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AE. J

.I_ the courseof__)_ v_igation, necessary
for acquiring that measure of knowledge which I was

anxious to possess, rds_b@ country, its people,

_-its go_armmem_/_ __it_" p__ia_amd_ito_mm_'ffl..

was met, and in some _eest_rprised, by extraor-

dinary diffmulties, when.I arrive41 at that part of my.._

• in_lmrms whi6h _related to InWm. On 6_er _j_,'

of any magnitude and,lmpor_m_, I generally found,

:#tMt _thvre. w_ some one book,._t/:_ !kUWait! 9_)

books, containing the material part of the requisite
information ; and in _wh|dh"direction was obtained, by'

3*referetme _to other books, if, in any' part,- the_i_a{t_ f-

found it necessary t_ e_mt.his: researches. In re-

i_I_g_., ,_ In.d_, _the case was exceedingly &__

The knowledge, requisite for attaining an adequate

conception of that g_atK_f British action, was
_colk_ed no where: _t-._wes,-se.attered in a_gmmt_

variety of repositori_e_:_n considerable por-

._.tions, often in very minute ones" sometimes by itS.,
often mixed up with subjects ofa verydifferent nature:

and, even where information relating to India stood

di0oined from other subjects, a small portion of what

was useful lay commonly imbedded in a large mass of

what was trifling and insignificant ; and of a body of

statements, given indiscriminately as matters of fact,
VOL. I. b



il PREFACr..

ascertainedby the senses, the far greater part was in

general only matter of opinion, borrowed,in succes-
sion, by one set of Indian gentlelnen fromanother.]

In bestowing the time, labour,andthought, neces-
sary to explore this assemblage of heterogeneous

things, and to separate, for my own use, what was
true and what was useful, fromwhat was insignificant
and what was false, I was led to grieve, that none of

those who had precededme, in collecting for him-

self a knowledgeof Indian affairs, had been induced
to leave his colL_vtionfor the benefit of others; and

perform the labour of extracting and orderingthe
dispersedand confusedmaterialsofa knowled_of
India,onceforall.The secondreflectionwas,that,

if those who preceded me had neglected this impor-

tant service, and in so doing were not altogetherfree
from blame,neither shouldI be exempt fromthe mine

condemnation, if I omitted what dependeduponme,
to facilitate and abridge to others the labour of ae-

quiring a knowledge of India; an advantageI should
have valued so highly, had it beenafforded by any

formerinquirer.
In this manner, the idea of writing a History of

India was first engendered in my mind. I should
have shrunk from the task, had I foreseenthe labour
inwhichithasinvolvedme.

iThe difficultyarisingfromthissourceoffalseinformationwasfelt

bytheverytintaccuratehistorian.

"Oryap avOp_Trotrag a_¢af r_'poyeTa_qp_v*_ ,itat qtts_rlgetlpAa¢_

V,dpra_a_a¢a_t_-t_fTap' a3A_k_t,_eXm,rat. Thuc3d. lib, i. c. _'. Other

excellent observationsto the same purpo_ art found in the two follow-

ing chapters.



T'_nebooks, in which more or less of information

respecting India might be expected to be found, were
suffufiently numerous to compose a library. Some

were books of Travels. Some were books of History.

Some contained philological, some antiquarian, re-
searches. A considerable number consisted of trans-

lations from the writings of the natives in the native

tongues; others were books on the religion of the

people of India; books on their laws; books on their

sciences, manners, and arts.

The transactions in India were not the only trans-

actions of the British nation, to which the affairs of

I_dia had given birth. Those affairs had been the

subject of much discussion by the press, and of many

legislative, executive, and even judicial proceedings,

in England. Those discussions and proceedings

would form of course an essential part of the History
of British India; and the materinls of it remained to

be extracted, with much labour, from the voluminous

records of British literature, and British legislation.
The British legislature had not satisfied itself with

deliberating, and deciding; it had also inquired; and,

inquiring, it had called for evidence. This call, by

the fortunate publicity of parliamentary proceedings,

brought forth the records of the councils in India, and
their correspondence, with one another, with their ser-

vants, and with the constituted authorities in England:
a portion of materials, inestimable in its value; but

so appalling by its magnitude, that many years ap-
peared to be inadequate to render the mind familiar
with it.

b2



iv PREFACE. _

Such is a short and very imperfect deserlptioaof
the state of the materials.1 The operations neeesury_

to draw fromthema usefulhistory, formedthesecoAd
subject of consideration. To omit other particulars,
which will easily present themselves, and are common'_

to this with all undertakingsof a similar nature,a

peculiar demand, it is evident, was presented for the
exercise of discrimination, that is, of criticism, in a

chaotic mass, of such extent, .wherethings relating to

the subject were to be separated from things foreign _

to it ; where circumstancesof importancewere to be

separated from circumstancesthat were insignificant; _f
where real facts, andjust inferences, were to be sepa- _
rated from such as were the contrary; and above all _

things, where facts, really testified by the senses, were _
to be discriminatedfrommatters,given as testifiedby

the senses,but which, in truth, werenothing but mat- _

ters of opinion, confounded with matters of fact, and
mistaken for them, in the minds of the reporters
themselves.2

i n y nvoit plus de choses la dessus qu'on ne le croyoit commuaementj !_
mais dies etoioat noydes duns unefoule de recueih immeaees, en iangees ._'

Latine, Espagnole, Aagloise, et Hollandoise, ou personae ne s'avisoit de _
Ins slier chercher ;daas ,me quantit_ de routiers treHvcs, tras en-

nuyeux, relatifs/t cent autres objets, et dent il seroit preu]ue impossible
de roadre la lecture interresseal_. Les diliicult6s ne toucheat gu_ce _

coax qui ne les essuyent pus. Hist. des _nvigafion sex Terres Aus-

trales, par M. le President de Broke. _
L'on ne sent que trop, says Mr. Gibbon, combioa aous sommea

port6s _ m61ernos idles nvec celles que nous rapportons. Menmire iar
In Moaarchie des Medes, Gibbon's _,fiscel. Works, ill. 61. Ed. 8vo. This

infimait7 of the human mind, a fag of great importance, both in qa_.ula-

finn and in action, the reader,who is not alreadyacquaintedwith it twitl

find veryelegantly illustrated in one of the chapters of the eecbndvolume



A history of India, therefore, to be-goodfor any
thing, must, it was. evident, be, what, for want of a
better apppnation, has been called, " A Critical His.
tory."1 To criticise means, to judge. A critical
history is, then_ a judging history. But, if a judg-
ing history, what does it judge ?

tt is evident that there are two, and only twos

classes of objects, which constitute the subject of

ofthework of Mr. Dugeld Stewart, on the PhUmophy of the Human
_M_.ind.See p. 7g, vol:. ii. of the present work. Many examples of it

will present themselves in the course of this history; for as it _s a habit
peculiarly congenial to the mental state of the natives, so a combination
of circumstauees has given it unusual etficacy in the minds of those of

our countrymen by whom India has been surveyed.
] The idea of a critical history is not very old. The first man who

seems to have had a distinct conception of it, says, c, Je tralterai men

sujet en critique, saivant la rogle de St. Paul, Examinez routes theses, et
nc retenez 9ue _ qui est ben. L_i_toire n'est bien souvent qu'un

melar_e confus de fauxet de vrai, entass_ par des ecrivalns real instroitsp
eredeles, ou passionez. C'est au lecteur attentif et judicieux d'en fairo

le diseernement, .3Vaide d'une critique, qui ne soit ni trop timide, ni
temeraire. Sans Ie secours de cat art, nn erre dens ]'histoire_ comma
un piiote sur le mar, lorsqu'il n'a ni boussole, ni carte marine." Beau-
sobre, Hist. de Manichee, Disc. Prelim. p. 7.

The same writer has also said, what is not foreign to the present pur-
pose, " Uue histoire critique ne peuvant _tre trop bien jastiflde, j'ai eu
soin de mettre en origi'nal, au bus des pages, ies passages qui servent de

preuve aux fairs que j'avance. C'est an ennuyeux travail, maisje l'ai
era necessaire. Si I'on trouve les citations trop amples et trop abon-

dautes, c'est on superflu qui u'a co_t_ qu'a toni, et le lecteur peut bieu
re'an lmrdooner la depense,v Id. Ibid. Pref. p. 24.

A great historian of our own has said: ', It is the right, it is
the duty of a critical historian to collect, to weigh, to select the
opinions of his predecessors ; and the more diligence he has exerted in

the search, the more rationally he may hope to add some improvement

to the stock of knowledge, the use of which has been common to all._,
(_/bbon'e Miscel. Works, iv.'589.
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im-toriealjudgments. The first _ the matter of
statement,thethingsgivenbythe_toriau,as
rezlly done,reallysaid, or r_!]y thought. The _
coud is, the matter of evidence, the matter hywlfi_h

the reality of the saying, the doing, or think_/J
ascertained, i

In regard to evidence, the business _" crltidsm

visibly is, to bring to light the value of each article, ":?
to discriminate what is true from what is false, to

combine partial statements, in order to form a _m-

plete account, to compare varying, and balance con-

tradictory statements, in order to form a c_rrect
one. _.-

In regardto the matter of statement, the busiue_

of criticism is, to discriminate between real causes

and false causes; real effects and false etfects; red

tendencies and falsely supposed ones; between good
ends and evil ends; mea_s that are conducive, and

means not conducive to the ends to which they are

applied.
In exhibiting the result of these several judgments, _:

the satisfaction, or the instruction of the reader,is
very imperfectly provided for, if the rea_ns are not

adduced. I have no apology, therefore, to make, for

those inductions, or those ratiocinations, sometimes
of considerable length, which were n_ to ex- _

hibit the grounds upon which my decisions were

founded. Those critical disquisitions may be well,
or they may be ill performed; they may bad to

correct, or they may lead to erroneous _ :

but they are, indisputably, in place; and my wo_
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whatever had been its virtues in other respects,

would have re_fined most imperfect without them.X

There will be but one opinion, I suppose, with re-

to the importance of the service, which I have

Mpired to the honour of rendering to my country ;

for the public are inclined to exaggerate, rather than

extenuate, the magnitude of the interests which are

involved in the management of their Indian affairs,

And it may be affirmed, as a principle, not susceptible

of dispute, that good management of any portion
of the affairs of any community is almost always

proportional to the degree of knowledge respe_ng

it diffused in that community. Hitherto the know-

ledge of India, enjoyed by the British community,

has been singularly defective. Not only among the

uneducated, and those who are regardless of know-

ledge, but among those who are solicitous to obtain

1 Even those strictures, which sometimes occur, on institutions purely

British, will be all fuu,d_ I am persuaded, tn be not only st_cdy ran-

netted with memnree which relate to India, and which have actually

grown out of those institutions ; but indispensably necessary to convey

complete and correct ideas of the Indian policy which the institutions in

qmu_m contributed mainly to shape. The whole course of our Indian

policy having, for example, been directed by the laws of parliamentary

influence, how could the one be explained without adducing, as in the

last chapter of the fourth volume, and in some other places, the leading

ptineiples of the other? The result of all the judicial inquiries, which

have been _tempted in Fmgland, on Indian affairs, depending in a great

degree on the state of the law in England, how could those events be

sufficiently explained, without adducing, as in the chapter on the trial

of Mr. Hastings, those particulars in the state oftbe law of ]_ngland, on

which the results in qaestien appeared more remaxkab]y to depend ?

The importance of this remark wLU be fett_ andj I hope, remembered,

when the time for judging of the use and pertinence of those elucida-
ttem_.
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a competent share of information rwith_mspmt_to

every other great branch of the natimmt.iatcee_,
nothing is so rare as to meet with a man w_an

with propriety be said to know amything_of__|ndia,
and its affairs. A man who has any considenible

acquaintancewith them, without having been_fcmmi
to acquire it by the offices he has filled, is smmely
to be foun&

The same must continue to be the case, tiU the

knowledge of India is rendered more accessible.
Few men can afford the time sufficient for perusing

even a moderate portion of the documents from
which a knowledge of India, approaching to com-

pleteness, must have hitherto been derived. Of
those, whose time is not wholly engrossed, eitherby
business or by pleasure, the proportionis verymode-

rate whom the prospect of a task so heavy, and eo

tedious, as that of exploring the numerous reptEi-
tories of Indian knowledge, would not deter. And,

with respect to the most important of all the soorees
of information, the parliamentary documents, they
were not beforethe public,andwere by the verynature

of the case within the reach of a number compara.

tively small.
But though no dispute will arise about the im-

portance of the work, I have no reason to_xpect
the same unanimity about the fitness of the work-
msu.

One objection will doubtless be taken, on which I
think it necessary to offer some observatiens,°mot-

Withstandingthe unfavourablesentiments whi_ arc



gemmoaly excited by almost any language in which
-a man. can urge pretensions which, he may be sus-

pected of urging as his own; pretensions which,

•thoagh they must exist, in some degree, in the case

.of every man who writes a book, and ought to be
encouraged, therefore, rather than extinguished, had

better, in general, be understood, than expressed.
This writer, it will be said, has never been in

India; and, ff he has any, has a very slight, and

elementary acquaintance, with any of the languages
of the East.

I confess the facts ; and will now proceed to men-
_ion the considerations which led me, notwithstand-

ing, to conclude, that I might still produce a work,

of considerable utility, on the subject of India.
In the first place, it appeared to me, that a suffi-

cient stock of information was now collected in

the languages of Europe, to enable the inquirer to

ascertain every important point, in the history of

India. If I was right in that opinion, it is evident,

that a residence in India, or a knowledge of the
languages of India, was, to express myselfmederately,
not indispensable.

In the next place, I observed, that no exceptions
were taken to a President of the Board of Control,
or to a Governor.General, the men entrusted with all

the powers of government in India, because they had

never been in India, and knew none of its languages.
Again, I certainly knew, that some of the most

successful attempts in history had been made, with-

out ocular knowledge ofthe country, or acquaintance



withits la_, Ro_, forenmpl_ never
beheld America, though he compo_d its history,
He neverwasin either GexmanyorSpain,yet be
wrote thehistory of Charlesthe FitS. Of _y

he knew not so much _ the langtmge; and it was
necessary for him to learn that of Spain, mdyI_-
cause the documentswhich it yielded were not _

lated into any of the languageswith which he Was

acquainted. Tacitus, though he never was in Gev.

and was certainlynot acquainted with themany,

language of our uncultivated ancestors, wrote the _

exquisite accountof the mannersof the Germans.
But, as someknowledgemay be acquiredby seeing

India, which cannot be acquiredwithout it ; and as :_

it can be pronouncedof hardly any portionof know,
ledge that it is altogether useless, I will not go so
far as to deny, that a man wouldpossessadvantag_

who, to all the qualificationsfor writing a history6f
India whichit is possibleto acquirein Europe, should

add those qualifications which can be acquiredonly i

by seeingthe countryand conversingwith its people. I__
Yet I have no doubt of being able to make out, to
the satisfactionof all reflecting minds, that the man

who shouldbring to the composition of a historyof
Indi_ the qualificationsalone which can be acquired
in Europe, would come, in an almostinfildte degree,
better fitted for the task, than the man who should

bring to it the qualifications alone which can be
acquiredin India; and that the lmsinessof acquiring
the one set of qualificationsis almost wholly

[_tible with that of acquiringtheoth_.
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_or, kit us inquire what it is thata man can learn,

by going to Ind_ and understanding its languages,
He can treasure up the facts which are presented
to hiss end-s; he can learn the facts which are re-

corded in such native books, as have not been trans.

lated ; and he can ascertain facts by conversation with

the _ives, which have never yet been committed

to w_iting. This he can do ; and I am not aware

that he can do any thing further,
But, as no fact is more certain, so none is of

more importance, in the science of human nature,

than this ; that the powers of observation, in every

individual, are exceedingly limited; and that it is
only by combining the observations of a number of

individuals, that a competent knowledge of any ex-
tensive subject can ever be acquired. Of so extensive

and complicated a scene as India, how small a por-
tion would the whole .period of his life enable any
man to observe !

If, then, we may assume it as an acknowledged
fact, that an account of India, complete in all its

parts, at any one moment, still more through a
series of ages, could never be derived from the

personal observation of any one individual, hut must

be collected from the testimony of a great number of

individuals, of any one of whom the powers of per.
ception could extend hut a little way, it follows, as

a necessary consequence, that the man best qualified

for dealiag with evidence, is the man best qualified

for writing the history of India. It will not, I pre-
sume, admit of much dispute, that the habits which
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are subservient to the successful exploration of

dence are more likely to be acquired in Europe than
India.

The man who employs himself in treasuring up,

by means of perception and the languages, the

greatest portion of knowledge in regard to India,

is he who employs the greatest portion of his life,

in the business of observing, and in making himself

familiar with the languages. But the mental habits

which are acquired in mere observing, and in the
acquisition of languages, are almost as different as

any mental habits can be, from the powers of com-

bination, discrimination, classification, judgment,

comparison, weighing, inferring, inducting, philmo.

phizing in short; which are the powers of most

importance for extracting the precious ore from a

great mine Of rude historical materials.

Whatever is worth seeing or hearing in India, cam

he expressed in writing. As soon as every ,thing of

importance is expressed in writing, a man who. is

duly qualified may obtain more knowledge of India
in one year in his closet in.England, than he could

obtain daring the course of the longest life, by the
use of his eyes and his ears in India.

As soon as the testimony is received o["a sufficient
number of witnesses, to leave no room for mistake

from the partial or the erroneous statements which

they may have separately made, it is hardly doubt-

ful, that a man, other circumstances being equal, is

really better qualified for forming a correct jndgmemt

on the whole, if his information is totally dedv_l



from testimony,thanifsome littleportionof itis
deflatedfrom thesenses.Itiswellknown, how fatal

i an effect on our judgments is exerted by those im.
pulses, "called partial impressions; in other words,

:_ how much ore"conceptionsof a greatwholeareapt

_ to :bedistorted,and made to disagreewith their

object, by au undue impression, received from some

particularpart.Nobodyneedstobe informed,how
much more vivid,in general,istheconceptionof an

object which has been presented to our senses, than

that of an object which we have only heard another

i man describe. Nobody, therefore, will deny, that,

of a great scene, or combination of scenes, when
some small part has been seen, and the knowledge

! of the rest has been derived from testimony, there is

i great danger, lest the impression received from the
_ senses should exert an immoderate influence, hang a

bias on the mind, and render the conception of the
" wholeerroneous.

Ifa man weretolay down the planof preparing

• himselfforwritingthe historyof India,by a course

i, of observation in the country, he must do one of two

things. Either he must resolve to observe minutely

a part; orhe mustresolvetotakea cursoryreviewof
thewhole. Lifeisinsufficientformore. If hisde-

cisionisto observeminutely; a very smallportion

comparativelyis allthathe willbe abletoobserve.

What aid he can derivefrom this,inwritinga his-

tory,has partlybeenalreadyunfolded,and may for

therestbe confidedtothereflectionsoftheintelligent
reader.



What I expectto be insisteduponwithg+ e;t
emphasis is, that, if an observer were to take aa

expansive view of India, noting, in his pr_

those circumstances alone which are of greatest im-

portance, he would come with peculiar advantage to
the composition of a history ; with lights capable e_¢

yielding the greatest assistance in judging even of
the evidence of others. To estimate this pretension

correctly, we must not forget a well-known and im-

portant law of human nature. From this we shall

see, that a cursory view, of the nature of that which

is here described, is a process, in the highest degree

effectual, not for removing error, and perfecting

knowledge, but for strengthening a]] the prejudices,

and confirming all the prepessessions or false notions,
with which the observer sets out. This result is

proved by a very constant experience ; and may fiJr-

ther be seen to spring, with an almost irresistible

necessity, from the constitution of the human mind.

In a cursory survey, it is understood, that the mind,
unable to attend to the whole of an infinite number

of objects, attaches itself to a few; and overlooks
the multitude that remain. But what, then, are the

objects to which the mind, in such a situation, is in

preference attracted ? Those which fall in withthe
current of its own thoughts ; those which accord with

its former impressions ; those which confirm its pre-

vious ideas. These are the objects to which, in a

hasty selection, all ordinary minds are directed, ovee-

looking the rest. For what is the principle in the

mind by which the choice is decided?



FJ_J_AL_g. XV

• ttmt of assoclation. And is not association gove_ed

by the predominant ideas? To this remains to be
added, *the powerful influence of the affections ; first

the well known pleasure which a man finds, in meet-

ing, at every step, with proofs that he is in the right,
inspiring an eagerness to look out for that source of

._ satisfaction; and, secondly, the well-known aver_

aion which a man usually has, to meet with proofs
that he is in the wrong, yielding a temptation, com-

monly obeyed, to overlook such disagreeable oh.

jects.
He who, without having been a percipient witness

• in India, undertakes, in Europe, to digest the ma-

terials of Indian history, is placed, with regard to
the numerous individuals who have been in India,

_* and of whom one has seen and reported one thing,7_
._ another has seen and reported another thing, in

:_ situation very analogous to that of the judge, in re.
gard to the witnesses who give their evidence before

him. In the investigation of any of those compli-
cated scenes of action, on which a judicial decision

is sometimes required, one thing has commonly been
observed by one witness, another thing has been ob-

served by another witness ; the same thing has been

: oi_erved in one point of view by one, in another

point of view by another witness; some things are
affxrmed by one, and denied by another. In this

scene, the judge, putting together the fragments of

information which he has severally received from the

several witnesses, marking where they agree and

where they differ, exploring the tokens of fidelity in
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one,ofinfidelity_a_anotbex;:ofcorr_ _ond_on

in one, _ofincorrect conception in_mmtl_r_,_g

the whole collection of statements _i_h _the.-_

probabilities of the case, and tryingdl_byrtl_
b}ished laws of human nature, endea_rOttt_ foc._fl_

at a complete and correct conct_ptimi-_of _he

plicated transaction, on which he is _called:to_O.
Is it not understood, that in suvha oase:_a_tlOb,

where the sum of the testimony is abtit_ldiag

judge, who has seen no part of the tl,ansaetion_d_t_

yet, by his investigation, obtained a more per_c[_ow-

oept_ of it, than is almost ever possessed by_
ofthe individuals from whom he has devived:_iai_
formation? _ :-_.._._-,"

_. _ -_2J
The Indiansthemselveshave a strikingapologueto mustr_e the

superiorityof thecomprehensivestudentoverthepettla|:dbs_ _._:_JG

" One day inconversation_'saysMr. Ward, " with t_.ti_i_

head pflndit of the College of Fort William, on the. sub je_of G_:_ t_
man, who is truly learned in his own Shastrfls, gave the author, from

one of their books, the following parable :--_ a cei:tt_d_Jd_'_, 2 t_'_

ex,i6ted a village of hlind men, whu had heard..Of al_ alv_g_lJ_lli

calledtheelephanb of theshapeof which,how¢_-et_h#_ould _[4_e
no idea. One day an elephantpassedthrough theplace.:the viJlagers

crowded to the spot _,here the anima_ was _gq2andil_,_att_ one°_i_fi

seizedhis trunk, another his ear, anor.her,hi_l_l,_e_ cm_lfl_

legs..After thus endeavouring tograxify_the_,c_,r_i_ot@_set_ _

intothevillage,and sittingdown together,began tocommunicate their
ideas on the shape of the elephant, to ih_,tll(g6i_s!_A_l_{_ho_

seized his trunk said, he thought this animal must be like the body of

the plantain tree ; he who had touched his ear was n_ ppiai(ar_that_
was like the winnowing fan ; the man who had laid holder his/m/l atfitb

he thought he must r_semblea snake; aodhe,who daadi_attfht_i_il_g

declared, he angst belike a pillar. An old blind nm_of, a_me_dgtne_th

was present, who, though greatly perplexed_ip_ attempt_i¢o_ll_

these jarring notions, at length said--You have,ell h_en ¢o,e_hi_the

animal, and what you report, therefore# cannot be false: ITtalllX_

.lO-r
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Bat, if a life, in any great degree devoted to the

collecting of facts by the senses and to the acquiring of

tongues, is thus incompatible with the acquisition of
that knowledge, and those powers of mind, which

are most conducive to a masterly treatment of evi-

dence ; it is still less compatible with certain other

endowments, which the discharge of the highest

duties of the historian imperiously demands. Great

and difficult as is the task of extracting perfectly the
light of evidence from a chaos of rude materials, it

is yet not the most difficult of his operations, nor

that which requires the highest and rarest qualifio
cations of the mind. It is the business of the his-

torian not merely to display the obvious outside of

things ; the qualities which strike the most ignorant
observer, in the acts, the institutions, and ordinances,

which form the subject of his statements. HIS duty
is, to convey just ideas of all those objects; of all

the transactions, legislative, administrative, judicial,

mercantile, military, which he is called upon to de-

scribe. But in just ideas cf great measures what is

implied ? A clear discernment, undoubtedly, of their

causes ; a clear discernment of their consequences ; a
clear discernment of their natural tendencies; and of

the circumstances likely to operate either in corn-

then, that the part resembling the plantain tree must be his trunk ;

whLt you though •. similar ton fan must be his ear; the part like a snake

must hethe tail; and that like a pillar must he his leg. In this way,

the old mau_ uniting all their conjectures, made out something of the

form of the elephant." A View of the History_ Literature, and Religion

of the Hindoos. By the Rev W. Ward. Introd. p. lr_xvii. London
]_. 1817.
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xvill _tgl_Ao_.

binatloa with these _mtunl tendencie_ _ _i_.pi_o-
zition to them. To q,_ry a man forthi_great di_y

hardly any kind or degree of knowledge _is nutde_
maud_i hardly any amount of knowledgef wld¢_
it is within the competence of one man to _

will be regardedas enough. It is plain, foreymmp__
that he needs the most profound knowledgeof the
laws of human nature, which/s the end, as weli _as

instrument, of every thing. It is plain, that he i_

quires the most perfect compreh_sion of the pt4n-
ciples of humansociety ; or the course, ,i_to Whieli
the laws of human nature impel the human _beinff,

in his gregariousstate, or when formed into a _ee_
plex body along with others of his kind. The ,his1
torian requiresa clear comprehensionof the practical

play of the machinery of government; for, in
i_nner as the general laws of motion are
noted and modified by friction, the power of whteli

may yet be accurately _ and provided"fe¢,
so it is necessasy for the historian con_ly to app_
eiate the counteraction which the more ge_eraHtt_t_
of human nature may receive from i_dividual ogqx_-
eific varieties, and that allowanceforit'wt_lr_Whi_tiit

anticipations and conclusions oughtto be formed;-_
short, the whole fieldof human nature, the whole

of legishtion, the whole field ofjudicature, the whole
field of administration, down to war, commerce, and

diplomacy, ought to be familiar to his mind?

&ux_eux d'aa phil_ophe, le_ fairs ¢omposent hi parti_ la aumas
iatemaBaa_ de l'histoite. C_eg la ceanohaaaee de l'hommef In,me-

n/e, et la politique qu'il .y trouve,qui la relevent demssou eela_
t
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.Wht,then ? it will he said, and mostreasonably
smd_ d_yma hold yourself up, as the person in whom
al_tlmse high qualifications are adequately combined?

l_Io_ _Aad Iron well assured, that by not one of

th_e_kywhomI shall be criticised, not even by those

by.whom I shall be treated with the greatest severity,

will the distance between the qualifications which I

possess, and the qualifications which are desirable in
the writer of a history, be estinmted at more than it is

ex_fima_d by myself. But the whole of my life, which

Imay, without scruple, pronounce to have been a labo-

rious one, has been devoted to the acquisition of those

qualifications ; and I am not unwilling to confess, that

I d_em-ed it probable I should be found to possess them

in a_greater degree, than those, no part of whose life,

m_&very small part, had been applied to the acquisi-

ti_of them. Iwas also of opinion, that ifnobedy al)-

poa._d,, with higher qualifications, to undertake the

w_'kb it was better it should be done imperfectly,

better it. should be done even as I might be capable

o_ fiaing it, than not done at all
Amo_ the many virtues which have been dis-

l_ymt by the Company's servants, may justly be

e_umerated the candour with which they them-

s_tvesiconfess the necessity under which they are laid,

of remaining to a great degree ignorant of India.

That th_ go out to their appointments at a time of

life when a considerable stock of general knowledge

cannot possibly have been acquired, is a fact which

b_a', Mesa. Sat la _aarchio dos Medes_ Misc. Works, iiJ. L_6,
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nobody will dispute. And they are :the forCt_mlt,'Ito_

declare, that their sltuationin Inffra is ,s_ch,_lng_i

preclude them from the acquisition of loe_l;_._- _

ledge. Notwithstanding the high degree ot_,_tcat/_

therefore, and even of literary talent, which:_stny_oi_

them have displayed, more than some veryqimttitd_

portion of the history of India none ofthem,has_roa_
tured to undertake. _ _-f_,_

"When we consider," said Lord Teignmoa_b_ iiu

his celebrated Minute. on the Revenues of Bon_/

" the nature and magnitude of our acqnisitionsi_cJid

characters of the people placed under our domi_en;

their difference of language, and dissimilarity of man_..

ners; that we entered upon the administration of the

government ignorant of its former constitution¢,and

with little practical experience in Asiatic finance, it

will not be deemed surprising that we should ha_e

fallen into errors ; or if any should at this time requi_
correction._If we further consider the form, of'the

British government in India, we shall find it itl:cal,

culated for the speedy introduction of improvem_m_

The members composing it are in a state of constant

fluctuation, and the period of their residence oft_la

expires, before experience can be acquired, or reduced

The following words are not inapplicable, originally applied to a
much more limited subject. De quibus partibus singulis_ qu]dain

separatim seribere malaerant, velut onus totius corporis veriti, _et
sic quoque complures de unaquaque earum libres ediderant: quas

ego omnes ausus contexere, prope infinitum mihi laborem prospieio, et
psa cogitatione suscepti muneris fatlgor. Sod durandum est qa_a

ccepimus: et si viribus deficiemur, animo tureen perseverandam.
Quinct. Inst. Or. lib. 4. Protein.
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tO_p]_i_,_ _ Ofl_ch] forms ,_e_:essarilyoccupy a large

I_rt_n _f_time; and the constant pressure of business

lesR_iittleleisure for study and reflection, without

_'k_aknowledge of the principles and detail of
the x_e_u_,of this country can be attained. True

inform_ti_ isalso procured with difficulty, because

it_¢oo olden derived from mere practice, instead of

being deduced from fixed principles."

,_Le_,William Bentinck, after heing Governor of
]_St_ George, and President of the Council at

Madra_ expresses himself in very pointed terms.

", T/ae: result of my own observation, during my resi-
deuce in India, is, that the Europeans generally know

gttte: or nothing of the customs and manners of the

I-Iindoos, We are all acquainted with some promi-

neat marks and facts, which aU who run may read :
but their mariner of thinking ; their domestic habitso

and!ceremonies, in which circumstances a knowledge

oF.the people consists, is I fear in great part wanting
to us. W.e understand very imperfectly their lau-

gaag_. They, perhaps, know more of ours ; but their

knot_lodffo is by no means sufficiently extensive to

_i_e_a description of subjects not easily represented
by:theinsulatezl words in daily use. We do not, we

cannot associate with the natives. We cannot see

them in their houses, and with their families. _Ve

are necessarily very much confined to our houses by

No. 1. Appendix to the Fifth Report of the Select Committee of tho

._-louse of Commons_ on the Affairs of the East India Company, in 1810.

T!_i._ passage the Committee have thought of sufficient importanco to be
incorporated in their Report.



the heat. All our wants and busine_, _l_Wat_

create a greater intercourse wi_h the native_, is d_e

for us; and we are in fact strangers in _he land." _

Another servant of the Company, Sit He_

Strachey, distinguished both by his local ex.periem_,

and by general knowledge, remarking upon the state

of judicature, under the English government in India,

says, "Another impediment, though of a very diffe-
rent nature from those I have mentioned, and nmch

more difficult to remove, is to me too palpable to be

overlooked ;--I mean, that arising from Europeans in

our situation being necessarily ill qualified, in many

points, to perform the duties required of us, as judges

and magistrates. This proceeds chiefly from our

very imperfect connexion with the natives ; and our

scanty knowledge, after all our study, of their man-

ners, customs, and languages." "We cannot study
the genius of the people it its own sphere of action.
We know little of their domestic life, their knowledge,

conversation, amusements, their trades, and casts, or

any of those national and individual characteristics,

which are essential to a complete knowledge of them."

" The difficulty we experience in discerning truth

' Observations of Lord William Bentinck, printed in the Advertile-

merit, prefixed to the "Description of the Character, &c. of the People

of India," by the Abbd J. A. Dubois, Missionary in the Mysore.

If any one should object to the testimony of this Ruler, as that of a man

_vho had not been bred in India, it is to be remembered that the testimony

i_ adduced, as expressing his own opinion, by the translator of that

work, whose knowledge of]ndla is not liable to dispute; andgiven to

the world as the opinion of the Court of Directors, to whom the manu-

script belonged, and under whose authority and directioD, it was both

translated and published.
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aa_.t_ among the natives, may be ascribed,
I think, chiefly, to our want of connexion and inter-

course with them ; to the peculiarity of their manners

andhabits, their excessive ignorance of our charac-

ters_ and our almost equal ignorance of theirs." z

i Fifth Report_ ut supra, p. 534, 562. '_ It is u fact, _'says another

enlightened observer, " which, however singular and unfortunate, is yet

founded in truth, that those persons from whom correct information on

these subjects might justly be expected, are generally the least able

from the peculiar dmcumstauces of their situation, to supply it; I mean

the Company's servants.--During the early period of their residence in

the East, every hour must be employed, in the acquisition of the lan-

guages, in the study of the laws of the country, and the manners of the

natives : whilst the latter years of their service are still more tmremit-

tingly engrossed, in the discharge of the irksome and arduous duties of

their profession" Considerations on the Present Political State of

India. By Alexander Fraser Tytler, late assistant Judge in the Twenty-

four Perguunahs, Bengal Establishment, Preface, p. xii. See other
passages to the same purpose, Introduction, p. iv, vp xi ; also i. 77, 357r

415. And _v_r.Tytler quotes with peculiar appro'batiou the passage_

already given from the Minute of Lord Teignmouth.

" I must heg you always to bear in mind, than when an English gen-

tleman undertakes to givean account of Indima "manners and habit_ of

private life, he labours under many disadvantages. The obstacles whicb_
prevent our ever viewing the natives of India in the ir domestic circles are

great and insuperable ; such as the restrictions .of caste on their side,

rank and situation on ours1 &c. We do not Jut ermarry with them, as

the Portuguese did: nor do we ever mix with them, in the common

duties of social life, on terms of equality. What knowledge we have of

their domestic arrangements has been gained chiefly by inquiry, kc."

_:l:ers written in a Mahratta camp, &_c. by T. I ). Broughton, Esq. p. 8.
See to the same purpose, Sir John Malcolm_ Sketch of the Political

History of India, &c. p. 449.

After adverting to certain erroneous notio_ is on Indian subjects,
Lieutenant Moor, the well-infvrmed author of the cc2XTarrative of the

Operations of Captain I,ittle's Detachmeat_ ob,, .erves_ "Other opinions,

equally correct and entertaining, are indulge, d by the good people of

aV_tgtand; which it i_ vain to oppose_ for the pa_ cy _w_as t_ld _o by a gea-



_,_O._e_ntw_ thb_g_I ,maZ-_ent_e,_o,_llir_i_p

•,__Ikiave,Nfform_,the,business_ researehlb-M_ghvla

la_, :and patieime, which it woakttttot_l_@

,ur_. And ] believe there is no _pai_,t,._fi_is_It
importance, involved in the History.of .Ja_liib_,lvohfl_

the.evidence I have adduced is not seai,ient d_'_d_-

t_aaine. I am, at the same time, aw_rev _kOt_,_

regard to some things there are docetiaeet_i: WhtfJa

_w_re sot within my reach ; and, ¢oneerniaatg-_ the

latter part of the history, in particular, that.rthete

.are individuals in England, possessed of iafarmation,

which, in several places, would have reader_r_ite

_arrative richer, and perhaps more accttrate_ in nm$-

ters of detail If I shall be found to have perforator,

with any tolerable success, what I had the meatm zaf

performing, the liberality which distingm_hes, the

gentlemen of India gives me reason to hope, that,ma_

o£.those who are possessed of useful iaformati_lkl but

w.hom it was impossible for me to find _mt_.,witl.mot

im unwilling to contribute their aid to ,tlm.in_m_e-

amnt of the History of British India. : ,_:. :, ;._

Having thus placed before me the nmte_ials:_af

tlemaa _ho had bees in India ;° perhaps a voyage or two ]lP, t tl_e,

however respectable in their profession, are su_ly nol _l_Bf_,a_: to
xeceive information from, o,_ the subject of the political characters of

the East; no more (nor indeed much less) than some gentlemen 'Nho

xnay_averesivleda few years in India; for we can easily admit._e

posmhiiity_of t_ person :spending many years of his hfe i_ the_f_.jof

Caicutta_ Madras, or Bombay, without knowing much more of the

politics,'prejudm_es, &c. of interior states or couatrles, than if he _d

sever stirred out ofJ.,oadon_ Dublin_ or F_,dinburgh_" p. I_D,' : __'.
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_diaWliitto_y in _ state,, I believed, of greater ftthiess

and completeness, than any preceding imlui_ , I
_foil#cCed_he_¢ourse of my own thoughts in the

c__s: wld_ I formed_ not becauseI vainly
h_J_gi_ed,my_houffhtsmore valuablethanthoseof
_iil|_io_he__en,butbecausethesincereanddetermined

-pUrs_tlof.:tmthimposedthisrigidlaw. Itwould
_tlo_llowme togivefortruetheopinionofanyman,

,till:| hadsatisfiedmyselfthatitwastrue; stillless

to give_heopinionofany man fortrue,when Ihad
etti_edmyselfthatitwasnottrue.
:,_M[r.Lockehasdeclared; thathe who followshis

ew_ 4_houghtsinwriting,canhopeforapproversin
the:smallnumberalone,ofthosewho make useof

their.ownthoughtsinreading;that,bytherest,"a

.man_isnotpermitted,withoutcensure,tofollowhis

ewn-.thoug_tsinthesearchoftruth,when theylead
,him.eversolittleoutofthecommon road."

....It/_this is the severe condition, under which a man

,follows his own thoughts, in writing even on abstract

andgeneral truths, how much harder must be the
lot of him who follows them, in writing of the actions
anda_aua_ters of powerful men, at_d bodies of men ?
Conscious, however, that I had been faithful in form-

ing _my _piuions, I believed that I lay under an
indispensable obligation to be faithful in expressing

them. "to give them without violation of modesty,
but yet with the courage of a man unwilling to
betray the rights of reason ;" and with that manly
plainness, which the sincerity of the historical cha-
racter appe_ed to require.



I could not overlook the probahte consequences.

- La per£ection d'une Histoire," says a great judge,

"est d'etre desagr_J_le _ toutes les sectes, et _ rotates

lea nations; car c'est une weuve que l'auteur ne tlate

ni lea uns ni les aatres, et qu'il a dit _ chaeun sea
veritY." 1

He who desires to obtain a considerable portion ol_

immediate applause, has two well-known, and well-

trodden paths before him.

The first is, to be a zealot for some particular

and powerful party; to panegyrlze its leaders;

attack its Ol_onents; place its principles and practi-

ces in the fairest possible light ; and labour to bring

odium upon the principles and practices of its oppo-

nents. This secures the loud and vehement applause

of those who are gratified; and the vehement ap-

p|ause of a great party carries, by contagion, along

with it, all, or the greater part of those, who are not

very strongly enyaged by their interests or passions

on the opposite side.
The next of the easy ways to the acquisition of

fame, consists of two principal parts. The first is,

" to wanton in common topics, where a train of senti-

ment generally received enables a writer to shine

without labour and to conquer without a contest. ''2

The second is to deal for ever in compromise; to

give up the half of every opinion and principle ; go no
further in favour of a_y side of any question, than may

be reconcileable in some degree with the good opi-

Bayle,EclaJrcissemens,surle Dictionnaire.
Rambler_No.ii.



n_ou of thO_ewho oppose it ; _nd having written as
much on one side, as to extract applause from one

set of persons, to turn immediately and write as

much on the other, as will extract applause from the

oppose sort. This is done, without glaring marks

of inconsistency, by avoiding all close encounter with

the subject, and keeping to vague and general

phrases. And in this manner, by a proper command

of plausible language, it is easy to obtain reputation

with all parties ; reputation, not only of great talents,

but of great moderation, great wisdom, and great
virtue:

If my book were possessed of a much greater share

of the titles to applause, than even the partialities of
the writer allow him to ascribe to it; I have travelled

so very wide of those beaten paths to success, that

my only chance for it depends, I cannot fail to per-

ceive, upon the degree in which real liberality, that

is, strength of mind, is diffused in the community.

I have done enough, doubtless, to secure to myself the

malignity of the intemperate, and the narrow-minded,

of all parties. I have encouraged myself, however,

with the belief, that civilization, and the improvement

of the human mind, had, in this country, attained a

F JSome considerable reputations have been acquired, by praising every
thing in one's own country. And there are many persons who sincerely

insist upon it, that a writer ought always to contrive to put his country
in the right: and that it is a proof of his not being a friend to it, if he

ever puts it in the wrong. This is a motive which I utterly disclaim.
This is the way, not to be a friend to one's country., but an enemy. It is
to bring upon it the disgrace of falsehood and misrepresentation, in the

first instance; and, next, to afford it all the inducement, in the writer's

power_ to persevere in mischievousporindisgracefulcourses,
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su_ient _on:lo make a book be..r_iV_l _as,

useful; _bough it neither exagfferated, ,nor,e_temmted _

the good, or the evil, of any man, _r.combin_ti_m._

ofmen: to afford a multi1_ude, in every paltff_ flW_

enough removed from the taint of vulgar ami_m_tmI

toyietd to an author, who spoke withsincor/t_¢ apd.

who though he has not spoken with a view ta_alti_,

am/-party, or any individual, most assuredly :has

necer spoken with a view to hurt any, a_ompen6ation

for tile hostilities of the lower and more ungen_ous

portion of every party. - _ _

"Though I am aware of many defects in the _ork

which I have ventured to offer to the publiv-;..end

cannot forget how probable it is, that more impartial

and more discerning eyes will discover _ which

invisible to mine, I shall yet appeal from the sen-.

tence of him, who shall judge of me solely by ,what

I have not done. An equitable and :tml_eful

decision would be grounded upon an _mmte esti-
mation of what ][ have done, and wha_ I _have _ot

done, taken together. .. ,, _,
It will also deserve to be considered, bow,much

was in the power of any individual to eoml_ass, . tn

so vast a subject, it was clearly impossible for One

man to accomplish every thing. • .Some _hingS it _vas

necessary to leave, that others might be:taken4 some

things it was necessary to handle but slightly, _hat

others might be treated with greater attenti_m _he

geography, for example, alone, would h_ve _-,vupied a

life-time. Tonicety in the detailsef geography, I w_s,

therefore, unable to aspire. I followed witlmat much

criticism, the authors whom I was consulting, and



was Onty_eaTefults_#re, with eorreet.m_ thaL,ou_
lhe_d,_tCmse _tmrticulars, which were _enessar y for

_m__ratanding, completely the transactions recorded in

m_ wo,k,_ To compensate as far as possible,_for
that_,ia this department, I myself wasuual_,
to._perferm_,.I,was anxious to afford the reader the

a_m_ of t_Ir. Arrowsmith's map, by far the

freest display which has yet been made of the ge_

graphy of _India; and in any discrepancy, if a,y

sho_dappear, between the text and that reduction

of his noble map, which is prefixed to the second

v_l,me_ t desire the reader to be guided rather by

thegeographer than by the historian.

.,In the orthography of Indian names, I should not

have aimed at a learned accuracy, even if my know°

ledge nf the hnguages had qualified me for the task.

I,have _mt 1men very solicitous even about, uniformity

in the same name; for as almost every author differs

f_om mmttmr in the spelling of Eastern names, it

appeared _o:m_.to be not altogether useless, that, in
a book intended to serve as an introduction to the

ktm_ledge of India, a specimen of this irregularity
s_uld attar.

_here,isauother apparent imperfection, which I

shcmld have more gladly removed. In revising my

work for the press, some few instances ]nave occurred,

in which I_have not been able to verify the references
to my a_thorities. This arose from one of the diffieul

ties of my situation. Unable to command at once the
large ,and expensive number of books, which it was ne-

ceraary for me to consult., I was often dependent upon
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accident for the period of my supply; a_d, if not
provided with the best channelsof information, ob-
liged to pursue my inquiries, at the moment, in such
as I possessed. It was often, in these cases, useful,
for the sake of memory, and of following out the
thread of research, to quote, in the first instance, at
second hand. When I afterwards obtained the

better authority, it was a matter of anxious careto
adjust the reference; but I have met with some in-
stancesin which I am afraidthe adjustmenthas not
been performed. I mentionthis, to obviatecavils at
the appearanceof inaccuracy, where the reality does
not exist; inaccuracyin form, rather than in sub--

stance ; for I have no apprehension that those who
shall trace me with the requisite perseverance will
accuse me of wanting either the diligence, or the
fidelity of an historian; and I ought not to have
undertakenthe task, if I had not possessedthe pro-
speet of obtaining, sooneror later, themeans of car.
rying it to completion.
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ADAw_T. Justice,equity;a courtof BAT'rA.Deficiency,discount,allow-
justice. The termsDewannyAdaw- ance. Allowance to troops in the
lut, and Foujdarry Adawlut, denote field.
the civil and criminal courts of justice. BAzAR. Daily market, or market place.
See Dewanny and Foujdarry. BEOA. A land measure equal, in Ben-

AMzzx, MP._R,Eros. A nohlcman, gal, to about the third partofan acre.
Amztit vL OMaxa. Noble of nobles, BzouM. Alady, princess, woman of

lordof lords, high rank.
AsiA. A piece of money, the sixteenth BICE, VAtSeA. A man of the third

part era rupee. Hindu cast, who hy birth is a trader,
Auuz_.g. Trustee, commissioner. A or husbandman.

temporarycollector or supravisor, up- BaAa_tE_r, BRAHMII¢, BRAHMAN, _llk-

pointed to the charge of a country on M1_r. A divine, a priest; the first
the removal of a Zemindar, orfor any Hindu cast.
other particular purpose of local in- I_ItII_'._.RRII_,BI_JARY_BE_,IA_,YjBABo

vestigation or arrangement. ,IARY. A grain merchant.
AutitI,. Agenb officer, native collector BnNGALOW.The name used in Bengal,

of revenue. Superintendant of a dis- for a speciesof country-houses eroct_
trier.or division of a country, either by Europeans.
on the part of the government, Ze-
mirfdar, or-renter. CxLeYvo, Cx_.rooo_. The present,

AUMILDAR. Agent, the holder of an or fourth age of the world, according
office. An intendant and collector of to the chronology of the Hindus.
the revenue, uniting civil, military, CxsT_., CAST.A tribe,or class of people.
and financial powers, under the Ma. CA.r_AVA_-SZgXl.The serai of theca-
homedan government, ravan. See Serai and Choultry.

AoR*aSo. The placewhere goods are CxwzI, CAzI, KAzY. A Mahomedan
manufactured, judge, or justice, who also officiates

as a public notary, in attesting deeds,
B._r.,A-Gnxtrr. Above the Ghauts, in by affixing his seal. The same as the

contradistinction to Payeen Ghaut, officerwe n_me Cadi, in Turkey.
helotv the Ghauts. The terms are CAUZY-UL.-CAZAUT.Judge of judges;
aenerally applied to the high table- the chiefjudge, or justice.
nd in the centre of [ndia, towards CaA_DAL^. One of the names for the

its southern extremity, most degraded Hindu casts.
BxI_Yx_. AHindu merchant, or shop- CHokY, CaOKZF..A chair, seat; guard,

keeper. The term Banyan is used in watch. The station of a guard or
Bengal to denote the native who ma- watchman. A place where an officer
nages the money concerns of the Eu- is stationed to receive tolls and cus-
to.l_-an,and sometimes serves him as toms.
an interpreter. At Madras, the same CHOUI,rRY. Acovered public building,
description o_"persons is called Du- for the accommodation of passengers.
hash, which siguifies one who can CnouT. A fourth: a fourth part of sums
speak two hnsuaget h litigated. Mahratta chout; a fourth



OI,0_SA.gY.

of the revenues, exacted as tribute by term is also used, to deaigua_ the
the Mahrattas. principal revenue s_a_lt.under an

Cn_anAn. Staff.bearer. An_attendant European co]lectar_, and even of a
on'a manofrapk. He waits with a Zemindar .By th_s th]_ t_ East
4on8 staff, plated with silver, an- India Company are receiv_neral
nounc_s the ap.proachof visitors,...and of the revenues of J[_l_ga|, under a
runs before his master, proclmmmg grant from the C_Tr_-_[__
aloud his tides. DvwA_c, DuA_/;_s. The office, or

CLt_h,_. Lime. jurisdiction of a I_,3_ n.
Cmdr. Head of affairs; the state or D_WAsZcT COROTo_ Az_ _"¢T. A

government; a grand division of a court for trying revenues _d_other
province; a head man ; a name used civil causes.
by Europeans in Bengal, to denote Doxs, D0owAn. _¢y iract lfficmntry
-ahe Hindu ,writer and accountant, included between two revers.
emlUdO_ by themselves, or in th," DRone. A fortifiedh_ll or_k.
Imhlin_fiees. DvaAsa. See B_yaa,

Co-ta.ua_s, CUt, SEES. Sahworks, the DwnAa. The court, the hall of au-
plar.esxvhere salt is made. dienee ; a levee.

-_ooL_s, CooLr. Porter, labourer.
'Cuss. A term used by Europeans, to FAQWER,FArdX. AFoormanwmen-

_lenote'a nJad-measure of about two dicant, a religious beggar..
miles, hut differing in different pasts FIau_vz¢, P_x,_susn. Order, man-
c_'-lndia, date. An imperial de_rce, a royal

_oa_ Ten millions, grant, or charter.
_Hta_YA._ KSHATRIYA_ CFIETTRR1E_ FOUJDAR_ FOJBDAR s pHOIi_DAR_ Fooz-

Kazx, ffin_. A man of the secondor v_s. Under the Mo_lgov_ameut,
military caste, a magistrate of the p_dk:yov_ra hrge

Cmren_aa_c. Court ofjustiee; also the district, who took ¢ogmz_ce of all
public otT-_ where the rents are paid, criminal matters whh_ _is j_isdic-
and other business respecting the re- tion, and sometimeS, gas __mploy-
-v_m'uetransacted, ed as receiver-general of th_ reve-

"Cucw^L, KATWAL. The chief ogeer hues.
of police in a large town or city, and Fonavxa_¢, FoJe,.._,xx_.. Offi¢= of a
superintendant of the markets. Foujdar.

FOUJDARRYCol_.._. A'_'c_t 'fOrad-
DAn. Keeper, holder. This word is of- ministering t_ crlminal_w.

ten joinetl with another, to denote the
holder of a particular utica or era- GnAw'. A pass throagh _ m0untain;
ployment, as Chob.dar, staff-holder ; applied also to a eangd of hills, .and
gemin-dar, land-holder. This corn- the ford of a river.
pound wood, whh i, ee, y, addedto it, Gnsg. Clarified hatter, _ Whigh s_ate
denotes the o_ee, as Zemindar-ee. they presez'xe that gfic.h _r culinary

DxaoGAm A su_erintendant, or over- purposes.
seer ; as of the poli_, the mira, &c. Gma_xwa_, G_g_wA_,: An overseer

1_, D_u. A copper Coin, floe for- of police, mgler wJ_n 4.heg'_ada.b
or reformers, act. • 'tieth part era rupee. •

D_c^_. LiterMly, the s_uth. A term G0m_ST^H. A comalisslouer, footer,
employed by _lafiomcda/a writers, to agent.
denote the c6nntry be_weer/the rivers GooRoo, G_v,u. Spiritcal guide•
Nerbuddah and Crishna. GoxFmna. Aningetior _,ofl_l/ce;

a spy, informer.... ,- , .
]DIsooITs. Ga_g-rob'bers._D_oit3,_[[ang- Gu_ ev. A granary,adepSt, chiefly of_rohrbery. ' '
Dewar, Oe_r. Plaee of assem_bly, grain for _le. V_b_le-_¢.mark¢._

Native minister of thi_ revenue de- he d on particular days. Gommerc_at

pattment ;' aml thieVe%e, in civil da¢'p,;ts.'A name' given _ a'wali £znk-causes, within his jm:i_sdicdon; re, G .

eeaver._generafof a _oV!_. The ed with t.ewers. ....
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l_._a_. _ I_,raglib, the place where the on which the trial_:of a_8_m is fixed
,hdle#_fe_&. when. rravetiiu&f it is released in a

Hri_a_A*, H_c^_gAu. Agaide, a mome.mif wanted .to:fire, which is
': :' _y, k'vlles_._r, called unlimbering ; the .cattle being
'_'.:' JI_he_seat & great men fixed yoked to the limber, guns are of course
....._ ait_hl_hant, -riot much unlike the always dragged breech firet.

b,od_ _P.L_da'n'ifi shape.
, ,_Jie 3_i*I *"'.... MAAL, MAH L, M I_HAI.,M hAL. Places,

JA_mr_E;ff_ii_kkrt. Literally, the place districts, departments, Phees, or
iff't_¢t_. An '_signmen_, to an in- sources of revenue, partitmtarly of a

• tlil,qd'ual_,_ff'_he government share of territorial nature ; lands.
the produce of a portion of land. MxuA. Great.

.. r j, _ • , , . .
rind6 _l'e rCm species of jaghlres ; MOCtJSR_RY. As applied to lands, it
one,* pe_al, :for the us_ of _he means lands let on a fix-,etl1_
gntrl_t'_ _ art:" '_lier*, ]n trust, for same Mot, usslI.. Separated, ptaticul_ized ;
public serriee, most commonly, the the subordinate d_visious of a district,
mtt_n_'me #ftroop_. in contradistinction to Saddmr, or

Jama_, Johann. Total, amount, col- Sudder, which impliesthe chief stat
leetion, assembly. The total of a of governmeut.

'_'_t_Osa_fl'_slgnment, M_vUSSlI. Dr..wAl¢_rYAv_wl,ua". _Pro-
JAMMABVS]'_"g_ JUIMMABU_TDY. A writ- *incial court of civil jnatice. , :
'_':tttl-'_L'_h*ednlcof the whole of an as- MoLu_6s_,. Manufacturer,of salt.

se_m_i,'?' MoovTY, MuFtis. The d_Ialmmt_lan
Jeer, KEEL. Ashallowlake, or morass, law-ulSter tvho declares the_nRnee.
J_at_::_A hrge musket, fixed on a Monsoon'. The ra4_y season. Yrhe

_ai_i'i,Lq,:._e_' ha Indian forts, and fired periodical Wltads and rains, ,
MOOLAVY, _IOHI, AVEr.. A learned and-wi tl* gre_ precision.

Je_. '_'_,_"_jat_. religious man, an intespreter of the
J_'L_,-_._k_'L_. A wood, or thicket; a Mahomedan law.

- ' tOimtry-6x.et_n with shrubs, or long Moous_zz. Letter-writeG secretary.
gra_. :_': _ Europeans give this titleto the native

who instructs them in the Persian

Kc_g_J_i. Pro*, ffmiatxed. An office of language..
government_ in which the business of MOSQUE. A Mahomedan temple.

_"tt_ R.i_uddepartment is transacted : Mosz_vn. The place of sitting ; a teat ;
the ex'_2h_. _': lit_ahta lands, are a thrrme, or chair of state.
lands, the revenue of v_hieh is paid MUTS_DDZ_, Mu'r_saun_l,,. Intent
_ttt0ct_x'_t_ "- '- ' upon. Writer, accoonlant, aceretar_.

K_AlC,_'Lw_';''"_'tit!e, similar to that

of Lord. "" NAsos, N_w_. Very great deputy
'Ktn_f_; :Kt_x_r. , 'A robe of ho- vicegerent. _The goveruor of a pro-

_ngue, "_ithwl_iehtrprinees confer dig- vince under the Mogul governmen-t.
mty. NAve. A deputy.

K_L_'_S#., K_tt_'x. Warder .of a N_t_ N^zx_t. l)eputv of the Nazim,
" ea_, _'6trt/ri_flef'_T'h fort', or Governor. "

KIST. Stated payn_tt; 'it_talinent of N/.IG s N._IK. .A petty military _f_eer.
• '_t.''"*' ,_l.v'*., • " NAtR. Chief. The Nairs are a pceu-
Kusttoos, CusHoos. A body of mill- liar description of Hindus, on the

tary/'_r_,_hfl_ta 8 nearest to our Malabar coast.
t_rm"biig_% ;' _ng 'from otto to NAzI_. Composer, ananger, adjuster.
six or eight thousand: ' The first officer of a province, and

' "_:- " ' '_" '" ' minister,of the department of cri-
_.'* 'One_f'_ntlt_l th6uSand, mi]]aljustice.
_E_tt_:.!Properlyacamp-foHower, but N[ZA_t. OMer, arrangemeut_ an ar-

applied to native sailors and artill'_r_- ran_et.

LI_te_. A low two,wF_,_e|ed-earrtage, of the emptre.
VOL. I. d
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Ntz_l_u-r. Acrangemanlb_m'emmaent; the: hiatory of _ _mn_. an-
the office of the Lqazim,er Nizam. cient heroes. ......

NlZAUUT A,_WL_T. The court of P_KE. A foot messenger._ _ _lam'8On
crim'ma_jmtice-_ . employed as a uighx-_atch im,a nil.

lqULLA._Strmm)et, _ater,conrse. iage, and as a rmanerm m_r on
Nvzzr__. -A_Ow,.anoffering; a pro- the bminess of the rewam¢. : -

sentmadeao a superior. ..- =, _ _:
Rasaa. King, prince, ehieftain_o_le-

OstaAlt._"A;lord, a grandee, under the man ; a title in anent mma::given
Mogul_o_arnmeat. to chiefs of the _nd:u_ military

Hindu tribe only.
PxooDA. A temple ; also the name of RaJEPOOT. Literally, mn af:a _kT_g.

a -_¢ld e,ohrt,in the south of India, The nameof awarlike race,ofti_adus.
valued_,ateight shillings. RA.Xa. A speciesofvajah. _.__ . %"

Pxka_t:ns. A htter m which gen- RAssZ, R^ase. Queen_ pdnmas,_ife
tleman in India recline, and are of avajah. -,-.:-_
carried on the shoulders of four RoY RoYxx¢. A Hindu tide gixtl" to
• a_n_. the principalofficer of d_, or

Pa.mAIt. A term used by Europeans chief treasurerof the esmheqoar.
•.,._4mtia ao_den_e the outcasts of the 1_op_. The name of a aii_er.,coin ;

Hindu tribes, rated in the Company'saceeuctts, the
PA_. A name applied to the Af- current rupee at I_..; the t_emhay

g,llmcmtribes, rupeeat _s. ,qd. " ," "_
P_s_r^, Pxssaw_t. Guide, leader. RYOT. Peasant, subject; tenant of

The:ptimemln_ster of the Mahratta houseor land. ""
tCovemment. ; _

Pso_. A fooh-onn, a foot soldier; an SA'ren. What moves; vm:iah_-_im-
it,defiOr, otfu:er ot servant employed posts, distinct from land:r_nt_or re-
in the business of the revenue, police, venue ; consisting tff o_stoma, _tolls,
or_jadicat_e, iieenees, duties on gaod*,:alw laxes

P_gGUS_n. A small district, con. on houses, shop, ba_a_, &e_:_
shtin_of several villages. S_Po_. A native soldie=.

P_,s'lrvaoma. A present, particularly to S_a_r. The same a_Choatm_,. ;.'_
_,ernmem, in consideration of an SEIASTER. The instrum_i_govern-
appointment, or as an aeknowledg- ment or instruction ; any book of in-
meat forany tenure. Tribute, fine, strucfon, particularly _agaiait_g di-
quit-rent, advance on the stipulated vine ordinances.
r_vmu_. Snnorr, Savor. A.l:_e_ior/raoney-

Pax-rAm The suburbs of a fortified change,/. • _ "_
tOWn.

POt:L_.t;^R,PO.L.,"OAR.Head.ofa yillage S_._s. Chief, c_pta_."i l:mad.man-Soucas. A mercliant_ 6i'-lignker; a
dntnct. Mflttary chieftain m the money-lender.
Peninsula, similar to hill Zemindar SunAtt. A province such as Bengal.
in the northern circars. A grand dixision of a country, which

POLLAM. A district held by a Polligar. is again divided into eircars, chucklas,
POT^]L. The head man of a village, pergunnahs, and villages.

The term corresponds with that of SnBAHDAR. The holder of the suhah,
Mocuddim and Mundul in Bengal. the governor or viceroy.

POTTAI-I. A lease granted to the eul- SUBAHDARY.The office and ,iurisdic-
tivators on the part of governlnent, tion ofa qnbahdar.
either written on paper, or engraved SUDDER. The breast; the fore-court
with a style on the leaf of the fan ofahouse; theehief seatof govern-
palmira tree ment, contradisdnguished from Mo-

PUNDIT. A learned Brahman. fussil, or interior of the country ; the
PURA_.% POORA_. Literally ancient : presidency.

the name given to such Hindu books SUNDERDEWANNYAnAWLUT. Tbe
as treat of creation in general, svlth chief civil court of justice under tb,
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• Compaaa-_sgovt_amenb lucid at the with :amhoticj" ",ZO._ for, another.
presidenc.y. Ambassador, ag_nt _el_t ml_a special

_8n_avsg NszaMtrr ADaW'LVT. The commission, or rmidiltg 'It u court.
ehid criminal court of justice, under Native law pleadet,under,tkc judi°
ttm'_oompany'sgovernment. . cial system of the, Compatty.

SVnaA, Sam_aA, Soovza. A Hindu of V xZtR,VIzt_s. Under the Mogul go-
the fourth, or lowest uibe. vernment, the prime milaist_rof the

180a_nv. A prop, or support; a pattmt, sovcrei n.
,¢hatt_, or tcrmen authority for hold- Vanes, Vg;zm,]_.,s, Science, know-

_ _,ingeitlmrtand oroff_ce, ledge. The sacred sci:ip_urt_of theHindus.
T,_OCKnAa. A holder of a talook,
._:,,wltich is a small portion of land; YoG_r.s, JoGl_s. Hin&tdevotovs.

a petw lan,4-agem. YuG, Ju6, Yooo. &n age; ,a great
T,ai_,. "Pond, reservoir, perkM oftheHin&s ; ahoartligious
TAIClCAal)AR.A petty police officer, ccrcmmay.
Tz'sP. A noi¢ of band; a promissory
taottr2gi_en by a native hanker, or ZEI_tSnAR. From twowordssiffagying,
mon_.lead_r, to Zemindara and earth, land, and ]aolder ot _per.
others, to enable them to famish /.and-k_per, An offmt_bl:J,_nder
government with security for the pay- the Mahomedan [_ttmvnt_ was

_,qmem,of their rents, charged with the _peJint_ndanc¢ of
TEHSII,DAa. Who has charge of the thclandsofadistrict_ fimt¢ia_con=
,_colleefiom. A native collector of a sidemt; the protection of_alte:_ul-
district, acting under a European or fivato,, and th¢ rtafitafio._:df tile
Zemindar. government's share of,_t*" 9ttduee,

Tw,._smm. Native blackChristians, the either in money or kind.. -
':rarrmrmcf the ancient Portuguese. ZSMIlqDARP..Y.Theo_t_otjutiadiction

Tora:;_,,A _ove of.trees, of a Zemindar.
Ttmvx_.,,T_m_. Anassignmenton Zrz¢Xl_^. The place,_hetc_th¢ladies

reside.. •
th=_ccruue, for personal support, or ZrLL_H. Side, purl, diatsict_ division.other pt=poscs.

Tumrata._ :A carriage for the gun A local divitio_ of a c_.unt_ _hav-
,ammmainhan. ing referetr_ to _ jurisdic-

_mmuar_ rg._o_mat.. One endowed ......

_'B':_'It_ explanations of the above terms are taken, for the mo_ part, from
the Glossary attached to the fifth Report of the Committee of the House or Com-
mofi_on l_dian affairL appointed in 1810.



ERRATUM.

The correction, which the fol|owing notice in the first edition required

to be made, was forgotten till that part of the text was reprinted. The

passage therefore stands as in the firs{ edition.

VoL. IIIe--Page 150. It has been suggested to me, that the allusion to
the death of 400 Gentoos, made in the note of the translator of the
Seer Mutakhareen, may have a stress laid upon it, which I should
regret. 1 copied the note, merely as a specimen of the criticisms
which were made on tile spot, by persons not partial to the Eng-
lish. This, I conceived, was matter of instruction. But I never
meant that any fact should stand, as confirmed, upon the autho-
rity of the translator of the Seer _utakhareen ; nor will it be so
understood by any considerate reader. Had the statement ap-
peared to me to rest upon proof', I should have thought it of suffi-
cient imporlance to give it a place in the text. 1 have, since the
volume was printed, had reasons given to me, by which I am con-
vinced, that the allusion is not well founded, and that no such
catastrophe ever occurred.
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15_7--1707.

Commencement of the British Intercourse with

ln_ia; and the Circumstances of it, Progr_t_,
till the_ JEstablishment of th'e Company on a
d#rable Basis by the Act of the _ixth of Queen

Two centuries have elapsed, since a few British

merchants humbly solicited permission of the Indian
princes to traific in their dominions.

The British power at present embraces nearly the

whole of that vast region, which extends from Cape
Comorin to the mountains of Tibet, and from the

mouths of the Brahmapootra to the Indus.

In the present undertaking, it is proposed, to collect,
from its numerous and scattered sources, the informa-

tion necessary to convey correct and adequate ideas

of this empire, and of the transactions through which
it has been acquired ; and for that purpose,
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