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IN the courseof rgg,glu;g,gnd;nvestlgatmn, necessary
for acquiring that measure of knowledge which I was
anxious o possess, rdspediing- iy country, its people,
was met, and in some degree surprised, by extraor-

“dmary dlﬂicultles, when I arrived at that part of my
* inquifies which related to India. ~ On 6thér & )
of any magnitude and importarice, 1 generally found
-¢that there was some one book,.or.small sugbex of
books, - containing the material part of the requisite
information ; and in whléh direction was obtained, by
reference ‘to other books, if, in any part,- the¥eaher
found it necessary te extend his. researches. In re-
sygard to India, the case was exceedingly differqnt,.
The knowledge, requlsxte for attaining an adequate
conception of that gi'gat—{ﬁﬂé tf British action, was
®collected no where. -kt -was -scattered in a sgreat®
variety of repositoﬁwmeé_%n considerable por-
»,gtlons, often in very minute ones; sometimes by 1tself 1
often mixed up with subjects of a verydifferent nature:
and, even where information relating to India steod
disjoined from other subjects, a small portion of what
was useful lay commaonly imbedded in a large mass of
what was trifling and insignificant ; and of a body of
statements, given indiscriminately as matters of fact,
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PREFACE.

ascertained by the senses, the far greater part was in
general only matter of opinion, borrowed, in succes~
sion, by one set of Indian gentlemen from another.!

In bestowing the time, labour, and thought, neces-
sary to explore this assemblage of heterogeneous
things, and to separate, for my own use, what was
true and what was useful, from what was insignificant
and what was false, I was led to grieve, that none of
those who had preceded me, in collecting for him-
self & knowledge of Indian affairs, had been induced
to leave his collection for the benefit of others; and
perform the labour of extracting and ordering the
dispersed and confused materials of a knowledge of
India, once for all. The second reflection was, that,
if those who preceded me had neglected this impor-
tant gervice, and in so doing were not altogether free
from blame, neither should I be exempt from the same
oondemnation, if I omitted what depended upon me,
to facilitate and abridge to others the labour of ac-
quiring a knowledge of India; an advantage I should
have valued so highly, had it been afforded by any
former inquirer,

In this manner, the idea of writing a History of
India was first engendered in my mind. I should
have shrunk from the task, had I foreseen the labour
in which it has involved me.

1 The difficulty arising from this source of false information wes felt
by the very first accorate historian.

‘0 yap avlpwrot Tag areag rwy TEOYEYSVOREVQY, QLYY ETIYWPIE OPsoW
¥» opwc afavaviseg Tap’ alhyhwy Sexovrae. Thucyd. lib,i. ¢, &'y Other

excellent observations to the same purpose arg found in the two follow~
ing chapters.



PREFACE. i

The books, in which more or less of information
respecting India might be expected to be found, were
sufficiently numerous to compose a library. Some
were books of Travels. Some were books of History.
Some contained philological, some antiquarian, re-
searches. A considerable number consisted of trans-
lations from the writings of the natives in the native
tongues; others were books on the religion of the
people of India; books on their laws; hooks on their
sciences, manners, and arts.

The transactions in India were not the only trans-
actions of the British nation, to which the affairs of
India had given birth. Those affairs had been the
subject of much discussion by the press, and of many
legislative, executive, and even judicial proceedings,
in England. Those discussions and proceedings
would form of course an essential part of the History
of British India; and the materials of it remained to
be extracted, with much labour, from the voluminous
records of British literature, and British legislation.

The British legislature had not satisfied itself with
deliberating, and deciding ; it had also inquired ; and,
inquiring, it had called for evidence. This call, by
the fortunate publicity of parliamentary proceedings,
brought forth the records of the councils in India, and
their correspondence, with one another, with their ser-
vants, and with the constituted authorities in England:
a portion of materials, inestimable in its value; but
so appalling by its magnitude, that many years ap-
peared to be inadequate to render the mind familiar
with it.

b2



iv PREFACE,

Such is a short and very imperfect deseription of
the state of the materials.! The operations necessary-
to draw from them a useful history, formedhthesecund
subject of consideration. To omit other particulars,
which will easily present themselves, and are common:
to this with all undertakings of a similar nature, a
peculiar demand, it is evident, was presented for the
exercise of discrimination, that is, of criticism, in a
chaotic mass, of such extent, where things relating to
the subject were to be separated from things foreign
to it ; where circumstances of importance were to be
separated from circumstances that were insignificant ;
where real facts, and just inferences, were to be sepa-
rated from such as were the contrary; and above all
things, where facts, really testified by the senses, were
to be discriminated from matters, given as testified by
the senses, but which, in truth, were nothing but mat-
ters of opinion, confounded with matters of fact, and
mistaken for them, in the minds of the reporters
themselves.?

1 1l y avoit plus de choses la dessus qu’on ne le croyoit communement,
mais elles etoient noyées dans une foule de recueils immenses, en langaes
Latine, Espagnole, Angloise, et Hollandoise, ou personne ne s’avisoit de
les aller chercher; dans une quantité de routiers tres-sees, tres en-
nuyeus, relatifs & cent autres objets, et dont il seroit presque impossible
de rendre la lecture interressente. Les difficultés me touchent gure

cenx qui ne les essuyent pas. Hist, des Navigation asux Terres Aus-
trales, par M., le President de Brosse,

2 L'on ne sent que trop, says Mr. Gibbon, combien nous sommes
portés & méler nos idées avec celles que nous rapportons. Memoire sur
la Monarchie des Medes, Gibbon's Miscel. Works, iii. 61. Ed. 8vo. This
infirmity of the hyman mind, a fact of great importance, both in specula-
tion and in action, the reader, who is not already acquainted with it, will
find very elegantly illustrated in one of the chapters of the sectnd volume
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PREFACE. wy

A history of India, therefore, to be good for any
thing, must, it was _evident, be, what, for want of a
better appellation, has been called, * A Critical His-
tory.”' To criticise means, to judge. A critical
history is, then, a judging history. But, if a judg-
ing history, what does it judge?

It is evident that there are two, and only two,
classes of objects, which constitute the subject of

of the work of Mr. Dugald Stewart, on the Philosophy of the Human
Mind. See p. 72, volt ii. of the present work. Many examples of it
will present themselves in the course of this history; for as it is a habit
peculiarly congenial to the mental state of the natives, so a combination
of circamstances has given it unusual efficacy in the minds of those of
our countrymen by whom India has been surveyed.

1 The idea of a critical history is not very old. The firast man who
seems to have had a distinct conception of it, says, *Je traiterai mon
sujet en critique, suivant la rogle de St. Paul, Eraminez toutes choses, et
ne retencz gue ce qui est bom. L’histoire n’est bien souvent qu'um
melange confus de faux et de vrai, entnssé par des ecrivains mal instruits,
credules, ou passionez. C’est au lecteur attentif et judicienx d’en faire
le discernement, & V'aide d'une critique, qui ne soit ni trop timide, ni
temeraire. Sans le secours de cet art, on erre dans Phistoire, comme
un pilote sur le mer, lorsqu’il n’a ni boussole, ni carte marine.” Beau-~
sobre, Hist. de Manichee, Disc. Prelim. p. 7.

The same writer has also said, whatis not foreign to the present par-
pose, “ Une histoire critique ne pouvant étre trop bien justifiée, j'ai eu
soin de mettre en original, au bas des pages, les passages qui servent de
preave aux faits que j’'avance. C'est un ennuyeux travail, mais je I'ai
cra necessaire. Si I'on trouve les citations trop amples et trop abon-
dantes, c'est un superflu qui 0’a cotté qu’a moi, et le lectenr peut bien
m'en pardonner la depense.” Id.Ibid. Pref. p. 24.

A great historian of our own has said: “It is the right, it is
the daty of a eritical historian to collect, to weigh, to select the
opinions of his predecessors; and the more diligence he has exerted in
the search, the more rationally he may hope to add some improvement
to the stock of kuowledge, the use of which has been common to all.”
Gibbon’s Miscel. Works, iv." 589. )



vi PREFACE.,

historical judgments., The first is; the matter of
statement, the things given by the historian, as things
really done, really said, or really thought. The se-
cond is, the matter of evidence, the matter-by which
the reality of the saying, the doing, or thinking, is
ascertained.

In regard to evidence, the business of criticism
visibly is, to bring to light the value of -each article,
to discriminate what is true from what is false, to
combine partial statements, in order to form a com-
plete account, to compare varying, and balance eon-
tradictory statements, in order to form a correct
one.

In regard to the matter of statement, the business
of criticism is, to discriminate between real causes
and false causes; real effects and false effects; real
tendencies and falsely supposed ones; between good
ends and evil ends; means that are conducive, and
means not conducive to the ends to which they are
applied.

In exhibiting the result of these several judgments,
the satisfaction, or the instruction of the reader, is
very imperxfectly provided for, if the reasons are not
adduced. I have no apology, therefore, to make, for
those inductions, or those ratiocinations, sometimes
of considerable length, which were necessary to ex-
hibit the grounds upon which my decisions were
founded. Those critical disquisitions may be well,
or they may be ill performed; they may lead to
correct, or they may lead to erroneous conclusions ;
but they are, indisputably, in place; and my work,

PRt SEE )

O i)

PRI s

g

oo et "



PREFACKE, vi

whatever had been its virtues in other respects,
would have remained most imperfect without them."
There will be but one opinion, I suppose, with re-
gard to the importance of the service, which I have
aspired to the honour of remdering to my country ;
for the public are inclined to exaggerate, rather than
extenuate, the magnitude of the interests which are
involved in the management of their Indian affairs.
And it may be affirmed, as a principle, not susceptible
of dispute, that good management of amy portion
of the affairs of any community is almost always
proportional to the degree of knowledge respecting
it diffused in that community. Hitherto the know-
ledge of India, enjoyed by the British community,
has been singularly defective. Not only among the
uneducated, and those who are regardless of know-
ledge, but among those who are solicitous to obtain

1 Even those strictures, which sometimes occur, on institutions purely
British, will be all found, I am persuaded, to be not only strictly con-
pected with measures which relate to India, and which have actually
grown out of those institutions ; but indispensably necessary to convey
complete and correct ideas of the Indian policy which the institations in
question contributed mainly to shape. The whole courss of our Indian
policy having, for example, been directed by the laws of parliamentary
influence, how could the one be explained without adducing, as in the
last chapter of the fourth volume, and in some other places, the leading
priaciples of the other? The result of all the judicial inquiries, which
bave been attempted in England, on Indian affairs, depending in a great
degree on the state of the law in England, how could those events be
sufficiently explained, withont adducing, as in the chapter on the trial
of Mr. Hastings, those particulars in the state of the law of England, on
which the results in question sppeared more remarkably to depend ?
The importance of this remark will be feit, and, I hope, remembered,
when the time for judging of the use and pertinence of those elucida-
tions wrrives,
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a competeut share of information with -respect: to
every other great branch of the national-intevests,
nothing is so rare as to meet with a man who-ean
with propriety be said to koow any thing:of .india,
and its affairs. A man who has any considerable
acquaintance with them, without having been:forced
to acquire it by the offices he has filled, is scaroely
to be found.

The same must continue to be the case, till the
knowledge of India is rendered more accessible.
Few men can afford the time sufficient for perusing
even a moderate portion of the documents from
which a knowledge of India, approaching to com-
pleteness, must have hitherto been derived. -Of
those, whose time is not wholly engrossed, either by
business or by pleasure, the proportion is very .mode-
raté whom the prospect of a task so heavy, and so
tedious, as that of exploring the numerous repbsi-
tories of Indian knowledge, would not deter. And,
with respect to the most important of =all the seurees
of information, the parliamentary documents, they
were not before the public, and were by the very nature
of the case within the reach of a number compara-
tively small.

But though no dispute will arise about the im-
portance of the work, I have no reason toexpect
the same unanimity about the fitness of the wark-
man. '

One objection will doubtless be taken, on which I
think it necessary to offer some observations, -mot-
mthstandmg the unfavourable sentiments which are
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commonly excited by almost any language in which
-a ‘man can urge pretensions which he may be sus-
pected of urging as his own; pretemsions which,
-though they must exist, in some degree, in the case
-of every man who writes a book, and ought to be
encouraged, therefore, rather than extinguished, had
better, in general, be understood, than expressed.

This writer, it will be said, has never been in
India; and, if he bas any, has a very slight, and
elementary acquaintance, with any of the languages
of the East,

I confess the facts; and will now proceed to men-
tion the considerations which led me, notwithstand-
ing, to conclude, that I might still produce a work,
of considerable utility, on the subject of India.

In the first place, it appeared to me, that a suffi-
cient stock of information was now collected in
the languages of Europe, to enable the inquirer to
ascertain every important point, in the history of
India. If I was right in that opinion, it is evident,
that a residence in India, or a knowledge of the
languages of India, was, to express myself moderately,
not indispensable.

In the next place, I observed, that no exceptions
were taken to a President of the Board of Control,
or to a Governor-General, the men entrusted with all
the powers of government in India, because they had
never been in India, and knew none of its languages.

Aguin, I certainly knew, that some of the most
successful attempts in history had been made, with-
out ocular knowledge of the country, or acquaintance
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with its language. Robertson, for example, never
beheld America, though he composed its history.
He never was in either Germany or Spain, yet he
wrote the history of Charles the Fifth. Of Germany
be knew not so much as the language; and it was
necessary for him to learn that of Spain, only be-
cause the documents which it yielded were not trans-
lated into any of the languages with which he was
acquainted. Tacitus, though he never was in Ger-
many, and was certainly not acquainted with the
language of our uncultivated ancestors, wrote the
exquisite account of the manners of the Germans.

But, as some knowledge may be acquired by seeing

India, which cannot be acquired without it ; and as
it can be pronounced of hardly any portien of know-
ledge that it is altogether useless, I will not go so
far as to deny, that a man would possess advantages,
who, to all the qualifications for writing a history of
India which it is possible to acquire in Europe, should
add those qualifications which can be acquired only
by seeing the country and conversing with its people.
Yet I have no doubt of being able to make out, to
the satisfaction of all reflecting minds, that the man
who should bring to the composition of a history of
India, the qualifications alone which can be acquired
in Euarope, would come, in an almost infinite degree,
better fitted for the task, than the man who should
bring to it the qualifications alone which can be
acquired-in India; and that the business of acquiring
the one set of qualifications is almost wholly incom-
patible with that of acquiring the other.

. m‘m”“ b "
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PREFACE. xi

For, let us inquire what it is that a man can learn,
by going to India, and understanding its languages.
He can treasure up the facts which are presented
to his senses; he can learn the facts which are re-
corded in such native books, as have not been trans«
lated ; and he can ascertain facts by conversation with
the natives, which have never yet been committed
to writing, This he can do; and 1 am not aware
that he can do any thing further.

But, as ne fact is more certain, 50 none is of
more importance, in the science of human nature,
than this; that the powers of observation, in every
individual, are exceedingly limited ; and that it is
only by combining the observations of a number of
individuals, that a competent knowledge of any ex-
tensive subject can ever be acquired. Of so extensive
and complicated a scene as India, how small a por-
tion would the whole period of his life enable any
man to observe !

If, then, we may assume it as an acknowledged
fact, that an account of India, complete in all its
parts, at any one moment, still more through a
series of ages, could never be derived from the
personal observation of any one individual, but must
be collected from the testimony of a great number of
individuals, of any one of whom the powers of per-
ception could extend but a little way, it follows, as
a necessary consequence, that the man best qualified
for dealing with evidence, is the man best qualified
for writing the history of India. It will not, I pre-
sume, admit of much dispute, that the habits which
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are subservient to the successful exploration of evi
dence are more likely to be acquired in Europe than
in India.

The man who employs himself in treasuring up,
by means of perception and the languages, the
greatest portion of knowledge in regard to India,
is he who employs the greatest portion of his life,
in the business of observing, and in making himself
familiar with the languages. But the mental habits
which are acquired in mere observing, and in the
acquisition of languages, are almost as different as
any mental habits can be, from the powers of com-
bination, discrimination, classification, judgment,
comparison, weighing, inferring, inducting, phileso.
phizing in short; which are the powers of most
importance for extracting the precious ore from a
great mine of rude historical materials.

. Whatever is worth seeing or hearing in India, can
be expressed in writing. As soon as every thing of
importance is expressed in writing, a man who.is
duly qualified may obtain more knowledge of India
in one year in his closet in England, than he could
obtain during the course of the longest life, by the
use of his eyes and his ears in India.

As soon as the testimony is received of a sufficient
number of witnesses, to leave no room for mistake
from the partial or the erroneous statements which
they may have separately made, it is hardly doubt-
ful, that a man, other circumstances being equal, is
really better qualified for forming a correct judgment
on the whole, if his information is totally derived
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from testimony, than if some little portion of it is
derived from the senses. Itis well known, how fatal
an effect on our judgments is exerted by those im-
pulses, called partial impressions; in other words,
how much our conceptions of a great whole are apt
to ‘be distorted, and made to disagree with their
object, by an undue impression, received from some
particular part. Nobody needs to be informed, how
much more vivid, in general, is the conception of an
object which has been presented to our senses, than
that of an object which we have only heard another
man describe. Nobody, therefore, will deny, that,
of a great scene, or combination of scenes, when
some small part has been seen, and the knowledge
of the rest has been derived from testimony, there is
great danger, lest the impression received from the
senses should exert an immoderate influence, hang a
bias on the mind, and render the conception of the
whole erroneous.

If a man were to lay down the plan of preparing
himself for writing the history of India, by a course
of observation in the country, he must do one of two
things. Either he must resolve to observe minutely
a part; or he must resolve to take a cursory review of
the whole. Life is insufficient for more. If his de-
cision is to observe minutely ; a very small portion
comparatively is all that he will be able to observe.
What aid  he can derive from this, in writing a his-
tory, has partly been already unfolded, and may for
the rest be confided to the reflections of the intelligent
roader. ‘ : .
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"What I expect to be insisted upon with greatest
emphasis is, that, if an observer were to take an
expansive view of India, noting, m his progress,
those circumstances alone which are of greatest im-
portance, he would come with peculiar advantage to
the composition of a history ; with lights capable of
yielding the greatest assistance in judging even of
the evidence of others. To estimate this pretension
correctly, we must not forget a well-known and im-
portant law of human nature. From this we shall
see, that a cursory view, of the nature of that which
is here described, is a process, in the highest degree
effectual, not for removing error, and perfecting
knowledge, but for strengthening all the prejudices,
and confirming all the prepossessions or false notions,
with which the observer sets out. This result is
proved by a very constant experience; and may fur-
ther be seen to spring, with an almost irresistible
necessity, from the constitution of the human mind.
In a cursory survey, it is understood, that the mind,
unable to attend to the whole of an infinite number
of objects, attaches itself to a few; and overlooks
the multitude that remain. But what, then, are the
objects to which the mind, in such a situation, is in
preference attractcd ? ‘Those which fall in with the
current of its own thoughts; those which accord with
its former impressions ; those which confirm its pre~
vious ideas. These are the objects to which, in a
hasty selection, all ordinary minds are directed, over-
looking the rest. For what is the principle in the
mind by which the choice is decided? Doubtless
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that of association. And is not association governed
by the predominant ideas? To this remains to be
added, ‘the powerful influence of the affections; first
the wel known pleasure which a man finds, in meet-
ing, at every step, with proofs that he is in the right,
inspiring an eagerness to look out for that source of
satisfaction ; and, secondly, the well-known aver-
sion which & man usually has, to meet with proofs
that he is in the wrong, yielding 2 temptation, com-
monly obeyed, to overlook such disagreeable ob-
jects.

He who, without having been a percipient witness
in India, undertakes, in Europe, to digest the ma-
terials of Indian history, is placed, with regard to
the numerous individuals who have been in India,
and of whom one has seen and reported one thing,
another has seen and reported another thing, in a
situation very analogous to that of the judge, in re.
gard to the witnesses who give their evidence before
him. In the investigation of any of those compli-
cated scenes of action, on which a judicial decision
is sometimes required, one thing has commonly been
observed by one witness, another thing has been ob-
served by another witness ; the same thing has been
observed in one point of view by one, in another
point of view by another witness; some things are
affirmed by one, and denied by another. In this
scene, the judge, putting together the fragments of
information which he has severally received from the
several witnesses, marking where they agree and
where they differ, exploring the tokens of fidelity in
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one, of whhdelity in' another ; ‘of -corréet scondeplion
in oné, -of incorrect conception in another’ ‘cowptiug
the whole collection of statements writh‘ the -giidral
probabilities of the case, and tnyingaiﬁ;byfw dovhL
blished laws of human nature, -endeavoiirs foCardve
at a complete and correct conception- of the seoat:
plicated transaction, -on which he is ¢alled:tededide;
Is it not understood, that in -such .n .cdsd-as'thig
where the sum of the testimony is abundens, ithe
judge, who has seen no part of the transaction,'ihis
yet, by his investigation, obtained a more perfect:tor-

ceptien of it, than is almost ever possessed by iawy
of the individuals from whom he has demvedﬁ&iﬂ-

formation ?* el
. .y e e, 2aTHY
1 The Indians themselves have a striking apologue to 1llustr5ieL31e
superiority of the comprehensive student over the pm‘tial'ébuéﬁé?.’"‘ju
“ One day in conversation,” says Mr. Ward, ¢ with the Sfindshxitw
head piindit of the College of Fort William, on the sulye(i of G?‘}’ t%;
man, who 1s truly learned in his own Shastriis, gave the author, from
one of their books, the following parable :—In a ceftafn t&éh“‘};‘ B
existed a village of blind men, who had heard of aw apmiiagsorel
called the elepbant, of the shape of which, howey,el;t ;hg}gmuld REFRpYE
no idea. QOne day an elephant passed through the place the vi)lagers
crowded to the spot where the animal was standifrg’} arfd ond”dH e
seized his truok, another his ear, aunother. his tiil, mitekhe aneoafslsis
legs. After thus endeavouring to gratify.their mrioisi{.y, }%eﬁgetﬁggfd
into the village, and sitting down together, began to communicate th
ideas on the shape of the elephant, to the vIllagef's“‘ f Yidn Heho 3&
seized his trunk said, he thought this animal must be like the body of
the plantain tree ; he who had rouched his ear was of. ppiniamathasabie
was like the winnowing fan ; the man who had laid held qf his #ail auifls
he thought he must resemble a snake; and he. who badigaught.bis leg
declared, be mast be like a pillar. An old blind mapy of sems;jpadgtnent;
was present, who, though greatly perplexed in attemptingito. pézonoile
these jarring notions, at length said—You hava dll Iifen $0.pnuihititha
animal, and what you report, therefore, cannot be false: Ipigpposs,

1Aa7



PREFACE. xvil

Bat, if a life, in any great degree devoted to the
collecting of facts by the senses and to the acquiring of
tongues, is thus incompatible with the acquisition of
that knowledge, and those powers of mind, which
are most conducive to a masterly treatment of evi-
dence; it is still less compatible with certain other
endowments, which the discharge of the highest
duties of the historian imperiously demands. Great
and difficult as is the task of extracting perfectly the
light of evidence from a chaos of rude materials, it
is yet pot the most difficult of his operations, nor
that which requires the highest and rarest qualifi-
cations of the mind. It is the business of the his-
torian not merely to display the obvious outside of
things ; the qualities which strike the most ignorant
observer, in the acts, the institutions, and ordinances,
which form the subject of his statements. His duty
is, to convey just ideas of all those objects; of all
the transactions, legislative, administrative, judicial,
mercantile, military, which he is called upon to de-
scribe.  But in just ideas of great measures what is
implied ? A clear discernment, undoubtedly, of their
causes ; a clear discernment of their consequences; a
clear discernment of their natural tendencies; and of
the circumstances likely to operate either in com-

then, that the part resembling the plantain tree must be his trunk ;
what you though: similar toa fan must be bis ear; the part like a snake
must be the tail; and that like a pillar must be his leg. In this way,
the old man, uniting all their conjectures, made out something of the
form of the elephant.” A View of the History, Literature, and Religion
of the Hindoos. By the Rev W. Ward. Introd. p. lxxxvii. London
Ed. 1817.

VOL. L c
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bination with these natural tendencies, or ‘iseppo-
sition to them. To qualify a man for this preat duty
kardly any kind or degree of knowledge is not de:
manded; hardly any amount of knewledge,” whick
it is within the competence of one man to aewive,
will be regarded as enough. It is plain, for exatrple’
that he needs the most profound kmowlédge. of the
Taws of human nature, which is the end, as welt ag
instrument, of every thing. It is plain, that he ve.
quires the most perfect comprebension of the prin-
ciples of human society ; or the course, -inito whieH
the laws of human nature impel the human being,
in his gregarious state, or when formed into a tef.
plex body along with others of his kind. The 'his!
torian requires 2 clear comprehension of the practical
play of the machinery of government; for, in like
manner as the general laws of motion are counter:
acted and modified by friction, the power of which
may yet be accurately ascertained and provided' for,
so it is necessasy for the historian correctly to apphe:
ciate the counteraction which the more gemeral Ravs
of human nature may receive from individual of spe-
cific varieties, and that allowance for it with which bis
anticipations and conclusions ought to be formed. -'¥n
short, the whole field of human nature, the whole field
of legislation, the whole field of judicature, the whole
field of administration, down to war, commerce, and
diplomacy, ought to be familiar to his mind.*

 * Anx yeux d'un philosaphe, -les faits composent la partie la moins
intervessante de U'histoire. Cest la connoissance de 'bomme ;* la- st~
rale, et la politique qu'il ¥y trouve, qui la relevent dans son esprit: *Gilin
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IWhat then ? it will be seid, and most reasonably
saids; do you bold yourself up, as the person in whom
all:these high qualifications are adequately combined?
Na.: ;And Lam well assured, that by not one of
these. by whom I shall be criticised, not even by those
by whom I shall be treated with the greatest severity,
will the distance between the qualifications which I
pessess, and the qualifications which are desirable in
the writer of a history, be estimated at more than it is
estimated by myself. But the whole of my life, which
I may, without scruple, pronounce to have been a labo-
rious one, has been devoted to the acquisition of those
qualificatiens ; and I am not unwilling to confess, that
1 deemed it probable I should be found to pessess them
in a-greater degree, than those, no part of whose life,
or a very small part, had been applied to the acquisi-
tion.of them. I was also of opinion, that if nobody ap-
peared, - with higher qualifications, to undertake the
weork, it was better it should be done imperfectly,
better it-should be done even as I might be capable
of doing it, than not done at all.

--Among the many virtues which have been dis-
pleyed by the Company’s servants, may justly be
enumerated the candour with which they them.
selvesiconfess the necessity under which they are laid,
of  remaining to a great ‘degree ignorant of India.
That they go out to their appointments at a time of
life when a considerable stock of general knowledge
cannot possibly have been acquired, is a fact which

bon, . Mem. Sur la Monarchie des Medes, Misc, Waorks, iii. 126,
Ed.8vo.
c?
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nobody will dispute. And they aré ‘the forementiito:
declare, that their situation in India is :such,: a8 te;
preclude them from the acquisition of locdl:knows!
ledge. Notwithstanding the high degree -of  talesity
therefore, and even of literary talent, which many of!
them have displayed, more than some veryliwited:
portion of the history of India none of them hasvens:
tured to undertake.! Tt

“ When we comsider,” said Lord Teignmouth, iin
his celebrated Minute on the Revenues of Benjel,
“ the nature and magnitude of our acquisitions, thé
characters of the people placed under our dominien,
their difference of language, and dissimilarity of man-
ners ; that we entered upon the administration of the
government ignorant of its former constitution; -and
with little practical experience in Asiatic finance, it
will not be deemed surprising that we should have
fallen into errors ; orif any should at this time requive
correction.—If we further consider the form of ‘the
British government in India, we shall find it ill: cake
culated for the speedy introduction of improvement.
The members composing it are in a state of .constant
fluctuation, and the period of their residence often
expires, before experience can be acquired, or reduced

* The following words are not inapplicable, originally applied to a
much more limited subject. De quibus partibus singulis, quidam
separatim scribere maluerunt, velut onus totius corporis weriti, ‘et
sic quoque complures de unaguaque earum libros ediderunt: quas
ego omnes ausus contexere, prope infinitum mihi laborer prospicio, et
psa cogitatione suscepti muneris fatigor. Sed durandom est quia
cepimus: et si viribus deficiemur, animo tamen perseverandum.
Quinct. Inst. Or. lib. 4, Procem.
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to practica, . Official forms negessarily oecupy a large
pertion of time.; and the constant pressure of business
leawgs little leisure for study and reflection, without
which mo. knowledge of the principles and detail of
the rexenues of this country can be attained. True
information is also procured with difficulty, because
it.i8 top often derived from mere practice, instead of
being deduced from fixed principles.” *

..Lond William Bentinck, after being Governor of
Hoxt St. George, and President of the Council at
Madras, _expresses himself in very pointed terms.
“ The.result of my own observation, during my resi-
denge in India, is, that the Europeans generally know
kistle: or nething of the customs and manners of the
Hindoes, We are all acquainted with some promi-
nent marks and facts, which all who run may read :
but their . manner of thinking ; their domestic habits
and ceremonies, in which circumstances a knowledge
ofithe peaple consists, is I fear in great part wanting
to-us. ‘We understand very imperfectly their lan-
guage. They, perhaps, know more of ours; but their
knowledge is by no means sufficiently extensive to
give.a deseription of subjects not easily represented
by the insulated words in daily use. We do not, we
cannot assoclate with the natives. We cannot see
@bgm in their houses, and with their families. We
Are necessarily very much confined to our houses by

1 No. 1. Appendix to the Fifth Report of the Sclect Committee of the
House of Commons, on the Affairs of the East India Company, in 1810,
Thi passage the Committee have thought of sufficient importance to be
incorporated in their Report.
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the heat. ATl our wants and business, whith would
create a greater intercourse with the natives, is dene
for us; and we are in fact strangers in the land.”*-
Another servant of the Company, Sit Hehty
Strachey, distinguished both by his local experieneée,
and by general knowledge, remarking upon the state
of judicature, under the English government in India,
says, “ Another impediment, though of a very diffe-
rent nature from those I have mentioned, and much
more difficult to remove, is to me too palpable to be
overlooked ;—I mean, that arising from Europeans in
our situation being necessarily ill qualified, in many
points, to perform the duties required of us, as judges
and magistrates. This proceeds chiefly from our
very imperfect connexion with the natives; and our
scanty knowledge, after all our study, of their man-
ners, customs, and languages.” ¢ We cannot study
the genius of the people it its own sphere of action.
We know little of their domestic life, their knowledge,
conversation, amusements, their trades, and casts, or
any of those national and individual characteristics,
which are essential to a complete knowledge of them.”
“ The difficulty we experience in discerning truth

' Observations of Lord Willinm Bentinck, printed in the Advertise-
ment, prefixed to the ¢ Description of the Character, &c. of the People
of India,” by the Abbé J. A. Dubois, Missionary in the Mysore.
If any one should object to the testimony of this Ruler, as that of 2 man
who had not been bred in India, it is to be remembered that the testimony
is adduced, as expressing his own opinion, by the translator of that
work, whose knowledge of India is not liable to dispute; acd given to
the world as the opinion of the Court of Directors, to whom the manu-
script belonged, and under whose authority and direction, it was both
translated and published. '
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and {alsshood among the natives, may be ascribed,
I think, chiefly, to our want of connexion and inter-
couarse with them ; to the peculiarity of their manners
and habits, their excessive ignorance of our charac-
ters; and-our almost equal ignorance of theirs.”*

1 Figh Report, ut supra, p. 534,562, «Itis a fact,” says another
enlightened observer,  which, however singular and unfortunate, is yat
founded in truth, that those persons from whom correct information on
these subjects might justly be expected, are generally the least able
from the peculiar circumstances of their situation, to sapply it; I met.m
the Company’s servants.—During the early period of their residence 1o
the East, every hour must be employed, in the acquisition of the lan-
guages, in the study of the laws of the country, and the manners of the
natives : whilst the latter years of their service are still more waremit-
tingly engrossed, in the discharge of the irksome and arduous duties of
their profession.” Considerations on the Present Political State of
India, By Alexander Fraser Tytler, late assistant Judlge in the Twenty-
feur Pergunnahs, Bengal Establishment, Preface, p. xii. See other
passages to the same purpose, Introduction, p. iv, v, xi; alsoi. 77, 357,
415. And Mr. Tytler quotes with peculiar appro'bation the passages
already given from the Minute of Lord Teignmouth .

‘I must beg you always to bear in mind, tham -when an English gen-
tleman undertakes to give.an account of Indiam -manners and habits of
private life, he labours under many disadvantages. The obstacles which
prevent our ever viewing the natives of India in the ir domestic circles are
great and insuperable ; such as the restrictions =of caste on their side,
rank and situation on ours, &c. We do not int ermarry with them, as
the Portuguese did : nor do we ever mix with them, in the common
duties of social life, on terms of equality. Wha t knowledge we have of”
their domestic arrangements has been gained chiefly by inquiry, &c.””
Eetters written in 2 Mahratta camp, &c. by F. T ). Broughten, Esq. p. 8.

See to the same purpose, Sir John Malcolm, Sketch of the Political
History of India, &c. p. 449.

After adverting to certain erroneous motios 1s on Tndian subjects,
Lieutenant Moor, the well-informed author of the ¢« Narrative of the
Operations of Captain Little’s Detachment,” obs «erves, ¢ Other opinions,
equally correct and entertaining, are indulge d by the good people of
England ; which it is vain to oppose, for the par ty ‘woastold so by a gen™
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. .[me pE$We things, I ‘ma}{-wentua'm too&ﬁmi'ﬂn

I hawe done..., : et hnd Dug
] have ‘penformed the husmess of researchb widh.a

labgur, and patience, which it wonldinot-he-sespdp
surpass. And I believe there is no :peint,; of; Sredit
impertance, involved in the History .of Jadia, yohigh
the evidence I have adduced is not sufficiant 1igxde-
termine. Iam, at the same time, aware, fhat. in
regard to some things there are decuieents. which
were pot within my reach; and, concerning: the
latter part of the history, in particular, that.ithere
are individuals in England, possessed of infarmation,
which, in several places, would have rendered:the
marrative richer, and perhaps more accurate; in.mas-
ters of detail. If I shall be found to have performed,
with any tolerable success, what I had the means.:of
performing, the liberality which distingmishes: the
gentlemen of India gives me reason to hope, thatmaniy
of those who are possessed of useful infoemation,:but
+whom it was impossible for me to find out; will ..not
be unwilling to contribute their aid to ,the-iraprone-
ment of the History of British India. T TI

Having thus placed before me the mutemahuef

!

tleman who had been inIndia;’ perhaps a voyage or two y bt these,
however respectable jm their profession, are surgly np§ ghﬁggfson.? to
receive information frora, on the subject of the political characters of
the East; no more (nor indeed much less) than some gentlem‘en who
may have resided a few years in India; for we can easily admit nhe
poseibitityof & person :spending many years of his hife in_the, citips. pf
Calcutte, Madras, or  Bombay, without knowing much more of the
politics, pre_]udlces, &c of interior states or counmes, than if be had
never stirred qut of Lonclon, Dublin, or Edinburgh,” p, 198," @ .-
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Indianthistory in w state, I believed, of greater fiildess
and completeness, than any preceding -inquirer, 1
Hollowed:the -eourse of my own thoughts in the
Gudgetents' which 1 formed; wuot because I vamly
HAmegined my-thoughts ‘more valuable than those of
iiflliother men, but because the sincere and determined
-plirsuit ‘of ‘srath imposed this rigid law. It would
1ot allow me to give for true the opinion of any man,
till T had satisfied myself that it was true; still less
40 give the opinion of any man for true, when I had
-satigfied myself that it was not true.

< ..Mr. Locke has declared ; that he who follows his
own thoughts in writing, can hope for approvers in
the:small number alone, of those who make use of
their.own thoughts in reading ; that, by the rest, “a
-man is not permitted, without censure, to follow his
own-thoughts in the search of truth, when they lead
him .ever so little out of the common road.”

«+Jf: this i3 the severe condition, under which a man
follows his own thoughts, in writing even on abstract
and general truths, how much harder must be the
lot of him who fellows them, in writing of the actions
and .characters.of powerful men, and bodies of men ?
Conscious, however, that I had been faithful in form-
ing :aay epinions, I believed that I lay under an
indispensable obligation to be faithful in expressing
them':" “to give them without violation of modesty,
but yet‘ with the courage of a man unwilling to
betray the rights of reason;” and with that manly
plainness, which the sincerity of the historical cha-
racter appeared to require.
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I could not .overlook the. probable conseqyences.
% La perfection d’'une Histoire,” saysa great judge,
s est d’etre desagréable  toutes les sectes, et 2 tontes
les nations; car c’est une preuve que 'auteur ne flate
ni les uns ni les autres, et qu'il a dit & chacun ses
verités.” ! »

He who desires to obtain a considerable portion of
immediate applause, has two well-known, and well-
trodden paths before him.

The first is, to be a zealot for some particular
and powerful party; to panegyrize its leaders;
attack its opponents; place its principles and practi-
ces in the fairest possible light; and labour to bring
odium upon the principles and practices of its oppo-
ments. 'This secures the loud and vehement applause
of those who are gratified ; and the vehement ap-
plause of a great party carries, by contagion, along
with it, all, or the greater part of those, who are not
very strongly engaged by their interests or passions
on the opposite side.

The next of the easy ways to the acquisition of
fame, consists of two principal parts. The first is,
% to wanton in common topics, where a train of senti-
ment generally reccived enables a writer to shine
without labour and to conquer without a contest.” ?
The second is to deal for ever in compromise; to
give up the half of every opinion and principle ; go no
further in favour of any side of any question, than may
be reconcileable in some degree with the good opi-

1 Bayle, Eclaircissemens, sur le Dictionnaire.
3 Rambler, No. ii. :
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nion of these who oppose it ; and having written as
much on vne side, as to extract applause from one
set of persons, to turn immediately and write as
much 6n the other, as will extract applause from the
opposite sort. This is done, without glaring marks
of inconsistency, by avoiding all close encounter with
the subject, and keeping to vague and general
phrases. And in this manner, by a proper command
of plausible language, it is easy to obtain reputation
with all parties ; reputation, not only of great talents,
but of great moderation, great wisdom, and great
virtue.!

If my book were possessed of a much greater share
of the titles to applause, than even the partialities of
the writer allow him to ascribe to it; I have travelled
so very wide of those beaten paths to success, that
my only chance for it depends, I cannot fail to per-
ceive, upon the degree in which real liberality, that
is, strength of mind, is diffused in the community.
I have done enough, doubtless, to secure to myself the
malignity of the intemperate, and the narrow-minded,
of all parties. T have encouraged myself, however,
with the belief, that civilization, and the improvement
of the human mind, had, in this country, attained a

F  Some considerable reputations have been acquired, by praising every
thing in one’s own country, And there are many persons who sincerely
insist upon it, that a writer ought always to contrive to put his country
in the right: and thatitisa proof of his not being a friend to it, if he
ever puts it in the wrong. This is a motive which I utterly disclaim.
This is the way, not to be a friend to one’s country, but an enemy. Itis
to bring upon it the disgrace of falsehood and misrepresentation, in the
first instance ; and, next, to afford it all the inducement, in the writer's
Power, to persevere in mischievous, or in disgraceful courses,
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sufficient elevation ‘to make a book be received -as:
useful, though it neither exaggerated, nor extenvated:
the good, or the evil, of any man, or.combination:
of ‘men: to afford a multitude, in every party; far:
eneagh removed from the taint of vulgar antipaghies)
ta yield to an author, who speke with sincarity;: and.:
who though he has not spoken with a view to gratify:
atry- party, or any individual, most assaredly :has
never spoken with a view to hurt any, a compensation
for the hostilities of the lower and more ungenerous
portion of every party. .
"Though I am aware of many defects in the work
which I have ventured to offer to the public; and
cannot forget how probable it is, that more impartial
and more discerning eyes will discover many which
arg invisible to mine, I shall yet appeal from the sen-
tence of him, who shall judge of me solely by what
I have not done. An equitable and truly- useful
decision would be grounded upon an accurate esti-
mation of what ] have done, and what I have imt
done, taken together. ”

It will also deserve to be cons:dered huw much
was in the power of any individual to compass. - In
so vast a subject, it was clearly impossible for bne
man to accomplish every thing. - -Some things it was
necessary to leave, that others ‘might be taken.; some
things it was necessary to handle but -slightly, that
others might be treated with greater attention. The
geography, for example, alone, would have accupied a
life-time. Tonicety in the details of geography,l was,
therefore, unable to uspire. I followed withoat much
criticism, the authors whom I was consulting, and
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was only careful te give, with correctness, that.out-
lineand. those ‘particulars, which were necessary for
undgrstanding completely the transactions recorded in
my work., To compensate as far as possible, for
that: whijch, in this department, I myself was unahle
to.perform, .1 was anxious to afford the reader the
advantage of Mr. Arrowsmith’s map, by far the
finest display which has yet been made of the geo-
graphy of .India; and in any discrepancy, if any
shonld appear, between the text and that reduction
of his noble map, which is prefixed to the second
vélume, I desire the reader to be guided rather by
the geographer than by the historian.

.In the orthography of Indian names, I should not
hawe aimed at a learned accuracy, even if my know~
ledge of the languages had qualified me for the task.
I have mot been very solicitous even about uniformity
in the same name; for as almost every author differs
from amother in the spelling of Eastern names, it
appeared to nre 1o be not altogether useless, that, in
a book intended to serve as an introduction to the
kuowledge of India, a specimen of this irregularity
should appear.

‘There-is-another apparent imperfection, which I
should have more gladly removed. In revising my
work for the press, some few instances have occurred,
in which I have not heen able to verify the references
to my authorities. This arose from one of the difficul
ties of my situation. Unable to command at once the
large and expensive number of books, which it was ne-
cessary for me to consult, I was often dependent upon
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accident for the period of my supply; and, if not
provided with the best channels of information, ob-
liged to pursue my inquiries, at the moment, in such
as I possessed. It was often, in these cases, useful,
for the sake of memory, and of following out the
thread of research, to quote, in the first instance, at
second hand. When I afterwards obtained the
better authority, it was a matter of anxious care to
adjust the reference; but I have met with some in-
stances in which I am afraid the adjustment has not
been performed. I mention this, to obviate cavils at
the appearance of inaccuracy, where the reality does
not exist; inaccuracy in form, rather than in sub-
stance ; for I have no apprehension that these who
shall trace me with the requisite perseverance will
accuse me of wanting either the diligence, or the
fidelity of an historian; and I ought not to have
undertaken the task, if I had not possessed the pro-
spect of obtaining, sooner or later, the means of car-
rying it to completion.
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Apawint, Justice, equity ; a court of
justice. The terms Dewanny Adaw-
lut, and Foujdarry Adawlut, denote
the civil and criminal courts of justice.
See Dewanny and Foujdarry.

Awmeen, Meer, EMir. A nobleman.

AMeer 7L OmRan, Noble of nobles,
lord of lords.

ANNa. A piece of money, the sixteenth
part of a rupee.

AuMmeeN. Trustee, commissioner. A
temporary collector or supravisor, ap-
pointed to the charge of a country on
the removal of a Zemindar, or for any
other particalar purpose of local in-
vestigation or arrangement.

Avmir, Agent, officer, native collector
of revenue. Superintendant of a dis-
trict. or division of a country, either
on the part of the government, Ze-
mindar, or-renter.

AoMILDAR. Agent, the holder of an
aoffice. An intendant and collector of
the revenue, uniting civil, military,
and financial powers, under the Ma-
homedan government.

Avruwe. %‘he place where goods are
manufactured. :

Bara-Grsvr.  Above the Ghauts, in
contradistinction to Payeen Ghaut,
below the Ghauts. The terms are
Fenerqlly applied to the high table-
land in the centre of India, towards
its southern extremity.

Baxvax. A Hindu merchant, or shop-
keeper. 'The term Banyan is used in
Bengal to denote the native who ma-
nages the money concerns of the Eu-
ropean, and sometimes serves him as
an interpreter. At Madras, the same
description of persons is called Du-
bash, which signifies one who can
speak two languages,

Batra.
ance.
field.

Bazar. Daily market, or market place.

Beca. A land measure equal, in Ben-
gal, to about the third part of an acre.

Becum. A lady, princess, woman of
high rank.

Bice, Varsya. A man of the third
Hindu cast, who hy birth is a trader,
or husbandman.

BraaMEN, BRARMIN, BRARMAN, Bra-
MIN. A divine, a priest; the first
Hindu cast.

Briniareig, Binsary, BENIARY, BaN-
JARY. A grain merchant.

BoxcaLow. The name used in Bengal,
for a species of country-house, erected
by Europeans.

Deficiency, discount, _allow-
Allowance to troops in the

Cary Yus, CaLvoocumM. The present,
or fourth age of the world, according
to the chronology of the Hindus.

CasTe, GasT. A tribe, or class of people.

Caravan-seral. The serai of the ca-
ravan. See Serai and Choultry.

Cawzr, Cazr, Kazy. A Mahomedan
judge, or justice, who also officiates
as a public notary, in attesting deeds,
by affixing his seal. The same as the
officer we name Cadi, in Turkey.

Cavzy-o1-CazauT. Judge of judges;
the chief judge, or justice.

Cuanvoara. One of the names for the
most degraded Hindu casts,

CuokY, CHOKEE. A chair, seat; guard,
watch. The station of a guard or
watchman. A place where an officer
is stativned to receive tolls and cuse
toms,

CuouLTrY. A covered public building,
for the accommodation of passengers.

Cxour. A fourth: afourth part of sums
litigated, Mabhratta chout; a fourth
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of the revenues, exacted as tribute by
the Mabhvrattas.

Cuospar. Staff-bearer. An attendant
ona man of rapk. He waits with a
dong staff, plated with silver, an-
nounces the approach of visitors, .and
tuns before his master, proclaiming
aloud his titles.

Counam. Lime.

Cmmuint. Head of affairs; the state or
govermment; a grand division of a

rovince ; a head man; a name used

y Europeans in Bengal, to denote
-she Hindun writer and accountant,
employed by themselves, or in (he
publio effices.

Covruries, Corereres, Saltworks, the

‘where salt is made.
“Coocizs, Coory. Porter, labourer.
Coss. A term used by Enropeans, to

“ilenote a road-measure of about two
miles, but differing in different parts
of 1ndia.

Caore.  Ten millions.

Csnxtrrva, KsgaTR1¥A, CHETTERIE,
Xnzrzey. A man of the second or
military caste.

Corcrerry. Court of justice; also the
‘public office where the rents are paid,
and other business respecting the re-
venue transacted,

Curwar, Katwar. The chief officer
of police in a large town or city, and
superintendant of the markets.

Dar. Keeper, holder. This word is of-
ten joined with another, to denote the
holder of a particolar office or em-
ployment, as Chob-dar, siaff-holder ;
Zemin-dar, land-holder. 'This com-
pound woyd, with i, ee, y, added o it,
denotes the offiee, as Zemindar-ee.

Darocan. A superintendant, or over-
seer ; as of the police, the mint, &c.

Daom, DaM. A copper coin, 1he for-
tieth part of a rupee. .

Dsccan.  Literdlly, the south. A term
emploved by Mahomedan writers, to
denote the céuntry betiveen the rivers
Nerbuddah and Crishna.

Dxrcorrs. Gang-robibers, Decdoily, gang-
‘tobbery. ‘ C

Dewan, Doaw. Place of assembly.
Native minister of thé revenue de-
partment ; and chiief Fustice, in civil
causes, within his jurisdiction; re.

ceiversgenerdd of 3 plovince.’ “The
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term is also used, to designate the
rincipal revenue seryant. pnder an
European collector,, and even of a
IZe(;nindar. By this_ tifle, the Fas;
ndia Company are receivers-genera
of the re:;%ue{: of Hengal, under a
grant from the Great M
Dewaxny, DuANNEE.
jurisdiction of a Dewan.
Dewannt CourT 0F AnAwsur. A
court for trying revenue, apd -other
civil causes. .. .
Doas, Doowas. Apy tract of gauntry
included between two xivers. -
Drooc. A fortified bill or rock.
Dusasa. See Banyan.
Durear. The court, the hall of au-

dience ; a levee.

e t;?ﬁce, or

Faqueer, FAkIR. A poor mas, men-
dicant, a religious beggar.

FirMauN, PeirMaUND. Qrder, man-
date. An imperial decree, a royal
grant, or charter.

Fouspar, Fosenar, Paousoar, Foar-
par.  Under the Mogul government,
a magistrate of the police over-a large
district, who took izapce af all
criminal matiers within his, jurisdic
tion, and sometimes. Wwas .-employ-
ed as receiver-general of the reve-
nues.

Fouaparry, Fosepanres. , Office of a
Foujdar. .

Fousparry CousT. A

: o ot for ad-
ministering the criminal Jaw.

Gaaut. A pass throngh 2 mguntain;
applied akso to a sange of hills, and
the ford of a river. L

Grze. Clarified butter, jp which state
they preserve that articke for culinary
pur poses.

GHIRDAWAR, GIRDWAR,: AD_overseer
of Police, under whom the gegendas,
or informers, act. o

GomasTAH, A commissioner, factor,
agent. .

Gooroo, Guru. Spiritual guide.

Goyexpa. Aninferior afficer.of pelice;
a spy, informer. |, . -, .

GuxGe. A granary, a depbt, chiefly of
grain for sale. r@hg}_e,salqa markets,
held on. particular days. €ommercial
depbts. , L

GurrY. A name given to awall fank-
ed with tawers, .
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Betamd. Straglio, the place where the
‘fadied Fedide, :
- Hetanga, Hajcarran, A guide, a
*- sy, Eressenger.
: ‘ngi)'a‘.‘""'l’be ‘seat’of great men fixed
"8 atr élegthant, Hot much unlike the
body 6 % sedan in shape.
coihke®st T
Jacuire; FA¢REER. Literally, the place
- oftkfdgl An wssignment, to an in-
" dt#idual} of ‘the government share of
the produce of a portion of land.
"‘I’he'r&%efe‘fwfrq species of jaghires ;
one, pervonal, ‘for the use of the
grddtee { adother, in trust, for some
public service, wiost commonly, the
- maidtenitee &f troops.
Jamma, Jomma. Total, amount, col-
leciion, assembly. The total of a
" Herfieriil ssignment.
Jammapunsy; JuMmaBuNDY, A writ-
7 tod” detiedule of the whole of an as-
- se¥smibnt.
Jeer, Keer. A shallow lake, or morass.
Jensar: “ A Targe musket, fized on a
swivel, ~uded in Indian forts, and fired
withy great precision.
vk, sg:em;‘?ﬁ
Jenwie, Jahcre. A wood, or thicket;a
- ' -wgEntry-overran with shrabs, or long
graég_ PICIEE B

Knazds. Pare] domixed.  An office of
government, in which the business of

~ the rt¥¥nuedepartment is transacted :
the extﬁéq&ég?‘ Khalsa lands, are
lands, the revenue of which js paid
o exdlietber. -

Knaw;Caws:"“A tie, similar to that
of Lord. e

Kmuao'f; Kevior. - ‘A’ tobe of ho-

“nour, ‘With-which princes confer dig-
oity.

Krtuanik, Kstraosr, Warder of a

| cambdy coniti¥htlef dT a fort.,

Kist. Swted,pa:mhit; ibstalment of

B A MR (L R

Kosuoow, CusnoeN. A body of mili-
tary; " dorresponding tiearest to our
trm’ drigade 5 vatying from one o
six or eight thousand: '

Lia¢.One himdred thousand.
Eagesn: Properly a camp-follower, but
3P.|!fd to native sailors and artilfery-
A R
Limeer. A low twoswhieléd-tarringe,
VOL. I,
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on which the trial .of a.gan is fixed
when. rravelling.7. it is released in a
moment if wanted .to.-fire, which is
called unlimbering ; the cattle being
yoked to the limber, guns are of course
always dragged breech first.

Maar, MarL, MeHAL, MBaAL. Places,
districts, deparuments.  Places, or
sources of revenue, particalarly of a
territorial nature ; lands.

MaBA. Greal.

MocurRERY. As applied to lands, it
means lands let on a fixed lease.

MovrussiL. Separated, particulazized ;
the subordinate divisisus of a district,
in contradistinction to Saddwr, or
Sudder, which implies the chief -seat
of governmeut.

Morossic Dewanny Apawror: Pro-
vincial court of civil juatice. . . :

MoLuneee. Manufacturer.of salt.

Moorty, MurTee. The Mahomedan
law-officer who declares the seatence.

Moxsoon. The ramy season. “The
periodical winds and rains.

MooLavy, MouLAVEE. A learned and
religious man, an intespreter of the
Mahonedan law.

Moonsgaee.  Letter-writer, secretary.
Europeans give this title-to the native
who instructs them in the Persian
language.. .

Mosque.” A Mahowedan temple.

Mussup. The place of sitting ; aseat ;
a throne, or chair of state.

Mvutseppex, Muraseppse. Iutent
upon. Writer, acconniant, secretary.

Nazsos, Nawap. Very great deputy
vicegerent. The goveruor of a pro-
vince under the Mogu! government.

Nais. A deputy.

Nais Nazts. Deputy of the Nazim,
or Governor.

Na16, Naik. .A petty military officer.

Nair, Chiel, The Nairs are a pecu-
lier description of Hindus, on the
Malabar coast.

Nazim. Composer, ariauger, adjuster.
The first officer of a provinee, and
wminister .of the deparunent of cri-
minal justice.

Nrzam.  Order, arrangement; on ar-
ranger.

Nizanm o’ MuLk. The administrator
‘of the empire.

d
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Nizamur. Arrangemeni,gerernmrent;
the office of ¢he Nagim, or Nizam.
Nizasur Avawror. The court of

criminaljuatice.* . .
NuLrra. - Saseamlet, water.course.
Nozzer. A wow, an offering; a pre-
sent madoto a soperior.

Owsfran.:'“A’lord, apgrandee, under the
Mogul government.

Pacopa. A temple; also the name of
a gold- eoms, in the south of India,
valued:at eight shillings.

Parankasw. A litter in which gen-
tleman in India recline, and are
carried on the shoulders of four
meRy .

Passaz. A wrm used by Earopeans

-.indthdia 20adenote the outcasts of the
Hindu sribses.

Pazam. - A name applied to the Af-
ghaun tribes.

Peswwa, Prisowa. Guide, leader.
The prime mnister of the Mahratta
government.

Peon. A footman, a foot soldier; an
nfetipr-officer or servant employed
in the business of the revenue, palice,
or:judicature.

Percunnan. A small district, cone
sisting:of several villages.

Peswcwsa. A present, particularly to
government, in consideration of an
appointment, or as an acknowledg-
ment for any tenure. Tribute, fine,
quit-rent, advance on the stipulated
Tevenues. |

Perrau. The suburbs of a fortified
town.

PorriGAR, PoLyGar. Head ofa village
district.  Military chieftain in the
Peninsula, similar to hill Zemindar
in the northern circars.

Porram. A district held by a Polligar.

Porar. The head man of a village.
The term corresponds with that of
Mocuddim and Mundul in Bengal.

PorTar. A lease granted to the cul-
tivators on the part of government,
either written on paper, or engraved
with a sigle on the leaf of the fan
palmira tree

Puxpit. A learned Brahmen.

Purans, Pooraw. Literally ancient :
the name given to such Hindu books
as treat of creation in general, with

GLOBBALY,

the: history of their sgods ;and an-
cient heroes. S e

Pyge. A foot messenger! A person
employed as a nigin~watch ‘ina vil-
lage, and as a Tanner ur messeager on
the business of the revenge. .- -

Raran. King, prince, chiefmin; noble-
man ; a title 1n apockent Hwes: given
w chiels of the second :oc military
Hindu 1ribe only.

Raseroor. Literatly, son oia ing.
The pameof a warlike race.of Handus.

Raxa. A species of tajats, =

Raxnxy, Range. Queen; princess, wife
of arajah. PN

Ror Royan. A Hindu dtle give®d to
the principal officer of tbe Fasalsa, or
chief treasurer of the exshegoer.

Ruree. The name of a siver coin;
rated in the Company's secounts, the
current rupee at 2s.; the Bembay
rupee at 2s. 3d. o

RyoT. Peasant, subject; isnant of
house or land. -

Saver. What moves; vamable!im-
posts, distinct from land: rent-or re-
venue; consisting of customw, tolls,
licences, duties on gaods, . alse laxes
on houses, shops, bazars, &eut

Seroy. A native soldies.

Serar. The smme as Chosiiry, "

SuasTer. The instrumensiwé govern-
ment or instruction ; any book of in-
struclion, particularly cuHaming di-
vine ordinances.

SHnorr, SHROF, A bgnkeryormoney-
changer. . L

Sizpag, Chief, caplaip, head, man.

Soucar. A merchant, or banker; a
money-lender.

Suran. A province such as Bengal.
A grand division of a country, which
is again divided inlo circars, chucklas,
pergunnahs, and villages.

Supaupar. The holder of the subah,
the governor or viceroy.

SusauparY. The office and jurisdic-
tion of a snbahdar.

Supper. The breast; the fore-court
of a house ; the cbief seat of govern-
ment, contradistinguished from Mo~
fussil, or interior of the country ; the
presidency.

Supper DEwaxny Apawrur. The
chief civil court of justice under th.
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Compaay’s government, beld at the
presidency.
SunpEr Nizamor Apawrer. The
chief eriminal court of justice, under
-the Company’s government.
SuDRa, SEUDBA, S0QpER, A Hindu of
the fourth, or lowest tribe.
Bowwop. A prop, or support; a patent,
- . charter, ar witten authority for hold-
" 1.ing either and or office.

TaLookpar. A holder of a talook,
.owibich is a small portion of land;
a petty land-ageat.

Taxx. Pond, reservoir.

TanvAHDAR. A petty police officer.

Frep. A note of hand; a promissory

-note’ given by a opative bavker, or
money-lender, 0 Zemindars and
others, 10 emable them to furnish
-povemment with security for the pay-
+.gent.of their rents.

TeusiLpak, Who has charge of the

~collections. A native collector of a
district, acting under a European or
Zemindar.

Torasses. Native black Christians, the

~-remaina of the ancient Portoguese.

Tome:: -4 grove of trees,

Tencaw, Tungsa, An assignmenton
the revenue, for personal support, or
other purposes.

TumeRiL,. A carriage for the gun

aukmamimn.
PRI

YisoxBEL, anm# One endowed
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. with authority “40. st for- another.
Ambassador, agent sent on:-a apecial
commission, or residiag st a court.
Native law pleades, under. che judis
cial systera of the Company.

Vizir, Vizazr. Under the Mogul go-
vernment, the prime mihister of the
sovereign.

Vebas, Vens, Beeps, Science, know-
ledge. The sacred seripsures of the
Hindus.

Yoc1es, Jocies. Hindu devoless.

Yue, Jue, Yooa. An nge; a great
peried of the Hindus ; alse a religious
ceremony. -

ZeM1NDAR. From two words signifyin
earth, land, and holder o:gnklzpe%
Land-keeper. An offiser whb,mnder
the Mahomedan goveramentj: was
charged with the superintemdance of
the lands of a district, finangially con-
sidered ; the protection of:he:‘eul-
tivators, and the realizasion..df the
government's share of .its- produce,
either in money or kiad.. .

ZgminparrY. Theoffice orjursdiction
of a Zemindar. -

Zenawa. The place where the ladies
reside. L

ZiLian. Side, pari, digriet, division.
A local division of a countsy - hav-

ing reference to persopalk- jurisdic-

tion.

* 'NI'B:'Phi¢ explanations of the above terms are taken, for the most part, from
_the Glossary attached to the fifth Report of the Committee of the House of Com-
mort¥ on Indian affairs, appointed in 1810. :
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The correction, whicl the following notice in the first edition required
to be made, was forgotten till that part of the text was reprinted. The
passage therefore stands as in the first edition.

VoL, II1.—Page 150. It has been suggested to me, that the allusion to
the death of 400 Gentoos, made in the note of the translator of the
Seer Mutakhareen, may have a stress laid upon it, which I should
regret. 1 copied the note, merely as a specimen of the criticisms
which were made on the spot, by persons not partial to the Eng-
lish. This, I conceived, was matter of instruction. But I never
meant that any fact should stand, as confirmed, upon the autho-
rity of the translator of the Seer Mutakhareen; nor will it be so
understood by any considerate reader. Had the statement ap-
peared to me to rest upon proof, T should have thought it of suffi-
cient importance to give it a place in the text. 1 have, since the
volume was printed, had reasons given to we, by which I am con-
vinced, that the allusion is not well founded, and that no such
catastrophe ever occurred.
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Commencement of the British Intercourse with
India; and the Circumstances of its Progress;
till the. Establiskment of the Company on a .
durable Basis by the Act of the Sixih of Queen -

dnpe. . L
Two centuries have elapsed, since a few British

merchants humbly solicited permission of the Indian

princes to traffic in their dominjons.

The British power at present embraces nearly the
whole of that vast region, which extends from Cape
Comorin to the mountains of Tibet, and from the
mouths of the Brahmapootra to the Indus.

In the present undertaking, it is proposed, to collect,
from its numerous and scattered sources, the informa-
tion necessary to convey correct and adequate ideas
of this empire, and of the transactions through which
it has been acquired ; and for that purpose,
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