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To the Pulpit, the Puritan Pulprr, we owe the moral force which
won our independence
John Wingate Thornton

This principle, that a whole naton has a nght to do whatever 1t
pleases, cannot 1n anv sense whatever be admirtted as true The
eternal and immutable laws of jusuce and moralityv are para-
mount to all human legislation The violanions of those laws 1s
certainly within the power of a nation, but it 1 not among the
rights of natons

John Quincv Adams
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Foreword

Inspiration for this collection of sermons came over a number of vears
as 1 did research on the American founders™ pohitical philosophy 1
discovered that the “pulpit of the American Revolution"—to borrow
the utle of John Wingate Thornton's 1860 collecton—was the source
of exciting and uncommonly mmportant material What had passed for
pamphlets 1n my reading of excerpted eighteenth-century American
material often turned out to be published sermons I began to reahize
that this matenal. showing the perspective of biblical faith concerning
fundamental questions of human existence during our nation’s forma-
tive period, was extraordinanly abundant and extraordmanly httle
known

The rule of this collection has been to reprint unannotated editions
of complete sermons that would permit their authors to speak fully
for themselves The genre 15 the political sermon, broadly construed
s0 as to include a few pieces never preached that are sermonic 1 sense
and tone—that 15, hortatory and relating politics to convictions about
eternal verities. The chief criterion for selection of the various pieces
was their itellectual mterest. 1 was looking especially for political
theory 1n American sermons preached and then pubhished from the
onset of the Great Awakening to the beginning of the Second Awak-
ening and Thomas Jefferson’s second adminustration  An effort was
made to diversify viewpomts denominationally, theologically. pohiti-
callv, geographically. and even nationally  Since only previously pub-
hished matenals have been selected—that 15, nothing from manuscript
sources has been included'—a himitation resided in the fact that the
publication of sermons 1n America 1n the eighteenth century was a
specialty , 1f not a monopoly, of New Englanders

To permit the religious perspective concerning the rise of Amer-
can nationhood to have representative expression 1s important because
a steadyv attention to the pulpit from 1730 to 1805 unveils a distinctive

' Whether printed or manuscrpt sermons arc MOore representative 1s a question de-
bated in the hterature, see Donald Weber, Rberortc and History n Revolutionary New
England (New York, 1988), ~

Al



X1 FOREWORD

rhetoric of political discourse: Preachers interpreted pragmatic events
in terms of a political theology imbued with philosophical and revela-
tory learming. Their sermons also demonstrate the existence and ef-
fectiveness of a popular political culture that constantly assimilated
the currently urgent political and constitutional 1ssues to the
profound 1nsights of the Western spiritual and philosophical tradi-
tions. That culture’s political theorizing within the compass of ult-
mate historical and metaphysical concerns gave clear contours to
secular events in the minds of Americans of this vital era.

Religion gave birth to America, Tocqueville observed long ago *
On the eve of revolution, in his last-ditch attempt to stave off im-
pending catastrophe, Edmund Burke reminded the House of Com-
mons of the inseparable alliance between hberty and religion among
Englishmen i Amernica.’ Mercy Otis Warren noted n her 1805 his-
tory of the American Revolution “It must be acknowledged, that the
religious and moral character of Americans vet stands on a higher
grade of excellence and purity, than that of most other nations ™ Of
the Americans on the eve of the Revolution Carl Bridenbaugh has
exclaimed, “who can deny that for them the very core of existence
was therr relation to God>’"*

Although thev present a range of viewpomnts on many different
problems over a period of seventy-five vears, all our writers agree
that political liberty and religious truth are vitally intertwined And
while the role of the clergy as the philosophers of the American
founding has not recerved great attention from students of political
theory, it was abundantly clear to contemporaries. Perhaps the best
msight into the role of the mumstry was expressed by a participant,

* Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy i America, trans George Lawrence, ed ] P
Maver (Garden Citv, N Y | 1969), II. 432, cf 46—47. 288-91

3 Edmund Burke, “Speech on Moving His Resolutions for Conciliation with the Col-
omes, March 22, 1775 1n Burke, Selected Writings and Speeches, ed Peter J Stanhs
(1963, rpr Chicago, n d ), 147-85, esp 15860

+Mercy Ous Warren, History of the Rise, Progress and Termnation of the American Revo-
lution, Interspersed wirh Biographual, Political and Moral Observations, 2 vols , ed Lester
H Cohen (Indianapolis, 1988), 11, 686

S Carl Bndcnbaugh, Sptrtt af =6 The Growth of American Patriotism Before Independena’,
1607-1776 (New York, 1975), 117 The argument underlying thus paragraph 1s stated
more fully in Ellis Sandoz, A Government of Laws Politwcal Theory, Religion and the Amer-
tcan Founding (Baton Rouge, La . 1990), esp chaps 3 to 6, see also the Bibliographic
Note herem
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Reverend Wilhlam Gordon of Roxbury, Massachusetts, who wrote
the celebrated History of the American Revolution. “The ministers of
New England being mostly congregationalists,” Gordon wrote,

are from that circumstance, 1 a professional way more attached and habit-
uated to the principles of hberty than if they had spiritual superniors to lord
it over them, and were m hopes of possessing 1n their turn, through the
gift of government, the seat of power They oppose arbitrary rule in civil
concerns from the love of freedom, as well as from a desire of guarding
agamnst 1ts introduction into rehigious matters The clergy of this colony
are as virtuous, sensible and learned a set of men, as will probably be
found in any part of the globe of equal size and equally populous Tt
15 certainly a duty of the clergy to accommodate their discourses to the
times, to preach aganst such sins as are most prevalent, and to recommend
such virtues as are most wanted You have frequentlv remarked that
though the partizans of arbitrary power will freely censure that preacher.
who speaks boldly for the liberties of the people, thev will admire as an
excellent divine, the parson whose discourse 1s wholly in the opposite, and
teaches, that magistrates have a divine right for doing wrong, and are to be
mnplicitly obeved, men professing Chnsuanty, as if the religion of the
blessed Jesus bound them tamely to part with thewr natural and social

nights, and slavishly to bow their neck to any tyrant, 6

Whatever the differences among them, all the sermon authors take as
their reality the still famihar biblical image of Creator and creation, of
fallen and sinful men, striving 1n a mysteriously ordered existence
toward a personal salvation and an eschatological fulfillment They
knew that these goals are themselves paradoxically attamnable only
through the divine grace of election, a condition experienced as the
unmerited gift of God, discernible (if at all) in a person’s faith in
Christ, which yields assurance of Beatitude. The relationships are
variously symbolized by personal and corporate reciprocal covenants
ordering individual lives, church communities, and all of society 1n

6 Wilham Gordon, The History of the Rise, Progress and Establishment of the United States
of America, mcluding An Account of the Late War, 3 vols , 2d ed (New York, 1~94), 1.
273-74 See the study of Gordon's History 1n Lester H Cohen, The Revolutionary Histo-
ries Contemporary Narratives of the American Revolution (Ithaca. N Y | 1980) Apparenth
overlooked by Cohen 15 the rare and mmportant volume by |{Bernard] Hubley . History of
the American Revolution (Northumberland. Pa , 1805) Projected as a two-volume work,
only the first volume, of 606 pages, appeared, covering the vears 1773 to 1775 (Evans
137105, Huntington 7593)
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multiple layers productive of good works, inculcating divine truth
and attentiveness to providential direction according to the “law of
liberty” of the sovereign God revealed 1n the lowly Nazarene.” The
picture that thus emerges is not merely parochially Puritan or Calvin-
istic but Augustinian and biblical.

The varieties of spiritual belief fundamental to the writers repre-
sented herein cannot be explored here, but some background can be
indicated. For though our concern is with political sermons—and thus
exceptional expressions of the faith of a people who looked to the
eternal beyond for the perfect fulfiliment of their pilgrimage through
tume in partnership with God—the spiritual root of that collaborative
enterprise directed by Providence requires a word or two of clarifica-
tion. Of course, the pohtical background 1s the direct movement of
disparate British colonial societies toward independent nationhood,
federally organized under a Constitution that preserves the essentials
of English liberty under law. It was a passage of history that mvolved
the concerted effort of military force evinced in the Revolution and
the articulation of the principles of free government, these principles
inspired creation of a national community and became the grounds of
a political orthodoxy called republican and constitutional government.
Momentous developments crescendoed with British adoption of the
Stamp Act of 1765, leading in little more than a decade to the deci-
sion for independence in 1776, which demanded eight years of fight-
ing and formally ended with the signing of the peace treaty in Paris
in 1783 The Federal Convention in 1787 provided a barely accepted
Consttution, one immediately embellished by a Bill of Rights, that
became the supreme law of the land in 1791. By the beginning of
Jefferson’s second term, the institutional arrangements had been test-
ed and operations refined, the first party system had emerged, and
the country had doubled in size thanks to the Lowsiana Purchase.
But another strand of history accompanies, interacts with, and gives
roots to this famihar progress, one that is less known and lacks the
direct line of development just rehearsed.

" The “law of hberty” or “perfect law of frecdom (nomon teleion eleutherias)” of James
125 (cf James 2 12 and I Peter 2 16) echoes the Johannine Christ “Ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make [set] you free (eleutherooser)” as given 1n John 8 32 and
rerterated 1n subsequent verses (8 33, 36), culmmating 1n the great declaration “If the
Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed ”
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The revolution 1n the spiritual life of America began within a dec-
ade of the preaching of the first sermon reprinted here, that of the
celebrated Benjamin Colman in Boston 1n 1730. It is called the Great
Awakening. There is reason to suppose that the two lines of develop-
ment are intimatelv, even decisively, connected. Narrowly construed
as occurring m the vears 1739 to 1742, the Great Awakening
designates the outburst of religious revival that swept the colonies in
those years.® It reached from Georgia to New England and affected
every stratum of societv. Since the earthquake of 1727 that Benjamin
Colman alludes to in his sermon, however, there had been a quicken-
ing of rehgious impulses. The Awakening was a spiritual earthquake,
one that, as Alan Heimert and Perrv Miller wnite, “clearlyv began a
new era, not merely of American Protestantism, but in the evolution
of the American mind.”™ A murning point and crisis 1n American soci-
ety, 1t rumbled and echoed through the next decades

American events could be seen as part of the general rise of reli-
gious sentiment traceable in Europe between 1730 and 1760, particu-
larly in England, where the catalysts were the itinerant Anglican
priests John and Charles Weslev, the founders of Methodism. and
their compatriot George Whitefield These men played a large part in
rescuing England from the social debauchery and political corruption
associated with the Gin Age, aspects of the period portrayed in Ho-
garth’s prints and Fielding’s novels.'® Near the end of this volume’s
time period the so-called Second Awakening began, starting in 1800—
1801 with revival camp meetings on the frontier and n the backcoun-
try. The great political events of the American founding, thus, have a
backdrop of resurgent religion whose calls for repentance and faith
plainly complement the calls to resist tyranny and constitutional cor-

8 Alan Heimert and Perry Miller, eds , The Great Awakeming Documents Hlustrating
the Crists and Its Consequences (Indianapohss, Ind |, 1967), xm

91bid | xnv, of Perry Miller, “The Great Awakenmg from 1-40 to 1750." Encounter
(The Divinity School, Duke Umversity, Durham, N C . March 1956). 5—9, also Her-
bert L Osgood. American Colontes in the Esghteenth Century. 4 vols (1924, rpr Glouces-
ter, Mass , 1958), I, 407—490, and Carl Bridenbaugh, Cittes i Revolt Urban Life n
America, 1743176 (New York, 1955), 64, 150-56, 404

19 See the biographical notes and sermons numbered 4. 13, 14, and 18 herem On
the Gin Age. see W E H Lecky, A Hustory of England 1 the Esghteenth Century, 7 vols
(London, 1892), II, chap 5. also M Dorothy George. London Life 1n the Eigbteenth Cen-
tury (1925, rpr New York, 1964). 27-37 and passim, more entertamingly. see the first
modern novels, Henry Fielding's Tom Jones (1749) and, especially, Amela (1751)
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ruption so as to lhive virtuously as God-fearing Christians, and, even-
tually, as responsible republican citizens "'

The preemment awakener m America throughout much of this
whole period was the English evangehst George Whitefield (see no. 4,
herein), who first visited the colonies in 1738 and made six more
preaching tours of the country, and who died in 1770 one September
morning just before he was to preach in Newburyport, Massachu-
setts. Regarded as not onlv the most controversial preacher of his
tume but as “perhaps the greatest extemporaneous orator 1n the histo-
ry of the English church,” 1t 1s Whatefield's view of the human phght
and 1ts remedy that will best show the thrust of the Awakening as
formative of the American mind. James Downeyv has written

The theme of his preaching 1s that of evangelicals 1n every age 1n his natu-
ral state man 1s estranged from God, Jesus Christ, by his death and Atone-
ment, has paid the price of that estrangement and made reconcihation with
God possible. to achueve salvation man, with the guidance and the grace of
the Holy Ghost, must repudiate sin and openly identify himself with
Christ To Whitefield religion. when properly understood, meant “a thor-
ough, real, inward change of nature, wrought in us by the powerful opera-
tions of the Holy Ghost, conveved to and nourished i our hearts, by a
constant use of all the means of grace, evidenced by a good hfe, and bring-
ing forth the fruits of the spirit ™ There was, of course, nothing new m this
belief Its special appeal for eighteenth-century audiences lay partly 1n the
fact that it answered an emotional need the established Church had for too
long tried to ignore, and partly 1n the chanismatic personality of the man
who revived 1t '?

It is perhaps worth stressing in a secularized age that the mystic’s
ascent and the evangelist’s call, although conducted in different fo-
rums, have much 1n common. For each seeks to find the responsive

" A fine, concise account of the relationship of the Great Awakening to political
developments 15 ginven by Willam G McLoughhin 1n * ‘Enthusiasm for Liberty” The
Great Awakening as the Keyv to the Revolution,” 1n Jack P Greene and Wilham G
McLoughlin, Preachers & Politicians Two Essays on the Origns of the American Revolution
(Worcester. Mass , 1977), 47—73, see also. Donald Weber, Rbetoric and History in Revolu-
twonary New England (New York. 1988)

'* James Downey, The Eighteenth-Century Pulpst A Study of the Sermons of Butler,
Berkeley, Secker, Sterne, Whitefield and Wesley (Oxford, 1969). 155, 157, mternal quote
ated from | Gullies, ed . Works on Whitefield, 6 vols (London. 1771~1772), V. 161
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place in a person’s consciousness where a vivid communion with God
occurs, with the consequence that this concourse becomes the trans-
formative core for that person, who therewith sees himself as a “new
man” mtally 1 the conversion experience (represented as a spiritual
rebirth) and subsequently in the continuing meditative nurture of the
soul, pursued by everv means but chieflv, in American Protestant-
1sm, through praver, sermons, and scriptural meditation The great
cry of the awakeners was for a converted ministry . one able to revive
religious communities lacking vitality and zeal, so as to make the
presence of God with his people a palpable reality Such hortatory
preaching and mtent were the hallmarks of the so-called New Light,
or New Side, clergv. as contrasted with their opposites (Old Light.
Old Side ministers), who eschewed emonon and experimental reli-
gion Many of the former, like Whitefield himself, had no church of
their own but traveled the country preaching mn homes and pastures
or wherever thev could four and five times 1n a dav that often began
before dawn They were not always treated as welcome visitors by
the established clergy. with whom serious conflict sometimes arose
It 15 agamst the experiential background of such preaching that the
political teaching of the mumsters of the eighteenth centurv s to be
seen as it was powerfully displaved 1 crisis and revolution From
therr biblical perspective, 1t can be said that man 1s a moral agent
hiving freelv mn a reality that 1s good, comung from the hand of God.
“And God saw evervthing that he had made. and behold, 1t was very
good ""? With the responsibibitv to hve well, 1 accordance with
God’s commandments and through exercise of hts mind and free will,
man longs for knowledge of God's word and truth and seeks God’s
help to keep an open heart so as to recerve them Among the chief
hindrances to this Iife of true liberty 1s the oppression of men, who 1n
service to evil deceive with untruth and impose falsehood 1n 1ts place.
proclamming it to be true Man, blessed with hberty, reason. and a

"3 Genesis 1 31 This, and Pealm 119 134 ("Delner me from the oppression of man
So will T keep thy precepts ™). were the texts for the Plvmouth Anmiversary Scrmon
by Gad Hitchcock of Pembroke which was preached at Plymouth Massachusetts on
December 22, 1774, 1t 15 the prinapal source of the summary gnen in this and the
follow ing paragraph. reprinted n Verna M Hall ed | The Christian History of the Amer-
wan Revolution {San Francisco, 1976). 30—43
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moral sense, created 1n the image of God, a little Jower than the an-
gels, and given dominson over the earth (Psalm 8, Hebrews 2.6—12),
1s the chief and most perfect of God’s works.

Liberty 1s, thus, an essential principle of man’s constitution, a nat-
ural trait which vet reflects the supernatural Creator. Liberty is God-
given The growth of virtue and perfection of being depends upon
free choice, in response to divine invitation and help, in a cooperative
relationship The correlate of responsibility, hiberty is most truly ex-
ercised by living 1n accordance with truth Man’s domimon over the
earth and the other creatures, his mastery of nature through reason,
15 subject to no restraint but the law of his nature, which 1s perfect
liberty, the obligation to obey the laws of the Creator onlv checks his
licentiousness and abuse.

Our preachers, however, understood that this gift of freedom to do
right and live truly carnes another possibility, rebellion and rejection,
as well This, in turn, leads to the necessity of government to coerce
a degree of nght hiving and justice from a mankind fallen from the
high road of willing obedience to the loving Father. Unfortunatety,
coercive law can be inflicted in wavs that are not merely just and
conducive to truth, nghteousness, and union with God, but not n-
tfrequentlv to their very opposites. This biblical understanding of the
human condition 1s reflected 1n the most famous passage of The Feder-
alist (no. 51), which turns on the sentiments that if men were angels
there would be no need for government, for what 1s government but
the greatest of all reflections on human nature? It remains true, James
Madison continued, that “Justice 1s the end of government. It 1s the
end of civil society It ever has been, and ever will be pursued, until
it be obtamed, or unul hberty be lost in the pursuit ~

A few words may now be said about the sermon as a rhetorical and
symbolic form, particularly the political sermon. It was the axiom of
one of the leading figures of the New Light movement and the educa-
tor of preachers, Nathanael Emmons, “Have something to sav, say
it.” The suggestion of terseness 15 misleading, however, since eight-
eenth-century preachers had a great deal to say. The Sunday service
mught typically open with a praver that lasted an hour as measured
by a glass on the pulpit, it would then be turned twice during the
course of the sermon. A short break for lunch would be taken, and
then the preaching would continue in the afternoon The form of Pu-
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ritan sermons followed a model taught by Willlam Perkins’s Arze of
Prophysying (1592, translated in 1607) The principle basic to his ap-
proach was, following Augustine and Calvin, that the Bible 1s reflex-
ive In the sense of providing its own explanation of 1ts meaning in a
consistent whole. This hiteral meaning 15 to be found through use of
the three methods of circumstance, collation,and application. Thus, 1t
is the task of the preacher as interpreter to place anyv scriptural text
mto its circumstances and context, collating that text with similar
texts elsewhere in the scriptures, to find consistent meaning, and then
to fimish by conforming his preaching to the “analogie of faith ™ This
means that any statement made had to be in harmonv with or con-
tamned 1n the Apostles’ Creed '

The kev to finding the unity of the Bible, according to Wilham
Perkins, was to begm by first mastering Paul’s Letter to the Romans,
then, and only then, ought the student move to the remainder of the
New Testament and subsequently to the Old Testament. The result
of this, because of the emphases in Romans, will be a stress on justifi-
cation, sanctification, and true faith.

The steps in writing and delivering the sermon begin with the
reading of the divine text, considered as the holy Word of God and
superior to or outside of the remainder of the presentation The text
is to be read aloud to the congregation by wayv of “opening” the
Word, for (in the Calvinist conception. at least) it is the Word and the
Word alone that 1s the proper province of preaching The duty of the
preacher, then, 1s merely to “open™ the one clear and natural sense of
scripture, so that the Holy Spirit can move through the preacher’s
words into the hearers’ souls to effect spiritual transformation Thus,
in Perkins’s formal outline, the preacher ought

1 To read the Text distunctly our of the canomcall Scriprure

2 To give the sense and understanding of 1t being read by the Scripture
itself

3 To collect a few and profitable pomts of doctrme out of the naturall
sense

4 To applie (of he have the gift) the doctrines rightly collected to the

manners of men 1 a simple and plain speech

'+ My discussion at thrs pont rehies on Teresa Toulouse, The Art of Prophesymg New
England Sermons and the Shaping of Belief (Macon, Ga . 198-), chap 1
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This form 1s understood to embody the circumstances, collations, and
analogies of faith previously mentioned ' The format of Text, Doc-
trine, and Application remained tvpical of sermons, especiallv on
such formal occasions as the political sermons reproduced here, and
in the hands of the most accomplished preachers (such as Jonathan
Edwards the Elder) the old form could be effective for “sustamning
rigorous analysis and dramatizing the essential relationships among
the Word, human 1ntelligence, and conduct.”" It 15 no surprise that a
mastery of classical rhetoric is displayed in the sermons of the eight-
eenth century, since this was the “golden age of the classics” in
America.’”

Of the several vehicles for expounding political theology available
to American munisters, the most venerable were the election sermons
preached for 256 years in Massachusetts and 156 vears in Connecti-
cut The practice began in Vermont in 1778 and in New Hampshire
in 1784 in the sermon by Samuel McChntock (no. 26, herein). These
were sermons preached annually to the governor and legislature after
the election of officers. To be chosen for the task was an honor, and
the sermons were published and distributed to each official with an
extra copy or two for the ministers of the official's home district It is
at least arguable that a published sermon is a mark of its excellence to
begin with, whatever the occasion of its utterance. (In the screening
of several thousand items, the intention has been that only leading
clergymen putting their best foot forward on important political mat-
ters are here represented.) One index of quality is suggested by the
fact that verv few of the sermons preached ever were published; thus
Samuel Dunbar, an Old Light minister from Stoughton, Massachu-

'S Toulouse, The Art of Prophesying. 15—21, quoting Willlam Perkins

S Wilson H Kimnach, “Jonathan Edwards’s Pursuit of Reahty,” in Nathan O
Hatch and Harry S Stout, eds , jonathan Edwards and the American Expersence (New
York, 1988), 115

'7 An 1dea of this can be gained from Josephine K Prercy, Studies in Luterary Types in
Seventeentb Century America (1607-1710), 2d ed (Hamden, Conn , 1969), 155-67, a more
elaborate treatment 1s George W Hervey, A System of Christian Rbetoric, For the use of
Preachers and Other Speakers (New York, 1873), an “index” (or glossary) of rhetorical
figures from accismus and addubntatio to votum and zeugma, 15 given on pp §77—628, on
the classics in America, see Richard M Gummere, American Colomal Mind and the Clas-
sical Tradition (Cambridge, Mass , 1963) and the books of Meyer Remhold, who charac-
terizes the Revolutionary period as the Golden Age of the classics, in Classica
Americana  The Greek and Roman Heritage of the United States, (Detromt, 1984), 95
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setts, wrote out some eight thousand sermons during his long career
but published only nine of them (see no. 7).

Besides the election sermon, the artillery sermon was also an annu-
al affair in Massachusetts and dealt with civic and military matters
The Thursday or Fifth-day Lecture was begun by the Reverend John
Cotton in Boston in 1633 and was practiced for 200 vears; 1t was a
popular event and was combined with Market Day for gathering and
discussing matters of social and pohtical interest. Election sermons
were sometimes then repeated for a different audience. The Lecture
was no Boston or Congregationalist monopoly, as can be seen from
Abraham Keteltas’s sermon preached during the evening Lecture n
the First Presbyterian Church at Newburyport i 1777 (no. 19, here-
mn) Convention sermons also were political in nature and grew out of
election-day ceremonies

There were many other opportunities for political discourse, such
as the annual observation of Januarv 3o as the execution dav of the
king-turned-tyrant, Charles 1. Century sermons were preached to
mark the Glorious Revolution’s centenary, on November 5. 1788, the
anniversary of Willam III's landing in England to secure it from po-
perv and tvranny and to preserve traditional Britsh liberties. The
century sermon of Elhanan Winchester is included here (no 33)
Days of praver, fasting, and thanksgiving were proclaimed for partic-
ular occasions throughout the eighteenth centurv and even earlier
Such times were nationally proclammed (“recommended”) at least sux-
teen times by the Continental Congress during the Revolutionary
War; and the entire American community repaired to their various
churches on such days of fasting, praver, and humiliation to repent of
sins, seek forgiveness, and implore God to lift the affliction of their
suffering from them—the jeremiad form so central to American con-
sciousness.'® Days of thanksgiving were likewise proclaimed when di-
vine favor was experienced. The end of the war brought a great
outpouring of praise and gratitude, and four sermons, nos. 23
through 27, reflect these sentiments Such proclamations became rar-
er under the Constitution but did not disappear during Washington's
or Adams’s administrations, and their suspension during Jefferson's

18 For the text of some of these resolutions and analysis see Sandoz, A Government of
Laus, chap s, for the jeremiad see Sacvan Bercovitch, The American Jeremiad, (Mads-
son, Wis , 1978), 176-210 and passim
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admuinistration was followed by a reinstatement under James Madi-
son. The Fourth of Julv regularly occasioned pohucal sermons as
well as orations The death of Washington evoked a umiversal grief
and countless sermons extolling the character of the American Joseph:
an example 1s that of Henry Holcombe, a Baptist, who preached in
Savannah, Georgia (no. 49). The Boston Massacre sermons and ora-
tions commemorated the events of March s, 1770, and the “Patriots’
Day” observances, as they are now called, marked the battles of Lex-
mgton and Concord in New England each vear on April 19 Not
only was such preaching widely attended, repeated, and published as
tracts, but it was often reprinted m the newspapers as well

This rhetorical form expressed the philosophical mean that free
government 15 based on hbertyv, and hbertv 1s founded m truth and
justice as framed by eternal laws. Republicamism and virtue were far
from spht apart by James Madison and his colleagues at the Federal
Convention, as the clergy understood our constitutional system For
these preachers and their flocks, the two remained essentially bound
together The political culture of this country was not onlv all the
things 1t 1s most frequently said to be (I think of Bernard Bailyn's five
items), but was deeply rooted n the core religious consciousness ar-
ticulated above all by the preachers, theirs were the pulpits of a new
nation with a privileged, providential role 1n world history. What
America’s religious consciousness consisted of in the tumultuous and
triumphant vears of founding 15 what this book will disclose

October 1990 Ellis Sandoz

Ellis Sandoz 1s a Professor of Political Science and the Director of the
Eric Voegelin Institute for American Renaissance Studies, Louisiana
State Unwversity, Baton Rouge
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Editor’s Note to the 1998 Edition

Reissue of Political Sermons of the American Founding Era in a two-volume edi-
uon allows inclusion of a comprehensive index to the work, one ably pre-
pared by Linda Webster The only other substanuve addition to the onginal 1s
a note 1denufving the seventeenth-century provenance of Item 24, enutled
Defensrve Arms Vindicared (at pages 712—713, herein)

Demand for the book has been steadv over the years since first publicauon
in 1991 This 1s graufving to the editor, and doubtlesstv reflects the impor-
tance of the subject matter and 1ntrinsic interest of the matenal 1tself More
than this, however, the demand suggests that readers thirst for learning about
the relauvely unknown eighteenth-century religious and philosophical under-
pinnings of our American public order, at the ume of the founding, and as 1t
conunues nto the present It may be that these documents inumate a kind of
secret history, one vet to be fully wrnitten

Ellis Sandoz
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Editor’s Note

The fundamental aim of this collection has been to print original,
editorially unannotated editions of previously published, complete
sermons that permit the authors to speak fully for themselves. The
genre is the political sermon, but broadly construed so as to embrace
certain essays and orations, pieces that are sermonic in sense and tone
—that is, hortatory and relating politics to convictions about eternal
verities. A second aim has been not to duplicate anvthing printed in
John Wingate Thornton’s fine old collection, The Pulp:t of the American
Revolution (Boston, 1860), since that volume is available in a reprint
edition. With one exception, John Leland’s Rights of Conscience Inalien-
able (no. 37), we also have avoided anything printed in Charles S.
Hyneman and Donald S Lutz, eds , American Political Writing during
the Founding Era, 1760—1805 (Indianapolis, 1983), still available from
Liberty Fund. Of other comparable collections known to us, that of
Frank Moore, ed., The Patriot Preachers of the American Revolution, pub-
lished by subscription in 1860, overlaps this collection with two
items, nos. 8 and 25, but the Moore book is rare and has not been
reprinted. We also avoided publishing anything contained in the first
volume of Bernard Bailyn’s Pampblets of the American Revolution (Cam-
bridge, Mass., 1965); we have included several pieces (nos. 8, g, 10,
15, and 17) announced for later volumes, but the series has been sus-
pended for over twenty-five vears and appears to be defunct.

A third aim has been to provide readable and accessible texts for
these sermons—accurate modern versions that scrupulously honor the
integrity of the originals. Modernization has never been done for its
own sake or permitted to alter meaning, and much has been done to
maintain even the look of the originals. To effect our purpose, mod-
ernization rules, or guidelines, were developed over the course of sev-
eral months in which the sermons were editorially analyzed—and
with the assistance of the book’s designer, as well. It became clear
that some across-the-board standardization was needed to get the job
done, but that inconsistencies between sermons were unavoidable and
that homogenizing the texts was unthinkable. Applying our modern-
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izing rules in an absolutely rigid manner, then, was impossible 1f we
were to remain sensitive to the onginals Exceptions to the rules were
made where the individual text passages cried out for them The ser-
mons herein remain trustworthy replicas of some umque and (at
times) originally quirky texts from America’s founding era.

ITALICIZATION

The original printings of the sermons, especially the earliest ones,
presented us with some difficult decisions concerning the use of 1talics
and, similarly, small capitals. To begin with, italics were used 1n cer-
tain texts for each proper name and for other words besides, but to
sav that they were used much of the time for emphasis would be
incorrect Rather. thev seem to have been used for anything that
mught be construed as a kev word as well as for emphasis, with the
result that a large number of words appeared in malics That ths
ttalicization could be related to oral delivery was not translatable into
an editorial guideline It was decided, then, that we would serve the
reader best by not duplicating what strikes the modern eve as chaotic
typography Nevertheless, preserving the appearance of eighteenth-
century tvpesetting also seemed desirable.

Much of the original tvpography was sacrificed to modern tastes,
therefore, with some important exceptions. Phrases of three or four
and more words 1n 1talics were kept that way, while single words and
nearly all two- and three-word phrases in talic were set i roman
type With the understanding that some measure of the author’s em-
phasis could be thus lost, we made exceptions to the rule on a case-
byv-case basis It proved surprising, though, how infrequently 1talics
had to be retained as exceptions. The rhetorical tramning of all the
sermon authors led them to svntactical constructions that made their
points of emphasis emerge (commonly by a use of parallelism) unmis-
takably and gracefully Of course, they were orgamizing their pomnts
for the ear as much as for the eve, so their repetitions, enumerations,
and references to a controlling scriptural thought, as well as other
structural devices, all served to make the tvpographic augmentation
of meaning that had once been favored much less necessary than
might now be supposed.

Occasionally an italicized phrase would have in 1t a word or two in
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roman. We elected to simphfy this state of affairs and 1talicized these
words. Otherwise, no 1talics were introduced nto the texts for any
reason.

Words and phrases that were printed i small and/or large capital
letters were viewed as italicized and then treated accordingly, except
in the case of Gob, Jesus, and Curist. Here 1t was decided that the
flavor of the early printings could be preserved. These words, where
they had been entirely 1n capitals in the original, were uniformiy pre-
sented 1 the large-capital/small-capital stvle shown here. Nowhere
did we ntroduce this stvle, however, where the words had not been
entirelv 1 capitals in the origmal. Thus we give “GOD” as “Gop™,
but we reproduce “God” without change. and so on

CAPITALIZATION

Just as italicization can seem to have been too popular with early
writers and printers, capitalization appears in many of the sermons to
have followed only individual writers' standards. In all the texts, we
have modernized capitalization as follows If a capitalized word would
be lower-cased in modern usage, we lower-cased it, but we did not
capitalize any word that appeared lower-cased in the origial. Thus,
the reader will notice an abundant number of instances where fre-
quently capitalized words appear lower-cased (contrary to modern us-
age) later on—christian, king George. parliament, for example—because
m the later instances they had not been originally capitalized. We did
retain the caputalizations of comages for the Deity—"Great Benefac-

tor,” “Supreme Ruler,” even “Divine Word,” etc.—including the ad-
jective 1f it had been originally capitahized

SPELLING

For some sermons, errata were printed, and we made the corrections
so noted without a signal to the reader Spelling was not modernized
for this edition, and spelling errors were not always corrected. The
reappearance of a word in a text cued us to correct some typographi-
cal errors silentlv, but the hunting down of such reappearances was
not engaged tn The reader will therefore detect spellings that could
be construed as distorted by the original tvpesetter but that were not
tampered with by us. Some corrections. we felt, required us to place
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a word or letters in brackets to signal the reader, but even these
might have been silently fixed by different editors. For the most part
the original spellings are preserved unless the meaning was imperiled.
In no 3, we changed least to lest because the sense dictated it. In no.
15, prectcious was corrected to precious, for the error could interrupt
communication But in the same sermon, tremenduous was allowed to
stand, 1n no. 17, terrestial, 1n no. 27, tmpulsies; and so forth. Who is to
sav that these words were not pronounced from the pulpit as they
were spelled by their authors or, at least, were published? Of interest
to some readers will be the spelling errors in no. 44, by the estimable
Noah Webster.

As this edition makes obvious, we did modernize the long esses of
eighteenth-century tvpography. We retained ampersands (&) and re-
framed from inserting missing apostrophes.

PUNCTUATION

The onginals presented some interesting puzzles of punctuation. Be-
cause of the flaws 1 early type components and the bleed-through of
inks on certain printing papers, spots and blobs occurred with fre-
quency to seemingly alter punctuation marks, changing commas to
semicolons and periods to commas, or adding commas and hyphens,
and so on, wherever well-placed blobs might appear. Broken type
could change a comma to a period or cause a hyphen to disappear
Many times, sentence construction pointed to the solution; other
times, eighteenth-century punctuation habits made, let us say, a com-
ma likely where an existing mark was illegible. Except in the case of
some totally unintelligible words, our most difficult “calls” involved
colons that looked like semicolons, for the colon then seemed to serve
any number of purposes not clearly distinguishable from the semico-
lon’s. We simply made the best determination we could from a close
examination of the printed symbol when we were in doubt.
Eighteenth-century writings tend to be rife with commas, by to-
day’s standards; even so, some commas were certainly misplaced to
begin with and were silently removed. In a very few instances, com-
mas interfered with the sense and were deleted. Dashes were often
used 1n combination with other marks,—commas, semicolons, even
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periods (as this sentence demonstrates). We deleted whichever mark
that sense and/or syntax showed to be the extraneous one, by today’s
standards.

In most of the sermons an old convention of punctuation was fol-
lowed that placed a punctuation mark before a parenthesis, (as this
sentence demonstrates;) we modernized the punctuation in these
cases. The British custom of placing a period or comma after a clos-
ing quotation mark was similarly Americanized, it now precedes the
closing quotation mark

A number of longer quotations were printed as indented extract,
where originally they had been “run in™ as text and set off with quo-
tation marks As modern convention dictates, we deleted the quota-
tion marks from these extracted passages. There was no attempt
made to standardize the uses of quotation marks in the sermons. Each
author had his own approach to this and other matters of stvle, and
many inconsistencies will be evident to the reader from sermon to
sermon and within individual sermons. Sometimes quotation marks
set off hypothetical responses to the author's man argument, for ex-
ample, but frequently propositions of that type are merely sigmified
by an initial capital letter in mid-sentence. These devices have not
been tampered with, for in their own way thev signal the reader
clearly enough as to the author’s meaning and intent.

The reader may also note that some authors interpolate their own
words into quotations without closing and reopening quotation
marks. Since it was obvious enough that this was the case, we re-
frained from adding the marks Wherever quotation marks or other
punctuation marks did need insertion by us, we bracketed them.

BIBLICAL QUOTES AND CITATIONS

Naturally, the sermons are replete with references to scripture On
occasion, editorial considerations led us to check on the wording of a
quotation (and some few mistakes thereby detected were silently cor-
rected, particularly in citations of chapter or verse numbers) How-
ever, no systematic checking of biblical material was done, and for all
practical purposes the quotations and citations can be considered to
be reproduced as they originally appeared, correct or incorrect.
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OTHER MATTERS

All footnotes are the work of the sermon authors and have been ed-
ited along the same guidelines as for the sermon proper. Footnote
symbols were changed as necessary to key the notes to the sermon as
the material received a new paging arrangement in this edition.

Many other elements in the originals, ornamental, typographic, or
idiosyncratic, have been dispensed with. Most often this involved
modernizing odd arrangements of text and/or blank space.

The original pamphlets in which the sermons appeared also includ-
ed announcements, legislative resolutions concerning publication,
dedications, prefaces, opening prayers, and appendices that have
been deleted from this volume, except where they could not be con-
sidered extraneous to the sermon’s message and significance

Not all the sermons were assigned titles by their authors, as a look
at the title-page facsimiles included with each sermon will reveal. In
such cases, we extracted from the pamphlet copy what we deemed
appropriate as a stand-in title.

The facsimiles, while they add a visual element to this collection,
also serve as testaments to the erudition and civility of the age that
produced these works. They shed light on the sermons in the infor-
mation and in the epigraphs they provide, the latter being an embel-
lishing convention from the days of the Renaissance.

The facsimiles often provide two dates the date of the sermon’s
delivery and that of its publication, and in manv cases, these dates
are not far apart. But some of the items, as previously stated, were
never orally delivered though they are sermonic in tradition. The
publication date was the most consistent key to the placement of the
works m a time frame, therefore. We opted, then, to order the ser-
mons according to the date of their dissemination 1n print. The read-
er may note that this results in our placing no. 20 at 1778, though
apparently it was preached in 1775; moreover, no 43 was preached
m 1789, but we reprint the second edition from 1794, in which the
author, David Osgood, updated his text, and which prompted a
number of responses then and in 1795. Finally, no 37 is placed with
a conjectural publication date at 1791, when 1t was preached Yet it
may not have appeared in print until eleven years later, as indicated
on the facsimile page included with it



Bibliographic Note

No svstematic bibliographic essay can be undertaken here, but some
brief comments on the sources may be helpful to the reader.

A biblhography of generally relevant writings 1s mcluded in Ells
Sandoz, A Government of Laws. Political Theory, Religion and the Amert-
can Founding (Baton Rouge, La., 1990), a study that 15 in many re-
spects a compamon to the present volume Extensive bibliographic
mformation on the religious wrnitings of the period and on pertinent
secondary works can be gleaned from the notes to Harry S Stout,
The Neww England Soul Preaching and Religious Culture m Colomal New
England (New York, 1986), and to Donald Weber, Rbetoric and History
in Revolutionary New England (New York, 1988), a work attentuive to
the politics—religion 1ssues.

The Great Awakening 1n Amernica, 1ts significance and aftermath.
1s best presented by Alan Hewmert, Religion and the American AMind
from the Great Awakening to the Revolution (Cambridge. Mass , 1966),
and by Hemmert and Perry Miller, eds., The Great Awakenming Docu-
ments Hllustrating the Crisis and Its Consequences (Indianapolis, 1967), val-
uable also 1s Wilham G McLoughlin, Isaac Backus and the American
Puetistic Tradition (Boston, 1¢67) and the same author’s “The Great
Awakeming as the Kev to the Revolution.” in Jack P Greene and
Wilham G McLoughlin, Preachers & Politicians Two Essays on the Ori-
gwns of the Amerwan Revolution (Worcester, Mass., 1977) Important al-
so 15 Weber, Rbetoric and History, Chap 1 and passim  Sull
fundamental 1s Herbert Osgood. The American Colonies in the Eighteenth
Century, 4 vols. (New York. 1924) (see the third volume, especially at
pp 407—90), and Carl Bridenbaugh, Mitre and Sceptre Transatlantic
Faths, ldeas, Personalities, and Politics, 1689—1~-5 (New York, 1962),
and the same author’s The Spirit of -6 (New York, 1976). Also, from
the abundant literature on Jonathan Edwards, Sr, who was pivotal
in the Awakening, may bec mentioned Alan Heimert's book cited
above, and Norman Fiering, jorathan Edwards’s Moral Thought and Its
British Context (Chapel Hill, N C., 1981), also Nathan ). Hatch and
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Harry S. Stout, eds., Jomathan Edwards and the American Experience
(New York, 1088)

The key bibliographic works for early American history utihized in
making this collection include the following standard works Joseph
Sabin, Wilberforce Eames, and R W.G. Vail, Bibliotheca Americana
A Dicrionary of Books relating to America from its Discovery to the Present
Time, 29 vols. (New York, 1868-1936), Charles Evans and Chfford
K. Shipton, American Bibliography. A Chronological Dictionary of All
Books, Pamphlets and Periwdical Publications Printed i the United States of
America from the Genesis of Printing in 1639 down to and mcluding the year
1820 With biblwgraphical and bwgraphical notes, 14 vols. (Chicago, New
York, and Worcester, Mass , 1903-1959); Richard P Bristol, Supple-
ment to Charles Evans’ American Biblwography, 2 vols (Charlottesville,
Va., 1970). The some 50,000 1tems hsted in the Evans and Shipton
and Bristol works are revised and corrected in Clifford K Shipton
and James E  Moonev, Natwonal Index of American Imprints through
1800, the Short-title Evans, 2 vols. (Worcester, Mass , 196¢). In turn,
this work serves as the index for the vast Readex microprint edition
Clifford K. Shipton, ed , Early American Imprints, 1639—1800 (Worces-
ter, Mass and New York, 1955-1983), which provides copies of all
extant American publications (except newspapers and broadsides) of
between 1639 and 18oo0.

The principal sources for the biographical notes preceding each ser-
mon are reference books which are not cited unless directly quoted.
Since most of the authors included 1n the volume were clergvmen of
New England or the Middle Atlantic region and—uwith the notable
exception of many Awakening evangelists such as the Bapusts Isaac
Backus and John Leland—graduates of one of the early colleges, the
following reference works were relied upon especially  Frederick
Lewis Weis, New England Clergy and the Colonial Churches of New Eng-
land (Lancaster, Mass., 1936); the same author’s Colonal Churches and
the Colomal Clergy of the Middle and Soutbern Colonies, 1607—1776 (Lan-
caster, Mass., 1938), John L. Sibley and Clifford K. Shipton, Sibley’s
Harvard Graduates, 17 vols. (Boston, 1873~1975), Franklin B Dexter,
Biographical Sketches of the Graduates of Yale College, 6 vols. (New York,
1885—1912), Willam B Sprague. Annals of the American Pulpit, ¢ vols
(New York, 1857-1869); James McLachlan and Richard A. Harrison,
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Princetomans: A Biographical Dictionary, 3 vols. to date (Princeton,
N J., 1976-1981).

Of considerable help also were James A. Levernier and Douglas R.
Wilmes, eds., American Writers Before 1800, 3 vols. (Westport, Ct.,
1983); A.W. Plumstead, ed., The Wall and the Garden- Selected Massa-
chusetts Election Sermons, 1670—1775 (Mimnneapolis, 1968); Thomas R.
Adams, American Independence The Growth of an ldea, 2d ed. (Austin
and New Haven, 1980), the same author’s The American Controversy, 2
vols. (Providence and New York, 1980); Encyclopedia Britannica, 2
vols. (Chicago, 1969); Allen Johnson, Dumas Malone, et al., eds,
Drctionary of American Biography, 22 vols. (New York, 1928-1958),
Leslie Stephen and Sidnev Lee, eds., Ductionary of National Biography,
22 vols. (Oxford, 1917-1950), and Frederick Barton, ed., Pulpit Power
and Eloquence Or, 100 Best Sermons of the Nineteenth Century, 3 vols
(Cleveland, 1901).

Of value for understanding the New England election sermons 1s
the introductorv and other editorial material in Thornton, The Pulpit
of the American Revolution, also, editorial material in Plumstead, The
Wall and the Garden. In Chapter 2 of Perry Miller, The New England
Mmnd From Colony ro Province (1953, rpr. Boston, 1961), and through-
out, the election sermons as jeremiads are the focus of the study. Mill-
er 1s critiqued and his argument much expanded in Sacvan
Bercovitch, The American Jeremiad (Madison, Wis., 1978). These ser-
mons, and their evolution over time as a distinctive rhetorical form,
are analyzed in Teresa Toulouse, The Art of Prophesymng New England
Sermons and the Shaping of Belwef (Athens. Ga., 1987). The anthology of
teling extracts from the election sermons previously published by
Liberty Fund is indicative of this mass of material Franklin P. Cole,
ed., They Preached Liberty (Indianapolis, 1976) For specific idenufica-
tions see R.W.G. Vail, “A Check List of New England Election Ser-
mons,” Proceedings of the American Antiguartan Soctery (Oct. 1935; rpr.
Worcester, Mass, 1936), 3—36; Lindsay Swift, “The Massachusetts
Election Sermons,” Publications of the Colonial Society of Massachusetts,
vol. 1: Transactions, 1892—1894, 388—451; Harry H. Edes, “Appendix:
Last of Preachers of Election Sermons,” in Charles E. Grinnell, Fa-
naticism. A Sermon Delivered Before the Executive and Legislative Depart-
ments of the Government of Massachuserts at the Annual Election,
Wednesday, January 4, 1871 (Boston, 1871), 33-61.
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In the following. keyed by number to various sermons, are sources
that are supplemental to the information given i the biographical
notes.

No. 1. Benjamun Colman 1s the subject of analysis in Toulouse,
The Art of Prophesying, Chap 2.

No 3. Besides Essential Rights and Liberties of Protestants, only two
published sermons by Elisha Willams have survived Death the Ad-
vantage of the Godly and Divine Grace Ilustrious, both dated 1728

No. 4. The writings of George Whitefield were gathered in an in-
complete edition by John Gillies in The Works of the Reverend George
Whitefield, 6 vols. (London, 1770-72).

No 8. Jonathan Mayhew’s famous earlv sermon, Discourse Concern-
ing Unlimited Submission and Non-Resistance to the Higher Powers (1750) 1s
reprinted with a valuable introduction and notes in Bailvn, ed., Pam-
phlets of the American Revolution and in Thornton, ed., Pulpir of the
Amerwcan Revolution, seven sermons by Mayvhew are available in a re-
printed collection, Mavhew, Sermons (New York. 1969).

No. 9. A number of John Zubly’s writings are reprinted in Randall
Muller, ed., “A Warm and Zealous Spirut " (Macon, Ga., 1982), see
also the valuable biography by M. Jimmie Kilingworth in American
Wiriters Before 1800, 1666—69

No 10. A facsimile reprint of John Allen’s An Oration Upon the
Beauties of Liberty, along with an introduction by Reta A Gilbert, can
be found mn G.J Gravlee and ] E. Irvine, eds . Pampblets and the
American Revolution. Rbetoric, Polutics, Literature, and the Popular Press,
Commemorative Edition, 1776—1976 (Delmar, N.Y., 1976). For the ser-
mon’s publication history, see Thomas R. Adams. American Indepen-
dence. The Growth of an Idea (New Haven, Ct.. 1980), 68-70.

No. 11 lIsaac Backus's An Appeal to the Public for Religious Liberty 1s
hailed as the most important of his thirty-seven published tracts and
as “central to the whole movement for separation of Church and State
i America” by William G. McLoughhin 1n fsaac Backus, 123, 1t 1s
reprinted with valuable editorial matter in the same author’s Isaac
Backus on Church, State, and Calvimism Pampblets, 1754—1789 (Cam-
bridge. Mass., 1968).

No. 13. John Wesley's A Calm Address, 1ts impact and the sur-
rounding controversy, are analvzed in two articles by Frank Baker
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and by Donald H. Kirkham in Methodist History, 14 (Oct 1975), 3~
23.

No. 16. On Samuel Sherwood’s The Church’s Flight into the Wilder-
ness, the reader 1s referred to Melvin B Endv. Jr.. “Just War, Holv
War, and Millennialism in Revolutionary America,” William and
Mary Quarterly, 42 (Jan. 1985), 3-25 at 16; a thorough analysis of the
sermon 1s given m Stephen J. Stein, “An Apocalvptic Rationale for
the American Revolution,” Early American Luterature, 9 (1975), 211—
25 Regarding the Appendix to this sermon, see Evans, Amerwcan Bib-
hography, No. 13614

No 17 John Witherspoon’s The Dominion of Providence over the Pas-
stons of Men 1s reprinted from the third volume of The Works of the
Reverend Jobn Witherspoon, 2d ed , 4 vols (Philadelphia, 1802) See al-
so the annotated edition of Witherspoon's important Lectures on Moral
Philosophy. ed. Jack Scott (Newark, N ].. 1982), also Garry Wills,
Explaining America (New York, 1981), B ] Lossing, Bumgraphical
Sketches of the Swgners of the Declaration of Independence (New York, 1848),
and David C Whitney and David S Lovejov, Founders of Freedom
America (Chicago, 1964)

No 18 John Fletcher's A Vindication of the Rev Mr Wesley's “Calm

Address” (1776) may be found i Works. 7 vols (London, 1774~
87), reprinted in a London edition 1n 1815 and a New York edition m
1849

No 21 A chapter 15 devoted to Samuel Cooper m Weber, Rberoric
and History, 113—-32, and there 1s a biography Charles W Akers, The
Divine Politician Samuel Cooper and the American Revolurion mn Boston
(Boston, 1982). Some 146 sermons by Cooper are extant, the bulk of
them 1n the Cooper Papers at the Hunuington Library

No. 30 A great many of Nathanael Emmons’s sermons were col-
lected with his theological writings and published 1n Jacob Ide, ed ,
Works of Nathanael Emmons, DD, 6 vols (np. 1842—50, 2d ed .
1861—63) lde was Emmons’s son-in-law and both editions include
memoirs by him and E. A Park

No. 32. Samuel Langdon’s election sermon of 17-5, entitled Goz-
ernment Corrupted by Vice, and Recovered by Righteousness, 1s reprinted
with an mtroduction and editorial annotation in Plumstead, ed . The
Wall and the Garden, 34773
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No. 34. On the American pamphlets of Richard Price, see the an-
notated volume by Bernard Peach, ed , Richard Price and the Ethwcal
Foundations of the American Revolution (Durham, N.C., 1979). On the
debate with Edmund Burke triggered by the sermon here reprinted,
see Robert B. Dishman, ed., Burke and Paine on Revolution and the
Rights of Man (New York, 1971).

No. 36. On Israel Evans, see John Calvin Thorne, A Monograph on
the Reverend Israel Evans (1902, rpr. New York, 1907).

No. 37. John Leland was the supposed author of The YVankee Spy
(1794), which is reprinted in Hyneman and Lutz, eds., American Po-
litical Writing, 11 971-89. A collection of his works, including the
present piece, 1s L.F. Greene, ed., Writings of Elder Jobn Leland (1845;
rpr. New York, 1969). Important correspondence passed between the
Baptist leader and James Madison, bearing on the genesis of both the
Virgima Statute of Religious Freedom and the First Amendment lib-
erties in the Bill of Rights, see William T. Hutchinson, Robert A
Rutland, et al., eds., The Papers of James Madison, 17 vols to date
(Chicago and Charlottesville, Va., 1962— ), VIII. 295—96; X. 516,
540—42, XI 185, 304, 386, 408, 414, 415, 424, 442-43.

No. 42. Jonathan Edwards, Jr . is the subject of a chapter in Web-
er, Rbetoric and History

No. 44. An excellent bibliography for Noah Webster is provided at
the end of the article on him by William Vartorella in American Wru-
ers Before 18v0. The Webster Bible is available 1n a recent reprint of the
New Haven, 1833 edition (Grand Rapids, Mich., 1987)

No. 47. John Thayer's autobiographical An Account of the Conversion
of the Reverend Jobn Thayer, lately a Protestant minister, who embraced the
Roman Catholic Religion at Rome, on the 25th of May, 1783 (6th ed.: Wil-
mington, N C, 1789) is of considerabie interest and aroused wide-
spread comment.

No. 52 Tunis Wortman’s publications also include An Oration on
the Influence of Soctal Institutsons Upon Human Morals and Happiness, De-
livered Before the Tammany Sociery (1796) and An Address to the Repubii-
can Citizens of New York on the Inauguration of Thomas Jefferson (1801). A
good sketch of hus life 1s given by Nelson S. Dearmont in American
Writers Before 1800.
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1688

1689
1690
1692

1693

1697

1698

1699

1701

1702

1706

1707

1708

Chronology

1688—-1773

In the Glorous Revolution, James 11 (House of Stuart) abdicates the
throne under great pressure because of his policies and Roman
Catholic faith

The Declaration of Rights (Feb 13). Toleranion Act (May 24). and
English Bill of Rights (Dec  16) are adopted

John Locke's An Essay Concermng Human U nderstanding 15 pubhshed.
as well as his Two Treatises of Government

In the period of the Salem witch trials, 20 people (14 wornen) are
executed

The College of Wilham and Mary 1s started in Williamsburg. Vir-
ginia. by the Anghcans, the second oldest insttution of hgher
education in America. 1t 15 one of nine religion-based colomal
colleges

Officaal repentance follow ing the Salem witch trals, an offer of
compensatory ndemnities to aggneved families for unjust
punishment 15 made by the Massachusetts General Courr

Algernon Sidnev's Discourses Concerning Government, which dernves
Locke’s position from the Bible and religious premises, 1s published
in London and widely read m America

John Locke's three essavs on religious toleration, pubhished
separately at various tmes during the 169os. are published together
Yale College 15 founded by conservamve Congreganonahists

Cotton Mather publishes the most famous of his some 400 works.
Magnalha Christt Americana, or. The Ecclesiastical History of New
England

Francis Makemue, the father of Presbvtertamsm m America,
orgamizes his first American presbyter

The first session of the Bapust Association, meeung m Philadelphia.
mvolves five churches

Members of various Calvinist sects from the German Rhineland
begin to arrive m large numbers i Pennsvhvama

3
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1709 Pubhlicanion of Bishop Benjamun Hoadlev's The Origm and Institute of
Creil Goeernment helps popularize John Locke’s thinking and helps
make ministers i America a major conduit for Locke's deas

1728 Jewrsh colonists erect the first American svnagogue in New York

1~29  Bemjamun Franklin purchases The Pennsylvama Gazette, the most
popular new spaper of the colomal era

1730 *GOVERNMENT THEF PILLAR OF THY FARTH. Benjamm Colman

131 Benjamin Frankhin forms the Library Company in Philadelphia. the
first circulating hibrary 1in America—later to be used by members of
the Continental Congress and the Constitutional Comvention

=33 Georgia (Savannah) 1 founded by General Oglethorpe Georgia 1s
the last of the 13 ongmal American colonies to be settled

1~36  John and Charles Weslev, founders of Methodism, return from
Georgia

1~3%  George Whatefield, the great revivalist, makes his first trip to
America

130 NINEVEH'S RFPENTANCEF AND DELIVERANCE  Joseph Sewall

1741 The punifving Calvinism of jonathan Edwards, Sr ., vies with a
more common rehgious liberalism exemphlified by his contemporary
Benjamin Frankhin Edwards this vear delnvers his famous “Sinners
in the Hands of an Angry God” sermon, which 15 widely reprinted

1742 Whatefield makes his second trip to America (He will return fine
more umes to evangehze 1744348, 175152, 175455, 1763-65. and
1=69~70 ) The Great Awakemmg. or revival, 15 led by Whatefield.
Gilbert and Wilham Tennent, Joseph Bellamy. Jonathan Edwards,
Sr . Jonathan Dickinson, James Davenport, and others The Great
\wakenmg “clearlv began a new era, not merely of American
Protestantism but in the evolution of the American mind™ (Alan
Hemmert & Perrv Miller)

1744 THI FSSENTIAL RIGHTS AND LIBERTHS OF PROTEFSTANTS
Elisha Williams

Benjanun Franklin 1s promment 1n the formation of the American
Philosophical Society, the first learned society n America
1746  BRITAIN S MERCIES., AND BRITAIN'S DUTIES.
(reorge Whitefield

1747 CIVIL MAGISTRATES MUST BE JUST. RULING IN THEF FFAR OF

GOD. Charles Chauncy
The College of New Jersev 1s founded by New Side Presbyterians

¥ Sermons are listed by yvear of publication and precede the events in the given vear,
except as noted



1750

1751

1752
1754

1763

16881773 5

in response to the Great Awakening (it 1s renamed Princeton m 1896)
Almost a third of the people of Philadelphia, the largest city 1n
America and the second largest i the Briush Empire, now owe
their hiving to a craft of some kind

Montesquieu’s The Sprrit of Laws is published in English
The Academy and College of Philadelphia. later to become the
University of Pennsylvama, 1s founded by Benjamun Franklin and
other laymen te be a secular mstitution that specializes in the
teaching of utihitarian subjects

Hume's Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals 1s pubhshed
Bemjamin Franklin gains worldwide fame with his kite experiment
Col George Washington, age 22. and a force of Virgimians
surrender to the French at Fort Necessity (July 3)

King’s College (renamed Columbia i 1784) opens in New York
It 1s terdenominational and has no theological faculty

On June 19, the Albany Convention meets as the first concerted
effort to umite the colomes The Albany “Plan of Umon™ 1s
approved on July 1o, wntten by Benjamin Franklin. It 1s rejected
by the colonies and by England

Jonathan Edwards, Sr , publishes his treatise On the Freedom of the
Wi, considered by many to be the most brilliant American
theological study of the century
Francis Hutcheson’s A Svstem of Moral Phiosophy 1s published n
London

The French and Indian War 1s the American part of the Seven
Year’s War (1755-63) The battles for Niagara, Ticonderoga. and
Crown Point in 1759 see major contributions made by the colonists
Montreal and Quebec fall to the Bniush The Briush gain control of
Detroit During the war the American economy reaches a point of
development to be internally self-sustarming
THE MEDIATORIAL KINGDOM AND GLORIES OF JESUS
CHRIST, Samuel Davies
THE PRESENCE OF GOD WITH HIS PEOPLE, Samuel Dunbar

George III, who will reign untl 1820, takes the throne
determined to “act hike a king "
Benjamin Frankhn publishes hus Advice 1o a Young Tradesman. David
Hume publishes the final volume of his widely read History of
England ;m London, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau publishes A Trearuse
on the Social Contract m Amsterdam
By the Treaty of Pans, Britain gams all of Canada and Louisiana
east of the Mississippr River (Feb 10)



1766

176~

1769

773

CHRONOLOGY

Patrick Henry argues the “Parson’s Cause™ in Virgima after the
Brinsh disallow a \'1rg1ma statute (Dec )

The College of Rhode Island 1s founded by the Baptists (it 1s
renamed Brown Unnersity i 1804)

The Stamp Act (Mar 22) and Quartering Act (Mar 24) are
mposed Nine of the colomies send delegates to the Stamp Act
Congress m New York (Oct 7-25%)

Patrick Henry's fiery “treason” speech in the Virgima House of
Burgesses 15 published as the influential Virgima Resolves (Mav 29)
THE SNARE BROKEN, Jonathan Mavhew

Queens College 15 established by the Dutch Reformed Church at
15 renamed Rutgers i 1825)

The Townshend Acts (June 29) impose duties on glass, lead, pamt,
paper, tea, etc

Adam Ferguson's Essay on the History of Crvil Society 15 published
in Edinburgh
John Diackinson of Pennsylvamia arouses public opimion with his
“Letters from a Farmer "

Beginning i March, merchants in Philadelphia, New York, and
Boston debate and adopt nomimportation agreements
AN HUMBLE INQUIRY, John Joachim Zubly

Dantel Boone leads settlers over the mountains to Kentucky

Blackstone publishes the last volume of his four-volume work,
Commentaries on the Laws of England

Dartmouth College 15 founded by Reverend Eleazar Wheeloch
Several Americans are killed 1in the Boston Massacre (Mar 5)
Samuel Adams publishes a description of the event in “Innocent
Blood Cryving to God from the Streets of Boston ™ The British
commander’s defense attornevs John Adams and josiah Quincy win
his acquittal
The Commuttee of Correspondence 15 orgamzed when Samuel
Adams calls a Boston town meeting, other towns form similar
commuttees (Nov 2-Jan 1773)

AN ORATION UPON THF BEAUTIES OF LIBERTY, john Allen
AN APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC FOR RELIGIOUS LIBERTY,
Isaac Backus

The Boston Tea Partv 342 casks of tea are dumped 1nto Boston
Harbor from the British ship Dartmouth, by men disguised as
Mohawk Indians, after a meeting of 8,000 Bostonians at Old South
Church, conducted bv Samuel Adams (Dec. 16)
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BENJAMIN COLMAN (1673-1747) One of the promiment clergymen of
his day, Colman became 1n 1699 the first pastor of Boston’s Brattle
Street Church, where he found himself at odds with Increase and
Cotton Mather because of certain of his views that deviated from
strict Congregationalism  His B A. and A.M. degrees were from
Harvard, and he was awarded an S.T D by the Universits of Glas-
gow In 1724 he declined the presidency of Harvard. but he served as
one of its trustees (1717—28) and remained an overseer, in addition to
his ministry at Brattle Street Church, unul his death. A prohific au-
thor with more than ninety published titles to his credit, he was a
supporter of the evangelical movement stirred by the Great Awaken-
ing and was a commussioner of the Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel in New England and for Parts Adjacent Thrice marnied. Col-
man was survived by his third wife, Mary Frost

The sermon reprinted here was preached at the Thursday Lecture
in Boston on August 13, 1730
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SERMON

Preached at the Leure in BO § 70 N,
Before His ExcrureNcy
JoNATHAN BELCHER, Efg;

Gaptain General and Commander in Chief, &5,
Augufp 13th 17 30,

By Benjamin Colman.

i, xxxiii. 6. Hi/dom and Knowledge fhall be tle
Stability of thy Times, and firength of Salvation.

BOSTON, in New-England

Vinted for 7. Hancock, at the Bible and
Three Crowns near the Town-Dock.

1730
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83 For the Pillars of the Earth are the Lord's, and He bath set the World
upon them Hw
1 Sam n. &

AL he words are part of a raptrous and heavenly song.
Nl utter'd by a devout, mspir'd and transported mother

A )

n Israel, upon a great and jovful occasion If the Di-

v

i A .
vine Eternal Spirit please to inspire and speak by a

gracious woman, 1t 1s the same thing to us, and re-
quires our reverend attention as much, as 1f he raise up a Moses or an
Elas, or make his revelations by a Paul or John

Samuel. the rare and wonderful son of mnspir'd Hannah, never out-
spake his lovely mother in any of his pravers or acts of praise El
would have sat at her feet, and laid himself 1n the dust, at the hearing
of this flowing torrent of fervent devotion from her beauteous hips,
and samts thro' all ages hang on the heavenly music of her tongue

Great things are here said of GOD, and of his government, 1n the
families and kingdoms of men, and such wise and just observations
are made, as are worthy of deep contemplation by the greatest and
best of men Had she like Deborah been the princess of the tribes of
Israel, she could not have spoken with more loftiness and majesty.
with more authority and command, nor better have address’'d the
nobles and rulers, the captains and the mughty men. to humble and
lay ‘em low before Gob

“She celebrates the Lord GOD of Israel,® his unspotted punty, his
almighty power, his unsearchable wisdom, and his unerring justice”

In the praises of these she jovs and triumphs, her heart was exalted
and her mouth enlarged

“She adores the divine sovereignty n 1ts disposals of the affairs of
the children of men, in the strange and sudden turns given to them,
in the rise & fall of persons, families & countries “She observes how
the strong are soon weakned, and the weak are soon strengthned.
when GOD pleases How the rich are soon impoverish'd, and the poor
wmriched on a sudden: How empty famihes are replenish’d, and nu-
merous families dimimished{”]. All this 1s of the Lord,

* Henry 1n loc
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He maketh poor and maketh rich, He bringeth lov: and Iifteth up  He raiseth
up the poor out of Dust. and lifteth up the Beggar from the Dunghill, to set
them among Princes, and make them mberit the Throne of Glory, For the
Pulars of the Earth are the Lord's, and He bath set the World upon them

Thus my text 1s introduced as a reason for those dispensanions of
GOoD towards a person, a family, or a people, which at any tume are
to us most surprising and admurable

1 The things spoken of are great and mughtv, the Pillars of the
Earth  The earth 15 a vast fabrick, and 1n proportion to 1ts mights
bulk must 1ts pillars be.

The metaphor 15 planly taken from architecture, as n statelv, spa-
crous and magnificent structures we often see rows of pillars, to sus-
tain the roof and lofty towers But whether we apply this manner of
expression to the natural or moral earth, 1t 15 figurauve and not
literal

The natural earth has no pillar The will and word of Gob 15 1ts
only basis It seems to us who dwell on 1t fix’d and immoveable in the
air It keeps 1t's place and line there, as if 1t were set on some lastng
solid pillars, and never mov'd at all

We darkly philosophise upon the pont, and talk of the poles of
heaven, which are more unintelhgible to a common audience than the
pillars of 1t. We speak obscurely of the earth’s being fixed on it’s oun
center And we discourse more intelhigibly of the secret power of
magnetism which 15 1n matter, whereby bodies mutually artract or
gravitate toward each other, by which the mughty globes of the uni-
verse preserve theirr distance, motion and order.

This seems to be the only natural pillar of the earth The amazing
work and power of GobD And the planets which roll in the same
circle with us, have all of 'em the same pillars That 15 to sav, all
bodies thro’ the whole solar system attract or gravitate toward each
other, with forces according to their quantities of matter

But after all this fine doctrime in our new philosophy, concerning
the centripetal forces of the sun and planets, a plain Christian 1s much
more edified by the simple and vulgar account which the sacred pages
give us of this mysterious thing * “He stretcheth out the North over the
empty space, and hangeth the Earth upon nothing! He bath founded 1t upon

*Job xxvt 7 Psalm s 2
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the Seas, and established 1t upon the Floods © Which 15 to sav, No man
knows how or where, this vast matenal frame finds 1t's basis and
station

Let us hear GOD again on the pomt, and say no more upon it,

Job xxxvin Who 15 this that darkneth Counsel /7_\' Words withour hnowl-
edge? Gurd up nou thy Loms like a Man, for [ will demand of thee. and
answer thou Me Where wast thou when I laid the Foundations of the Earth?
Declare if thou bast Understanding Who bath laid the Measures thereof. if
thou knowest? Or who bath stretched the Line upon 112 Whereupon are the
Foundatwns thereof fastned? or who laid the Corner-stone thereof?

We see then that the natural earth has no pillars. 1 anyv proper
sense, Nerther has the moral earth, (7 ¢ the inhabitants of 1t) any, but
in a metaphorical sense And so the princes and rulers of 1t are called
it's pillars, because the affairs of the world Iv upon their shoulders.
and turn upon their conduct and management, 1n a very great degree

And thus the text explams 1t self, and 15 to be interpreted from the
scope of our context, which speaks of the Botws of the mighty Aen, and
of the Thrones of Princes, and then adds—the Pullars of the Earth So that
by pillars we are to understand governours and rulers among men,
but not the persons that bear rule. so much as the order 1t self. gov-
ernment and magistracy. For the persons mav be weak and slender
reeds, hrtle able of themselves to bear up any thing, and here and
there they may fall, but the order stands and doth indeed uphold the
world

2 The things said of these pillars of the earth are also very great
“They are the Lord's, and He bas ser the World upon them [7] That 1s to
sav, The order and happiness of this lower world, the peace and weal
of 1t, depend on the civil government which Gob has ordained 1n 1t
All this 1s very elegant and rhetonical. a high and noble stramn of
speech, upon the highest subject that belongs to this our earth

DOCI[RINT]

The Great God has made the governments and rulers of the earth 1t's
pillars, and has set the world upon them

1 The governments and rulers of the earth are 1t's pillars.

*Judges xx
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2. These pillars of the earth are the Lord’s
3 He has set the world upon them

1. The governments and rulers of the earth are 1t's pillars

The pillar 1s a part of great use and honour 1n the building- So 15
magistracy 1n the world. One stvle m scripture for 1t 1s, foundations
and corner-stones Where we read of the Chief* of the People, in the
Hebrew 1t 1s the corners We read also of the  Foundations of the Earth
being out of Course The meaning 1s, the government of it was so
Kings bear up and support the inferior pillars of government, and a
righteous administration restores a dissolving state Psal Ixxv 3 The
Earth and all the Inbabitants thereof are dissolved I bear up the Pillars of 1t

In kke manner, wise and farthful munisters are pillars in the
Church Which s built on the Prophets and Apostles, JEsUs CHRIST being
the chief Corner-stone, Eph. i1 20 The prophet Jeremiah was made by
GOD an 1ron pillar And of Peter, James and John we read, that rhey
seemed to be Pillars Gal. 1 9 They were deservedly so reputed. and
truly so m the Church of CHRIST Famous are the Lord's words to
Peter, Matth xvi 18 Thou art Peter, and on this Rock will I build my
Church And when John had the vision of the New-Jerusalem, de-
scending out of heaven from GoD, 1t 1s said that the Wall of the Ciry
had twelve Foundations, and in them the Names of the twelve Apostles of the
Lamb

Now the design and use of pillars 1n a building is one of these two,
or both together 1. For strength to uphold 1t, or 2 For beautv to
adorn 1t

1 The governments and rulers of the earth are 1ts pillars in respect
of strength to uphold and support the virtue, order and peace of 1t
Pillars should be made strong. and commonly are so. of stone and
marble, 1ron and brass And it had need be a strong Rod to be a Sceprre
to Rule, Fzek. xix 14 Magstrates need be strong, for government 1s a
great weight, and 1t 1s laid upon thetr shoulders Moses felt the weight
and said, 1 am not able to bear this People alone

2. The governments and rulers of the earth are it’s pillars for orna-
ment, to adorn it. Pillars 1n a fine building are made as beautiful as
may be, they are plan'd and polish'd, wrought and carv’d with much
art and cost, painted and gilded, for sight as well as use As the legs

*Judges xx
2 Psal Ixxxn
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are to a body, comely m 1t’s goings Such are pillars in a stately struc-
ture for beauty to the eve. It 1s the allusion of the spouse, recounting
the beauties of her beloved, Cant v 15. His Legs are as Pillars of Mar-
ble, set upon Sockets of fine Gold A bold and elegant comparison, be-
coming the pen of Solomon, who had built the temple of GOD with
all 1t's pillars. They represented the strength of CHRIST and his sta-
bility, to bear the weight of the government laid upon him, and also
the magnificence of the Gomngs of GOD our King 1 the Sanctuary laike-
wise the steadiness of the divine administration  So those 1 power
and magistracy are to be supposed, men adorn'd with superior gifts.
powers and beauties of mind Men that adorn the world wherem they
live, and the offices which theyv sustain And then their office adorns
them also, and sets them n conspicuous places. where what 15 great
and good 1n them 1s seen of all To be sure, government and magis-
tracy adorn the world as well as preserve 1t

1 Magstrates uphold and adorn the world. as pilars do a fabrick.
by emploving their superior wisdom and knowledge. skill and pru-
dence, discretion and judgmen: for the pubhick good These accom-
plishments are to be supposed m the civil order, and they render "em
the pillars of the earth

Wisdom 15 both strength and beauty. a defence and ornament So
Solomon shines among kings, for the Wisdom of Gob was mn Him Gop

gave bim Wisdom and Knowledge exceeding much, and Largeness of Heart

even as the Sand upon the Sea-shore  Angels excel in strength, and rulers
should be wise as the angels of Gob The government 1s laid on
CHRIST because mn him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge. He 15 the wisdom of GOD and the power of GOD As
GOD at first founded the earth by his wisdom, and by his under-
standing established the heavens, so by the communication of wisdom
and understanding to some, he preserves the order and happiness of
others on 1t. What 1s said of a house 1s true of a state,

Thro” Wisdom 1t 15 builded, and by Understanding 1t 1s established, and by
Knowledge shall the Chambers be filled <o1th all precious and pleasant Riches A
wise Man s strong, vea a Man of Knowledge mcreaseth Strength *

But then, Is the pillar for ornament® W hat 1s more beaunful than
knowledge and wisdom? What more adorns a man. a place, a coun-

*Prov xxiv 3.4, 5 1 Cor 1 24 Col 1 3 2 Sam v 20 1 kings v 29
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try® The queen of Sheba came far to hear the wisdom of Solomon,
and Huram was as much struck as she was 2 Chron n. 12 Blessed be
the Lord Gob of Israel, who bath given to David the King a wise Son. endued
with Prudence and Understanding, who may build a House for the Lord, and
an House for the Kingdom

2. Integnity, uprightness, farthfulness added to knowledge and wis-
dom, makes men strong and beautiful pillars. whether in church or
state. Every man is ready to pretend to a competency of wisdom, and
as readv 0 proclaim bis own Goodness, but a faithful Man who can find?
Prov xx. 6. He 15 a rare and beauteous spectacle, as Moses, Joshua,
Samuel, Jehojada, Hezekiah and Nehemiah, in their umes, and to the
end of nume All that rule over men should be like to these, just men
rulmg m the fear of the Lord, and then they are to the world as the hight
and ramn, without which the earth must perish Ay darkness vamshes
before the hght, so a Ring that sitteth upon the Throne of Judgment scat-
tereth away all Evil with bis Eyes David, that pillar of Israel, came mnto
the government with that noble purpose and resolution, Psal Ixxv 3.
When 1 shall recerve the Congregation, I will judge uprightly So he fed
them 1n the mtegnity of his heart, and led them by the skilfulness of
his bands GOD's righteousness and faithfulness, justice and judg-
ment, are the foundation of his everlasting government, the habitation
of bis throne See the pillars of the divine government, Psal. xxxv1 3.
6. Thy Faithfulness reacheth to the Clouds, thy Righteousness 1s as the great
Mountains Nor can the kingdoms and provinces on the earth stand,
but on the like basis of a just and nghteous humane government
Psal Ixxn 3 The Mountans shall bring Peace to the People, and the lirtle
Hulls by Righteousness “Both the superior and mferior magistrates shall
munuster abundantly to the stability and tranquilitv of the state [7]

3 A publick and enlarged spirit for the common weal and a single
regard thereunto, without suffering our selves to be musled by private
and selfish views. This renders men pillars to the world, in the places
wherem Providence sets 'em. And so,

4. A spinit of peace and love, meekness and humility, candour and
gentleness, whereby persons are ready to unite their counsels, and act
n concert with one another: paving a just deference one to another
and preferring one another 1 honour, glad to receive light from any
one, and well pleased to reflect 1t from them, all pursuing one end, as
the many pillars m a great house stand quietly near to one another,



Rt

[Ee SRR T

GOVERNMENT THE PILLAR OF THE § \RIH 17

and all help to bear it up Thus spirst of power. and of love, and of a sound
mind, render men strong and beauuful pillars of the earth. But if the
peace of Gob rule not in mens hearts, if their passions shake ‘em and
thev clash with one another, the house totters, the high arches above
cleave asunder, and the roof falls in. as when Sampson bow'd the
pillars of Dagons house, and buried the lewd assembly i one vast
ruine

5. A pillar imphes forntude and patence, resolution, firmness and
strength of mind, under weight and burden Not to be soon shaken in
mind, nor moved away from what is night and just, but giving our
reason 1n the meekness of wisdom, and hearing the reasons of others
in the same spirit of meekness. to form an imparual judgment. and
abide by it. But vet with submussion to the publick judgment and
determination. The unstable are as water, and more fitly likened to
the waves of the sea, than to a pillar on shore And the rresolute. dis-
couraged and sinking mind 1s at best but a pillar built upon the sand.
which falls when the wind blows and the storm beats upon 1, be-
cause of 1ts weak foundation

There 15 a passive courage, ever necessary 1n an accomphish'd ruler,
as much 1t may be as an acuve The pillar stands regardless thro™ the
weather beat on 1t, or tho' dirt be cast on 1t True 1t will wear under
the injuries of ime, but 1t Jooks sull great. and stands while 1t wears
away  The wise, the meek & strong Moses stood as many shocks, as
ever man did from an mmpatent. murmuring. ungrateful people

But this for the first head, the governments and rulers of the earth
are 1ts pillars

II These pillars of the earth are the Lord's

The earth 1s the Lord’s and the fulness thereof, the world and thev
that dwell therein  All are GOD's rightful propriety & dominion The
shields of the earth belong to him  These are the same with the pil-
lars of 1t

1 The Lord makes these pillars, forms fashions ‘em, polishes and
adorns 'em He gifts, qualifies and furnishes all whom he calls out to
public service He makes the more plain and rough, and he orders the
carved work and glding 1n his house He, the Father of Light &
Glory, gives men their natural powers and excellencies, and all therr
acquired gifts are from him
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He looketh upon all the Inbabitants of the Earth, He fushioneth therr Hearts
altke, He considereth all therr Works In the Hearts of all that are wwise-bearted
He putteth Wisdom Both Wisdom and Might are His Counsel 1s His and
sound Wisdom, He 1s Understanding. He 15 Strength, by Him Kings rule and
Princes decree Judgment *

He gave to David mtegrity, and to Solomon wisdom, and both
were pillars of his framing

2 Both the order & the persons are of the Lord’s ordering, consti-
tuting and appomnting Civil government is of divine institution, and
GOD commussions and entrusts with the admimstration whom he
pleases The great King of the World has order'd a government in 1t.
and he raises up governours, supream and subordinate. There 15 no
Power but of Gob, the Powers that be are ordammed of Him He puts the
scepter mnto the hand, and the spint of government into the heart

3 The pillars are the Lord’s, for he disposes of them as he pleases,
places and fixes them where he will, rears 'em when he sees fit, and
when he will removes, or takes 'em down Or if he has no pleasure 1n
them, breaks ’em to pieces and throws ‘em away.

He removeth Kings, and serteth up Kings For Promotion cometh neither
from the East, nor from the West, nor from the South But GOD 15 the Judge,
He putteth down one and setteth up anotber He leadeth Counsellors away
sporled & maketh the Judges fools He looseth the Bond of Kings, and girdeth
therr Lomns with a Girdle He leadeth Princes away spoiled, and overthroweth
the Mighry ¥

Thus the sovereign GoD forms the pillars of the earth, prepares
‘emn, sets 'em up, ordams the places and times of their standing, takes
‘em down and puts others 1n their room. He calls, and uses whom he
will, inclines and spirits how he will, and improves to what degree he
will. They are his therefore, and his s the greatness and the glory and the
majesty! And to him it must be ascribed both by the persons endowed
and raised by him, and by others nterested in them. 1 Chron. xxix.
12, 13. Both Riches and Honour come of Thee, and n thy Hand 15 Power
and Might, and in thy Hand 1t 1s to make Great, and to give Strength unto
all Now therefore, our GoD, we praise Thee, and bless thy Name for ever
and ever

*James 1 17 Psalm xxxm 15 Exod axx1 3 Dan 1 20 Prov v 13
tDan u 21 Psal Ixxv 6,7 Job xn, 17, 18
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But to do the utmost honour to the civil order among men, and to
give vet greater gloryv to GOD, let us come to the third and last part
of our text

I1. GoD bath set the world upon the governments and rulers, whom
he has made the pillars of it

The natural world 1s 1n the hand of Gob, and 1s upheld 1n 1t’s
being and order ky his power The moral world 15 most upon his
heart, and govern'd in a wayv and manner suted to the nature and
present state of man. And as he governs the spirits of men when he
pleases by immediate impressions on them, so as more proper to the
present order and happmess of mankind. he has appomted the gov-
ernment of men to be bv men So the peace. tranquilitv and flourish-
ing of places are made to depend on the wisdom and fidelity of their
rulers, in the good admimistration of the government While the ut-
most misery and confusion befals those places where the government
15 1ll adminmistred. The reason 1s gnen mn the text, Gop has ser the
World on this foot, 1t can’t stand on any other bottom The virtue and
rehgion of a people, their riches and trade. their power. honour and
reputation, and the favour of GOD toward them. with his blessing on
them, do greatly depend on the pious, righteous and faithful govern-
ment which they are under.

GOD hath set As well n the nature of things. as in his word Gov-
ernment 15 not a creature of man’s lust and will. but of divine consti-
tution, and from a necessity in the nature of things The very being
and weal of society depends thereon

Government was not 1n the oniginal of 1t assumed or usurped by
any one man For instance, not by Lamech before the Flood, nor by
Nimrod after 1t. Indeed the spirit of tyranny, and the lust of domin-
1on, seem to have began in them, but order & rule was before them.
Mankind naturally went into that, and these were the men who made
the first breaches on it, the one being of the race of Cain. the other of
Ham; who have had some of their likeness 1n everv place. and thro’
all generations, that would turn the world upside down and over-
throw the foundations which GOD has laid.

In a word, magistracy, like the other ordinances of heaven. stands
by the power and blessing of GOD, who effectually owns 1t and works
by it, establishes the earth and it abideth He has graven it deep m
the hearts of men, even as the desire of happiness and self-preserva-
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tion He has as much ordained. that while the earth remaineth civil
order and government shall not cease, as he has sworn thar seed time
and harvest, cold and beat, summer and winter, day and mghr, shall not.
Both the one and the other equally continue to the world’s end, abso-
lutely necessary to the life, comfort and welfare of mankind

USt

I shall now make a few reflections, by wav of practical inference and
improvement

1. See the dinine wisdom and goodness 1n ordaining and establish-
ing a magistracy and government in the world It 1s one of the many
great nstances, wherein the Supream Governour of the world has
taken care for the universal and perpetual weal of it And they that
would be lawless and ungoverned, despising dominion and speaking
evil of dignity, distinction, authority and rule among men, act as
madly and mischievously as one would do, that should go mto a
house and sap the foundation of 1t, tlf 1t fall upon him and crush him
to death

It 15 one evident mark of the Romish imposture, and of the spirit of
Antichrist, that it has invaded, usurp'd upon and subverted the au-
thority of kings and princes, governments and states, over their sub-
jects The popes claim of supremacy transfers the allegiance of
subjects to a foreign power, and absolves 'em from their oaths This
alone 15 a sufficient mark of the Beast and of the man of sin What
confusion and vexation has the world suffered from this insolent &
monstrous doctrine’ And how strange 1s 1t that so many kingdoms
and nations of Europe should so long wander after 1t, to thewr infinite
musrule & distracuon' But the word & dreadful judgment of Gob
must be fulfilled on a wicked world

The Reformed churches took early care to protest against this doc-
trine of devils Thev declared for a “conscientious subjection and obe-
dience to the laws and magistrates under which they liv'd, and by
whom thev were protected & defended 1n their just nghts and hiber-
nes.["] “Every kind of magistracy (sayv the Helvetian churches) 1s in-
satuted by GoD, for the peace and happiness of man, and all subjects
should own the goodness of GOD i the mstitution of a magistrate,
by honouring him as the mmster of Gon.[”]



T e e

v

L RN

GOVERNMENT THF PILLAR OF THE FARIH 21

These are some of the just and true principles of the Protestant
religion, according to the oracles of GOD 1n this matter

Rom. xin 1—5 Let cvery Soul be subject unto the bigher Poicers For there
15 no Power but of GoD. the Powers that be are ordamed of Gon  Whosoever
therefore resisteth the Power, resisteth the Ordmance of GO Wherefore ye
must needs be subject. not only for Wrath (or fear of punishment) but also
for Conscience sake  Render therefore unto all then Ducs, Tribute to whom
Tribute 1s due, Custom to whom Custom, Fear to whom Fear. and Honour to
whom Honour Tit m v Put them i mind to be subject to Principalities
and Powers, to obey Magistrates 1 Pet 1 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 Subnut your
selves to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's sake. whether 1t be to the Aing
as supream, or unto Governours as unto them that are sent by Him  For so 15
the Will of GOD

Let us very gratefully observe these precepts, for they are verv gra-
crously given us for the good of the world

2 Are magistrates the pillars of the earth® Are thev the Lord’s®
and has he set the world upon them* Let us then devoutly observe
the governing Providence of GOD i disposing of persons and ottices.
both with respect unto our selves and others

As to our selves, let GOD lead. and Providence open our wav. and
let us follow humbly & obediently Let us think soberly of our selves,
and not vamlv pine after honour and power, or wickedly push for it
hke Absalom But neither need we hide our selves hike Saul, when
the divine call 1s plain, nor msist on excuses like the meek and accom-
plished Moses. Or if again Providence Iavs us by why should we not
retire with Samuel’s humility and greatness of soul

And then as to others, Let us not think our selves neglected or
overlook'd, be envious and discontent, if (GOD prefer them  Suffer the
Most High to rule o the kingdoms of men, and to give the provinces
that belong to 'em to whomsoever he will Let us know and keep our
own place, and do our duty to those whom GOD sets over us

Let people reverence & honour their worthy rulers. and let the
highest among men be very humble before Gob  They are pallars.
but of the earth. The earth and 1ts pillars are dissolving together
Government abides, 1n a succession of men, while the earth endures.
but the persons, however good & great. must die hke other men We
must not look too much at the loftiness of anv, nor lean too much on
any earthly pillar Put not your Trust 1 Princes, nor i the Son of Man
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whom there 1s no Help. His Breath goeth forth, be returneth to bis Dust Nor
may the highest among mortals behold themselves with elation & se-
curity, as the van king of Babyvlon once, but let them fear and trem-
ble before the GOD of heaven, who herits all nations, and stands in
the congregation of the mightv, and judgeth among the gods.

3 Are rulers the pillars of the earth, are they the Lord's® and has
he set the world upon 'em? Let all that are in public offices consider
their obligations to be pillars, 1n the places wheremn Providence hath
set ‘em

Let rulers consider what thev owe to GOD, who has rear'd and set
‘em up; and to the publick which GOD has set upon them Let ‘em
seek wisdom & strength, grace and conduct from GOD, that thev
may answer the title given ‘em in my text. Let 'em stand, and bear,
and act for GOD, whose thev are, and who has set ‘em where they
are. Let the publick good be their just care, that 1t may be seen that
GOD has set the world in their heart, as well as laid 1t on their shoul-
ders. Let 'em act upnightly, that they may stand secure and strong.
Let 'em fear GOD, and rule by his word, that they mayv be approved
by GOD, and accepted always by men with all thankfulness.

As government 15 the pillar of the earth, so rehgion 1s the pillar of
government. Take awav the fear of GOD's government & judgment.
and humane rule utterly falls, or corrupts into tvranny But if reh-
gion rule 1n the hearts and lives of rulers, GOD will have glory, and
the people be made happy.

Fathers of our country, let me freelv say to vou, that the devotion
and virtue of our humble, but illustrious ancestors (the first planters
of New-England), laid the foundation of our greatness among the
provinces And 1t 15 this that must continue and estabhsh 1t under the
divine favour & blessing Emulate their prety and godliness, and gen-
erous regards to the publick, and be acknowledged the pillars, the
strength and ornament of vour country'

But let me move vou by a greater argument, even a far more exceed-
ing and eternal weight of glory, which the Holy Ghost has set before
vou 1n a most ilustrious promise;

Rev w12 Hun that overcometh will 1 make a Pillar m the Temple of
my GOD, and be shall go no more out And I will write upon Him the Name
of my GOD, and the Name of the City of my GOD, which 1s New-Jerusalem.
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which cometh down out of Heaven from my GoD And I will write upon Him
my New-Name.

CHRIST will erect a monumental pillar, that shall stand for ever, mn
honour of all them who 1n their station here, be they high or low,
faithfully endeavour to uphold his church and kingdom

It 1s a triumphant promise taken from the Roman manner of pillars
rear'd to the memory of illustrious persons and patriots, on which
were inscrib'd their names and worthy deeds, together with that of
the emprire, city or province, which thev were so happy as to serve
and help to save

Infinitely more glory and honour shall be done to him who serves
the Lord CHRIsT, his kingdom. people and interest, in his life here
on earth When he comes into his temple above he shall have a pillar
of celestial glory rear'd to etermze his name, and on 1t shall be wntten
(O divine honour") “Ths was a faithful Servant of bis Gob, and Saviour,
and of the Church on Earth [”]

There let him stand for ever, “.\ monument of free grace, never to be
defaced or removed 7 While the names of famous emperors, kings and
generals, graven in brass or cut in marble. on stately pillars and tn-
umphant arches, shall moulder into dust

So the pillars 1in Solomon’s porch were broken down. and carried
away by the Chaldeans. But he that 15 made a pillar in the celesnal
temple shall go no more out Yea the pillars of the hreral earth and
heavens will shortly tremble. and be shaken out of their place, but he
that believes in CHRIST. and has his glorious name written on him.
shall remain unshaken and immoveable, and remam, hke his lving
saviour, stedfast for ever

This infimte and eternal glory we wish to all in this worshipping
assemblyv, the greater and the less. high and low, nich and poor to-
gether. As in the act of worship. we are all on a level before the
throne of GOD And the lowest in outward condiion mayv be the
highest 1n grace, and i the honours that come from above

But n a more especial manner we wish this mercy and blessing of
our GobD and king, out of his house to your Excellency our
governour: Whose return to vour country, and vour advancement to
the government of 1t, we cannot but congratulate in the most publick
manner, with hearts full of joy, and sincere thankfulness to Gob
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The Lord GOD of our fathers, who hath spread our bheavens, and laid
the foundations of our earth, make vou a pillar to us both in the state &
church.

As 1t hath pleased him to chuse, adorn & set yvou up, so may he
please to fix & establish vou, and long continue vou a father, and
illustrious blessing to vour people.

And may the name of CHRIST, and of these churches of our Lord
Jisus, be graven deep upon vour heart And vour faithful services to
them be an everlasting name to vou, which shall not be cur off

So. not only erect vour self a pillar in every pious and grateful
heart, that loves our civil and religious liberties, and let their prayers
and blessings come upon vou, but also lav a good foundation against
the world to come, for everlasting fame and renown, and 20 be called
great mn the kingdom of beaven

FINTIS
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JOSEPH SEWALL (1688-1769). A Harvard graduate of 1707, Sewall
spent a long and generally serene ministry at Old South Church mn
Boston, where he preached bevond his eightieth vear He was a
strong Calvinist, yet he became a friend of George Whitefield, who
preached mn Sewall’s pulpit during several visits to Boston. He was
offered the presidency of Harvard in 1724, but he dechined 1t after a
peevish attack by Cotton Mather He preached the arullery sermon in
1714 and the election sermon 1 1724, and he was awarded a D D
by the University of Glasgow in 1731. With his classmate Reverend
Thomas Prince, he edited The Compleat Body of Divimity from collected
papers of Samuel Willard (1726). His own papers were not collected,
but Sibley’s Harvard Graduates (vol. 5), hsts twenty-nine writings by
him.

Reprinted here 15 a fast-day sermon preached before the Massachu-
setts governor, the council, and the house of representatives on De-
cember 3, 1740. Alwavs readv to look for underlving causes and
stronglv attached to his province, Sewall readily supported the patri-
ot cause and permitted his meeting house to become a shrine of the
American cause. In Charles Chauncy’s words, Sewall “was a strenu-
ous asserter of our civil and ecclesiastical charter-nghts and
priviledges . He knew they were the purchase of our forefathers at
the expence of much labor. blood, and treasire [s2c] He could not
bear the thought of their being wrested out of our hands. He es-
teemed it our dutv. n all wise. reasonable, and legal ways, to endeav-
our the preservation of them .” (Chauncy, Discourse Occasioned by the
Death of  Joseph Sewall [Boston, 1769]. p. 26).
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83 And God saw their Works, that they turned from their evil Way, and
God repented of the Evil that he had said that be would do unto them, and be

did 1t not B
Jonah I 10

n this book we have a very memorable and instructive
> history The prophet Jonah, whose name the book
25 | bears, was call'd of GOD to go to Nmeveh, the capial
Y of the Assyrian monarchy, and cryv agamst 1t He

< cnimimally attempted to flv from the presence of the
Lord. by going to Joppa, and from thence to Tarshish, but that Gop
whom the winds and sea obey. raised such a storm as made the hea-

then mariners conclude there was something very extraordinary, and
accordingly theyv propose to cast lots. that they mght know for
whose cause this evil was upon them Jonah 15 taken. and cast mnto
the sea, upon which 1t ceased from raging And thus. by the wonder-
ful Providence of GGOD, he became a tyvpe of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Chnist, who having appeased the wrath of GOD by his obedr-
ence unto death, lay buried mn the earth three davs. Matth 12 3o
For as Jonas wwas three Days and three Nights m the Whale's Belly  So shall
the Son of Man be three Days and three Nights m the Heart of the Earth
Jonah having cried to GOD, as vur of the Belly of Hell. was delivered
from his dreadtul confinement Chap 2 v 1o The Lord spake unto the
Fush, and 1t vomited Jonah upon the dry Land Thus the brute creation.
even the mighty whales. obey the word of GOD'S power, while men
transgress his law  Jonah, being thus dehvered from the depth of dis-
tress, obeys the second call of Gob to him. Ch 3 v 1 Happv 1s
that rebuke, how sharp soever, which 1s sanctified to make us return
to GOD and our duty  And here 1t 15 observ'd, i the third verse, that
Nineveh was an exceeding great city , great to or of GOD.* “Things
great and eminent have the name of GoOD put upon them m scrip-
turel.|” of three days journey It 1s computed to have been sixty miles
compass, which may well be reckon’d three davs journev for a foot-
man, twenty miles a day, savs Mr Henry, or as the same author
observeth, walking slowly and gravely. as Jonah must, when he went

“ Urbs magna Da Calin

29
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about preaching, it would take him up at least three days to go thro’
all the principal streets and lanes of the city, to proclaim his message,
that all might have notice of it.” However, no greatness or wordly
glory will be any security against GOD’S destroying judgments, if
such places go on obstinately in their sins. O let not London! let not
Boston, presume to deal unpustly in the Land of Uprightness, lest the holy
GOD say of them as of his ancient people, You bave I known of all the
Families of the Earth: Therefore 1 will punish you for all your Imquities,
Amos 3. 2 But to return, Jonah, in obedience to the divine com-
mand, cries against this great city, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown, v. 4. In the five following verses, we have the faith and
repentance of the Ninevites described, which our Lord takes particu-
lar notice of, Matth. 12. 41. The Men of Nineveb shall rise in Judgment
with this Generation, and shall condemn 1t, because they repented ar the
preaching of Jonas, and bebold, a greater than Jonas is bere Let us then
attend to these words with reverence and godly fear, lest they also rise up
in judgment against us in the terrible day of the Lord And here 1 would
more particularly observe, 1. The People of Nineveb believed GOD, v. 5

Jonah, we may suppose, declared to them the true and living GOD,
who made heaven and earth, and publish'd his message in his name,
and GOD wrought such a faith in them as excited a fear of his judg-
ments, and made them deeply concern’d to put away their provoking
sins, that they might escape the threatned destruction. And this im-
pression of fear and concern was general; for we find, 2dly, Thar they
proclaim’d a Fast, and put on Sackcloth from the greatest of them even to the
least of them. Yea, there was a royal proclamation for this by the Decree
of the King and bis Nobles, v. 7. And this great monarch humbled him-
self before the Most High, who cuts off the spirit of princes, and 1s
terrible to the kings of the earth. The king of Nineveh arose from his
throne, and laid his robe from him, and cover'd him with sackcloth,
and sat in ashes, v. 6. Thus did he practically confess, that he had
behav’d unworthy his royal digmty, and deserv'd to have it taken
from him. And the proclamation requir'd the strictest abstinence, Let
neither Man nor Beast taste any Thing. Not as if the beasts were capable
of moral good or evil, but as these had been abus'd by them, they
would have their moans and cries under the want of food, further to
excite penitential sorrow in themselves. And all are commanded to cry
mightily to God, v. 8. Yea, all are exhorted to turn every one from his evil
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Way, and from the violence that is in their hands. The Ninevites
were sensible, that to outward signs and means of humiliation, they
must add repentance and reformation. 3. We bave therr Encouragement
to attend this Duty, in a time of impending judgment, v. 9. Who can tell
if God will turn and repent. We may suppose that Jonah declar'd to
them the grace and mercy of the GOD of Israel, and shew’d them the
way of salvation thro’ the then promised Messiah; that tho’ their bod-
ies should be destroy’d, their souls might be sav'd in the day cof the
Lord. And they might well infer some ground of hope as to their
temporal deliverance from this, that the judgment was not presently
executed, but the space of forty days was given them for repentance

However, as it doth not appear they had any particular promuse re-
specting this matter, so their faith and hope are here express'd as at-
tended with doubt and fear. Who can tell? A like expression we have,
even respecting GOD’S covenant people, Who knows if he will return
and repent? Joel 2. 14. 4. We bave an account of Nineveb’s repentance, and
GoD’s gracious deliverance, v. 10 GOD saw therr Works, 1 e. with approba-
tion and gracious acceptance. Their works “whereby they testified
the sincerity of their faith and repentance ™ Our Saviour savs, rhey
repented at the preaching of Jonas Luke 11 32. We may conclude there-
fore that his preaching was accompanied with the powerful influ-
ences of the spirit of GOD convincing them of their many hainous
transgressions, awakening them with fears of Gop’s judgments, and
prevailing upon them to turn from their sins to the Lord. Had it not
been for this wonderful work of grace upon them, they had been like
to the sinners of the old world, who went on securely, tho’ Noah was
a Preacher of Righteousness to them, 'till the Flood came, and took them all
away Here were some, 1 hope, and that not a few, who had saving
repentance given them; and others were so ternfied and awakened,
that they engaged at least in an outward and publick reformation.
And may we not suppose that in this wonderful work, GOD gave his
ancient people a specimen and earnest of the call of the gentiles?
Now, upon this their repentance it is said, GOD repented of the Evil, and
be did 1t not. Which words must be understood mn such a sense as is
consistent with the divine perfections. It is not spoken of GoOD, as if
he could in a proper sense be griev'd for what he had done in threatn-

* Dutch annotations
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ing the Ninevites; no, this was right, and he had a gracious design in
it: Nor, as 1f he had alter’d his counsels concerning them. He is of
one mind, and who can turn him? Nor, as if he acted contrary to
truth and faithfulness; no, the threatning was conditional. And ac-
cordinglv when they repented GOD turned from his fierce anger, and
gave them deliverance; which 1s agreable to that rule of his govern-
ment which we have declar'd. Jer. 18. 7. 8. Az what Instant I shall
speak concerning a Nation. and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, and to
pull down, and to destroy at. If that Nation agamst whom I bave pronounced,
turn from therr Evil, I will repent of the Evil that I thought to do unto
them

From the words thus explained to vou, I would observe the follow-
ing doctrines,

(1.) If we would seek the Lord in a right manner, we must believe
him, the threatnings and promises of his word (2 ) It is the duty of a
people to cry to GOD n praver with fasting, when he threatens to
bring destroving judgments upon them; and their rulers should be
ready to lead in the right discharge of this duty. (3 ) Our seeking to
GOD by praver with fasting must be attended with true repentance,
and sincere endeavours after reformation. (4.) When a people do thus
attend their duty, GOD will repent of the evil, and not bring destruc-
tton upon them.

I If we would seek the Lord in a right manner under bis threatned judg-
ments, we must believe him; the threatnings and promises of bis word

The people of Nineveh believed GOD, and proclaimed a fast. We
are not told what particular credentials Jonah produc’d to prove that
he was a true prophet sent from Gob. His preaching might be more
full and particular than is here recorded; and GOD set 1t home, so
that they were made sensible they had to do with the true and faith-
ful one, whose name is Jehovah; and accordingly they set themselves
to entreat his favour with great seriousness. And thus we must be-
heve, that the Lord is that powerful, holy, faithful, and merciful
GoD, which he declareth himself to be in his word. We must realise
it, that his word is sure and most worthy of credit, whether he
threatens evil to the impenitent, or promuseth mercy to such as con-
fess and forsake their sms; or we shall never be concerned to seek his
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face in a right manner. Without faith 1t 1s impossible to please God, in our
approaches to him: For he that cometh to GOD, maust believe that be 1s,
and that be 15 a Rewarder of them that diligently seek bim. Heb. 11. 6.
Agreably, 1n a time of danger, that pious king Jehoshaphet, said to
GoD's ancient people, Hear me, O Judab, and ye the Inbabitants of Jeru-
salem, Belweve 1n the Lord your God, so shall you be established; believe his
prophets, so shall ye prosper. 2 Chron z20. 20. Certamly then, we who
are born under the clear light of the gospel dispensation, must believe
the Lord our GOD speaking to us n his word, if we would attend the
duties of this day. so as to obtain mercy for ourselves, and this dis-
tressed people. We must believe that if we go on obstinately in our
sins, and despite the warnings GOD has given us n his word and by
his providences, we shall after our hardness and impenitent heart
treasure up unto our selves wrath against the day of wrath, But if we
forsake the way of sin, and return unto the Lord, he will have mercy
and abundantly pardon. We must believe our Lord Jesus when he
says to us, Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish And we must also
receive it as a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ
Jesus came wnto the world to save sinners, and will cast out none that come
to him in the exercise of faith and repentance. O that there was such
a faith in us! Then we should fly to GOD'S name, as to our strong
tower this day, and find him our defence and refuge in the day of
trouble. By Faith Noab being warnned of God of Things not seen as yet,
moved with fear, prepared an Ark to the saving of bis House, by the which be
condemned the World, and became Hewr of the Righteousness which 1s by
Faith, Heb. 11. 7.

I1. It 15 the duty of a people to cry to GOD 1n prayer with fasting, when be
threatens to bring destroying judgments upon them, and their rulers should be
ready to lead 1n the right discharge of this duty.

Thus did the men of Nineveh, nor did their king refuse to humble
himself and lie in the dust before that Almighty Gop, who threatned
to destroy them. The order given was, “Let Man and Beast be cov-
ered with Sackcloth, and cry mightily to GoD.” Thus then is a moral
duty incumbent on all as GOD shall call. GOD'S ancient people prac-
tised 1t. Thus when the children of Moab and Ammon came against
Jehoshaphet to battel, he feared, and set himself to seck the Lord, and
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proclaimed a Fast, 2 Chron. 20. 1—3. And we have an account in scrip-
ture of more private fasting, Mark 2. 18, 20. Where we are informed
that the disciples of John, and of the pharisees used to fast. And our
Lord declares that after hus departure, His Disciples should also Fast.
And we have particular direction about religious fasting, 1. Cor. 7. §
Here then, I would be a little more particular in describing the duty
of fasting and praver. in which we are this day engaged.

1. In relygious fasting we must chasten our bodies, by abstaiming from meat
and drink, and other pleasures which gratify the outward man

Thus must we acknowledge that we have abused GOD’s good crea-
tures, and are unworthy of the least drop and crumb even of the
blessings of his common Providence. And in this way we ought to
afflict and keep under our bodies, that our animal appetites may be
bro’t into subjection, and that our souls may be the more deeply
humbled before GOD. Indeed the necessity of persons, respecting the
weakness of some constitutions, 1s here to be regarded However,
when persons wantonly indulge their appettes, and find theirr own
pleasures when GOD calls to weeping and mourning, is sinful and
shameful. And GOD declares in his word, that this is a provoking
evil, Isai. 22. 12—14. In that Day did the Lord God of hosts call to weeping
and to mourning, and to girding with sackcloth. And bebold Joy and Glad-
ness, slaying Oxen, and killing Sheep, eating Flesh, and drinking Wine; let us
eat and drink, for to morrow we shall die. And 1t was revealed in mine Ears
by the Lord of hosts, Surely this imquity shall not be purged from you till ye
die, saith the Lord God of bosts And surely the men of Nineveh will rise
up in judgment against such, and condemn them; for we find they
were very strict in attending these outward signs and means of humil-
iation. But then, it must be granted that this bodily abstinence will
profit little, unless our hearts are broken for sin, and broken off from
the pleasures of 1t.

2. In religious fasting we must afflict our souls; bave the heart inwardly
prerced, and the spirits broken upon the account of our sins

That GOD who is a spirit, and forms the spirit of man within him,
looks on the heart, and requireth us to worship him in spirit and
truth. The Sacrifices of God are a broken Spirt. a broken and contrite Heart,
O God thou wilt not despise, Psal. 51. 17. The call of GOD to his people
on a day of solemn fasting, was that, rent your beart, Joel 2. 13. There
must then be a deep and thorow conviction of sin, and contrition
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upon the account of it. We must look to Jesus whom our sins have
pierced, and mourn as one mourneth for his only Son, and be 1n bitterness,
as one that 1s in bitterness for bis First-born, Zech 12. 10. There must be
hatred of sin, and indignation at it as the accursed thing which strs
up GOD’S holy displeasure against us. There must be inward grief
because GOD has been dishonour'd and his law broken by our sins:
That godly Sorrow which worketh Repentance, 2 Cor. 7 10. There must
be holy fear of GOD’s judgments. We must take shame and blame to
our selves, and make that confession, Dan. 9 8. O Lord to us belongeth
confusion of Face, to our Kings, to our Princes, and to our Fathers, because
we have sinned aganst theee We must abhor our selves, lie down before
GOD in deep abasement, and humble ourselves under his mighty
hand: Thus must we go to GOD self-condemned, and wilhng to be
reconcil’'d to him upon his own terms, looking to Jesus as our advo-
cate with the Father, and depending on him as the propitiation for
our sins.

3. We must cry mightily to GOD i prayer. Earnest prayer, in this and
other places of scripture, 1s express'd by crving to the Lord, Psal.
130 1. Qut of the depths bave I cried unto thee O Lord. Prayer 1s a great
part of the duty of the day; and we must take care, that it be that
effectual fervent Prayer that availeth much, Jam. 5. 16 [.] in-wrought
prayer, that prayer which is wrought in the heart by the Holy Ghost.
For this end, we must ask the spirit of grace and supplication to help
our infirmities, and stir up the gift of GOD 1 us. Thus must we pour
out our hearts before GOD, and say, in most humble importunity as
Jacob, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me. For GOD said not to the
seed of Jacob, seek ye me 1n vam, Isa. 45. 15. And therefore, if we
approve our selves the genuine sons of that patriarch, we shall also
have power with GOD, and prevail thro’ the merits and intercession
of our Lord Jesus Christ: we shall either obtain the blessing for
GOD’s people, as Elias did, tho” a man subject to hke passions; or at
least shall deliver our own souls. I might further set before you the
prophet Daniel, who has given rulers a bright example of a publick
spirit, greatly concern’d for the peace of Jerusalem How earnest was
he when he set his face to seek the Lord by prayer with fasting! Hear
his repeated cries, Ch. 9. 19. O Lord hear, O Lord forgrve, O Lord,
hearken and do, defer not, for thine own sake, O my God And when GOD
call'd his people to sanctify a fast, the divine command is, Joel 2. 17
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Let the Priests, the Ministers of the Lord, weep between the Porch and the
Altar, and let them say, Spare thy People, O Lord, and give not thy Herttage
to Reproach, that the Heathen should rule over them wherefore should they
say among the People, Where 15 therr God? May Moses and Aaron, lift up
their hands with their hearts to GOD in praver this day, and receive
the blessing from the Lord.

4. We must turn, each one from his evil way. Thus when the exhorta-
tion given was to cry mightily to GOD, 1t follows; Yea, let them turn
every one from his evil way, and from the Violence that 15 in their Hands
And indeed, unless this be our care, our sins will cry louder than our
pravers, and provoke GOD to cover himself as with a cloud, Isa 59
1, 2 Bebold, the Lord’s Hand is not shortned that it cannor save: neither bis
ear heavy that be cannot hear But your Iniquities have separated between you
and your God, and your Sins have bid bis Face from you, that he will not
bear And when GOD had declared to his people that he rejected their
assemblies and solemn meetings, he gives them that exhortation.
Wash ye, make ye clean, put away the evil of your Doings from before mine
Eyes, cease to do evil, learn to do well, seek Judgment, relieve the Oppressed,
Judge the Fatherless, plead for the Widow, Isa 1. 16, 17

But this brings me to the 3d general head,

II1. Our seeking to GOD by praver with fasting, must be attended
with true repentance, and sincere endeavours after reformation

GOD saw their works, that they zurned from the evil way Here we
may consider,

1. What is implied 1n this work of repentance and reformation.

2. Why we should thus engage in the work of repentance and
reformation.

First, What 15 1mplied 1n this work of repentance and reformation?

A. 1. It implieth, An holy and prevailing resolution to turn from those
sins which we confess on the day of fasting When we appear before GOD
to confess our sins and ask pardon for them; if we attend this duty in
sincenity, we are convinc’d that it is an evil and bitter thing that we
have forsaken GOD by transgressing his law; and we shall accordingly
resolve to put away this accursed thing which separates between GOD
and us, and engage to return to GOD and our duty. Thus did Gop's
people on a solemn fast. They entred into an oath to walk m God's law,
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and solemnly promis’d, that they would reform the evils which had
crept in among them; 1n taking strange wives, in profaning the Sab-
bath, in their cruel exacting upon their poor brethren, @&¢ Neh. g.
38. 10. 29—31. And it is certainly seasonable and necessary for per-
sons on such a day to resolve, relying on GOD for grace, to put away
such and such sins as have more easily beset them., to take more care
to keep themselves from their own 1niquity, and to reform whatever
hath been contrary to GOD’s law

Which leads me to say,

2. It intends, That this resolution be put in practice in sincere endeavours
to put away those sins and reform those evils, which bhave been confess'd and
bewail'd before God This GOD requires of us. Thus saith the Lord God,
Repent and turn your selves from all your ldols, and turn away your Faces
from all your Abominations, Ezek. 14. 6. And after this manner did the
children of Israel testify their repentance, when thev cried to the
Lord under the oppression of their enemies. And they put away the
strange gods from among them, and served the Lord and his soul wwas grieved
for the msery of Israel. Judg. 10 16 Agreeably, when we have fasted
and praved, we must bring forth fruts meet for repentance, by engaging
in a thorow reformation of all sins of omission or commission. If we
have omitted religious duties, secret or family praver, self-examima-
tion, the ordinances of GOD’S house; we must now conscienciously
attend upon them. If we have neglected the duties of those relations
which we sustain towards men, in publick or private life; we must
now with care and diligence discharge them. If we have committed
sins contrary to the laws of sobriety, righteousness and godliness; we
must labour by the spirit to mortify them In a word, we should
cleanse our selves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of GOD. And n order to these things, we ought
earnestly seek to GOD to put his laws into our minds, and write them
in our hearts; for it 1s he alone that can work in us to will and to do,
in beginning and carrymg on this necessary work of reformation.

3. That we rerurn to God by Jesus Christ; to beleve n, love and obey him
The prophet Hosea complans, They return, but not to the most High,
7. 16. Whereas, when a reformation 1s sincere and general, we shall
have a regard to the Lord our GOD in it, as to our chief good and
highest end. We shall not be principally concern’d to serve a turn,
and escape this or the other threatned judgment As thev, When be
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slew them, then they sought bim: and they returned and enquired early after
God And they remembred that God was therr Rock, and the bhigh God therr
Redeemer. Nevertheless, they did flatter bim with their Mouth, and they hed
unto bim with therr Tongues, Psal. 7. 8. 34-36. But shall make it our
great business to obtain peace with GOD thro’ Jesus Christ the only
Mediator, who has made peace thro’ the blood of his cross. And then
shall we endeavour to be stedfast in his covenant. The language of
our hearts must be as Hos 6. 1. Come and let us return unto the Lord
for be bath torn, and be will beal us; be bath smitten, and be will bind us up
14. 3. Asshur shall not save us, we will not ride upon Horses, nesther will
we say any more to the work of our hands, Ye are our gods: for n thee the
Fatbherless findeth mercy 'We must return to GOD as to our Lord and
lawgiver, to obey and serve him; as to the object of our desire and
choice, to take our full contentment in him: Thus 1t is said of GOD’s
people All Judab rejowced at the Oath- for they had sworn with all their
Heart, and sought bim with therr whole desire, and be was found of them, 2
Chr. 15. 15. As to particular persons, it is necessary that they thus
give up themselves to the Lord, and then keep the covenant of their
GoDp. And as to a people, considering them collectively, this must be
their prevailing desire and practice. If they are generally false & hyp-
ocritical, they will give GOD reason to complain of them, as of his
ancient people, O Epbraim, what shall I do unto thee: O Judab, what shall
I do unto thee. for your goodness 1s as a morming cloud, and as the early dew
1t goeth away Hos. 6. 4.

Secondly, Why should our days of fasting be thus attended with sincere
endeavours after reformation?

A. 1. GOD demands this of us When that inquiry was made, Where-
with shall I come before the Lord, and bow my self before the high
Gob? Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings? Will the Lord
be pleased with thousands of rams or with ten thousands of rivers of
ovl? The answer 1s, He bath shewed thee, O Man, what 15 good, and what
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk
bumbly with thy Gob? Micah 6. 8. And therefore, when GOD’S people
fasted in a formal customary manner, without engaging 1n the neces-
sary work of reformation, GOD said to them, Did ye at all Fast unto
me, even to me? And then it follows, Execute true Judgment, and shew
Mercy and Compassions every Man to his Brother. And oppress not the Wid-
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ow, nor the Fatherless, the Stranger, nor the Poor, and let none of you tmag-
ine Evil agamnst bis Brother in your Heart, Zech. 7 8, 1o.

2. GOD makes precious promuses to encourage and excite us to this duty
Thus when GOD had exhorted his people to put away the evil of
their doings; he adds for their encouragement, Come now and let us
reason together, saith the Lord; though your Sins be as Scarlet, they shall be
white as Snow; though they be red like Crimson, they shall be as Wool If ye
be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the Land. And i the 55th
Chapter we have that exhortation enforc’d with a promise of full and
free pardon, v 6, 7. Seek ye the Lord, while be may be found, call ye upon
bim while be 15 near. Let the Wicked forsake bis Way, and the unrighteous
Man bis Thoughts. and let bim return unto the Lord, and be will have mercy
upon bim, and to our God, for be will abundantly pardon ver. 6, 7. Surely
then, we must be basely ungrateful, if we are not drawn with these
cords of a man, and bands of love While we refuse to attend this
great duty, we practically despise the riches of GOD’S goodness
whereby he leads sinners to repentance. And this is another reason why
we should engage in the work of repentance and reformation

3. If we refuse to repent and reform, we shall be condemned out of our
own mouths, and fall under the threatned judgments of Gon. One consider-
able part of the duty of a day of religious fastng is to make an hum-
ble and penitent confession of our sins whereby we have provoked a
holy GOD to come out in judgment against us, and to cry to him for
grace that we may turn from them. Thus 'tis said of GOD’S people on
the day of solemn fasting recorded N