerely
wish it may extricate us from the event of a war, if
this can be done saving our faith and our rights. My
opinion of the British government is, that nothing
will force them to do justice but the loud voice of
their people, & that this can never be excited but by
distressing their commerce. But I cherish tran-
quillity too much, to suffer political things to enter
my mind at all. I do not forget that I owe you a
letter for mr. Young; but I am waiting to get full
information. With every wish for your health &
happiness, & my most friendly respects for mrs.
Washington, I have the honor to be, dear Sir, your
most obedient, and most humble servant.

TO JAMES MADISON 3. Mss.
MonTICELLO, May 15. 1704.

DEeaARr Sir,—I wrote you on the 3d. of April, and
since that have received yours of Mar. 24. 26. 31.
Apr. 14. & 28. and yesterday I received Colo Mon-
roe’s of the 4th. inst, informing me of the failure of
the Non-importation Bill in the Senate. This body
was intended as a check on the will of the Representa-
tives when too hasty. They are not only that, but
completely so on the will of the people also; and in
my opinion are heaping coals of fire, not only on their
persons, but on their body, as a branch of the legisla-
ture. I have never known a measure more universally
desired by the people than the passage of that bill.
It is not from my own observation of the wishes of
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the people that I would decide what they are, but
from that of the gentlemen of the bar, who move
much with them, & by their intercommunications
with each other, have, under their view, a greater
portion of the country than any other description of
men. It seems that the opinion is fairly launched
into public that they should be placed under the con-
trol of a more frequent recurrence to the will of their
constituents. This seems requisite to compleat the
experiment, whether they do more harm or good?
I wrote lately to mr. Taylor for the pamphlet on the
bank. Since that I have seen the “Definition of
parties,” and must pray you to bring it for me. It
is one of those things which merits to be preserved.
—_The safe arrival of my books at Richmond, & some
of them at home, has relieved me from anxiety, &
will not be indifferent to you. It turns out that our
fruit has not been as entirely killed as was at first
apprehended; some latter blossoms have yielded a
small supply of this precious refreshment. I was
so improvident as never to have examined at Phila-
delphia whether negro cotton & oznabrigs can be
had there; if you do not already possess the infor-
mation, pray obtain it before you come away. Our
spring has, on the whole, been seasonable; & the
wheat has much recovered as it’s thinness would
permit; but the crop must still be a miserable one.
There would not have been seed made but for the
extraordinary rains of the last month. Our highest
heat as yet has been 83. this was on the 4th. inst.
That Blake should not have arrived at the date of
your letter surprises me; pray inquire into that fact
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before you leave Philadelphia. According to Colo
Monroe’s letter this will find you on the point of
departure. I hope we shall see you here soon after
your return. Remember me affectionately to Colo
& mrs. Monroe, and accept the sincere esteem of,
dear Sir, your sincere friend and servant.

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 3. Mss.
(EDMUND RANDOLPH)
MonNTICELLO, Sep 7, 1794.

DEAR Sir,—Your favor of Aug 28. finds me in bed,
under a paroxysm of the Rheumatism which has now
kept me for ten days in constant torment, & presents
no hope of abatement. But the express & the nature
of the case requiring immediate answer, I write to
you under this situation. No circumstances, my
dear Sir, will ever more tempt me to engage in any-
thing public. I thought myself perfectly fixed in
this determination when I left Philadelphia, but
every day & hour since has added to it’s inflexibility.
It is a great pleasure to me to retain the esteem &
approbation of the President, and forms the only
ground of any reluctance at being unable to comply
with every wish of his. Pray convey these senti-
ments, & a thousand more to him, which my situa-
tion does not permit me to go into. But however
suffering by the addition of every single word to this
letter, I must add a solemn declaration that neither
Mr. J.* nor mr. ever mentioned to me one word

* Probably an allusion to Jaudenes and Viar, the Commissioners from
Spain.
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of any want of decorum in mr. Carmichael, nor any-
thing stronger or more special than stated in my
notes of the conversation. Excuse my brevity, my
dear Sir, and accept assurances of the sincere esteem
& respect with which I have the honor to be, your
affectionate friend and servant.

TO WILSON CARY NICHOLAS J. MsSs.

MonTiceLLo, Nov. 22, 1794.

DEear Sir,—I take the liberty of enclosing for
your perusal & consideration a proposal from a mr.
D’Ivernois, a Genevan, of considerable distinction
for science and patriotism, & that, too, of the repub-
lican kind, tho you will see that he does not carry it
<o far as our friends of the National Assembly of
France. While I was at Paris, I knew him as an
exile from his democratic principles, the aristocracy
having then the upper hand in Geneva. He is now
obnoxious to the democratic party. The sum of his
proposition is to translate the academy of Geneva in
a body to this country. You know well that the
colleges of Edinburgh & Geneva, as seminaries of
science, are considered as the two eyes of Europe;
While Great Britain & America give the preference
to the former, all other countries give it to the latter.
I am fully sensible that two powerful obstacles are
in the way of this proposition. 1st. The expense:
2dly. The communication of science in foreign lan-
guages; that is to say, in French or Latin; but I
have been so long absent from my own country as to
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be an incompetent judge either of the force of the
objections, or of the dispositions of those who are to
decide on them. The respectability of mr. D’Iver-
nois’ character, & that, too, of the proposition, re-
quire an answer from me, and that it should be given
on due inquiry. He desires secrecy to a certain
degree for the reasons which he explains. What I
have to request of you, my dear Sir, is, that you will
be so good as to consider his proposition, to consult
on it’s expediency and practicability with such
gentlemen of the Assembly as you think best, & take
such other measures as you shall find eligible to dis-
cover what would be the sense of that body, were the
proposition to be hazarded to them. If yourself &
friends approve of it, and think there is hope that the
Assembly would do so, your zeal for the good of our
country in general, & the promotion of science, as an
instrument towards that, will, of course, induce you
and them to bring it forward in such a way as you
shall judge best. If, on the contrary, you disapprove
of it yourselves, or think it would be desperate with
the Assembly, be so good as to return it to me with
such information as I may hand forward to mr.
D’Ivernois, to put him out of suspense. Keep the
matter by all means out of the public papers, and
particularly, if you please, do not couple my name
with the proposition if brought forward, because it is
much my wish to be in nowise implicated in public
affairs. It is necessary for me to appeal to all my
titles for giving you this trouble, whether founded
in representation, patriotism or friendship. The last,
however, as the broadest, is that on which I wish to
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rely, being with sentiments of very cordial esteem,
dear Sir, your sincere friend and humble servant.

TO WILLIAM BRANCH GILES 3. Mss.
MonTIceLLO Dec. 17, 94.

DEAR Sir,—I have made mr Bannisters’ affair the
subject of a separate letter, containing a full explana-
tion of it, because by giving in the letter it will give
you no other trouble. I will only add here, what
would have been too urging if expressed there that if
any thing be said of early paiment, I would rather
be allowed to draw on any one there for the money
than have it sent here.

The attempt which has been made to restrain the
liberty of our citizens meeting together, interchange-
ing sentiments on what subjects they please, & stat-
ing their sentiments in the public papers, has come
upon us a full century earlier than I expected. To
demand the censors of public measures to be given
up for punishment is to renew the demand of the
wolves in the fable that the sheep should give up
their dogs as hostages of the peace & confidence es-
tablished between them. The tide against our
constitution is unquestionably strong, but it will
turn. Every thing tells me so, and every day
verifies the prediction. Hold on then like a good &
faithful seaman till our brother-sailors can rouse
from their intoxication & right the vessel.—Make
friends with the trans-Alleganians. They are gone
if you do not. Do not let false pride make a tea-act
of your excise-law. Adieu. Yours affectionately.
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TO JAMES MADISON MAD. MSS.

MonTiceLLO, Dec. 28, 1794.

DEAR Sir,—I have kept mr. Jay’s letter a post or
two, with an intention of considering attentively the
observation it contains; but I have really now so
little stomach for anything of that kind, that I have
not resolution enough even to endeavor to under-
stand the observations. I therefore return the
letter, not to delay your answer to it, and beg you
in answering for yourself to assure him of my respects
and thankful acceptance of Chalmers’ Treaties,
which I do not possess, and if you possess yourself
of the scope of his reasoning, make any answer to it
you please for me. If it had been on the rotation of
my crops, I would have answered myself, lengthily
perhaps, put certainly con gusto.

The denunciation of the democratic societies is
one of the extraordinary acts of boldness of which
we have seen so many from the fraction of monocrats.
It is wonderful indeed, that the President should
have permitted himself to be the organ of such an
attack on the freedom of discussion, the freedom of
writing, printing & publishing. It must be a matter
of rare curiosity to get at the modifications of these
rights proposed by them, and to see what line their
ingenuity would draw between democratical societies,
whose avowed object is the nourishment of the re-
publican principles of our constitution, and the so-
ciety of the Cincinnati, a self-created one, carving out
for itself hereditary distinctions, lowering over our
Constitution eternally, meeting together in all parts
of the Union, periodically, with closed doors, ac-
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cumulating a capital in their separate treasury,
corresponding secretly & regularly, & of which
society the very persons denouncing the democrats
are themselves the fathers, founders, & high officers.
Their sight must be perfectly dazzled by the glitter-
ing of crowns & coronets, not to see the extravagance
of the proposition to suppress the friends of general
freedom, while those who wish to confine that free-
dom to the few, are permitted to go on in their
principles & practices. I here put out of sight the
persons whose misbehavior has been taken advan-
tage of to slander the friends of popular rights; and
I am happy to observe, that as far as the circle of
my observation & information extends, everybody
has lost sight of them, and views the abstract at-
tempt on their natural & constitutional rights in all
it’s nakedness. I have never heard, or heard of, a
single expression or opinion which did not condemn
it as an inexcusable aggression. And with respect
to the transactions against the excise law, it appears
to me that you are all swept away in the torrent of
governmental opinions, or that we do not know what
these transactions have been. We know of none
which, according to the definitions of the law, have
been anything more than riotous. There was in-
deed a meeting to consult about a separation. But
to consult on a question does not amount to a deter-
mination of that question in the affirmative, still
less to the acting on such a determination; but we
shall see, I suppose, what the court lawyers, &
courtly judges, & would-be ambassadors will make
of it. The excise law is an infernal one. The first
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error was to admit it by the Constitution; the 2d.,
to act on that admission; the 3d & last will be, to
make it the instrument of dismembering the Union,
& setting us all afloat to chuse which part of it we
will adhere to. The information of our militia, re-
turned from the Westward, is uniform, that tho the
people there let them pass quietly, they were objects
of their laughter, not of their fear; that 1ooo men
could have cut off their whole force in a thousand
places of the Alleganey; that their detestation of
the excise law is universal, and has now associated
to it a detestation of the government; & that
separation which perhaps was a very distant &
problematical event, is now near, & certain, & de-
termined in the mind of every man. I expected to
have seen some justification of arming one part of
the society against another; of declaring a civil war
the moment before the meeting of that body which
has the sole right of declaring war; of being so
patient of the kicks & scoffs of our enemies, & rising
at a feather against our friends; of adding a million
to the public debt & deriding us with recommenda-
tions to pay it if we can &c., &c. But the part of the
speech which was to be taken as a justification of
the armament, reminded me of parson Saunder’s
demonstration why minus into minus make plus.
After a parcel of shreds of stuff from Zsop’s fables,
and Tom Thumb, he jumps all at once into his Ergo,
minus multiplied into minus make plus. Just so
the 15,000 men enter after the fables, in the speech.
—However, the time is coming when we shall fetch
‘up the leeway of our vessel. The changes in your
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house, I see, are going on for the better, and even the
Augean herd over your heads are slowly purging off
their impurities. Hold on then, my dear friend,
that we may not shipwreck in the meanwhile. I
do not see, in the minds of those with whom I con-
verse, a greater affliction than the fear of your retire-
ment; but this must not be, unless to a more
splendid & a more efficacious post. There I should
rejoice to see you; I hope I may say, I shall re-
joice to see you. I have long had much in my
mind to say to you on that subject. But double
delicacies have kept me silent. I ought perhaps to
say, while I would not give up my own retirement
for the empire of the universe, how I can justify
wishing one whose happiness I have so much at
heart as yours, to take the front of the battle which
is fighting for my security. This would be easy
enough to be done, but not at the heel of a lengthy
epistle. * * ¥

NOTES FOR A CONSTITUTION * J. MsS.

Every male citizen of the commonwealth liable
to taxes or to militia duty in any county shall have
a right to vote for representatives for that county to
the legislature. The legislature shall provide that
returns be made to themselves periodically of the

qualified voters in every county, by their name and
qualiﬁcation_z The legislature shall consist of not

1 These rough notes are without date, but the paper is watermarked
1794.

2 On the margin is written the following:

“The legislature to provide for having periodical returns to them of
the qualified electors of every county, to wit, every man of full age
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and
from the whole number of qualified voters in the
commonwealth such an Unit of representation shall
from time to time be taken as will keep the number
of representatives within the limits of 150 and 300
allowing to every county. Ewverycounty shall send
a representative for every Unit & fraction exeeeding
of more than half an Unit as-aetually—votes-at-the
electionso—as—not—to—exeeed—the—number-ofrepre-
sentatives—last—allowedto—it—by the legislature it
contains.

Every elector may vote for as many representa-
tives as were allowed apportioned by the legislature
to his county at the last establishment of the Unit.

But—teo—many representatives—no—person—actually

ving £ : e Unit chall bo.d 1
elected;—except-that-where-more than half and less
than-the-whele-unit-vote. But so many only shall
be deemed elected as there are Units actually voting
on that particular election, adding one for any
fraction of votes exceeding the half Unit. Nor
shall more be deemed elected than the number
last apportioned. If a county has not a half unit of

who pays taxes to govrat. or is of militia. From the whole number of
qualified electors in the state, an Unit of representation to be obtained,
and every county to send a representative for every Unit or fraction
exceeding an half Unit which actually votes at the election. If a
county has not an half Unit, add its votes to another.

*“The Unit to be taken from time to time that the Legislature may
consist of not less than 750 nor more than 300.

*The legislature to be divided weekly by lot into 2 chambers, so that
the representatives of every county may be as equally divided between
the chambers as integral odd numbers will admit.

‘““The two chambers to proceed as distinct branches of the Legisla-
ture.”
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votes, the legislature shall incorporate its votes with
those of some adjoining county.

Older electors presenting themselves shall be re-
ceived to vote before younger one, & the legislature
shall provide for the secure and convenient claim
and exercise of this privilege of age.

The legislature shall consist of the representatives
to be chosen as before provided. Their acts shall
not be affected by any excess or defect of numbers
taking place between two periodical settlements of
the Unit.

The legislature shall form one house only for the
verification of their credentials, or for what relates
to their privileges. For all other business they
shall be separated by lot into two chambers, which
shall be called [a & w] on the first day of their session
in every week; which separation shall be effected by
presenting to the representatives from each county
separately a number of lots equal to their own num-
ber, if it be an even one or to the next even number
above, if their number be odd, one half of which lots
shall be distinctively marked for the one chamber
& the other half for the other, & each number shall
be, for that week, of the chamber whose lot he draws.
Members not present at the first drawing for the
week shall draw on their first attendance after.

Each chamber shall appoint a speaker for the
session & the two speakers it shall be weekly decided
by lot between the two speakers, of which chamber
each shall be for the ensuing week; and the chamber
to which he is allotted shall have one the less in the
lots presented to his colleagues for that week. Print-

VOL. VIII.—II.
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ing presses shall be free except as to false facts pub-
lished maliciously either to injure the reputation of
another, whether followed by pecuniary damage or
not, or to expose him to the punishment of the law.

The legislature shall have power to establish by
law the disqualification of representatives or other
officers.

TO JAMES MADISON J. MSS.
MonTICcELLO, Feb. 5, 95.

DEeAR Sir,—* * * We have had about 4. weeks of
winter weather, rather hard for our climate—many
little snows which did not lay 24. hours & one 9.I.
deep which remained several days. We have had
but few thawing days during the time.—It is gener-
ally feared here that your collegue F. Walker will
be in great danger of losing his election. His com-
petitor is indefatigable attending courts &c., and
wherever he is, there is a general drunkenness ob-
served, tho’ we do not know that it proceeds from
his purse.—Wilson Nicholas is attacked also in his
election. The ground on which the attack is made
is that he is a speculator. The explanations which
this has produced, prove it a serious crime in the
eyes of the people. But as far as I hear he is only
investing the profits of a first & only speculation.—
Almost every carriage-owner has been taken in for
a double tax: information through the newspapers
not being actual, tho’ legal, in a country where they
are little read. This circumstance has made almost
every man, so taken in, a personal enemy to the tax.
I escaped the penalty only by sending an express
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over the country to search out the officer the day
before the forfeiture would have been incurred.—
We presume you will return to Orange after the
close of the session & hope the pleasure of seeing
mrs. Madison & yourself here. I have past my
winter almost alone, mr & mrs Randolph being at
Varina. Present my best respects to mrs Madison,
& accept them affectionately yourself.

TO M. D'IVERNOIS J. MsSs.
MONTICELLO, IN VIRGINIA, Feb. 6, 1795.

DeaRr Sir,—Your several favors on the affairs of
Geneva found me here, in the month of December
last. It is now more than a year that I have with-
drawn myself from public affairs, which I never liked
in my life, but was drawn into by emergencies which
threatened our country with slavery, but ended in
establishing it free. I have returned, with infinite
appetite, to the enjoyment of my farm, my family &
my books, and had determined to meddle in nothing
beyond their limits. Your proposition, however, for
transplanting the college of Geneva to my own coun-
try, was too analogous to all my attachments to
science, & freedom, the first-born daughter of science,
not to excite a lively interest in my mind, and the
essays which were necessary to try it’s practicability.
This depended altogether on the opinions & dispo-
sitions of our State legislature, which was then in
session. I immediately communicated your papers
to a member of the legislature, whose abilities & zeal
pointed him out as proper for it, urging him to sound
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as many of the leading members of the legislature as
he could, & if he found their opinions favorable, to
bring forward the proposition; but if he should find
it desperate, not to hazard it; because I thought it
best not to commit the honor either of our State or
of your college, by an useless act of eclat. It was
not till within these three days that I have had an
interview with him, and an account of his proceed-
ings. He communicated the papers to a great num-
ber of the members, and discussed them maturely,
but privately, with them. They were generally
well-disposed to the proposition, and some of them
warmly; however, there was no difference of opinion
in the conclusion, that it could not be effected. The
reasons which they thought would with certainty
prevail against it, were I. that our youth, not
familiarized but with their mother tongue, were not
prepared to receive instructions in any other; 2d.
that the expence of the institution would excite un-
easiness in their constituents, & endanger it’s per-
manence; & 3. that it’s extent was disproportioned
to the narrow state of the population with us.
Whatever might be urged on these several subjects,
yet as the decision rested with others, there remained
to us only to regret that circumstances were such, or
were thought to be such, as to disappoint your &
our wishes. I should have seen with peculiar satis-
faction the establishment of such a mass of science
in my country, and should probably have been
tempted to approach myself to it, by procuring a
residence in it’s neighborhood, at those seasons of
the year at least when the operations of agriculture
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are less active and interesting. I sincerely lament
the circumstances which have suggested this emigra-
tion. I had hoped that Geneva was familiarized to
such a degree of liberty, that they might without
difficulty or danger fill up the measure to its maxi-
mum; a term, which, though in the insulated man,
bounded only by his natural powers, must, in society,
be so far restricted as to protect himself against the
evil passions of his associates, & consequently, them
against him. I suspect that the doctrine, that small
States alone are fitted to be republics, will be ex-
ploded by experience, with some other brilliant fal-
lacies accredited by Montesquieu & other political
writers. Perhaps it will be found, that to obtain a
just republic (and it is to secure our just rights that
we resort to government at all) it must be so exten-
sive as that local egoisms may never reach it’s greater
part; that on every particular question, a majority
may be found in it’s councils free from particular
interests, and giving, therefore, an uniform preval-
ence to the principles of justice. The smaller the
societies, the more violent & more convulsive their
schisms. We have chanced to live in an age which
will probably be distinguished in history, for it’s
experiments in government on a larger scale than
has yet taken place. But we shall not live to see
the result. The grosser absurdities, such as heredi-
tary magistracies, we shall see exploded in our day,
long experience having already pronounced con-
demnation against them. But what is to be the
substitute? This our children or grand children will
answer. We may be satisfied with the certain
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knowledge that none can ever be tried, so stupid,
so unrighteous, so oppressive, so destructive of
every end for which honest men enter into govern-
ment, as that which their forefathers had estab-
lished, & their fathers alone venture to tumble
headlong from the stations they have so long abused.
It is unfortunate, that the efforts of mankind to
recover the freedom of which they have been so long
deprived, will be accompanied with violence, with
errors, & even with crimes. But while we weep over
the means, we must pray for the end.—But I have
been insensibly led by the general complexion of the
times, from the particular case of Geneva, to those
to which it bears no similitude. Of that we hope
good things. Its inhabitants must be too much en-
lightened, too well experienced in the blessings of
freedom and undisturbed industry, to tolerate long
a contrary state of things. I shall be happy to hear
that their government perfects itself, and leaves room
for the honest, the industrious & wise; in which case,
your own talents, & those of the persons for whom
you have interested yourself, will, I am sure, find
welcome & distinction. My good wishes will always
attend you, as a consequence of the esteem & regard
with which I am, Dear Sir, your most obedient &
most humble servant.

TO JAMES BROWN ?*
MonTiceLLo Apl 18. 95.
DEeARr Sir,—I received a few days ago your kind
favor of Mar 14. The object of my letter had been
* From a copy courteously furnished by Col. C. C. Jones, of Augusta,Ga.
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not at all a retardation of the paiment I had promised
you during the present & ensuing month, but as my
crop of tob® was much short of what was usual, it was
merely to see how far my next best article of produce,
to wit, nails, could take its place with you. I have
had g hammers at work for you for some time past.
We have of nails on hand & credits to go to your
benefit about £80. and some time in the next month
shall have enough for the balance. If I cannot sell
them for cash here, I will send them to Richmond to
be converted into cash there so as to be in time for
my engagement.
1382 In the margin are the weights of my tob® (only
1362 12 hhds) now in Richmond, averaging 1313
1138. lbs. I am offered here 4/ above the present
1196. market price. But you shall certainly have
1360. a preference on equal terms to any other
1426 purchaser. As I shall not go to Richmond
1240 myself, I must ask you by letter your highest
1294 price. You know I have an established
1386 privilege of being considerably above the
1348 market. I must tell you at the same time
1280 that the quality of the last year’s crop is
1346 inferior, but still mine preserving its com-
parative superiority, stands on its usual
15.758. ground with respect to others. Let me have
your ultimatum, if you please, by the post after next,
say that which leaves Richmond the 3d of May, till
which time I will reserve myself here.
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TO ARCHIBALD STUART*
MonTIiCcELLO Apl. 18. 95

Dear Sir—I did not receive your favor of the 7%
till the 17 inst. consequently you had then passed on
to New London. I could not learn that your brother
was in the neighborhood. I inclose you a copy of
an advertisement I had thought some time ago of
putting in the public papers, but did not doit. You
will see by that the books I have to dispose of. The
last two or three lines of it are not for you, for you
may take such of the books as you chuse, and what
time of paiment you please. If you meet with any
body who will take the whole of the residue I shall be
glad of it. I have stated that at the price I offer
the whole would be at about 6 Doll average a volume.
But if they are separated, being of very unequal
values, their respective prices can be proportioned to
that sum total, by Worral’s catalogue. Hargrave’s
Coke Littleton for instance cost as much as any 3 or 4
of the other volumes—When I spoke of meeting you
on your way to the Bedford court, I did not know
that our own district court was exactly at the same
time at which I was obliged to attend. This put it
out of my power to be in Bedford this month.—With
respect to the gentleman whom we expected to see
there, satisfy him if you please that there is no re-
main of disagreeable sentiment towards him on my
part.> I was once sincerely affectioned towards him
and it accords with my philosophy to encourage the
tranquillizing passions. Adieu.

* From the original in the possession of the Virginia Historical
Society.
2 Pagrick Henry.
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TO JAMES MADISON MAD. MsS.
MONTICELLO, Apr 27, 1795.

DEeAR Sir,—Your letter of Mar 23. came to hand
the 7th of April, and notwithstanding the urgent
reasons for answering a part of it immediately, yet as
it mentioned that you would leave Philadelphia with-
in a few days, I feared that the answer might pass
you on the road. A letter from Philadelphia by the
last post having announced to me your leaving that
place the day preceding it’s date, I am in hopes this
will find you in Orange. In mine, to which yours
of Mar 23. was an answer, I expressed my hope of
the only change of position I ever wished to see you
make, and I expressed it with entire sincerity, be-
cause there is not another person in the U S. who be-
ing placed at the helm of our affairs, my mind would
be so completely at rest for the fortune of our politi-
cal bark. The wish too was pure, & unmixed with
anything respecting myself personally. For as to
myself, the subject had been thoroughly weighed &
decided on, & my retirement from office had been
meant from all office high or low, without exception.
I can say, too, with truth, that the subject had not
been presented to my mind by any vanity of my
own. I know myself & my fellow citizens too well
to have ever thought of it. But the idea was forced
upon me by continual insinuations in the public
papers, while I was in office. As all these came from
a hostile quarter, I knew that their object was to
poison the public mind as to my motives, when they
were not able to charge me with facts. But the idea
being once presented to me, my own quiet required
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that I should face it & examine it. I did so thor-
oughly, & had no difficulty to see that every reason
which had determined me to retire from the office
I then held, operated more strongly against that
which was insinuated to be my object. I decided
then on those general grounds which could alone be
present to my mind at the time, that is to say,
reputation, tranquillity, labor; for as to public duty,
it could not be a topic of consideration in my case.
If these general considerations were sufficient to
ground a firm resolution never to permit myself to
think of the office, or to be thought of for it, the
special ones which have supervened on my retire-
ment, still more insuperably bar the door to it. My
health is entirely broken down within the last
eight months; my age requires that I should place
my affairs in a clear state; these are sound if taken
care of, but capable of considerable dangers if longer
neglected; and above all things, the delights I feel
in the society of my family, and the agricultural
pursuits in which I am so eagerly engaged. The
little spice of ambition which I had in my younger
days has long since evaporated, and I set still less
store by a posthumous than present name. In
stating to you the heads of reasons which have pro-
duced my determination, I do not mean an opening
for future discussion, or that I may be reasoned out
of it. The question is forever closed with me; my
sole object is to avail myself of the first opening ever
given me from a friendly quarter (and I could not
with decency do it before), of preventing any division
or loss of votes, which might be fatal to the Repub-



1795] Thomas Jefferson 171

lican interest. If that has any chance of prevailing,
it must be by avoiding the loss of a single vote, and
by concentrating all its strength on one object. Who
this should be, is a question I can more freely discuss
with anybody than yourself. In this I painfully
feel the loss of Monroe. Had he been here, I should
have been at no loss for a channel through which to
make myself understood; if I have been misunder-
stood by anybody through the instrumentality of
mr. Fenno & his abettors.—I long to see you. Iam
proceeding in my agricultural plans with a slow but
sure step. To get under full way will require 4. or
5. years. But patience & perseverence will ac-
complish it. My little essay in red clover, the last
year, has had the most encouraging success. I
sowed then about 4o0. acres. I have sowed this year
about 120. which the rain now falling comes very
opportunely on. From 160. to 200. acres, will be my
yearly sowing. The seed-box described in the agri-
cultural transactions of New York, reduces the ex-
pense of seeding from 6/ to 2/3 the acre, and does the
business better than is possible to be done by the
human hand. May we hope a visit from you? If
we may, let it be after the middle of May, by which
time I hope to be returned from Bedford. Ihadhad
a proposition to meet mr. Henry there this month, to
confer on the subject of a convention, to the calling
of which he is now become a convert. The session
of our district court furnished me a just excuse for
the time; but the impropriety of my entering into
consultation on a measure in which I would take no
part, is a permanent one.
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Present my most respectful compliments to mrs.
Madison, & be assured of the warm attachment of,
Dear Sir, yours affectionately.

70 WILLIAM BRANCH GILES J. MSS.

MONTICELLO, Apr 27, 1795.

DEear Sir,—Your favor of the 16th came to hand
by the last post. * * * I sincerely congratulate
you on the great prosperities of our two first allies,
the French & Dutch. If I could but see them now
at peace with the rest of their continent, I should have
Little doubt of dining with Pichegru in London, next
autumn; for I believe I should be tempted to leave
my clover for awhile, to go and hail the dawn of
liberty & republicanism in that island. I shall be
rendered very happy by the visit you promise me.
The only thing wanting to make me completely so,
is the more frequent society with my friends. It is
the more wanting, as I am become more firmly fixt
to the glebe. If you visit me as a farmer it must be
as a condisciple: for I am but a learner; an eager
one indeed, but yet desperate, being too old now to
learn a new art. However, I am as much delighted
& occupied with it, as if I was the greatest adept. I
shall talk with you about it from morning till night,
and put you on very short allowance as to political
aliment. Now and then a pious ejaculation for the
French & Dutch republicans, returning with due
despatch to clover, potatoes, wheat, &c. That I may
not lose the pleasure promised me, let it not be till
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the middle of May, by which time I shall be re-
turned from a trip I meditate to Bedford. Yours
affectionately.

TO M. DE MEUSNIER* J. MSS,

MoONTICELLO, VIRGINIA, Apr. 29, 95.

Dear Sir.—Your favor of Mar. 3o. from Phila-
delphia came to my hands a few days ago. That
which you mention to have written from London
has never been received; nor had I been able to
discover what has been your fortune during the
troubles of France after the death of the King.
Being thoroughly persuaded that under all circum-
stances your conduct had been entirely innocent &
friendly to the freedom of your country, I had hopes
that you had not been obliged to quit your own
country. Being myself a warm zealot for the at-
tainment & enjoiment by all mankind of as much
liberty, as each may exercise without injury to the
equal liberty of his fellow citizens, I have lamented
that in France the endeavours to obtain this should
have been attended with the effusion of so much
blood. I was intimate with the leading characters
of the year 1789. So I was with those of the Bris-
sotine party who succeeded them: & have always
been persuaded that their views were upright.
Those who have followed have been less known to
me: but I have been willing to hope that they also
meant the establishment of a free government in
their country, excepting perhaps the party which has

1 See Vol. V., 3.
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lately been suppressed. The government of those
now at the head of affairs appears to hold out many
indications of good sense, moderation & virtue; & I
cannot but presume from their character as well as
your own that you would find a perfect safety in the
bosom of your own country. I think it fortunate for
the United States to have become the asylum for so
many virtuous patriots of different denominations:
but their circumstances, with which you were SO well
acquainted before, enabled them to be but a bare
asylum, & to offer nothing for them but an entire
freedom to use their own means & faculties as they
please. There is no such thing in this country as
what would be called wealth in Europe. The richest
are but a little at ease, & obliged to pay the most
rigorous attention to their affairs to keep them
together. I do not mean to speak here of the Beau-
jons of America. For we have some of these tho’
happily they are but ephemeral. Our public cecon-
omy also is such as to offer drudgery and subsistence
only to those entrusted with its administration, a
wise & necessary precaution against the degeneracy
of the public servants. In our private pursuits it is
a great advantage that every honest employment is
deemed honorable. I am myself a nail-maker. On
returning home after an absence of ten years, I
found my farms so much deranged that I saw evi-
dently they would be a burden to me instead of a
support till I could regenerate them; & consequently
that it was necessary for me to find some other re-
source in the meantime. I thought for awhile of
taking up the manufacture of pot-ash, which re-
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quires but small advances of money. I concluded
at length however to begin a manufacture of nails,
which needs little or no capital, & I now employ a
dozen little boys from 10. to 16. years of age, over-
looking all the details of their business myself &
drawing from it a profit on which I can get along
till I can put my farms into a course of yielding
profit. My new trade of nail-making is to me in
this country what an additional title of nobility or
the ensigns of a new order are in Europe. In the
commercial line, the grocers business is that which
requires the least capital in this country. The
grocer generally obtains a credit of three months, &
sells for ready money so as to be able to make his
paiments & obtain a new supply. But I think I
have observed that your countrymen who have been
obliged to work out their own fortunes here, have
succeeded best with a small farm. Labour indeed
is dear here, but rents are low & on the whole a
reasonable profit & comfortable subsistence results.
It is at the same time the most tranquil, healthy, &
independent. And since you have been pleased to
ask my opinion as to the best way of employing
yourself till you can draw funds from France or
return there yourself, I do presume that this is the
business which would yield the most happiness &
contentment to one of your philosophic turn. But
at the distance I am from New York, where you
seem disposed to fix yourself, & little acquainted
with the circumstances of that place I am much less
qualified than disposed to suggest to you emploi-
ments analogous to your turn of mind & at the same
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time to the circumstances of your present situation.
Be assured that it will always give me lively pleasure
to learn that your pursuits, whatever they may be
may lead you to contentment & success, being with
very sincere esteem & respect, dear sir, your most
obedient servant.

TO JAMES MONROE 3. Mss.
MonTiceLLO May 26, 1795.

DEAR S1r,—I have received your favor of Sep. 7th
from Paris, which gave us the only news we have had
from you since your arrival there. On my part it
would be difficult to say why this is the first time I
have written to you. Revising the case myself ITam
sensible it has proceeded from that sort of procrasti-
nation which so often takes place when no circum-
stance fixes a business to a particular time. I have
never thought it possible through the whole time
that I should be ten days longer without writing to
you & thus more than a year has run off.

I am too much withdrawn from the scene of poli-
tics to give you anything in that line worth your
notice. The servile copyist of Mr. Pitt, thought he
too must have his alarms, his insurrections and plots
against the Constitution. Hence the incredible fact
that the freedom of association, of conversation, &
of the press, should in the sth year of our govern-
ment have been attacked under the form of a denun-
ciation of the democratic societies, a measure which
even England, as boldly as she is advancing to the
establishment of an absolute monarchy has not yet
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been bold enough to attempt. Hence too the ex-
ample of employing military force for civil purposes,
when it has been impossible to produce a single fact
of insurrection unless that term be entirely con-
founded with occasional riots, & when the ordinary
process of law had been resisted indeed in a few
special cases but by no means generally, nor had its
effect been duly tried. But it answered the favorite
purposes of strengthening government and increas-
ing public debt; & therefore an insurrection was
announced & proclaimed & armed against, but could
never be found. & all this under the sanction of a
name which has done too much good not to be
sufficient to cover harm also. & what is equally
astonishing is that by the pomp of reports, procla-
mations, armies &c. the mind of the legislature itself
was so fascinated as never to have asked where,
when, & by whom this insurrection has been pro-
duced? The original of this scene in another country
was calculated to excite the indignation of those
whom it could not impose on: the mimicry of it here
is too humiliating to excite any feeling but shame.
Our comfort is that the public sense is coming right
on the general principles of republicanism & that its
success in France puts it out of danger here. We
are still uninformed what is Mr. Jay’s treaty: but we
see that the British piracies have multiplied upon us
lately more than ever. They had at one time been
suspended. We will quit the subject for our own
business.

The valuation by Mr. Lewis & Mr. Divers which
had been set on foot before your departure, took

VOL. VIIL.—/1I2.
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place Sep. 19, 1794. It was £173. currency & ex-
change being then at 4o. per cent, it was equivalent
to £123-11—5 sterling. On the 19th of Nov. I drew
on James Maury for £37-10 sterling in favor of Wm.
B. Giles, & shall now immediately draw for the bal-
ance. Mr. Madison & myself examined your different
situations for a house. We did not think it admitted
any sort of question but that that on the east side of
the road, in the wood, was the best. There is a val-
ley not far from it to the southwest & on the western
side of the road which would be a fine situation for
an orchard. Mr. Jones having purchased in Loudon
we shall hardly see him here, & indeed have hardly
seen him. If I can get proper orders from him I will
have the ground above mentioned planted in fruit
trees from my own nursery, where I have made an
extra provision on your account. Indeed I wish you
would determine to save 5oo. or 100of a year from
your present salary, which you ought to do as a com-
pensation for your time, & send us a plan of the
house & let us be building it, drawing on you for a
fixed sum annually till it be done. I would under-
take to employ people in the most economical way,
to superintend them & the work & have the place in
a comfortable state for your reception. If you think
proper to authorize me to do this I shall begin imme-
diately on receiving your permission. I am so con-
fident that you ought to do it & will do it that I have
ventured to send a small claim or two to you as
explained in the two inclosed letters to LaMotte &
Froull¢, with an expectation that you will give me
an opportunity of replacing it here to those who
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shall be employed for you. Should you however
not conclude to let us do anything for you here, I
would wish you to suppress both these letters.
While speaking of Froullé, Libraire, au quai des
Augustins, I can assure you that after having run a
severe gauntlet under the Paris book-sellers I rested
at last on this old gentleman, whom I found in a long
& intimate course of after dealings to be one of the
most conscientiously honest men I ever had dealings
with. I commend him to you strongly, should you
purchase books. I think LaMotte at Havre a very
good & friendly man, & wish your forming more than
an official intimacy with him. Should you have
occasion for wines from Burgundy, apply to Mons"
Parent Connelie & Beaume, who will furnish you
with the genuine wines you may call for, & at honest
prices. I found him indeed very faithful in a long
course of employment. He can particularly send
you of the best crops of Meursalt & Cotte d’or. For
fine Champagne non mousseux, apply to Monsr.
Dorsai, or to his homme-d’affaires Monsr. Louis if
still in place at his Chateau at Aij near Epernay in
Champagne. While recommending good subjects to
you I must ask you to see for me the following per-
sons, present my affectionate remembrance to them
and let me hear how they have weathered the
storm. These are L’Abbe Ammon, place Vendome,
chez M Daville, an excellent mentor and much
affectioned to the Americans. Monsr. la Vieillard of
Passy whom Dr. Franklin presented to me as the
honestest man in France, & a very honest & friendly
one I found him. Monsr. & Madame Grand at
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Passy vastly good & friendly people also. Dr. Gem
an old English physician in the Faubourg St. Ger-
mains, who practiced only for his friends & would
take nothing, one of the most sensible & worthy
men I have ever known. But I reckon he has gone
to England. Many others I could name of great
worth but they would be too many, & have perhaps
changed their scene. If Mr. Balbatre the musical
preceptor of my daughters of the Faubourg St.
Honore or its neighborhood can be found, be so good
as to deliver him the affectionate compliments of my
family, & if he can send them anything new & good
in the musical line, I will ask you to pay him for it &
let it be packed with the books from Froullé. These,
if they come at all, must come before the winter, as a
winter pasage is inevitable ruin to books. I have
bought for Mr. Short the land between yours &
Blenheim 1334 acres @ 23/6 ready money. Three
out of seven shares (of 5o as each) of Carter’s land
over the mountain will be for sale soon. It is not
known where these lands will lie as the partition is
not yet made. Should anyone join you on the moun-
tain it would be worth your purchase. Collé is lately
sold for £375. to a Mr. Catlet, a farmer, whom I do
not know. It is very possible it will be for sale again.
Should you conclude to build a house, you must
decide whether of brick or stone. The latter costs
about one-half of the former, to wit about 8/ a perch
of 25 cubic feet. I hope Mr. Jones will change the
system of corn & wheat alternately on your land till
the fields are entirely worn out, abandoned, & the
new ones treated in the same manner. This is the
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way my lands have been ruined. Yours are yet in
a saveable state. But a very little time will put
some of them beyond recovery. The best plan
would be to divide the open grounds into 5. fields,
and tend them in this order. 1. wheat. 2. comn &
potatoes. 3. rye. 4.clover. 5. clover. And then
begin wheat &c. over again. By this means they
would go into corn but once in five years. It would
be still better to have four or five men for a twelve
months to clear the whole body of your tenable
lands at once, that you may at once come into the
use of the whole, & allow more relief to the old, &
an easier service to all of it in general, instead of
wearing out one half while clearing the other by
little & little as we have generally done in this
neighborhood. I am going to have Short’s all
cleared in this way. But of all this there can be no
better judge than Mr. Jones. I have divided my
farms into seven fields on this rotation. 1. wheat.
2. peas & potatoes. 3. corn & potatoes. 4. peas
& potatoes till I can get the vetch from Europe.
5. rye. 6. clover. 7. clover. My lands were so
worn that they required this gentle treatment to re-
cover them. Some of yours are as far gone. There
are two or three objects which you should endeavour
to enrich our country with. 1. the Alpine straw-
berry. 2.Theskylark. 3. The red legged Partridge.
I despair too much of the nightingale to add that.
We should associate Mrs. Monroe to you in these
concerns. Present to her our most affectionate es-
teem, not forgetting Eliza. We are all well except
Mr. Randolph, whose health is very frail indeed. It
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is the more discouraging as there seems to have been
no founded conjecture what is the matter with him.
Your brother is well, but Mrs. Monroe rather sickly.
The death of Dr. Walker is the only event of that
kind which has taken place in our neighborhood since
you left us. Dr. Gilmer still lives. His eldest
daughter is to be married to a Mr. Wirt the day after
to-morrow. Frank Walker has succeeded to the
whole of Dr. Walker’s estate, said to be worth
£20,000. Sam Carr married to a daughter of Over-
ton Carr in Maryland & probably will remove there.
His mother (my sister) living at his place a little
above Dr. Gilmer’s. My budget is out. Adieu. God
Almighty bless you all.

P. S. If you can send us with Froullé’s books a
supply of zo. or 30 lb. of maccaroni, they will be an
agreeable addition to his bill.

TO TENCH COXE J. Mss.
MONTICELLO June 1, 1795.

DEar Sir,—I received a few days ago only your
favor of Mar. zo. accompanied by the collection of
your papers lately printed, for which I cordially
thank you. It will enable me to turn with more
convenience to pieces which I consult with pleasure
& instruction.

I congratulate you on the successes of our two
allies. Those of the Hollanders are new and there-
fore pleasing. It proves that there is a god in
heaven, & that he will not slumber without end on
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the iniquities of tyrants, or their Stadtholder. This
ball of liberty, I believe most piously, is now so well
in motion that it will roll round the globe. At least
the enlightened part of it, for light & liberty go to-
gether. It is our glory that we first put it into
motion, & our happiness that being foremost we had
no bad examples to follow. What a tremendous
obstacle to the future attempts at liberty will be the
atrocities of Robespierre! We are enjoying a most
seasonable sowing after a winter which had greatly
injured our small grain. Nothing can give us a
great crop. I doubt if it can be made even a good
one. Our first hay-cutting (clover) begins to-day.
This may mark to you the difference of your seasons
& ours. My clover in common upland fields which
were never manured will yield 1500 1b. to the acre at
this cutting, which I consider as an encouraging
beginning. I take the liberty of asking your care of
two letters, both of them of importance. I have not
enclosed Monroe’s either to our office of foreign
affairs or the Minister of France, because I thought
you might possibly find a safer channel than either.
It requires safety and secrecy. But adopt either of
those channels if you think them the best. I am
with much affection, dear sir, your friend & servant.

TO JAMES MADISON MAD. MSS.

Aug. 3, 95.
You will perceive by the inclosed that Hamilton
has taken up his pen in support of the treaty (return
it to me). He spoke on it’s behalf in the meeting at
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New York, and his party carried a decision in favor
of it by a small majority. But the Livingstonians
appealed to stones & clubs & beat him & his party
off the ground. This from a gentleman just from
Philadelphia. Adieu.

P. S. Richmond has decided against the treaty.
It is said that not even Carrington undertakes to
defend it.

TO MANN PAGE J. MSS.
MoNTICELLO, Aug 30, 1795.

It was not in my power to attend at Fredericks-
burg according to the kind invitation in your letter,
and in that of mr. Ogilvie. The heat of the weather,
the business of the farm, to which I have made my-
self necessary, forbade it; and to give one round
reason for all, mature sanus, 1 have laid up my
Rosinante in his stall, before his unfitness for the
road shall expose him faultering to the world. But
why did not 1 answer you in time? Because, in
truth, T am encouraging myself to grow lazy, and I
was sure you would ascribe the delay to anything
sooner than a want of affection or respect to you, for
this was not among the possible causes. In truth,
if anything could ever induce me to sleep another
night out of my own house, it would have been your
friendly invitation and my sollicitude for the subject
of it, the education of our youth. I do most anx-
jously wish to see the highest degrees of education
given to the higher degrees of genius, and to all
degrees of it, so much as may enable them to read
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& understand what is going on in the world, and to
keep their part of it going on right: for nothing can
keep it right but their own vigilant & distrustful
superintendence. I do not believe with the Roche-
foucaults & Montaignes, that fourteen out of fifteen
men are rogues: I believe a great abatement from
that proportion may be made in favor of general
honesty. But I have always found that rogues
would be uppermost, and I do not know that the
proportion is too strong for the higher orders, and
for those who, rising above the swinish multitude,
always contrive to nestle themselves into the places
of power & profit. These rogues set out with steal-
ing the people’s good opinion, and then steal from
them the right of withdrawing it, by contriving laws
and associations against the power of the people
themselves. Our part of the country is in con-
siderable fermentation, on what they suspect to be a
recent roguery of this kind. They say that while all
hands were below deck mending sails, splicing ropes,
and every one at his own business, & the captain in
his cabbin attending to his log book & chart, a rogue
of a pilot has run them into an enemy’s port. But
metaphor apart, there is much dissatisfaction with
mr. Jay & his treaty. For my part, I consider my-
self now but as a passenger, leaving the world, & it’s
government to those who are likely to live longer in
it. That you may be among the longest of these, is
my sincere prayer. After begging you to be the
bearer of my compliments & apologies to mr. Ogilvie,
I bid you an affectionate farewell, always wishing to
hear from you.
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TO JAMES MONROE MON. MSS.
MonTICELLO. Sep. 6, 95.

DEAR Sir,—I wrote you on the 26th of May last.
Since that Mr. Jones has been here & Mr. Madison,
and have communicated to me some of your letters.
Mr. Jones is taking good measures for saving and im-
proving your land but of all this he will inform you.
I enclose you a letter for Md¢ Bellanger, which I leave
open for your perusal as its contents may suggest to
you some service to Derieux. I also inclose you a
letter from him, and a draft on his uncle’s executors
for 4000* which we must trouble you to remit in some
way or other without loss if possible:. and if it can-
not be received without too sensible a loss, I think it
had better lie. Observe that the money is not to be
remitted to Derieux, as he has conveyed it to Colo.
Gamble & Colo. Bell to satisfy debts. I think it
had better be sent to Colo. Bell, who will pay to
Gamble his part of it. If you receive it, it may be a
convenience and safety to all parties for you to apply
a part of it to answer the little commissions I gave
you for Froullé & La Motte, and to order me to pay
their amount to Colo. Bell which I will do on sight
of your order. But name the sum I am to pay in
dollars to avoid all questions of depreciation. In
this case I would be willing to extend my commission
to the procuring me some wines from Bordeaux to be
purchased & shipped for me by Mr. Fenwick to Rich-
mond, consigned to Colo. Gamble. I will note the
wines at the foot of my letter. When you shall have
read the letter to Madame Bellanger, be so good as
seal & send it to her.—I trouble you also with a letter
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to Madame de Tessé, whom I suppose to be in
Switzerland: pray find a safe conveyance, and re-
ceive for me any letters she may send for me. She
is a person for whom I have great friendship. Mr.
Gautier, banker, successor to Grand, to whom I
enclose another letter can probably inform you how
to address & forward that to Madame de Tessé.—
Nothing has happened in our neighborhood worth
communication to you. Mr. Randolph’s health was
at the lowest ebb, & he determined to go to the
Sweet springs where he still is. His last letter in-
forms me that his amendment is so great as to give
him hopes of an entire recovery.—In political matters
there is always something new. Yet at such a dis-
tance and with such uncertain conveyances it is best
to say little of them. It may be necessary however
to observe to you that in all countries where parties
are strongly marked, as the monocrats and repub-
licans here, there will always be desertions from the
one side to the other: and to caution you therefore
in your correspondence with Dawson,” who is now
closely connected in speculations as we are told with
Harry Lee. With Steel become a consummate Tory,
and even Inmes, who has changed backwards and
forwards two or three times lately.—Mr. Jay’s treaty
has at length been made public. So general a burst
of dissatisfaction never before appeared against any
transaction. Those who understand the particular
articles of it, condemn these articles. Those who do
not understand them minutely, condemn it generally
as wearing a hostile face to France. This last is the

t Ttalics are cipher numbers in original.
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must numerous class, comprehending the whole body
of the people, who have taken a greater interest in
this transaction than they were ever known to do in
any other. It has in my opinion completely de-
molished the monarchial party here. The Chamber
of Commerce in New York, against the body of the
town, the merchants in Philadelphia, against the
body of their town, also, and our town of Alexandria
have come forward in it’s support. Some individual
champions also appear. Marshall, Carrington, Har-
vey, Bushrod Washington, Doctor Stewart. A more
powerful one is Hamulton, under the signature of
Camillus. Adams holds his tongue with an address
above his character. We do not know whether the
President has signed it or not. If he has it is much
believed the H. of representatives will oppose it as
constitutionally void, and thus bring on an em-
barrassing and critical state in our government.—
If you should receive Derieux’ money and order
the wines, Mr. Fenwick ought to ship them in the
winter months. Present my affectionate respects to
Mrs. Monroe, and accept them yourself. No signa-
ture is necessary.*

P.S. The day after writing the preceding letter,
yours of June 23 & 27 came to hand. I open this

1 “Wines to be procured & shipped by Mr. Fenwick from Bordeaux
if it should be found advantageous to remit mr. Derieux’ money in that
way. They will come at my risk.

250 bottles of the best vin rouge ordinaire used at the good tables
of Bordeaux, such as mr. Fenwick sent me before.

125 bottles of Sauterne, old & ready for use.

60 bottles of Fontignan.
60 bottles of white Hermitage of the first quality, old & ready for

use.
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therefore to acknowledge the receipt & thank you for
the information given. Soon after that date you will
have received mine of May 26, and perceive by that
& this that I had taken the liberty of asking some
services from you. Yes, the treaty is now known
here, by a bold act of duty in one of our Senators,
and what the sentiments upon it are, our public
papers will tell you, for I take for granted they are
forwarded to you from the Secretary of State’s
office. The same post which brought your letter,
brought also advice of the death of Bradford, Atty
Genl., the resignation of E. Randolph (retiring per-
haps from the storm he saw gathering), and of the
resolutions of the Chamber of Commerce of Boston
in opposition to those of the town of Boston in
general. P. Marks is dead within these 24. hours.
His wife had died some months before. I omitted
in my letter to mention that J. Rutledge was ap-
pointed Chief Justice in the room of Mr. Jay, and that
he, Gov® Pinckney & others of that Southern con-
stellation had pronounced themselves more desper-
ately than any others against the treaty.— Still
deliver the letters to Mad® Bellanger. A true state
of the case, soothing and altering terms may per-
haps produce the execution of her last promise.

TO TENCH COXE J. MsS.

MonNTICELLO Sep. 10, 95.
DeARr Sir,—I have to acknolege the receipt of
your favor of July 30. The sentiments therein
expressed on the subject of the treaty coincide
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perfectly with those of this country, which I believe
Wwere never more unanimous. 4. or 5. individuals
of Richmond, distinguished however by their talents
as by their devotion to all the sacred acts of the
government, & the town of Alexandria constitute
the whole support of that instrument here. Camillus
may according to his custom write an Encyclopedia
on the subject, but it is too obstinate to be twisted
by all his sophisms into a tolerable shape. Having
interdicted to myself the reading of newspapers, &
thinking or saying anything on public matters beyond
what the conversation of my neighbors draws me
into, I leave such delights to those who, more rational
than myself, prefer them to their tranquility, & to
those whose stations keep them in that vortex, &
make them better judges of what is passing around
them. My situation putting it out of my power to
find good conveyances for my foreign letters in these
times of obstruction by sea & by land, I avail myself
of your friendship to get them on: & now take the
liberty of enclosing some. Our foreign ministers
being entitled to charge their postages, & the risque
of separating the 3d. letter, dispenses with apology
on the subject of postage. That to Van Staphorst
covers bills of exchange, the property of Mr. Mazzei
which I am remitting as it is collected.

TO HENRY TAZEWELL J. Mss.

MoONTICELLO, Sep 13, 1795.
DEARr Sir,—I ought much sooner to have ackno-
leged your obliging attention in sending me a copy of
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the treaty. It was the first we received in this part
of the country. Tho I have interdicted myself all
serious attention to political matters, yet a very
slight notice of that in question sufficed to decide my
mind against it. I am not satisfied we should not
be better without treaties with any nation. But I
am satisfied we should be better without such as
this. The public dissatisfaction too & dissension
it is likely to produce, are serious evils. I am not
without hopes that the operations on the 12th article
may render a recurrence to the Senate yet necessary,
and so give to the majority an opportunity of cor-
recting the error into which their exclusion of public
light has led them. I hope also that the recent re-
sults of the English will at length awaken in our
Executive that sense of public honor & spirit, which
they have not lost sight of in their proceedings with
other nations, and will establish the eternal truth that
acquiescence under insult is not the way to escape
war. I am with great esteem, Dear Sir, your most
obedient humble servant.

TO JAMES MADISON MAD. MSS.
MonTIcELLO, Sep 21, 1795.

I received about three weeks ago, a box containing

6. doz. volumes, of 283. pages, 12 mo, with a letter
from Lambert, Beckley’s clerk, that they came from
mr. Beckley, & were to be divided between yourself,
J. Walker, & myself. Ihavesent 2.doz to J. Walker,
and shall be glad of a conveyance for yours. In the
meantime, I send you by post, the title page, table of
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contents, and one of the pieces, Curtius,* lest it should
not have come to you otherwise. It is evidently
written by Hamilton, giving a first & general view
of the subject, that the public mind might be kept
a little in check, till he could resume the subject more
at large from the beginning, under his second signa-
ture of Camillus. The piece called The Features of
the Treaty, I do not send, because you have seen it in
the newspapers. It is said to be written by Coxe,
but I should rather suspect, by Beckley. The
antidote is certainly not strong enough for the poison
of Curtius. If I had not been informed the present
came from Beckley, I should have suspected it from
Jay or Hamilton. I gave a copy or two, by way of
experiment, to honest, sound-hearted men of com-
mon understanding, and they were not able to parry
the sophistry of Curtius. I have ceased therefore,
to give them. Hamilton is really a colossus to the
anti-republican party. Without numbers, he is an
host within himself. They have got themselves
into a defile, where they might be finished; but too
much security on the republican part will give time
4o his talents & indefatigableness to extricate them.
We have had only middling performances to oppose
to him. In truth, when he comes forward, there is
nobody but yourself who can meet him. His ad-
versaries having begun the attack, he has the ad-
vantage of answering them, & remains unanswered
himself. A solid reply might yet completely de-
molish what was too feebly attacked, and has

1 The letters of *Curtius” were written by Noah Webster, except
numbers 6—7, which were from the pen of James Kent.
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gathered strength from the weakness of the attack.
The merchants were certainly (except those of them
who are English) as open mouthed at first against
the treaty as any. But the general expression of
indignation has alarmed them for the strength of the
government. They have feared the shock would be
too great, and have chosen to tack about & support
both treaty & government, rather than risk the
government. Thus it is, that Hamilton, Jay, &c.,
in the boldest act they ever ventured on to under-
mine the government, have the address to screen
themselves, & direct the hue & cry against those
who wish to drag them into light. A bolder party-
stroke was never struck. For it certainly is an at-
tempt of a party, which finds they have lost their
majority in one branch of the Legislature, to make
a law by the aid of the other branch & of the execu-
tive, under color of a treaty, which shall bind up the
hands of the adverse branch from ever restraining
the commerce of their patron-nation. There appears
a pause at present in the public sentiment, which may
be followed by a revulsion. This is the effect of the
desertion of the merchants, of the President’s chiding
answer to Boston & Richmond, of the writings of
Curtius & Camillus, and of the quietism into which
people naturally fall after first sensations are over.
For god’s sake take up your pen, and give a funda-
mental reply to Curtius & Camillus.

VOL. VII,.—13.
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TO JAMES MADISON®
FonTaINBLEAU Oct. 28. 1795

DEeAR SIr,—Seven o’clock, and retired to my fire-
side, I have determined to enter into conversation
with you. This is a village of about 5000 inhabitants
when the court is not here & 20,000 When they are,
occupying a valley thro’ which runs a brook and on
each side of it a ridge of small mountains most of
which are naked rock. The King comes here, in the
fall always, to hunt. His court attend him, as do
also the foreign diplomatic corps. But as this is not
indispensably required & my finances do not admit
the expense of a continued residence here, I propose
to come occasionally to attend the King’s levees,
returning again to Paris, distant 40 miles. This be-
ing the first trip I set out yesterday morning to take
a view of the place. For this purpose I shaped my
course towards the highest of the mountains in sight,
to the top of which was about a league. As soon as
I had got clear of the town I fell in with a poor
woman walking at the same rate with myself & going
the same course. Wishing to know the condition of
the laboring poor I entered into conversation with
her, which I began by enquiries for the path which
would lead me into the mountain: & thence pro-
ceeded to enquiries into her vocation, condition &
circumstances. She told me she was a day labourer,
at 8. sous or 4¢ sterling the day; that she had two

1 The true date of this letter is ten years previous to this, Jefferson
having written 1795 in place of 1785, and owing to this error, it was
not included in its correct place in the present work. As the letter
is of singular interest, the editor has thought it best to include it, even
though out of its proper place.
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children to maintain, & to pay a rent of 3o livres for
her house, (which would consume the hire of 75 days)
that often she could get no emploiment, and of course
was without bread. As we had walked together near
a mile & she had so far served me as a guide, I gave
her, on parting, 24 sous. She burst into tears of a
gratitude which I could perceive was unfeigned be-
cause she was unable to utter a word. She had
probably never before received so great an aid. This
little attendrissement, with the solitude of my walk
led me into a train of reflections on that unequal
division of property which occasions the numberless
instances of wretchedness which I had observed in
this country & is to be observed all over Europe.
The property of this country is absolutely concen-
trated in a very few hands, having revenues of from
half a million of guineas a year downward. These
employ the flower of the country as servants, some of
them having as many as 200 domestics, not labour-
ing. They employ also a great number of manu-
facturers, & tradesmen, & lastly the class of labouring
husbandmen. But after all there comes the most
numerous of all the classes, that is, the poor who can-
not find work. I asked myself what could be the
reason that so many should be permitted to beg who
are willing to work, in a country where there is a
very considerable proportion of uncultivated lands?
These lands are undisturbed only for the sake of
game. It should seem then that it must be because
of the enormous wealth of the proprietors which
places them above attention to the encrease of their
revenues by permitting these lands to be laboured. I
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am conscious that an equal division of property is im-
practicable. But the consequences of this enormous
inequality producing so much misery to the bulk of
mankind, legislators cannot invent too many de-
vices for subdividing property, only taking care to
let their subdivisions go hand in hand with the
natural affections of the human mind. The descent
of property of every kind therefore to all the children,
or to all the brothers & sisters, or other relations in
equal degree is a politic measure, and a practicable
one. Another means of silently lessening the in-
equality of property is to exempt all from taxation
below a certain point, & to tax the higher portions
of property in geometrical progression as they rise.
Whenever there is in any country, uncultivated
lands and unemployed poor, it is clear that the laws
of property have been so far extended as to violate
natural right. The earth is given as a common stock
for man to labour & live on. If for the encourage-
ment of industry we allow it to be appropriated, we
must take care that other employment be provided
to those excluded from the appropriation. If we
do not the fundamental right to labour the earth
returns to the unemployed. It is too soon yet in our
country to say that every man who cannot find
employment but who can find uncultivated land
chall be at liberty to cultivate it, paying a moderate
rent. But it is not too soon to provide by every
possible means that as few as possible shall be with-
out a little portion of land. The small land holders
are the most precious part of a state. * * ¥
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TO JAMES MADISON J. MSS.
Nov. 26, 95.

Your favor from Fredericksburg came safe to hand.
I enclose you the extract of a letter I received from
Mr. R. now in Richmond.* Tho’ you will have been
informed of the fact before this reaches you, yet you
will see more of the subject by having different views
of it presented to you. Though Marshall will be able
to embarras the republican party in the assembly a
good deal, yet upon the whole, his having gone into
it will be of service. He has been hitherto able to do
more mischief acting under the mask of Republican-
ism than he will be able to do after throwing it
plainly off. His lax lounging manners have made
him popular with the bulk of the people of Rich-
mond, & a profound hypocrisy with many thinking
men of our country. But having come forth in the
plenitude of his English principles the latter will

1 ““Extract of a Ire. dated RicEMD. Nov. 22. 1795.

““Mann Page’s motion for a resolution approving the conduct of the
minority in the national senate was warmly agitated three whole days,
Wednesday Thursd. & Friday. It was much less ably defended than
opposed. John Marshal it was once apprehended would make a great
number of converts by an argument which cannot be considered in
any other light than an uncandid artifice. To prevent what would
be a virtual censure of the President’s conduct he maintained that the
treaty in all its commercial parts was still under the power of the H. of
R. He contended that it was more in the spirit of the constitution for
it to be rendered nugatory after it received the sanction of the P. &
S. by the H. of R. refusing it their support, than for its existence to be
prevented, for it to be stifled in embryo by their declaring upon ap-
plication from the P. to know their sentiment before he had given it
his signature, that they would withhold that support. He compared
the relation of the Executive to the Legislative department to that
between the states and the Congress under the old confederation.
The old Congress might have given up the right of laying discriminat-
ing duties in favor of any nation by treaty: it would never have
thought of taking beforehand the assent of each state thereto. Yet
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see that it is high time to make him known. His
doctrine that the whole commercial part of the
treaty (& he might have added the whole uncon-
stitutional part of it) rests in the power of the H. of
R. is certainly the true doctrine; & as the articles
which stipulate what requires the consent of the
three branches of the legislature, must be referred
to the H. of R. for their concurrence, so they, being
free agents, may approve or reject them, either by
a vote declaring that, or by refusing to pass acts.
I should think the former mode the most safe &
honorable. The people in this part of the country
continue very firmly disposed against the treaty. I
imagine the 50. negative votes comprehend the whole
force of the Alexandrian party & the bigots & passive
obedience men of the whole state who have got them-
selves into the legislature. I observe an expression

no one would have pretended to deny the power of the states to lay
such. This doctrine, I believe, is all that is original in his argument.
The sophisms of Camillus, & the nice distinctions of the Examiner
made up the rest. It is clear that it was brought forward for the
purpose of gaining over the unwary & wavering. It has never been
admitted by the writers in favor of the treaty to the northward.
Its author was disappointed however. Upon a division the vote
stood 100 to 50. After the question Charles Lee brought forward a
motion of compliment to the P. It was of most uncommon length
which was undoubtedly intended to puzzle: & the word ‘wisdom’ in
expressing the confidence of the House in the P. was so artfully in-
troduced that if the fraudulent design had not been detected in time
the vote of the House, as to its effect upon the P. would have been
entirely done away. A resolution so worded as to acquit the P. of
all evil intention, but at the same time silently censuring his error,
was passed by a majority of 33. 89 to 56.

“Some of the warmest of the victorious party talk of bringing
forward a motion for a vote of applause to S. T. Mason. But the
more moderate say their triumph is sufficient, & it is supposed this
will be dropped.”
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in Randolph’s printed secret intimating that the
President, tho’ an honest man himself, may be cir-
cumvented by snares & artifices, & is in fact sur-
rounded by men who wish to clothe the Executive
with more than constitutional powers. This when
public, will make great impression. It is not only a
truth, but a truth levelled to every capacity & will
justify to themselves the most zealous votaries, for
ceasing to repose the unlimited confidence they have
done in the measures which have been pursued.
Communicate the enclosed paper, if you please, to
Mr. Giles. Our autumn is fine. The weather mild
& intermixed with moderate rains at proper inter-
vals. No ice yet, & not much frost. Adieu.

TO EDWARD RUTLEDGE *

MonTicELLOo Nov 30. 95.

My DEeaRr Sir,—I received your favor of Oct. 12
by your son, who has been kind enough to visit me
here, and from whose visit I have received all that
pleasure which I do from whatever comes from you,
and especially from a subject so deservedly dear to
you. He found me in a retirement I doat on, living
like an Antediluvian patriarch among my children
& grand children, and tilling my soil. As he had
lately come from Philadelphia, Boston &c he was
able to give me a great deal of information of what
is passing in the world & I pestered him with ques-
tions pretty much as our friends Lynch, Nelson &c

* From the original in the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
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will us when we step across the Styx, for they will
wish to hear what has been passing above ground
since they left us. You hope I have not abandoned
entirely the service of our country. After a five &
twenty years continual employment in it, I trust it
will be thought I have fulfilled my tour, like a
punctual soldier, and may claim my discharge. But
I am glad of the sentiment from you my friend, be-
cause it gives a hope you will practice what you
preach, and come forward in aid of the public vessel.
I will not admit your old excuse, that you are in
public service tho’ at home. The campaigns which
are fought in a man’s own house are not to be
counted. The present situation of the President,
unable to get the offices filled, really calls with un-
common obligation on those whom nature has fitted
for them. I join with you in thinking the treaty an
execrable thing. But both negotiators must have
understood that as there were articles in it which
could not be carried into execution without the aid
of the legislatures on both sides, that therefore it
must be referred to them, and that these legislatures
being free agents would not give it their support if
they disapproved of it. I trust the popular branch
of our legislature will disapprove of it, and thus rid
us of this infamous act, which is really nothing more
than a treaty of alliance between England & the
Anglomen of this country against the legislature &
people of the United States.—I told your son I had
long had it in contemplation to write to you for
half a dozen sour orange trees, of a proper size for
small boxes, as they abound with you. The only
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trouble they would give would be the putting them
into boxes long enough before sending them for them
to take root, & when rooted to put them into some
vessel coming direct to Richmond to the care of mr
Daniel Hylton there. Your son is kind enough to
undertake the commission. With constant & un-
changed affections I am my dear friend.

TO WILLIAM BRANCH GILES*

MonTicELLO Dec. 31. 95.

DEAR Sir,—Your favors of Dec. 15. & 20. came to
hand by the last post. I am well pleased with the
manner in which your house has testified their sense
of the treaty. While their refusal to pass the original
clause of the reported answer proved their condemna-
tion of it, the contrivance to let it disappear silently
respected appearances in favor of the President, who
errs as other men do, but errs with integrity. Ran-
dolph seems to have hit upon the true theory of
our constitution, that when a treaty is made, involv-
ing matters confided by the constitution to the three
branches of the legislature conjointly, the repre-
sentatives are as free as the President & Senate were
to consider whether the national interest requires or
forbids their giving the forms & force of law to the
articles over which they have a power.—I thank you
much for the pamphlet—his narrative is so straight
& plain, that even those who did not know him will
acquit him of the charge of bribery; those who knew

* From a copy courteously furnished by Dr. J. S. H. Fogg, of Boston.
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him had done it from the first. Tho’ he mistakes his
own political character in the aggregate, yet he gives
it to you in the detail. Thus he supposes himself a
man of no party (page 97,) that his opinions not con-
taining any systematic adherence to party, fall some-
times on one side and sometimes on the other. (pa.
58.) Yet he gives you these facts, which shew that
they fall generally on both sides, & are complete in-
consistencies—1. He never gave an opinion in the
Cabinet against the rights of the people (pa. 97.)
yet he advised the denunciation of the popular
societies. (67.) 2. He would not neglect the over-
tures of a commercial treaty with France (79) vet
he always opposed it while atty-general, and never
seems to have proposed it while Secretary of State.
3. He concurs in resorting to the militia to quell the
pretended insurrection in the west (81.) and pro-
poses an augmentation from 12.500 to 15.000 tO
march against men at their ploughs, (pa. 80.) yet
on the 5% of Aug. he is against their marching (83.
ro1.) and on the 25% of Aug. he is for it. (84.) 4.
He concurs in the measure of a mission extraordinary
to London (as inferred from pa. 58.) but objects to
the men, to wit Hamilton & Jay (58.) 5. He was
against granting commercial powers to Mr. Jay
(58.) yet he besieged the doors of the Senate to pro-
cure their advice to ratify.—6. He advises the Presi-
dent to a ratification on the merits of the treaty
(—7.) but to a suspension till the provision order is
repealed. (98.) The fact is that he has generally
given his principles to the one party & his practice to
the other; the oyster to one, the shell to the other.
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Unfortunately the shell was generally the lot of his
friends the French and republicans, & the oyster of
their antagonists. Had he been firm to the principles
he professes in the year 1793. the President would
have been kept from a habitual concert with the
British & Antirepublican party, but at that time I do
not know which R. feared most, a British fleet, or
French disorganisers. Whether his conduct is to be
ascribed to a superior view of things, an adherence to
right without regard to party, as he pretends, or to
an anxiety to trim between both, those who know
his character and capacity will decide. Were parties
here divided merely by a greediness for office, as in
England, to take a part with either would be un-
worthy of a reasonable or moral man, but where the
principle of difference is as substantial and as strongly
pronounced as between the republicans & the Mono-
crats of our country, I hold it as honorable to take a
firm & decided part, and as immoral to pursue a
middle line, as between the parties of Honest men, &
Rogues, into which every country is divided.

A copy of the pamphlet came by this post to Char-
lottesville. I suppose we shall be able to judge soon
what kind of impression it is likely to make. It has
been a great treat to me, as it is a continuation of that
Cabinet history with the former part of which I was
intimate. I remark in the reply of the President a
small travestie of the sentiment contained in the
answer of the Representatives. They acknowlege
that he has contributed a great share to the national
happiness by his services. He thanks them for
ascribing to his agency a great share of those benefits.
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The former keeps in view the co-operation of others
towards the public good, the latter presents to view
his sole agency. At a time when there would have
been less anxiety to publish to the people a strong
approbation from your house, this strengthening of
your expression would not have been noticed. Our
attentions have been so absorbed by the first mani-
festations of the sentiments of your house, that we
have lost sight of our own legislature: insomuch that
I do not know whether they are sitting or not.

The rejection of Mr. Rutledge by the Senate is a
bold thing, because they cannot pretend any objec-
tion to him but his disapprobation of the treaty. It
is of course a declaration that they will receive none
but tories hereafter into any department of the gov-
ernment. I should not wonder if Monroe were to be
recalled under the idea of his being of the partisans
of France, whom the President considers as the parti-
sans of war & confusion in his letter of July 31, and
as disposed to excite them to hostile measures, or at
least to unfriendly sentiments. A most infatuated
blindness to the true character of the sentiments en-
tertained in favor of France. The bottom of my
page warns me that it is time to end my commentaries
on the facts you have furnished me. You would of
course however wish to know the sensations here on
those facts. My friendly respects to Mrs. Madison,
to whom the next week’s dose will be directed.
Adieu affectionately.
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NOTES ON PROF. EBELING'S LETTER OF JULY 30, 95*

Professor Ebeling mentioning the persons in
America from whom he derives information for his
work, it may be useful for him to know how far he
may rely on their authority.

President Stiles, an excellent man, of very great
learning, but remarkable for his credulity.

All these are men of respectable

g; g;lﬁf' characters worthy of confidence as

Dr. Ramsay to any facts they @ay state, and

Mr. Barlow rendered, by their good sense,
’ good judges of them.

Mr. Morse. Good authorities for whatever

Mr. Webster. relates to the Eastern states, & per-

haps as far South as the Delaware.
But South of that their information is worse than
'none at all, except as far as they quote good author-
ities. They both I believe took a single journey
through the Southern parts, merely to acquire the
right of being considered as eye-witnesses. But to
pass once along a public road thro’ a country, & in
one direction only, to put up at it’s taverns, and get
into conversation with the idle, drunken individuals
who pass their time lounging in these taverns, is not
the way to know a country, it’s inhabitants, or man-
ners. To generalize a whole nation from these speci-
mens is not the sort of information which Professor
Ebeling would wish to compose his work from.

1 Undated, but probably written late in 1795. Christoph Daniel
Ebeling was at this time preparing his Biography and History of
North America.
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Webster's Minerva. ment of a country from
Columbian centinel. it’s newspapers the
character of these papers should be known, in order
that proper allowances & corrections may be used.
This will require a long explanation, without which,
these particular papers would give a foreigner a very
false view of American affairs.

The people of America, before the revolution-war,
being attached to England, had taken up, without
examination, the English ideas of the superiority of
their constitution over every thing of the kind which
ever had been or ever would be tried. The revolu-
tion forced them to consider the subject for them-
selves, and the result was an universal conversion to
republicanism. Those who did not come over to
this opinion, either left us, & were called Refugees,
or staid with us under the name of tories; & some,
preferring profit to principle took side with us and
floated with the general tide. Our first federal con-
stitution, or confederation as it was called, was
framed in the first moments of our separation from
England, in the highest point of our jealousies of
independance as to her & as to each other. It
formed therefore too weak a bond to produce an
union of action as to foreign nations. This appeared
at once on the establishment of peace, when the
pressure of a common enemy which had hooped us
together during the war, was taken away. Congress
was found to be quite unable to point the action of the
several states to a common object. A general desire
therefore took place of amending the federal con-

Fenno's Gazette of the U. S. } To form a just judg-
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stitution. This was opposed by some of those who
wished for monarchy to wit, the Refugees now re-
turned, the old tories, & the timid whigs who prefer
tranquility to freedom, hoping monarchy might be
the remedy if a state of complete anarchy could be
brought on. A Convention however being decided
on, some of the monocrats got elected, with a hope
of introducing an English constitution, when they
found that the great body of the delegates were
strongly for adhering to republicanism, & for giving
due strength to their government under that form,
they then directed their efforts to the assimilation of
all the parts of the new government to the English
constitution as nearly as was attainable. In this
they were not altogether without success; insomuch
that the monarchical features of the new constitu-
tion produced a violent opposition to it from the
most zealous republicans in the several states. For
this reason, & because they also thought it carried
the principle of a consolidation of the states farther
than was requisite for the purpose of producing an
union of action as to foreign powers, it is still doubted
by some whether a majority of the people of the
U. S. were not against adopting it. However it was
carried through all the assemblies of the states, tho’
by very small majorities in the largest states. The
inconveniences of an inefficient government, driving
the people as is usual, into the opposite extreme, the
elections to the first Congress run very much in
favor of those who were known to favor a very
strong government. Hence the anti-republicans ap-
peared a considerable majority in both houses of
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Congress. They pressed forward the plan therefore
of strengthening all the features of the government
which gave it resemblance to an English constitu-
tion, of adopting the English forms & principles of
administration, and of forming like them a monied
interest, by means of a funding system, not calcu-
lated to pay the public debt, but to render it per-
petual, and to make it an engine in the hands of the
executive branch of the government which, added
to the great patronage it possessed in the disposal
of public offices, might enable it to assume by de-
grees a kingly authority. The biennial period of
Congress being too short to betray to the people,
spread over this great continent, this train of things
during the first Congress, little change was made in
the members to the second. But in the mean time
two very distinct parties had formed in Congress;
and before the third election, the people in general
became apprised of the game which was playing for
drawing over them a kind of government which they
never had in contemplation. At the 3d. election
therefore a decided majority of Republicans were
sent to the lower house of Congress; and as infor-
mation spread still farther among the people after
the 4th. election the anti-republicans have become
a weak minority. But the members of the Senate
being changed but once in 6. years, the completion
of that body will be much slower in it’s assimilation
to that of the people. This will account for the
differences which may appear in the proceedings &
spirit of the two houses. Still however it is inevitable
that the Senate will at length be formed to the re-
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publican model of the people, & the two houses of
the legislature, once brought to act on the true prin-
ciples of the Constitution, backed by the people, will
be able to defeat the plan of sliding us into monarchy,
& to keep the Executive within Republican bounds,
notwithstanding the immense patronage it possesses
in the disposal of public offices, notwithstanding it
has been able to draw into this vortex the judiciary
branch of the government & by their expectancy of
sharing the other offices in the Executive gift to
make them auxiliary to the Executive in all it’s
views instead of forming a balance between that &
the legislature as it was originally intended and not-
withstanding the funding phalanx which a respect
for public faith must protect, tho it was engaged by
false brethren. Two parties then do exist within
the U. S. they embrace respectively the following
descriptions of persons.

The Anti-republicans consist of

1. The old refugees & tories.

2. British merchants residing among us, & com-
posing the main body of our merchants.

3. American merchants trading on British capital.
Another great portion.

4. Speculators & Holders in the banks & public
funds.

5. Officers of the federal government with some
exceptions.

6. Office-hunters, willing to give up principles for
places. A numerous & noisy tribe.

7. Nervous persons, whose languid fibres have more
analogy with a passive than active state of things.

VOL. VIIL.—14.
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The Republican part of our Union comprehends

1. The entire body of landholders throughout the
United States.

2. The body of labourers, not being landholders,
whether in husbanding or the arts.

The latter is to the aggregate of the former party
probably as soo to one; but their wealth is not as
disproportionate, tho’ it is also greatly superior, and
is in truth the foundation of that of their antagonists.
Trifling as are the numbers of the Anti-republican
party, there are circumstances which give them an
appearance of strength & numbers. They all live
in cities, together, & can act in a body readily & at
all times; they give chief employment to the news-
papers, & therefore have most of them under their
command. The Agricultural interest is dispersed
over a great extent of country, have little means of
intercommunication with each other, and feeling
their own strength & will, are conscious that a single
exertion of these will at any time crush the machina-
tions against their government. As in the com-
merce of human life, there are commodities adapted
to every demand, so there are newspapers adapted to
the Antirepublican palate, and others to the Repub-
lican. Of the former class are the Columbian Cen-
tinel, the Hartford newspaper, Webster’s Minerva,
Fenno’s Gazette of the U. S., Davies’s Richmond
paper &c. Of the latter are Adams’s Boston paper,
Greenleaf’s of New York, Freneau’s of New Jersey,
Bache’s of Philadelphia, Pleasant’s of Virginia &c.
Pleasant’s paper comes out twice a week, Greenleaf’s
& Freneau’s one a week, Bache’s daily. I do not
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know how often Adam’s. I shall according to your
desire endeavor to get Pleasant’s for you for 1794, &
95. and will have it forwarded through ¢6 from time
to time to your correspondent at Baltimore.

While on the subject of authorities and informa-
tion, the following works are recommended to Pro-
fessor Ebeling.

Minot’s history of the insurrection in Massachusetts
in 1786. 8%

Mazzei. Recherches historiques et politiques sur
les E. U. de I’Amerique. 4 vol. 8° This is to be
had from Paris. The author is an exact man.

The article ‘Etats Unis de I’Amerique’ in the
Dictionnaire d’ Economie politique et diplomatique, de
VEncyclopedie methodique. This article occupies
about go. pages, is by De Meusnier, and his materials
were worthy of confidence, except so far as they were
taken from the Abbé Raynal. Against these effu-
sions of an imagination ¢ delirio it is presumed Pro-
fessor Ebeling needs not be put on his guard. The
earlier editions of the Abbé Raynal’'s work were
equally bad as to both South & North America. A
gentleman however of perfect information as to
South America, undertook to reform that part of the
work, and his changes & additions were for the most
part adopted by the Abbé in his latter editions.
But the North-American part remains in it’s original
state of worthlessness.
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TO ARCHIBALD STUART®

MONTICELLO, Jan. 3, 'g6.

DEeAR Sir,—I troubled you once before on the
subject of my nails, and must trouble you once more,
but hope my present plan will protect you from all
further embarrasment with it. I set out with refus-
ing to retail, expecting the merchants of my neigh-
borhood and the upper country would have given a
preference to my supplies, because delivered here at
the Richmond wholesale prices, and at hand to be
called for in small parcels, so that they need not to
keep large sums invested in that article & lying
dead on their hands. The importing merchants how-
ever decline taking them from a principle of sup-
pressing every effort towards domestic manufacture,
& the merchants who purchase here being much under
the influence of the importers, take their nails from
them with their other goods. I have determined
therefore to establish deposits of my nails to be re-
tailed at Milton, Charlottesville, Staunton, Wor-
mester, & Warren, but first at the three first places,
because I presume my present works, which turn
out a ton a month, will fully furnish them, and two
additional fires which will be at work in a short time,
will raise it to a ton and a half a month, and enable
me to extend my supplies to Wormester & Warren.
I shall retail at Richmond wholesale prices, laying on
5 percent at Milton & Charlottesville for commission
to the retailers, and 1o. percent at the other places

* Prom the original in the possession of the Virginia Historical
Society.
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for commission & transportation. My present re-
tailing prices at Staunton would be

Sixes 121}“ per lb equal to 7/3} per M

Eights 12¢ equal to 10/
Tens 113 ¢ equal to 12/5}
Twelves 11° “  equal to 14/8
Sixteens 10}* “ equal to 17/6

143

Twenties 10? equal to 20/10

It is tolerably certain that the moment my deposit
opens there will be an entire stoppage to the sale of
all imported nails, for a body can retazl them in the
upper country at the Richmond wholesale prices, ad-
vanced only 5 or 1o percent. and as I mean to employ
only one person in each place to retail, it will be of
some advantage to the merchant who will undertake
it, to have the entire monopoly of the nail business,
& so draw to his store every one who wants nails,
besides the commission of 5 percent, which in an
article to be sold for ready money only, and where he
does not employ a farthing of his own capital, I am
advised is a sufficient allowance for commission. I
should expect them to send me a copy of their sales
once a month, and to hold the proceeds ready for my
draughts at stated periods, say monthly. I trouble
you to engage some person whom you can recom-
mend for punctuality, to retail for me. I heard very
favorable accounts of a Mr. Stuart, merch® of Staun-
ton, & should not hesitate to prefer him if he will
undertake it. If not, pray do me the favor to find
some other. I have written you the details, not that
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you need trouble yourself with explaining them to
any person but that you may put this letter into his
hands. As soon as you will name to me the person
you engage I will send him an assortment of nails
by the first waggons which will take them in.—Will
you be so good as to procure for me a good bearskin,
dressed, with a soft skin & the hair on. Dr. John-
son will on your application be so good as to pay for
it, and take credit on his account with me. My re-
spectful salutations to Mrs. Stuart, and assurances of
attachment to yourself from yours affectionately.

TO GEORGE WYTHE 3. Mss.
MoNTICELLO, January 16, 1796.

In my letter which accompanied the box contain-
ing my collection of Printed laws, I promised to send
you by post a statement of the contents of the box.
On taking up the subject I found it better to take a
more general view of the whole of the laws I possess,
as well Manuscript as printed, as also of those which
I do not possess, and suppose to be no longer extant.
This general view you will have in the enclosed paper,
whereof the articles stated to be printed constitute
the contents of the box I sent you. Those in MS.
were not sent, because not supposed to have been
within your view, and because some of them will not
bear removal, being so rotten, that in turning over a
leaf it sometimes falls into powder. These I pre-
serve by wrapping & sewing them up in oiled cloth,
so that neither air nor moisture can have access to
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them. Very early in the course of my researches
into the laws of Virginia, I observed that many of
them were already lost, and many more on the point
of being lost, as existing only in single copies in the
hands of careful or curious individuals, on whose
death they would probably be used for waste paper.
I set myself therefore to work, to collect all which
were then existing, in order that when the day should
come in which the public should advert to the magni-
tude of their loss in these precious monuments of our
property, and our history, a part of their regret
might be spared by information that a portion has
been saved from the wreck, which is worthy of their
attention & preservation. In searching after these
remains, I spared neither time, trouble, nor expense;
and am of opinion that scarcely any law escaped me,
which was in being as late as the year 1778 in the
middle or Southern parts of the State. In the North-
ern parts, perhaps something might still be found.
In the clerk’s office in the antient counties, some of
these MS. copies of the laws may possibly still exist,
which used to be furnished at the public expense to
every county, before the use of the press was intro-
duced; and in the same places, and in the hands of
antient magistrates or of their families, some of the
fugitive sheets of the laws of separate sessions, which
have been usually distributed since the practice com-
menced of printing them. But recurring to what
we actually possess, the question is, what means will
be the most effectual for preserving these remains
from future loss? All the care I can take of them,
will not preserve them from the worm, from the
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natural decay of the paper, from the accidents of
fire, or those of removal when it is necessary for any
public purposes, as in the case of those now sent
you. Our experience has proved to us that a single
copy, or a few, deposited in MS. in the public offices,
cannot be relied on for any great length of time.
The ravages of fire and of ferocious enemies have
had but too much part in producing the very loss we
are now deploring. How many of the precious works
of antiquity were lost while they were preserved only
in manuscript? Has there ever been one lost since
the art of printing has rendered it practicable to
multiply & disperse copies? This leads us then to
the only means of preserving those remains of our
laws now under consideration, that is, a multiplica-
tion of printed copies. I think therefore that there
should be printed at public expense, an edition of
all the laws ever passed by our legislatures which
can now be found; that a copy should be deposited
in every public library in America, in the principle
public offices within the State, and some perhaps in
the most distinguished public libraries of Europe,
and that the rest should be sold to individuals,
towards reimbursing the expences of the edition.
Nor do I think that this would be a voluminous
work. The MSS. would probably furnish matter
for one printed volume in folio, would comprehend
all the laws from 1624 to 17or, which period in-
cludes Purvis. My collection of Fugitive sheets
forms, as we know, two volumes, and comprehends
all the extant laws from 1734 to 1783; and the laws
which can be gleaned up from the Revisals to supply
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the chasm between 1701 & 1734, with those from
1783 to the close of the present century, (by which
term the work might be compleated,) would not be
more than the matter of another volume. So that
four volumes in folio, would give every law ever
passed which is now extant; whereas those who wish
to posses as many of them as can be procured, must
now buy the six folio volumes of Revisals, to wit,
Purvis & those of 1732, 1748, 1768, 1783, & 1794, and
in all of them possess not one half of what they wish.
What would be the expence of the edition I cannot
say, nor how much would be reimbursed by the sales;
but I am sure it would be moderate, compared with
the rates which the public have hitherto paid for
printing their laws, provided a sufficient latitude be
given as to printers & places. The first step would
be to make out a single copy for the MSS., which
would employ a clerk about a year or something
more, to which expence about a fourth should be
added for the collation of the MSS., which would
employ 3. persons at a time about half a day, or a day
in every week. As I have already spent more time
in making myself acquainted with the contents &
arrangement of these MSS. than any other person
probably ever will, & their condition does not admit
their removal to a distance, I will chearfully under-
take the direction & superintendence of this work,
if it can be done in the neighboring towns of Char-
lottesville or Milton, farther than which I could not
undertake to go from home. For the residue of the
work, my printed volumes might be delivered to the
Printer.
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1 have troubled you with these details, because you
are in the place where they may be used for the pub-
lic service, if they admit of such use, & because the
order of assembly, which you mention, shews they are
sensible of the necessity of preserving such of these
laws as relate to our landed property; and a little
further consideration will perhaps convince them that
it is better to do the whole work once for all, than to
be recurring to it by piece-meal, as particular parts of
it shall be required, & that too perhaps when the
materials shall be lost. You are the best judge of
the weight of these observations, & of the mode of
giving them any effect they may merit. Adieu
affectionately.

TO JOHN ADAMS 3. Mss.
MonTiceLLo Feb. 28. 96.

I am to thank you my dear Sir for forwarding M.
D’Ivernois’ book on the French Revolution. I re-
ceive everything with respect which comes from him.
But it is on politics, a subject I never loved, & now
hate. I will not promise therefore to read it thor-
oughly. I fear the oligarchical executive of the
French will not do. We have always seen a small
council get into cabals & quarrels, the more bitter &
relentless the fewer they are. We saw this in our
committee of the states; & that they were from their
bad passions, incapable of doing the business of their
country. I think that for the prompt, clear & con-
sistent action so necessary in an executive, unity of
person is necessary as with us. I am aware of the
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objection to this, that the office becoming more im-
portant may bring on serious discord in elections. In
our country I think it will be long first; not within
our day, & we may safely trust to the wisdom of our
successors the remedies of the evil to arise in theirs.
Both experiments however are not fairly committed
& the result will be seen. Never was a finer convass
presented to work on than our countrymen. All of
them engaged in agriculture or the pursuits of honest
industry independent in their circumstances, enlight-
ened as to their rights & firm in their habits of order
& obedience to the laws. This I hope will be the
age of experiments in government, & that their basis
will be founded in principles of honesty, not of mere
force. We have seen no instance of this since the
days of the Roman republic, nor do we read of any
before that. Either force or corruption has been the
principle of every modern government, unless the
Dutch perhaps be excepted, & I am not well enough
informed to accept them absolutely. If ever the
morals of a people could be made the basis of their
own government it is our case; & who could propose
to govern such a people by the corruption of a legis-
lature, before he could have one night of quiet sleep
must convince himself that the human soul as well
as body is mortal. I am glad to see that whatever
grounds of apprehension may have appeared of a
wish to govern us otherwise than on principles of
reason & honesty, we are getting the better of them.
I am sure from the honesty of your heart, you join me
in detestation of the corruptions of the English gov-
ernment, & that no man on earth is more incapable
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than yourself of seeing that copied among us, will-
ingly. I have been among those who have feared
the design to introduce it here, & it has been a strong
reason with me for wishing there was an ocean of
fire between that island and us. But away politics.

I owe a letter to the Auditor on the subject of my
accounts while a foreign minister, & he informs me
yours hang on the same difficulties with mine. Be-
fore the present government there was a usage either
practised on or understood which regulated our
charges. This government has directed the future
by a law. But this is not retrospective, & I cannot
conceive why the treasury cannot settle accounts
under the old Congress on the principles that body
acted on. I shall very shortly write to Mr. Harrison
on this subject & if we cannot have it settled other-
wise I suppose we must apply to the Legislature. In
this I will act in concert with you if you approve of it.
Present my very affectionate respects to Mrs. Adams
& be assured that no one more cordially esteems
your virtues than, dear Sir, your sincere friend &
servant.

TO JAMES MONROE MON. MSS.
Mar. 2. 96.

DEAR Sir,—I wrote you two letters in the course
of the last twelve months to wit May 26. & Sep. 6.
95. and have received from you those of Sep. 7. 94.
& June 23. 95. neither of which were late enough to
inform me if either of mine had got to hand. In
those 1 gave you all the details public & private
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which my situation enabled me to do. In the last
I asked the delivery of a note to Frouillé for some
books, particularly the sequel of the Encyclopedia,
come out since he last furnished me. I hope these
have got to hand.

The most remarkable political occurrence with us
has been the treaty with England, of which no man
in the U S. has had the effrontery to affirm that it
was not a very bad one except A. H. under the sig-
nature of Camillus. It’s most zealous defenders only
pretended that it was better than war, as if war was
not invited rather than avoided by unfounded de-
mands. I have never known the public pulse beat
so full and in such universal union on any subject
since the declaration of Independance, the House of
representatives of the U. S. has manifested its disap-
probation of the treaty. We are yet to learn whether
they will exercise their constitutional right of refusing
the means which depend on them for carrying it into
execution. Should they be induced to lend their
hand to it it will be hard swallowing with their con-
stituents, but will be swallowed from the habits of
order & obedience to the laws which so much dis-
tinguish our countrymen. The resignation or rather
the removal of R. you will have learnt. His vindica-
tion bears hard on the executive in the opinions of
this quarter, and tho’ it clears him in their judgment
of the charge of bribery, it does not give them high
ideas of his wisdom or steadiness. The appointment
of J. Rutledge to be C. J. seems to have been intended
merely to establish a precedent against the descent
of that office by seniority, and to keep five mouths
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always gaping for one sugar plumb: for it was im-
mediately negatived by the very votes which so
implicitly concur with the will of the executive. I
may consign the appointment of Chase to the bench
to your own knolege of him & reflections. McHenry
secty. at war, Charles Lee Atty Genl, with Pickering
& Wolcott by their devotion to genuine republican-
ism will show to our citizens on what principles alone
they can expect to rise. The office of Secy. of State
was offered to P. H. in order to draw him over & gain
some popularity: but not till there was a moral cer-
tainty that he would not accept it. I presume you
receive the newspapers, & will have seen the amend-
ments to the constitution proposed by the Virginia
Assembly. Their reception by some of the other
assemblies has been such as to call for the sacrifice
of all feeling rather than ruffle the harmony so neces-
sary to the common good. The finances are said to
have been left by the late financier in the utmost
derangement, and his tools are urging the funding
the new debts they have contracted. Thus pos-
terity is to be left to pay the ordinary expenses of
our government in time of peace. As small news
may escape the notice of your other correspondents,
I shall give you what occurs to me. The James river
canal is now conducted into the town of Richmond
& full toll is exacted. 30. Doll. a share more however
are necessary to complete it. The Patowmac &
Norfolk canals are not in such forwardness. Mayo’
bridge, nearly destroyed by a flood, is reestablished.
R. is settled again in Richmond in the business of
the law.—Carter’s lands on the back of yours & Mr
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Short’s have got into the hands of one of the sons,
Ned, who is coming to live on them. The price of
wheat is 13/ here the bushel, & corn 20/ the barrel,
and not to be had indeed at any price. I have been
desirous of planting some fruit trees for you that
they may be growing during your absence. But Mr
Jones’s visits to the neighborhood have been so rare
& short that I have not had an opportunity of asking
from him the inclosure & allotment of the piece of
ground which seems proper for it. The season is
now passing. Do not fail to send over the Abricot-
peche. Bartram would receive & plant it, and then
furnish new plants.—Deaths are Zane, & Thos.
Pleasants of 4. Mile Creek. Mr Pendleton is also
said to be all but gone. A remarkable marriage is
that of Capt Alcock with the widow of Dr. Walker.
Your brother and family well. Derieux living in
Goochland under great sufferance, and hoping a
renovation of the aid promised from his aunt. My
sincere affections to Mrs Monroe & to yourself.
Adieu.

‘TO JAMES MADISON MAD. MSS.
Mar. 6, 96.

I wrote you Feb 21, since which I have recd yours
of the same day. Indeed, mine of that date related
only to a single article in yours of Jan 31 & Feb 7.
I do not at all wonder at the condition in which the
finances of the U S are found. Ham’s object from
the beginning, was to throw them into forms which
should be utterly undecypherable. I ever said he



224 The Writings of [1796

did not understand their condition himself, nor was
able to give a clear view of the excess of our debts
beyond our credits, nor whether we were diminishing
or increasing the debt. My own opinion was, that
from the commencemt of this government to the
time I ceased to attend to the subject, we had been
increasing our debt about a million of D. annually.
If mr. Gallatin would undertake to reduce this chaos
to order, present us with a clear view of our finances,
& put them into a form as simple as they will admit,
he will merit immortal honor. The accounts of the
U S ought to be, and may be made as simple as those
of a common farmer, and capable of being under-
stood by common farmers.

Disapproving, as I do, of the unjustifiable largess
to the dau’r’s of the C de Grasse, I will certainly not
propose to rivet it by a second example on behalf of
M. de Chastellux’s son. It will only be done in the
event of such a repetition of the precedent, as will
give every one a right to share in the plunder. Itis,
indeed, surprising you have not yet received the Brit-
ish treaty in form. I presume you would never re-
ceive it were not your co-operation on it necessary.
But this will oblige the formal notification of it to you.

I thank you for your information respecting
Lownes. There is one article still necessary to be
known from mr Howell. Lownes began with credit of
go. days from the time of the departure of the nailrod
from Philadelphia (not his delivery of it to the vessel;
for that makes a difference sometimes of many weeks)
but he afterwards reduced it to 6o. days. What
would be mr. Howell’s credits? I know that credit
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in Virginia startle a merchant in Philadelphia; but
I presume that mr. Howell could have confidence
enough in me (tho not personally known to him) to
make a trial, & govern himself afterwards according
to the result, & to the punctuality with which he
would receive his remittances. I wish to know this,
tho I am not yet decided to drop Lownes, on ac-
count of his being a good man, & I like much to be
in the hands of good men. There is great pleasure
in unlimited confidence. My consumption has now
advanced from 3. to 4. tons a quarter. I call for a
quarter’s supply at once, so that the last quarter’s
supply is always paid for before the next is called
for, or at the very time.—The Spanish treaty will
have some disagreeable features, seeds of chicanery
& eternal broils, instead of peace & friendship. At
a period not long before that, they had been ready
to sign one giving us vastly more than we had ever
contemplated; particularly in our intercourse with
their W. Indies.—I by no means think of declining
the work we have spoken of. On the contrary, I
wish with ardor to begin it, since the change of form
into which I propose to put it: the first ideas had
always oppressed me from a consciousness of my
want both of talents & materials to execute it. But
it will be impossible for a year to come: and I am
not certain whether, even after the present year, I
shall not be obliged to put my farms under such
direction as that I should be considered as not here
as to them, while I should be here as to my papers.

My salutations to mrs. Madison, friendly esteem to
mr. Giles, Page, &c.

VOL. VIIL.—13§.
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P. S. Have you considered all the consequences
of your proposition respecting post roads? I view it
as a source of boundless patronage to the executive,
jobbing to members of Congress & their friends,
and a bottomless abyss of public money. You will
begin by only appropriating the surplus of the post
office revenues; but the other revenues will soon be
called into their aid, and it will be a scene of eternal
scramble among the members, who can get the most
money wasted in their State; and they will always
get most who are meanest. We have thought,
hitherto, that the roads of a State could not be so
well administered even by the State legislature as by
the magistracy of the county, on the spot. What
will it be when a member of N H is to mark out a
road for Georgia? Does the power to establish post
roads, given you by Congress, mean that you shall
make the roads, or only select from those already
made, those on which there shall be a post? If the
term be equivocal, (& I really do not think it so,)
which is the safest construction? That which per-
mits a majority of Congress to go to cutting down
mountains & bridging of rivers, or the other, which
if too restricted may refer it to the states for amend-
ment, securing still due measure & proportion among
us, and providing some means of information to the
members of Congress tantamount to that ocular in-
spection, which, even in our county determinations,
the magistrate finds cannot be supplied by any other
evidence? The fortification of harbors were liable
to great objection. But national circumstances fur-
nished some color. In this case there is none. The
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roads of America are the best in the world except
those of France & England. But does the state of
our population, the extent of our internal commerce,
the want of sea & river navigation, call for such ex-
pense on roads here, or are our means adequate to
it? Think of all this, and a great deal more which
your good judgment will suggest, and pardon my
freedom.

TO WILLIAM B. GILES J. Mss.
MonTiICELLO, Mar 19, 96.

I know not when I have received greater satisfac-
tion than on reading the speech of Dr. Lieb, in the
Pennsylvania Assembly. He calls himself a new
member. I congratulate honest republicanism on
such an acquisition, and promise myself much from
a career which begins on such elevated ground. We
are in suspense here to see the fate and effect of mr.
Pitt’s bill against democratic societies. I wish ex-
tremely to get at the true history of this effort to
suppress freedom of meeting, speaking, writing and
printing. Your acquaintance with Sedgwick will en-
able you to do it. Pray get from him the outlines of
the bill he intended to have brought in for this pur-
pose. This will enable us to judge whether we have
the merit of the invention; whether we were really
beforehand with the British minister on this subject;
whether he took his hint from our proposition, or
whether the concurrence in the sentiment is merely
the result of the general truth that great men will
think alike and act alike, tho without intercommuni-



228 The Writings of [x796

cation. I am serious in desiring extremely the out-
lines of the bill intended for us. From the debates
on the subject of our seamen, 1 am afraid as much
harm as good will be done by our endeavors to arm
our seamen against impressments. It is proposed I
observe to register them & give them certificates of
citizenship to protect them from foreign impressment.
But these certificates will be lost in a thousand ways;
a sailor will neglect to take his certificate; he is wet
twenty times in a voyage; if he goes ashore without
it, he is impressed; if with it, he gets drunk, it is lost,
stolen from him, taken from him, and then the want
of it gives authority to impress, which does not exist
now. After ten years’ attention to the subject, I
have never been able to devise anything effectual,
but that the circumstance of an American bottom be
made ipso facto, a protection for a number of seamen
porportioned to her tonnage; to oblige American
captains when called on by foreign officers, to parade
the men on deck, which would show whether they
exceeded their own quota, and allow the foreign offi-
cers to send 2. or 3. persons aboard and hunt for any
suspected to be concealed. This, mr. Pinckney was
instructed to insist upon with Great Britain; to ac-
cept of nothing short of it; and, most especially, not
to agree that a certificate of citizenship should be re-
quirable from our seamen; because it would be made
a ground for the authorized impressment of them. I
am still satisfied that such a protection will place
them in a worse situation than they are at present.
It is true, the British minister has not shown any dis-
position to accede to my proposition: but it was not
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totally rejected; and if he still refuses, lay a duty of
1 d. sterling a yard on British oznabrigs, to make a
fund for paying the expenses of the agents you are
obliged to employ to seek out our suffering seamen.
I congratulate you on the arrival of mr. Ames & the
British treaty. The newspapers had said they would
arrive together. We have had a fine winter. Wheat
looks well. Corn is scarce and dear. 22/ here, 30/
in Amherst. Our blossoms are but just opening. I
have begun the demolition of my house, and hope to
get through its re-edification in the course of the
summer. But do not let this discourage you from
calling on us if you wander this way in the sum-
mer. We shall have the eye of a brick-kiln to poke
you into, or an Octagon to air you in. Adieu
affectionately.

TO JAMES MONROE MON. MsS.
MonNTICELLO Mar. 21. 6.

DEARr Sir,—I wrote you on the 2¢ inst. and now
take the liberty of troubling you in order to have the
inclosed letter to Mr Gautier safely handed to him.
I will thank you for information that it gets safely to
hand, as it is of considerable importance to him, to
the U S. to the state of Virginia, & to myself, by
conveying to him the final arrangement of the ac-
counts of Grand & Co. with all those parties.

Mr Jones happened fortunately to come into our
neighborhood a few days after the date of my last,
and ordered the proper ground to be inclosed &
reserved for trees for you. My gardener is this day
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gone to plant such as we had, which will serve for a
beginning. We shall engraft more for you this
spring & plant them the next.

The British treaty has been formally at length
1aid before Congress. All America is a tip-toe to see
what the H. of Representatives will decide on it.
We conceive the constitutional doctrine to be that
tho’ the P. & Senate have the general power of
making treaties yet whenever they include in a treaty
matters confided by the constitution to the three
branches of legislature, an act of legislation will be
requisite to confirm these articles, and that the H. of
Repr. as one branch of the legislature are perfectly
free to pass the act or to refuse it, governing them-
selves by their own judgment whether it is for the
good of their constituents to let the treaty go into
effect or not. On the precedent now to be set will
depend the future construction of our constitution,
and whether the powers of legislation shall be trans-
ferred from the P. Senate & H. of R. to the P. Senate
& Piarningo or any other Indian, Algerine or other
chief. It is fortunate that the first decision is to
be in a case so palpably atrocious as to have been
predetermined by all America.—The appointm® of
Elsworth C. J. and Chace one of the judges is doubt-
less communicated to you. My friendly respects to
mrs Monroe. Adieu affectionately.

TO JAMES MADISON MAD. MSS.
Mar. 27, 96.

Yours of the 13th is received. I am enchanted
with mr. Gallatin’s speech in Bache’s paper of
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Mar. 14. Itis worthy of being printed at the end of
the Federalist, as the only rational commentary on
the part of the constitution to which it relates. Not
that there may not be objections, and difficult ones,
to it, and which I shall be glad to see his answers to;
but if they are never answered, they are more easily
to be gulped down than those which lie to the doc-
trines of his opponents, which do in fact annihilate
the whole of the powers given by the constitution to
the legislature. According to the rule established by
usage & common sense, of construing one part of the
instrument by another, the objects on which the P
& S may exclusively act by treaty are much reduced,
but the field on which they may act with the sanction
of the legislature, is large enough; and I see no harm
in rendering their sanction necessary, and not much
harm in annihilating the whole treaty-making power,
except as to making peace. If you decide in favor of
your right to refuse co-operation in any case of treaty,
I should wonder on what occasion it is to be used, if
not on one where the rights, the interest, the honor
& faith of our nation are so grossly sacrificed; where
a faction has entered into a conspiracy with the ene-
mies of their country to chain down the legislature at
the feet of both; where the whole mass of your con-
stituents have condemned this work in the most un-
equivocal manner, and are looking to you as their
last hope to save them from the effects of the avarice
& corruption of the first agent, the revolutionary
machinations of others, and the incomprehensible
acquiescence of the only honest man who has as-
sented toit. I wish that his honesty and his political
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errors may not furnish a second occasion to exclaim,
“curse on his virtues, the "ve undone his country.”—
Cold weather, mercury at 26. in the morning. Corn
fallen at Richmond to 20/—stationary here; Nicholas
sure of his election; R. Jouett and Jo. Monroe in
competition for the other vote of the county. Affec-
tions to mrs. M. and yourself. Adieu.

TO JAMES MADISON MAD. MSS.
Apr. 17, 1796.
DEAR Sir,—Yours of the 4th came to hand the
day before yesterday. I have turned to the Conven-
tional history, and enclose you an exact copy of
what is there on the subject you mentioned. I have
also turned to my own papers, & send you some
things extracted from them, which shew that the
recollection of the P has not been accurate when he
supposed his own opinion to have been uniformly
that declared in his answer of Mar 30. The records
of the Senate will vouch for this. * * *

Extract, verbatim, from last page but one & the last
page.

“Mr. King suggested that the journals of the Con-
vention should be either destroyed, or deposited
in the custody of the President. He thought, if
suffered to be made public, a bad use would be made
of them by those who would wish to prevent the
adoption of the constitution. :

““Mr. Wilson preferred the 2d expedient. He had
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at one time liked the first best; but as false sug-
gestions may be propagated, it should not be made
impossible to contradict them.

““A question was then put on depositing the jour-
nals & other papers of the Convention in the hands
of the President, on which N H, ay, M, ay, Ct, ay,
N J, ay, Penna, ay, Del, ay, Md, no, Virga, ay, N C,
ay, S C, ay, Georgia, ay. This negative of Mary-
land was occasioned by the language of the instruc-
tions to the Deputies of that state, which required
them to report to the state the proceedings of the
Convention.

““The President having asked what the Convention
meant should be done with the journals, &c., whether
copies were to be allowed to the members, if applied
for, it was resolved nem. com. ‘that he retain the
journals & other papers subject to the order of the
Congress, if ever formed under the Constitution.’

“The members then proceeded to sign the instru-
ment, &c.”

“In the Senate, Feb 1, 1791.

“The commee, to whom was referred that part of
the speech of the Prt of the U S, at the opening of the
session, which relates to the commerce of the Medi-
terranean, & also the letter from the Secy of state,
dated 20 Jan, 1791, with the papers accompanying
the same, reported: whereupon,

“Resolved, that the Senate do advise & consent,
that the Pr of the U S take such measures as he may
think necessary for the redemption of the citizens
of the U S, now in captivity at Algiers, provided the
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expense shall not exceed 40,000. Dolls, & also, that
measures be taken to confirm the treaty now existing
between the U S and the Emperor of Morocco.”

The above is a copy of a resoln of Senate, referred
to me by the Pt, to prepare an answer to, and I find
immediately following this, among my Ppapers, a
press copy, from an original written fairly in my
own hand, ready for the P’s signature, & to be given
in to the Senate, the following answer:

“Gent of the Senate,—

“T will proceed to take measures for the ransom
of our citizens in captivity at Algiers, in conform-
ity with your resoln of advice of the 1st inst, so soon
as the moneys necessary shall be appropriated by
the Legislature, & shall be in readiness.

“The recognition of our treaty with the new Em-
peror of Morocco requires also previous appropria-
tion & provision. The importance of this last to the
liberty & property of our citizens, induces me to urge
it on your earliest attention.”

Tho’ I have no memm. of the delivery of this to
the Senate, yet I have not the least doubt it was given
in to them, & will be found among their records.

I find among my press copies, the following in my
hand writing:

“The committee to report, that the President does
not think that circumstances will justify, in the
present instance, his entering into absolute engage-
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ments for the ransom of our captives in Algiers, nor
calling for money from the treasury, nor raising
it by loan, without previous authority from both
branches of the legislature.”

“Apr 9, 1792.”

I do not recollect the occasion of the above paper
with certainty; but I think there was a comme ap-
pointed by the Senate to confer with the P on the
subject of the ransom, and to advise what is there
declined, and that a member of the commee advising
privately with me as to the report they were to make
to the House, I minuted down the above, as the sub-
stance of what I conceived to be the proper report,
after what had passed with the Prt, and gave the
original to the member, preserving the press copy.
I think the member was either mr. Izard or mr.
Butler, and have no doubt such a report will be
found on the files of the Senate.

On the 8th of May following, in consequence of
questions proposed by the Prt to the Senate, they
came to a resolution, on which a mission was founded.
* %k

—

TO PHILLIP MAZZEI J. MsS.

MONTICELLO, Apr. 24, 1796.
My Dear Frienp,—Your letter of Oct. 26. 1795.
is just received and gives me the first information
that the bills forwarded for you to V. S. & H. of

Amsterdam on V. Anderson for £39-17-10% & on
George Barclay for £70-8-6 both of London have
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been protested. I immediately write to the drawers
to secure the money if still unpaid. I wonder I have
never had a letter from our friends of Amsterdam on
that subject as well as acknoleging the subsequent
remittances. Of these I have apprised you by tripli-
cates, but for fear of miscarriage will just mention
that on Sep. 8. I forwarded them Hodgden’s bill on
Robinson Saunderson & Rumney of Whitehaven for
£300. and Jan. 31. that of the same on the same for
£137-16-6 both received from mr. Blair for your
stock sold out. I have now the pleasure to inform
you that Dohrman has settled his account with you,
has allowed the New York damage of zo. per cent
for the protest, & the New York interest of 7. per
cent. and after deducting the partial payments for
which he held receipts the balance was three thousand
& eighty-seven dollars which sum he has paid into
mr. Madison’s hands & as he (mr. Madison) is now in
Philadelphia, I have desired him to invest the money
in good bills on Amsterdam & remit them to the V.
Staphorsts & H. whom I consider as possessing your
confidence as they do mine beyond any house in
London. The pyracies of that nation lately ex-
tended from the sea to the debts due from them
to other nations renders theirs an unsafe medium
to do business through. I hope these remittances
will place you at your ease & I will endeavor to exe-
cute your wishes as to the settlement of the other
small matters you mention: tho’ from them I expect
little. E.R.r is bankrupt, or tantamount to it. Our
friend M. P.* is embarrassed, having lately sold the

1 Edmund Randolph. 2 Mann Page.
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fine lands he lives on, & being superlatively just &
honorable I expect we may get whatever may be in
his hands. Lomax is under greater difficulties with
less means, so that I apprehend you have little more
to expect from this country except the balance which
will remain for Colle after deducting the little matter
due to me, & what will be recovered by Anthony.
This will be decided this summer.

I have written to you by triplicates with every re-
mittance I sent to the V. S. & H. & always recapitu-
lated in each letter the objects of the preceding ones.
I enclosed in two of them some seeds of the squash
as you desired. Send me in return some seeds of
the winter vetch, I mean that kind which is sewn in
autumn & stands thro the cold of winter, furnishing
a crop of green fodder in March. Put a few seeds in
every letter you may write to me. In England only
the spring vetch can be had. Pray fail not in this.
I have it greatly at heart.:

 Prom this point begins the extract which is known as the ‘‘Mazzei
letter.” It originally appeared in a Florentine paper, from the Italian
text was translated into French and printed in the Moniteur, and from

that was retranslated into English, first appearing in America in The
Minerva of May 14, 1797, as follows:

‘“ Translated for the Minerva, from the Paris Monitor, of January 25.

“FLORENCE, January 1, 1797.
“PFrom Mr. Jefferson, late Minister of the United States in France,
and Secretary of the Department of Foreign Affairs, to a Citizen of
Virginia.
““This letter literally translated is addressed to M. Mazzei, author
of Researches, historical and political, upon the United States of
America, now resident in Tuscany.

‘Our political situation is prodigiously changed since you left us.
Instead of that noble love of liberty, and that republican government,
which carried us triumphantly thro the dangers of the war, an Anglo-

1
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The aspect of our politics has wonderfully changed
since you left us. In place of that noble love of
liberty, & republican government which carried us
triumphantly thro’ the war, an Anglican monarchi-
cal, & aristocratical party has sprung up, whose

Monarchio-Aristocratic party has arisen. Their avowed object is to
impose on us the substance, as they have already given us the form,
of the British government. Nevertheless, the principal body of our
citizens remain faithful to republican principles. All our proprietors
of lands are friendly to those principles, as also the mass of men of
talents. We have against us (republicans) the Executive Power, the
Judiciary Power, (two of the three branches of our government) all
the officers of government, all who are seeking offices, all timid men who
prefer the calm of despotism to the tempestuous sea of liberty, the British
merchants and the Americans who trade on British capitals, the specu-
lators, persons interested in the bank and the public funds. [Estab-
lishments invented with views of corruption, and to assimilate us to
the British model in its corrupt parts.

+] should give you a fever, if I should name the apostates who have
embraced these heresies; men who were Solomons in council, and
Samsons in combat, but whose hair has been cut off by the whore
England. [In the original, par la catin Angleterre, probably alluding
to the woman’s cutting off the hair of Sampson and his loss of strength
thereby.]

*They would wrest from us the liberty which we have obtained by
so much labor and peril; but we shall preserve it. QOur mass of
weight and riches is so powerful, that we have nothing to fear from
any attempt against us by force. It is sufficient that we guard our-
selves, and that we break the Lilliputian ties by which they have bound
us, in the first slumbers which succeeded our labors. It suffices that
we arrest the progress of that system of ingratitude and injustice
towards France, from which they would alienate us, to bring us under
British influence, &c.’

“Thus far the letter; to which are subjoined, in the French paper,
the following remarks:

‘This interesting letter from one of the most virtuous and enlightened
citizens of the United States, explains the conduct of the Americans
in regard to France. Itis certain that of all the neutral and friendly
powers, there is none from which France had a right to expect more
interest and succours than from the United States. She is their true
mother couniry, since she has assured to them their liberty and inde-




1796] Thomas Jefferson 239

avowed object is to draw over us the substance, as
they have already done the forms, of the British
government. The main body of our citizens, how-
ever, remain true to their republican principles; the
whole landed interest is republican, and so is a great

pendence. Ungrateful children, instead of abandoning her, they
ought to have armed in her defense. But if imperious circumstances
had prevented them from openly declaring for the Republic of France,
they ought at least to have made demonstrations and excited appre-
hensions in England, that at some moment or other they should de-
clare themselves. This fear alone would have been sufficient to force
the cabinet of London to make peace. It is clear that a war with the
United States would strike a terrible blow at the commerce of the
English, would give them uneasiness for the preservation of their
possessions on the American continent, and deprive them of the
means of conquering the French and Dutch colonies.

‘Equally ungrateful and impolitic, the Congress hastens to en-
courage the English, that they might pursue in tranquility their war
of extermination against France and to invade the Colonies and the
commerce of England.* They sent to London, a minister, Mr. Jay
known by his attachment to England, and his personal relations to
Lord Grenville, and he conducted suddenly a treaty of Commerce
which united them with Great Britain, more than a treaty of alliance.

‘Such a treaty, under all the peculiar circumstances, and by the
consequences which it must produce, is an act of hostility against
France. The French government in short has testified the resent-
ment of the French nation, by breaking off communication with an
ungrateful and faithless ally, until she shall return to a more just and
benevolent conduct. Justice and sound policy equally approve this
measure of the French government. There is no doubt it will give
rise, in the United States, to discussions which may afford a triumph
to the party of good republicans, the friends of France.

‘Some writers in disapprobation of this wise and necessary measure
of the directory, maintain that in the United States, the French have
for partizans only certain demagogues who aim to overthrow the ex-
isting government. But their imprudent falsehoods convince no one,
and prove only what is too evident, that they use the liberty of the
press, to serve the enemies of France.’

*“[The foregoing letter wears all the external marks of authenticity.

* There seems to be a mistake in the original in this passage, or we
mistake the construction.—Translator.
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mass of talents. Against us are the Executive, the
Judiciary, two out of three branches of the legisla-
ture, all the officers of the government, all who want
to be officers, all timid men who prefer the calm of
despotism to the boisterous sea of liberty, British
merchants & Americans trading on British capitals,
speculators & holders in the banks & public funds,
a contrivance invented for the purposes of corrup-
tion, & for assimilating us in all things to the rotten
as well as the sound parts of the British model. It
would give you a fever were I to name to you the
apostates who have gone over to these heresies, men
who were Samsons in the field & Solomons in the
council, but who have had their heads shorn by the

And yet it seems hardly possible an American could be capable of
writing such a letter. As the letter is circulating in Europe, we deem
it just, if a forgery, to give Mr. Jefferson an opportunity to disavow
it.]”

Upon this publication in America, and Jefferson’s failure to re-
pudiate it, he was savagely attacked by the Federal press. He at-
tempted no public explanation or palliation, but to his friends (see
post., letter to Madison, June 3, 1797), he sought to blame the transla-
tion for the stronger expressions, and many years later, in his letter
to Van Buren (June 24, 1824), he tried to explain away the apparent
allusions to Washington, even becoming insincere in his endeavors
to prove that his references did not allude to his former chief. So far
as this point is concerned, it is only necessary to note that the criticism
on Washington in this letter is far less severe than Jefferson was
writing to others in these years, and that Washington himself took
the references so wholly to himself, that from the publication of this
letter he ceased all correspondence and intercourse with his former
secretary. Nor is it probable that Jefferson’s attempt to discredit
the public version at the time was so much a repudiation of what
he had written, as it was a political desire to avoid the unpopularity
of being known as the critic of one whom he had himself to acknow-
ledge had such personal popularity ‘“‘that the people will support him
in whatever he will do or will not do, without appealing to their own
reason or to anything but their feelings toward him.”



1796) Thomas Jefferson 241

harlot England. In short, we are likely to preserve
the liberty we have obtained only by unremitting
labors & perils. But we shall preserve them; and
our mass of weight & wealth on the good side is so
great, as to leave no danger that force will ever be
attempted against us. We have only to awake and
snap the Lilliputian cords with which they have
been entangling us during the first sleep which suc-
ceeded our labors. I will forward the testimonial
of the death of mrs. Mazzei, which I can do the more
incontrovertibly as she is buried in my grave yard,
and I pass her grave daily. The formalities of the
proof you require, will occasion delay. John Page
& his son Mann are well. The father remarried to a
lady from N. York. Beverley Randolph ¢ la sua con-
sorte living & well. Their only child married to the
2d of T. M. Randolph. The eldest son you know
married my eldest daughter, is an able learned &
worthy character, but kept down by ill health. They
have two children & still live with me. My younger
daughter well. Colo. Innis is well, & a true republi-
can still as are all those before named. Colo. Monroe
is our M. P. at Paris a most worthy patriot & honest
man. These are the persons you inquire after. I
begin to feel the effects of age. My health has sud-
denly broke down, with symptoms which give me to
believe I shall not have much to encounter of the
tedium vite. While it remains, however, my heart
will be warm in it’s friendships, and among these,
will always foster the affection with which I am,
dear Sir, your friend and servant.

VOL. VIIL.—16.
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CONTRACT J. MSS.

This indenture made on the 12th day of May,
1796, between Thomas Jefferson of Virginia of the
one part and Nicholas and Jacob Vanstaphorst and
Hubbard of Amsterdam, bankers, of the other part,
witnesseth that whereas the sd Thomas is indebted
to them in the two sums of one thousand and four
dollars fifty-four cents, and eight hundred and eighty-
eight dollars sixty seven cents, making together
eighteen hundred ninety three dollars twenty one
cents for so much paid for him by them to the
United States, for the purpose of securing the said
whole sum last mentioned, to them, and in considera-
tion that they will forbear to demand by process in
law one third of the sd sum & interest till July 1797,
one other third & interest till July 1798. and one
other third & interest till July 1799. And for the
further considn. of five shillings to him by them paid
he the sd Thomas hath given granted & conveyed to
the sd Nicholas and Jacob Van Staphorst & Hub-
bard the following slaves, to wit, Ned and Jenny his
wife & Ned, Fanny, Dick, Gill & Scilla their children,
Rachel & Nancy & Abraham her children, old Betty
and Val. residing at the lands of the sd Thomas in
Albermarle called Tufton, and Bagwell & Minerva
his wife and Ursulla, and Mary and Virginia their
children residing on his lands in Albermarle called
Lago, in all seventeen, to have & to hold the sd
slaves to the sd Nicholas & Jacob Van Staphorst &
Hubbard their heirs exrs. & admrs. Provided that
if the sd Thomas shall pay to the sd. Nicholas &
Jacob Van Staphorst & Hubbard one third of the
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sd debt & interest before July, 1797. one other third
before July 1798. and one-third before July 1799.
or if they should demand in law earlier paiment then
these presents to be void. In witness whereof the
sd Thomas hath set his hand and seal the day and
year first above written.

TO JAMES MONROE MON. MSS.
June 12, 1796.

The dreadful misfortune of poor Derieux, who has
lost his house & all it’s contents by fire occasions the
present letter to cover one from him to his aunt. I
send it open for your perusal. Be so good as to seal
& send it. I hope she will, if she has not done it
already, send him some relief.

I received only 3. weeks ago your favor of Nov. 18.
It has been 5. months on it’s way to me. The reason
for engaging laborers to prepare for your buildings
was then over. They are to be got only about the
new year’s day. To this is added that the plan you
promised to send me is not come. It is perhaps not
unfortunate that nothing was begun this year. Corn
@ 25/ to 30/ a barrel would have rendered building
this year extremely dear. It does so to me who had
engaged in it before that circumstance was foreseen.
If your plan arrives, I will consult with Mr. Jones,
and according to the result of our Consultation make
Preparations in the winter for the next year’s work.

Congress has risen. You will have seen by their
proceedings the truth of what I always observed to
you, that one man outweighs them all in influence
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over the people who have supported his judgment
against their own & that of their representatives.
Republicanism must lie on it’s oars, resign the vessel
to it’s pilot, and themselves to the course he thinks
best for them.—I had always conjectured, from such
facts as I could get hold of, that our public debt was
increasing about a million of dollars a year. You
will see by Gallatin’s speeches that the thing is
proved. You will see further that we are com-
pleatly saddled & bridled